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@e n@y letters and documents donserminatheocauwses—ef the
lokima War SFerreve—seen Nidiem \by o\ youses.
Ene was written by ‘ather Jem—Swwrims Pandosy GEESE. at the Antanum

d (j‘u."G,Ct b
Mﬁm MMMWWNM—GNQ less

Mission

v

than two months after the treaty.

burise o\ the saldderda M Kamiakin spoke, end Yet her fandosy wrote.

"Tell them we are quiet friend(dlr-f the(-norican that we are not
thinking of wer. The way the governor ¥Stevggs) has talked to us—ems=the

&GFaee has irritated us.

"Tf the governor had told us, 'my children I am asking you g’ﬂizr af(

piece of land é)r each tribe,, W@;untry is still

yours,auld have glven willingly vahﬁ/mmlmvm&d‘%

thverohhars—as—srotueds,

"But he has taken us and thrown us out of our country-in a strsange land,

W place where its people do not even

MeyramenxkExx have enough to eat.

*Then we have sald, now we lmow perfectly the heart of the Americans,
They hanged us without knowing 1f we are right or wrong;but they have =
never killed or hanged one American, though there is no plesce where an

American heas not killed savageSe.se
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"You want ® us to die of femine, little by 1little. It is better for

us to die at oncee.

"It 1s you governor who O2MEACEER wanted war..Phen\wye, Looklochmon

"However the war was not goiﬁg to start so soon but the Americans who were
going to the mines having shot somems sayages because thegg did not want to
give them their wives, we have taken the care of defending ourselves,

%Then came Mr. Bolon who insulted us, threatened us of (with) war and
deathsee

"If the soldiers and the Americans will retire or ®P8t treat friendly,

we will consent to put down arms and grant them a plece of land,*an8 thet ¢+ *

"Tf we lose, the men who keep the camp In which are our wives and

children will kill them rather than see them fall into the hands of the

AmsricansGngﬁhkaﬂthemabhetazhgyw. For we have heart and respect ocurselvesS..."

W ether by deliberate iroNic intention or coincidence, Major Gabrilel

wamavﬁmi :
J. Rains, commdmeioy troops in the field, wrote a reply on November 13,

itself} November 13,1855,

iF ,
" ..Fou say now:itffwe will be guiet and make friendship~you will
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M |
not war with us but give a plece of @ land WMWG

JoKenlekdin—
nvot
"e will not be quiet, but will war forever untilme a Yec ima breathes
in the land he cslls his own. The river only we will let retain this name

to show to-aldl weaple that here the Yakimas once lived,

", .. he treaty which you complain of, though signed by you, gave you

too much of your lands, which are most of all worthless to the white

c
".oMy kind advige to you, as you will see, is to scatter yourselves
among the Indian tribes more peaceable , and there forget you ever were

Yakimas."

At the outset of the war, Major Yranville 0. Haller marched

confidentally out from The Dalles, most of his troops mounted on mules.,
They rode north, G&mt¥® sixty-five miles across the Simcoe Mountains,

and were confronted by Kamiakin's warriors .on "Top-nish" Creek.
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Haller took along a mounted howltzer which he believed would strike

faar—swd terror into Indlan hearts., [ was the'\nespohsibiiityof Lieutenant

mwf fled
Byt the Yakimas' love for thelr homes wes—gtrongeT=men the howitzer's

booming voicewandbthaik,xiannyumaandéelsfta. Haller was routed so he

 alrardoiin
retreatedJ the howltzer and other equipage.
The "lost howitzer" became hk&nggﬁd;,ht—ﬂaaiiby an unseen monumeng)

more enduring than any shaft of grunlite , because of what it represents,
‘he 1egend has persisted, even though Colonel Yright recovered it and tobk
1t to The ¥Yalles.

Haller's defeat

brought concentrations of United ®tates troops and Volunteers, who
by
employing superior fire power, terminated hostllities W¥Em Colonel
Wright's campaign, “eptember 17,1858, 8ast ofthe \Yotumnie.,
Byt before this there was a campaign into the Yakima Yalley and’
the battle at Twin Buttes whose 0ld name was Pah Hu +a Quit (Where
Mountains liake a Gap) , located just below present Union Gap,

It was during this period that Fort Simcoe was built to protect

the Indlans from the overanxlous settlers and as & military depot.



The death of the “alla Wells chief, Peo Peo Mox Mox, head chief of the

Walla Wallas and a signer of the treaty with the Walla w®walla, (*ayuse,
and Upatilla at the time of the Yakima *reasty, ceme in for singular
documentat ion, \

He was killed by the Yolunteers who were holding him under a flug of
truce.

Writing from Colville to Yewenaer Stevens.pn éanuary ‘27,1855, A, McPonald
said:

"The most unrelenting barbarities are told here of your volunteers,'Tis
said they murcered Serpent Jaune (Peo Peo Mox Mox or Yellow Sird),
scalped hnd skinned him, turned his skin into »® razor straps, disinterred

him after burying him, then cut off his ears--preserved in liquor dof
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which g
xEkk an American offlicer drank afterwards by accident. A#f this is true

if so as an historical fsct, 'tis worth salting to show our progress."
The Freaty with the Yakima was not ratified until March 8,1859 and /
was proclaimed April 19 web=s=me year by the President.

But when the people Wwere brought onto the reservetion, Kamiakin

did t FEEthem Yo — o
not go, : :

ou |

He and his younger bréther, Srloom wh y were related by

marrisge to the treasty chief, Owhi

Buns was (the father of the (oekem uncontrollable, reckless warrior,

L
: p

Qualchan, who £t distinguished himself iIn the battle of '%p-nish@reek

3 4 [,Béfore the white men or suyapos came, © The

Call ed A e -
\ there wss a chi-f)w e Wo Chit. He was the father of Owhi,

(Sﬁ aiv A’-wﬂ"}) P

Teias ana Shawawe'i\f_ng men who will be long remmmbered.
Owhi surrendered to(Senersl “right and was killed oh the Tucsnnon
Hiyer while attempting to escape. Wright was returning to Fort “alla

 Prace
Walla after t\hgs'_c;jncils north of the 9nake ‘Rbiver . Hejdmaesd—m

B! @;;ched the Tucannon, @Ctober 3,1858, Bwhi ‘suddenly broke whiles®0 under

wWhe PurRrsSwed
guard of Lieutenant R.M. Morgsn, was wounded by that officer snd—then

G "
Nwéas corneredy }7’/’%
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and silently faced his pursurer, 46 lieutenant,

Oowhil 5,

angered, ordered the soldlers to fire and Owhi fell, mortally wounded.)

to join his mother, the Earth, In a few hours.

Qualchan had been executed several days before. He ceme into Wright's

}Ldn/f@l{

camp, having been sent for, end was TREg premptorily and without trisl by

“pright's orders 15 minutes later.

«
Owhi was described as he was seen in E&8&X 1853, as & man of bulk and

stature, a chieftainly personage ,mma’%mmmfmm

mc@mn a fresh glazing of vermilion over hls antiquatdd

>’
duskiness of hue.

3

#e wore a buckszmed with fringex rklcekim legzing end abecBsths,

magk
@;::c_i;lt end honoreble tribal\ﬁsm/oi;‘_ chieftainship--otter fur--

wisbeh banded his head. That was in the grandfather days before beads were

used, so his buckskins were daubed with vermilion clay.

Skloom 14

fedintalnedhfriendin redat Lot ti _the Aperron *&e was a large, good look‘ing
individual with striking features, but was darker than Kamiakin or Owhi,

- 05 3
Kemiakin has been described by meny who saw himg QM&WL\

= -

Three years before the treaty he was "a tall, large man, vk
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with massive square face and grave reflecting look. ¥

Another describved him as "a large wmkmsmiy gloomy looking men with a very

long and stronglym marked face,"

Some of his time was spent s in Medicine %11ey where his lodge &GxsrFe
was locsted beneath a large tree that was cut down in modern times. But
his home in the Yakima Eralley was nesar the /&htanum Mission where he had
a garden which he irrigated.

Kemiakin was the son of S4-¥i, a Falouse who lived near Starbuck, close
to the Nez Perce country. His mother was Kah Mash Ni, a Yekima, He had five
wives, bedng related to Feias through one of them, SanChlow. All of his
“ ex cepting
sons and &mXx daughters have died\gmgm-g/themﬁ )/enerable)
Cleveland Kamiekin (Peo Peo Ka Ow Not (Bird Talking All Night). He was
born in 1870 in the Palouse. dwd [ives al pyespelem.

ddd Yhile Lamiilakin remained =~edsssss at pesace

}\n)‘éﬂ’Ud’ftON«
after the war, he shunned the + Death could have been his fate Wes

at the hands of the soldlers or overzeslous settlers as iIn the case of
Qualchan, Owhi, Feo Peo Mox Mox; or of Leschi from west of the €Casc ades

who surrendered In good faith only to meet violent ends.,
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l"101' a time 1t appeared he might come to the reservation and receive
his pay as chilef, $500 a yesr, but he did not.

The agent, Lansdale writing to Superintendent Geary from Simecoe in
July, 1859, stated:

"It 1s evident Bamiakin hes his misgivings, fearing the whites may apprehend
and punish him,"

ﬂamiakin did not come so Lansdale went to Kamiakin in “pril, 1860, a 12-day
horseback trip.

The chief told the agent that he was not afraild of the mmmmy agency

but of the whites., He explained that should he return snd there be any

difficulty Heimesn~bhe~Lrddana_and whitesy he would be held accountable,

=

S0 ébnsdale returned and recommended the appointmentfof=§bencer of

the Klickitats as chief and this was done on July 5.

‘he samp agent, on (Jetober 10,I560, reportgd {the buljdings At this

ppst b.iled over by /the %ar Ho the indien Uepartment when a‘gndoned

by the [UNE. troops/lare sufficient in number for the /purposg

ons an-' repalirg

can bg mgde sultablle\ by altepa

W.B., Gosnell, sub dindian Agent who was iIn chsrge 6f ‘the *akima
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Acency in February, 1861, dischar ged Spencer.

Gosnell was also confident that K‘amiakin would come onto the reservation

t3ho

of affairg) b the messrvatrions

‘.-'-‘
"The character of Kamiakin is, L em afraid, not generdlly understood,"

Uosnell wrote," Though he went to war, gundrimifdetias thermoxing-spirits

I RO AebencorE AW, ( yet his whole course.was marked by a nobleness of

)
mind that would have graved the general of a civilized nation. He never
R/
harmed the women and children of the settlers, w'waylaid the lone

treveler, but has been in many instances their protector."

; | o\ The,
Syloom died Fébruary 1,1861 in his home not far from té:ihnme/d(gency.

Gosnell wrote to CGeary that "Skloom , brother of ﬁdmiakin..‘. died
after an 1llness of four days...and while upon hls death bed made known
his determination to have f*éamiakin come upon the reserve,..hls own hesr t
wes warm towards the whites and he begged they discard turmoil, tftek sbrifes--

$hould e oo Aongec AQAGNDE Ineey Dhala Ratioq sad-our. owrbut that

they should live in harmorifw'ith our nation aad die friendly and happy

L]

as members of one great human fanily..."

enl G /messagg
Williem Kapus, acting Indian agent, e(to Kamiakin on “a ch 21,1861



49

"...I want to see you on your own land and among your own people. I have
kept your garden for you..you ought to come for your peorle have no chief
now and you lkmow that a pecple without & chief cannot live long. Nearly all

)
the Indians here are farming nwew-sndhy-aregt” VVM-MWW/MMW

Repused To

Yet still Kamiakin wonldmet return and the Yakimas had no head chief,

It was not until the time of the agent, the ev., James H, Wilbur that
a chief was sskexixd elccted endal¥nite $wan was chosen by the head men
who sediessed—r2! cast colored rlibbons to show their preference.

After his death the [ev. Stwire G. Waters wus ele cted Hhead chief
of the L'onfederated Yakima fribes and he died in 1923 or 13 years later.

Whose Power Fred with The Yeaks, ,

The greatest of the chiefs, KQEEEEEE:raas an old and disillusioned man

when he wasted awaygirte—pewesw-maac, In a log cabin that was isolated from

H Q
the rest of the canp =g because he wanted to be alone. aui:&% dled in his

Rock Lake
insecure sanctuasry in 1877 at Rwmlexfzmak, called Tahk Lite, southwest of

Spokane in the homeland.of his father.
He wes visited cemReswsiwlme in the fall of 1870 by ¥.P, Winans, who rode
ol fé& S B ‘
down from “olville [Neservetion on instruction of Colonel “amuel Ross to
deliver 20 bales or 600 blankets," his due under the treaty.,"

" I ]

"He listened silently to &ll1 I had to say," saidbdinans. Then he arose,
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standing erect with his left arm e xtended, pointing with his right hand
to the ragged sk eve of his gray woolen shirt,

W ’

*sSee, L am a poor man, but too rich to receive anythimz from the United
States, ! he said."

Winans said that Kamiakin felt and believed that he had ‘emm been deceived
and wronged by the United States and deserted by his people., He wished no
favors from either,

&0 Winans took the blankets back to Colville and distributed them Ganmnsipmnr

YeemEislr to the needy.

Within two years the settlers crowded around Kamiakin's camp and filed
\ Shel ter cel
on the land he had ke occupled and the-lend-thetitield his family in
the g‘_arth where all become as one. He died, embittered and broken hearted.
Kamiakin was burled on a rocky ledge, in a secret place, in the manner
of his people.
A few yesrs ffterwards the relatives went there to fit on new buckskins

4[58 , _
as wasﬁ custom,td Zm ANC&GM? cﬁavlst,

The head had been severed from the body s d was missing.
If has not yet been recovered so it can be ret\urnec; as Owhi explainedsy

to Yovernor Stevens at the *‘reaty Council of 1855, to the Larth.
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