1212 H,.32ad Ave,
).0.9.9.000.906009,0000 694

April 2,1956
State Department of Public Bssistence,
PO Box 167, Yakima

Mre. Nile D, Meservy, visltor:

Dear Mr, weservy:

Johnay Buck came dovn from Priest Rapids today and
hed rec-ived your letter to him sent to 214 West Flizabeth Street,
While I was somewhat handiocep ped by an adequate intcrpreter I determined
that he had Just received the letter.

Johnny Byck i%aPuck %yah Toott the leader of the non-treaty remnant
band of Priest pids 4ndlans. "hey have been busy preparing for their
first foodg fecast of thenksgiving, perhaps the last ever to be held
at Priest ‘apids if the dam const ruction i1s au tha ized,

Ar you mag or may not know, Priest Rapids is the home of these
geo le and John ~ Bwok's home and their house is there snd has heen,
ut as he is older now, he does not wish to live isolated in the wintepr
when he may become 11l and 214 West Elizabeth wus given as his
address, since he is a allable there in t he winter,

I talked to him and ascertained that his condition is still
a3 it was when he guealified for assistance,

He receives no per caplte payment, 1s not ea enrolled Indian
an® is incapable of working. He has fallen heir to no money or land,
has contracted for nothing etce

He wishes to know 17 it will be possible to see you some time after
#pril 17, Much work is required to repare for the feast, a very
sacrcd relig ous ceremony with them. Then considerable work will
be required to put the mats away, take down the lodge, etc,He thinks
i1t w111 be about a week after the ceremony that he will bc coming
back down.

I am anclosing a clippig; to give you alittle more additional
information on Yuck Hyah “oot and his people.

If you wish to com~ to the feast thaet “unday, he says you ere
welcome, It will commence shortly bcfore noon,

« Plesse feel free to call on me for assistance in this matter of
recualifying" him, b cause this 1s the only means of support he has.

-

Singerely
Ciick Reland er



