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".,see are tormented almost every m&m®k day by the white people who desire
to settle on our lands and although we have bullt houses and opened gardens

‘they wish, in spite of us, to teke possession of the very spots we occupys"”

He wrote:

Rem onsTRaTe

"We smatae®e |and tellfthem thit this 1f our landy/they repl4 that fOV=

ermment /glives tielmh the rAfht to #gqttle 1 pny pary of[the Orggo Toryitbry

and tlley degjife to, tgke land An this-very Spor."

es n\h Skéd le e WoRet existedamong-those—east—of

"Nom we wish to know whether this 1s the law of the white man or the Indian.

If 1t 1s our land the white man must not trouble us. If it is the land of

o
v the white magn, when did they buy it¢= <

good land will be taken; where

"If we lose our country, what shall we do?"

Stevens' oath as governor was signed, March 21,1853, and recorded Jan,
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2,1854 by C,H. Mason, sacretaryrafvdas%ington Territory.

That year, R.R. Thompson, Indian Agent for Middie Oregon, residing at the
Dalles, made a report to Palmer in which he mentimed that portions of "this
country 1s rather invitlng to settlers."

The military station at'Fhe Dalles was garrisoned by two comnanies of
the Fourth Infantry, 53 men commanded by Major Gabpiel Rains., There was also
a Yatholic misslion under the superintendence of Father Mesplie."This is the
only mi~sion withlin the distrlct and was establishe@ with the breaking
up of the Protestant Mission in 1847, one of which, ;éthodist, was at this
point," the agent wrote.

On January 16,1854, Palmer wrote to Stevens that he had recommended to

the Indian Department the "early extingulshment of title to all the lands

as a measure important to the preservation of peuce _}Etfggggateéﬁ%ﬁﬁt=fﬁg‘

and summer would "enable us to act more understandingly to the establishment
of agencles and determining the localities In which to colonize the Indian
tribes."

The Journal of the Hpuse of Represéntatives at Olympia,by now in
Washington Territory, showed that it convened February 27,1854, on the

day designated by “tevens! proclamation of November 28,1853,
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Among those "entitled to vote" from Clarke County (the official

spelling before the "e" was dropped) was 5eC A.J.VBolon who was

named to the territory's first Indian #ffairs committee. Stevens told the.

Yakima , at the Treaty Council, that he woild appoint Bolon their agent.

And 1t was Bolon whose violent death in the Yakina country at wahk Shum

in the Simcoe Mountains, set off the smoldering dissatisfaction,

The Journal of February 27 pointed to the iievitable when the executive
body convened and was told that the "Indian title has not been extinguished
nor even & law passed to provide for its extinguishment east of the Cascade
Mountains,"

he Council recognized that there were 10,000 Indians in the territory

"in about equal proportion east and west of the Cascades.,  The non=

[ess Fhanw

Indian population then was apmesmiwmately 4,000,

Stevens, in his message to the Couneil stated:"I will recommend
memoralizing @ongress to pass a law authorizing the President to open neg-

otiations with the I-.dlens east of the Cascades to provide fdr'the extInguishme



27

of the title .in their lands and to make ample ap ropriation for the act,"
cﬂggggﬁgh Bolon was not appointed special agent for Yashington Territory
unt 11 March 17,1854, he wrote to Stevens at Olymplia the previous month

(Sames McALisTer)

recomnending that the valley "near the f irst camp of Mcaylisteryafter leaving

the Yakima river 1s a suitable place for timber for buillding. The next point
I think would be near the missim in the Spokien coumntry,"

That September Pa;l.mer appolnted Nathan Olney special agent for Indian
tribes in Oregon, while Olney was living at "Wascopam" Wasco County, the
present Dalles, and revealed that Falmer contemplated entering into tresties
‘with all tribes in Opregon "for the purchase of the country."

Bolon submitted an annual report for 1854 to Stevens for ﬁhe Central

. ¥
Digtrict "comprised bet.een the Cascade and Bitter Koot Mountains,"
He wrote:"I directed my attention in the first place to the Yakamas. OF

the five influential chiefs I succeeded in seeing but three, Shawawai,
Skloom and Teias. Owhi, the brother of the last was in the buffalo
country and Kamalyakan, the mostrimportant of all was‘not to be found,
On pgrting with him (Shawawai) I offered some small payments, His people
gladly accepted but Shawawal declined saying that he had been advised not

to take any presents as 1t would create a lien on their lands., The idea 1s

a very natural inference of the Indians from what they have seen in
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Orggon where small presents were distributed on the negotiation of treaties
which were afterwards rapudiatéd while the lands remained in possession of
the settlers,

"In rerard to the occupation of the territory by the whites h§ (Shawawal)
declined stating his feelings till he could consult his brothers, When T met
him subsequently he sald thet he had seen them and was w;lling that the
Americans should come in provided a bargain was first made for the country,
He had recently procured a brand and was marking his ownstock,"

!golon went to.the Ahtanum mission to talk to Kamiakin but that chief was.

h%;phe mountalns and Skloom was at the general council of the Nez Percesg

one of the two 'rincipﬁl men/of

st111 about, TNeids infomi‘ed e that
2 | ]

a number his people

marked with great order, ay they again asseémbled, an elas replied
in substfance that he/had for the first time heen addressied by/a white man
on matters of great [ importance. He was plleased that| the Father of

the seen| f1t to assist|/ in protd4cting hig peopl rom'fhe great

evi), the mad $pirit of the strong water cglled ruym, That Yhey had

once been a strong pedple, a great nationj;thelr country was thick with men
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)
but men came|in and with them br%ﬂght Tullsws 8N

d/hundreds tkus perifhed.

H‘e had deter:

settlement o

him a spellNng booke

- Bolon wrote that "they will consent to dispose of the great p&rt'of‘thnm

. Athelir landsqéiﬁ Q) mug t_be made

They raise a little corn and some melons and pumpins but chiefly potatoes
and peas, Of the former I think they must have about 15,000 bushels this

year, “heat they formerly raised but have dis continued to do so as they have
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no mills and they say thelr women are tired pounding it. Shawawal has

_purchased a patent churn and maltes his own butter,"

"eeel have not yet permanently located the agency.jéﬁuﬂﬁpﬁhg/mldd;n

Stevens notified the Hudson's Bay Company that its trade with the tribes

was to cease after July 1,1854 and the same month the agent,Thompson wr ote
from the Dalles that "rumors are rife that it is the intention of the whites
as soon as spring opens to make an indiscriminate war on them, Peopeomoxmox

ci:lled to see me...and was impressed with the same 1dea."

aw atmosphere WeR e
And 1t was 1in such s—geibins that actual treaty negotiations mith—the

undeptaken with the 2,4;'(;‘-,,,.,_490
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T

‘Control of Indian affairs in aghington “erritory was vested in the

govgrnor dftqe territory, Isaac I, Stevens, when Oregon and “ashington
territories were separated by §ongress, March 2,1853.1Stevens was ex-officio
superintendent of Indian affairs four years after taking office March 21,
1853 and was rellieved on June 2,1857 by James W. Nesmith of Oregon as

superintendent 88 both territories.

Stevens negotiated Mine treaties iIn the territory between December 26,

1854 and January 25,1856, but only that of Medicine Oreek was quickly rat-

1fied, the others being delayed until March and April of 1859, “hese—exeatsd

Stevens organized his Freaty Gommission at Olympia on December 7,185¢ by
appointing James Doty secretary; George Gibbs, surveyor; He«A, Goldsborough,
commissary agd Frenk Shaw Interpreter, told them of the urgency for treaties
and placing the Infllans on reservations and read treatles that had beeq

concluded with the Oto, Missouri and the Omaha, Gibbs was instructed
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to prepare a program of treastles which was precsented when the group
reconvened three days later,

Doty then proceeded to prepare the way east of the Cascades, He wrote,
March 21,1855 from Walla Walla that he had reached a camp two and one-half
miles from Fort “aila Walla saEeeme—awrry and had decided upon establishing
a depot on the'Tbuchet river six miles from the fort and ten miles from"

BromFoRrd's _
Brooke and BEgeFesds trading post. "It is impossible to place it at Walaptu

(weitatpw
)Whitman's old mission) on account of high water.

» WO es d

On March 26th he wrote that he had conferred with Lawyer "the ackriowledged
i_head chief of the Nez Perces and he has promised to bring all his people
together at any time within four or eight weeks...l also had several conference

with Peo Peo Mox Mox the only chief of the Walle wallas and find him rather

N
difficult to manage, MWMMe

nd retire

o att th o] on e ' posseé
\m&&h{hg* He has agreed to mest the Yayuses, Nez Perces & Palouse- Indlans
- g ffom ForD's
in council upon your arrivel at some point near Brooke and 3
and conclude a treaty,."

Doty then went into the Yakima country and from "“amp #n the



.
i s ]
Attanum ‘alley, Anril 3,1855," wrote,Stevens:

"We reached here on Saturday the 30th, tﬁ&xxag;mqgﬂnerg_notmin_rhair
t;anp\ngﬁ\ggx\!9p6“agBzfbQgg/£n,thg,mou&Egiﬁai,Khnw;ggzthat\Ehﬂ»ficat»
§Egﬁaf\¢d Soril C3 , c he

Qa}aaionﬂand_ﬂas\qgg,miitﬁkeﬁ“ﬁqgﬂfsthckgg,%ﬁtmi at
(Chmecha

ll. 1 _The 8 chsalatara __ Qng conferenece 0 “ﬁ' 632 o . on .
E{iv me g cam"’ " W,; ETS, ...".u esden ke pé

hatt<beern dispasthed . dhetid TrFIvel,
Clamia lan)

"Camiamckun flatly refused and ‘eias amccepted. Yesterday all the chiefs but

one , Owhi and a large number of Indians were prepent Chut—beingdeberaimed

ﬁhgﬁﬁgr\_xhey wish the gov.(government?) to conclude treaties with them.,.

A11 the Yakima chiefs, viz ﬁamiackun,‘féias, Owhi, Shawawai and F:loom

agreed to meet you at Walla walla_: r peonle with them. Fo

and tof conclude a treety which would place them forever on friendly terms

N
with the whitesu;4ﬂany are already far advanced...they make butter and

cultivate the soll., f-dudy



it ¥ nJ&xsee/‘he way clea

which I mich wished to make

,

B

"The/. cha rggs againsy Mr, “oJon are, I have rgason to bedieve, er/irely

grbun lessjk ‘heir ith or falsity must be prgven by ¥Yhe [Yakimd g¢ghiefs /AvHo

are t est\Unformed as’to 1 . ;olo 's dondudt wHille amodnd them.\!

He wrote again froﬁ "Camp on the “ttanum, 10 miles below the mission,"
suggesting that Stevens bring considerable gold of small denominationa‘
and some slilver for small purchases, maps showing tribes east pf the
Gascadégani estimate of numbers, an almanac for 1855 and copies of tresties
concluded on the sound.

Beside the actual Tresty Notes of the Council of “alla walla in May and

June, 1855, one of the sources about the event 1is the joirnal of “olonel



Lawrence Kilp, U.S.A.&,- loe

at" % . € -5 Ore ’

r at € Star Office, Eugene,im 1

Kip had gone by steamer from “an Francisco to Fort Vancouver early in\\,

ﬂay, a six-day voyage.\ W e ®

e wa pirte lo and thin were the company bull g8,

The same ship carried 150 recruilts for the Fc-)urth Infantry, under Captaj_'.n-*"ff.‘%;

C.C. Augur., Fort Vancouver was at that time commended by Colonel Benjamin’
L.E, Bonneville and two companies of the Fourth Infantry and one of the

T A
hird frtillery were stationed there.

ar a compeny of recru%

/( ored by the monotony of "guard mount Ing=-the morning ride--the drillw-the
lohg talk over the dinner t able~-the evening parade--the still longer talk
at night with reminiscences of "‘ést Point days--and then to bed," “Eap
determire d to 2o along. 'Fhey went on the Bteamer,l Belle) which operated as

far as the Cascades, the head of navigatlon; made the portage around "the

great salmon f ishery...the sesson of which comnenced in this month,.. 7

the aboriginal village of Wisnram y 8t the head of the narrows which they
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(Lewis and (lark) mention as being the place of resort for the tribes from

the interiors.,"

de gescribed the post of The Palles,"The bulldings are badly arranged,
having been planned and erected some ye:rs ago by thé Mounted Rifles when
they were statlioned in Oregon. The officers! quarters aré on the top of a
hill, %xEm and the barracks some distance further down, as if the offices
Intended to get as far f rom them as possible,"

g spent a week there end declided to accompany Lieutenant Archibald Cracie
and forty m'en. to the grand ccuncil; Prr=pere assigned by Ma jor Nain@'s for

the dutye ‘he party left, ay 18,end riding 20 to 40 miles a day =B

W‘ms they arrived
at the camp selected for the councile. }‘*?:?-' Wem‘ E:f e 7 2’34

"It was in one of the most beautiful spots of the Walla Walla Yalley,
£ E, e les dTsteamt 18 s6dn-therange of -

almer and Stevens were al‘ready encamped with

well wooded with plenty of water

P
thel r party,

"With the later we dined," Kip wrote, "As was proper for the hiphest
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dignitary on the ground, he had a dining room separate from his tent. #n
arbor had been erected near 1t, in whichwas placed a table hastily constructed
for

from split pine logs...® tent w s procured ®emn Iieutenant Gracile fmx and

myself while the men erected ISmw—himewwe®wes huts of boughs spreeding over

them pack covers,"

‘ | KipP
. Friday &a\med with rain splashing on the tents, When it cleared S=—uuT ey

rode &&= to the Nez ferce camp to v isit Lawyer and found him reading a New
Testament while a Cerman soldler was making his portrait in crayon.

E‘he soldierlwas Fustavus Sohon, a wood carver and bookbinder wit=mt
#EdTng who enlisted In the Army in 1852 at Wew York, went with his company
aboard the Golden “est to the Pacific(Poast and reached Fort Dalles in
September, 1852, He was one of an escort of lé men of the Fourth Inf.‘antiry
sent from there on July 18,1853 with a supply train to the ra 1lway survey

thew 34 Ypars old,

party, Steve@pa} headed the survey, coming from St,Paul early in June,

1853, moved westward and contected a second survey party from the Pacific
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comnanded by Captain Mc¥lellan, Sfevews Reached @L*)MP?Q November 6.

a_zNted~1l e | bec

ch an ea Stevens, impressed with Sohon's

work, made & speclal request to Major General John E, Wool, commander of

the Military Department of the Pacific asking that Sohon be transferred

to his com,nand,vx-‘!q-'a’t;wa.s»d-oafa and at the councll where over 60,000 square

Aezteetreh  paade
miles of land were ceded by the ®ewersl tribes, Sohon ussS=brere—rotoraing

‘mgxmrxR® the only known liknesses of some of the chiefs,

6 ] o) t ou : tha

en saw the

\exrival oA 360Cayuses Yn Punday morning it rained heavily but the stom

Kip
broke Yefore—Tmmm and%ompanjed Stevens to the Nez Perce camp where

one of the chiefs was dellvering a sermon_ I7%

"They have prayers in the I lodges every morning and evening--several
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times on Synday--and nothing will induce them on t hat day to engage in
trading," Kip wrote. (These then were some of the "wi]_.d savages, the
ignorant and idolatrous people " that the superintendent, Part, mentioned
in a letter to “gent Wampole, July 21,1850,)

On Monday the chiefs of more distant tribes and their followers began

0f S.0v0

arriving and the encampmentrstretched over the valley for more than a mile,

The council was called for noon on May 29, a Tuesday, but it was 2 o'clock

e e Z}xterpreters were sworn

before 1t mety hpdw¥
Then

in, Stevens spoke and\rain forced an adjournment,

Tbe ccunclil re-convened g&EL_nrtrowE on May 30 and Kip described it:

"It was a striking scene. “irectly in front ofcévernor Stevens' tent a
wmall arbor had been erected In which, at a teble, sat several of his party
taking notes of everything said, in front of the arbor on a bench sat Yovernor
Stevens and L"'emeral Palmer, and before them, in the open air in concentric
seml-circles , were ranged the Indlans, the chiefs in the front-ranks

in order of their dignity, while the background was filled with women aﬁd
children, The Indians sat on the ground,(in their own wrds,) reposing on

the bosom of their Great Mother,!

"Governor Stevens made a long spcech, setting forth the object of the
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the council, #s he finished each sentence the interpreter repeated it to

two of the Indlans who announced ih a lound volice to the rest--one g in
the Nez Perce and the other the "alla Walla language."
The next day Stevens and Palmer made long speeches. There was no counctl

June 1, Kip explaining that the Indians wanted to consider the proposals mé

and meet on noon the following day when the chlefs spoke. @@&z@~4fﬁ}-eeﬁhgi}ﬁ

&gt‘lEiﬂng42nQggf&\§Eﬁday\ggd2I;;K%p“a?tﬁ)grsaﬁTng*in’ﬁis-%enf\ccde—be_theu

Mission, dined with Stevens that evening and awaiﬁed the arrival of 40

pack mules frOmﬂfhe Dalles with more provisions because it had originally been
ET??ﬁlanned to complete the treaty in May,

"The council resumed on‘monday, when anyer spoke for the Nez Perces and
others followed until 5 o,'ciock. a o & a a
W
. Stevens and ‘almer spoke again on June 5 and Kip wrote tha he deéected
a feeling of hostlllty among some of the tribes;'There was no council
June 6 because the Indilans wished to meet iIn their own @ouncil,

On the seventh, Kip sat at the teble in the arbor and wrote some of the

speeches,

Stgvens sald:"My brothers. "e expect to have your hearts today. Lot us
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ir hearts out, *

/yer described how the tribes in the east receded as the whites

ached, and told of the coming of Leuis and Clark,

Young;emief of the Cayuse , who Kip f-1t was opposed to the treaty, asserted
that he had no right to sell the ground wh'ch as Kip wrote," God had given
/ for their support.’ And Young Ohief asked:

"I wonder if the ground 1s listening to what 1s sald? Though I heap what
the ground says. The Gpeat Spirit tells me to take care of the Indians, to-
feed them gright, *he Ypest Spiﬁit appointed the roots to feed the Indians
on. Ihe water says the same thing, the Great Spirit directs me., Feed the
Indians well, *he grass says‘the'same thing, F;ed the horses and cattle,
Thé ground, water and grass says, 'the great Spirit has given us our names,
Wé have these names and hold these names, Neither thelndians or whites have

a8 right to change these names, *‘he ground says, 'The ‘Great Spirit has
placed me here to produce all that grows on me, trees and Frults,Agem the

sameé way the ground s8ys,'1it was from me man was made,!

"The Upeat Spirlt , in pPlacing men on the earth désired them to take
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good care of the ground and to do each other no harmees"

Kip, who did not record the arrival of the Yak:mas in his Journal,
then first mentioned Kamiakin.
"General Palmer said’" I want tos ay a few words to these people, but'
before I do so, if Kamiakin weants to spesk, I would be gléd to hear him,t"
Kamlakin, .?;kima chlef said:'I have nothing to say.'
Governor Stevens asked "How will Kamiakin or “kloom épeak?f'f to which

Kamiakin replied:

"What have I to be talking about?"





