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county schools e RN A

by T.R. Niskel,
Superintendent Tulare County Sehoolsm,

Growth of sehools and the number of pupils has not beén
phenominal but it has been steady and healthy as has the
growth of the ecounty and its industries since the sounty
was chartorld in 1852,

I have been unable to uneerth flgures from the very stapg
of the eounty as & unit but reeords disclose that the number
of pupils from 4 %o 18 years of age in 1858 totaled 287, The
year 185 9 showed an incrsase in number of the mmwgm same ages
to 574, |

In 1861, there were 284 pupils in the Visalia sdhool distriet,
124 ia the Elbow distriet, 152 in Woodville district and 85
in the Persian distriet, '

In the Visalila Delta of Jenuary 8, 1863, we reads

"Tulare ¢ounty reports 822.achool ehildren and reeeives from
the state $73° as her semlesnnual share of the sehool funds,
By prudent management, ‘the trustees in this district hgvo got the
school out of debt end now have tdmd idle eash on hand,"

By 1866, there were 15 sehiocl dlstriets and the total number
of pupils resached 861, Today we have 864 Seachers}

It 1s interesting to mehs compere the mumber of pupils in
the respeetive sehool distriets in 1866 with the number in the
same distriets today (fm latter frem report of 1938);:

n ore




ad one county sehools

District
Cottonwood
Deep Creek
Elbow
Elbow Creek
Kaw eah
Outside Creek
Packwood ; 131
¥ings River o 171
Union 50 61
Wl® River ,

Xutars(now Portervilie) 149 1493
Venice 40 s %
Visalia 220 1515
Willow 39 43

There were 14 sghool distriets in 1867 and 1028 pupils
which showed a eoniderable increase over 1866,

By 1868, there were 17 sehool districts, In that year there
we re 44 pupils in the Tulare district as against 1478 for
19383 in Fammersville, 7° es against 104; in Oak Grove €1 as
egainst 71, and on Rockford 46 as against 88,

By 1869, there were 18 sechool distrists with 1287 pupils,

Today, there are in Tulare county (1938 census)
ReRExBxpupkin 20,657 pupils and if the kindergarten ehildren end
Junior eollege students were added the total would be 21,395,

There is general public in re% teachers!? 1nstitu\to .
and I am offering the following o = ;
the Institute of liay, 1868s

more




ad two eounty schools :
| Depubty C unty ﬁuperintcndant Noah Ilood xp presided.
Important parts were taken in the Institute by Bcv. J. Edvards,
Re V. L. Hopkins and Reve G.H, Kinmke ae 1. Re v! Snell gave
en address on "Sehool Government,” Rev. J.W. Conwell was elected
vice=president of the Institute and spoke on "The Adva-.nlbage,{
of the Public fSchool System,”
Iines of éncught of the period are reflected in the following
subjecta which were dlseussed during tho Institute:
"The Use and ;A:"uu- of Corporal P;ns.ahmt."
"Are Public Exeminations and Exhibitions Adviseable?"
"Fhe Mode of Hxplaining Equations of Payments and the
Longitude eand Time," S
"Cen Teaching be Reduced to s Seience?”

-

"Resolved, that Drawing 1s a Good Mode of Obtaining a
Thorough Knowledge of School Geographies,"

"Shouid Priveleges and Awards be Offered for Superlority |
of Schohramr»'f"

In 1866, the county sehool superintendent of schools
ha'd greater authorit ¥y over use of funds than he has at the
present time, He handled the school funds exelusively and when
one district was short of funds, it was legal for him to' transfer
here and there as he saw fil,

Clmment:u zemordxe of C unt;'y Superintendent W.P, Eirkland
in 1879, made T concerning various sehooly distriets
are recorded in the Kimsitm Delta as lollowss



ad three eounty sehools

Cove School Distriets  "The sehool in this district is in
charge of Mp, L.A. Rockwell who is making a success in this, his
first attempt at peda doguing, It is, in fact, the most
satisfactory sehool ever taught in this district, The sehool is
orderly, attentive end industricuscees.sThe library is small and
of little valus," |

' Antelope: "‘me"lehool is above average, The library

sonsists of 14 volumes, one of which is wvaluable and the remainder
serve to show how successful the book agent was 1n disposing of
his worthless books," -

Stone Corrals "There are 38 pupils enrolled where liss
¥agclie Tadd Tod holds the rod,"

¥ okohls "The building and furniture are in a delapidated
condition and no water on the preﬂ.sea, all of whieh was promised
the attention of the trustees, The Jibrary consists of 18
well bound volumese, There are 18 scholars in attendance and I
regret t«:) say that I cannot speak epprovingly of the nﬁnagamnt of
the sehool and rospecirnlly call the attention of the trustees to

the same”

nore



a d feur county sehools |

County sehool superintendents since and inecluding 1855
follows ‘ \
| 1855-=J.8. Hateh, W.G. Russell,
185 8w~J. R, Kenney, _
1869~=0.K, § 1th, J.C., McCshey, .
1861~-Jotn ¢“tler, J.B. Tayler, T.0. Eilis,
1865+=A. . Afwelly M,.S. Ve rrill,
288w 1867==T.J, Brundage, J.W, Willtams,

1869-=8 G, Creighton.,

1873-~R,P. Ye rrill,

1878~=7.P, Kirkland,

1879--V,7. Fllis,

1882w .1, Iﬁrphy.

1890=~5.A, Crookshanks,

1894==J.S, McPhall,
X588% 1898--5.A. Crockshanks,

1002=C.J. Walker,

1910--7.E. Buclkman,

1934-=Roy L. Driggers,

1988--T.R. Niekel,
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promotion for Mondey, Xpx May 1, and Tues a.m,

Many present day residents of Visalia and Tulare sounty dm
express abhorence when told of the rabbit drives of early days
whieh oeccurred in xRtzparémzm€xzthr many sestions of the San
Joaquin valley and in Tulare eounty in particular, These moderns
are prome to call the drives "brutal" but the old time residents
will affirm, with considerable vehemence, that thoy wers necessary
to clear the plains of a most destrustlve rodent,

An agcount of the early drives will be mong the features
of the Anniversaries Edition of the Visalia Times-Delta and the
Morning Delta ‘whieh will be published on May 24, just prior
to the amlmal Homeceming Day and Visalla Redeo, |

As many as 8000 rl_-bbi.ta'huvo been reported slaughtered
in the drives and eounts of 4000 to were not unuml, it
ias stated, The county in that period paid a bounty for
the sealps of the boutl although soms of them were shipped to
market in San Francisco, 3

The Anniversaries Edition will mark the 80th anniversary
of the founding of the Visalia newspapers, the 87th an iversary of
the ehartering of Tulare county, the 86th anniversary of the
founding of Visalia, the 65th anniversary of the chartering of
Visalia a8 e eity and the 50th anniversary of the Visalia Chamber of
Commer e, known in the early days as the Board of Trade,

#



promotion for Tyes, » May 2, and Wed, a.m, AR?T

The "horse and buggy days™ are not so far baek as
some present day politicians and editorial writers would have
the general publie believe,

There are plenty of residents inm Visalia todsy whose memories
date baek to t‘b.o priod shown in today's photograph and published
in eonnection with the forthecoming Anniversaries Edition of
the Visalia newspapers, slated for publication on NMay 24, just
prior to the opening of the anmuel Visalia Rodeo,

Magy of those who owned horses and "rigs" did not wish to
bothered with caring for them on their own premises and "boarded"

them at one of the meny Visalia livery stables for about what
it would cost today to store an automebile in a safe gu'ago.

In addition, the stables of the peried rented bugsies,
surries and saddle horses by the day end it was a -common Sunday
custom for young mem to take their favorite ladies riding,

A trip as far off as Tulare was not unsual but to go as far as
Lindsay or Hanford was something else againm,

"Whip light end Dive slow" was the slogen of most
liver y stable owners,

The Anniverseries Edition will ‘mark the 80th anniversery of
the founding of the V selia _newspaper, the 87th anniversary of the
chartering of Tulare eounty, the 86th anniversary of the founding
of Visalia, the 65 anniversary of the ehartering of Visalia as a
eity and the 50th snniversary of the founding of the Visalia

Clamber of ¢%merce,
#



bromotion for Wed,, May 3, snd Thurs, aem,

Pletures of what was and what 18 will be among the meny
features of the Ann.iveruriu Edition of the Visalia Times=Delta
and the Visalia Horning Delta which will be published om
VMay 24; a short time before the opening of the mmma% anmal
Visalia Rodeo,

Some of theee pho’cogupha show soenes in Visalia and other
seetlons of the county as early gk as the 1860's and others
woere talen but recently to contrast with the earljer onos,

COrners whieh once were oceupied by shacks or nondeseript briek
bulldings now are oseupied by modern brielk bulldings with
modern merchandising shops,

Men's and women's styles of dress will be contrasted in the
- early piletures, In the early d_u;g of Visalia, despite the
dusty dirty sidewalks and streets, women wore long skirts which
swept the dust in the swmer and dipped into the md in the
winter,

The A‘n:l-verurie-a Edition will mark the 80th annivers:zry of
the founding of the Viselie mwapaperl, the 87th anniverssry of the
founiingxef ochartering of Tulare eounty, the 86th anniversary of
the founding of Visalia, the 65th ammiversary of the cshartering of
Visalia as a city and the S0th lnnﬂorury of the founding of the
Visalia G amber of L N—

Orders may now be plaeced for aditR additional ecopies of the
Edition at the office of the newspapers, The edition will cost
25 cents, postage paid to any address in the United States, A1l
subseribers to the Visaliae Times-Delta and the Morning Delta will
receive copies of the Editipn without charge,

#



promotion for Thurs,, May 4, and 'ri, a,m, - ART

Members of the Visalia Fir_o Department always were active
in celebrating the Fourth of qnly and when there was nothing
espeelally alated for Visalia, members of the department would
participate elsewhere,

Such was the case in the ease of the members of the old
Volunteeor Department when the went to Hguford to take part
in the celebration there, The photograph was submitied in
eonnegtion with the forthemming Anniversaries Edttion of the
Visalia Times-Delte and the Morning Delta wileh will be issued
on May 24, just prier to the ennusl Homecoming Day and Visalia
Rodeo,. ' |

In these early day celebrations, ice water snd even kpmy
"pink lemonade” often were placed in barrels for free consumption A
by the publie while fairly lerge glasses of beer were retailed
at five cents, ,

Tﬁa early day eelebrations, steged before the "safe and sene"
Fourth campaigns of z'-u?nt yearlj,lf generally we ro climaxed at
night by & "super" display of fireworks, mostly under the
szpert dirveotion of an expert from San Francisco,

Many a celebration wes interrupted for the fireman by
grass or more nricus firee when resplendent uniforms we re

wrecked by fire or water,

The Aﬁniwzmnrie.s Edition 'i;ll mark the 80th lmimrs'ary of the
founding of the Visalila nmpnper.fs, the 87th amniversary of the
chartering of Tulare county, the 86th enniversary of the founding o
of Visalia, the 65th snniversary of the chartering of Visalia as a
eity and the 50th anniversary of the Visalia Chamber of C")nm;ereo.

p i -



promotion for Fri,, May 5, and Sat a.m,

Visalia of the early c}a:ra was not a city surrounded by
same of the richest orchards, vineyards and alfalfa fields
that one sees today, |

Mueh of the territory was covered by swamp land whiech
was drained before it could be put to practical use, Of:hor
property in &1; county was "little better than a dese rt,"
sccording to an artlels to be published in the erurgo's
Edition of the Visalia Times=Delta and the Morming Celta, to
be puilish.d'oﬂ Hay 2¢ just prior to the opening of the annual
Visalia Rodeols

While the potential value of land in the immediste eity
of Visalia was reecgnized early, it took years of labor om
the part of the ploneer residents to bring it to it.l present
high state of development There were differeneces, too, between
stoek men and sheep men and bdtween other induatries that
impeded progress, |

Aooounts of the early -days will be featured in the
fortheoming Edition which will marks the 80th anniversary of
the Visalia n'aupaperu_, the 87th anniversary of the chartering or
Tulare county, the 86th snniver sary of the founding of Vinalil;
sng the 65th anniversary of the ehartering of Visalias as a city
end the 50th enniversery of the founding of the Visalia C'smber
of C‘:momo - |

#



promotion for Sste, May 6, and Mon, a.ns

It has been said that the dairying industry ste t-eﬂ in
Tulare county startved when the first settler arrived with a
cow tied to his e,ov;rea wagon but the bed of the early day
dairymsn was not a bed of ro.um', states an article that is tol
appear in the fortheoming énniversaries Idltion of the Visalie
Times-Delta and the Morning DPelta which is to come off the
presses on Nay 24, just prier to the opening of the anmial
Visalia Rodeo, — ‘

First two n?mﬁs to establish the industry were failures,
states the 2 rticle, and progress later was impeded whem renchers
considered frult and grape production far more profiteble--and more
seccording to the dignity of a land holder of any proportions,

How the industruet wus developed will be dessribed
in the Anniversaries Xdition as will the progress of other
industries in the ¢ ocunty. :

The A™niverssries Edition will mark the 80the anniversary
of the founding of the Visalia newspapers, the 87th annivers ry
of the chartering 'or Tulare county, the 86th anniversary of the
q founding of Visalla, the 65th ammiversary of the chartering of
Visalia as a city and t}he 50th enniversary of the founding of the
Visalia C,_amber of C'mercel

e P



do you remember ead page, Mon, Msyl, and Tues, a,m,

"Do Jyou remember," asks Austin Grant,

"when Malloch!s
brewery stood

at the corner of Msin ang Eridge streets?

At the
same tlme, the Sheep Herder!

8 hotel stood across the street==thig
vas in the latter part of the 18701g,"

3m
Visalia Weelkly Delta, December 24, 1859
"Themzzes new bridge across M111
progressing rapidly toward eompletiong"

A

From the

creelk on'Church street ias

Sm

From the Visalia Weelly Delta, January 21, 1860

"The Steamboat "Visalia,! Just completed for naviga ting

Sen Joagin river between Sotckton and F
on her trial trip this weelk,"

. the resno City, started

2m
From the Visalias

Veelkly Delta, February 18, 18603
"It 1s a

Tact that we have & milk wagon now

running through
the streets of Visalie, Mre E.

Smith will deliver milk to the
towmn every morning and evening,
enterprise in a tcow county!

citizens of the This astonishing

should be encouraged,"

4



do you remember ed page, Tues,, kpxei May 2, and Wed, a,m,

"Do you remember," asks Mrs, Clark Ferguaon, "when tho old
Tulare-Visalia railway, which later was mc]ud and lbndonod,
ran down South Court street? I remember it well because
my mother used to_ punish me when I ran away from our home mixike
on South C™urch street to watch the train g0 bye The punisiment
dld no good as the train simply was too fascinating,"
3m
From the Visslia Veekly Delta, February 25, 1860
"The Baptist ehurch will hold dlvine services every fourth
Sunday and Saturday previous in the Méthodist Brick church
when not otherwise oceupied,"
3m -
From the Visalim Weekly Delts, March S, 18603
"Mr, Smiﬁh has commenced another term of his dancing school
end will hereafter oceupy the eourt house instead of the hall,
as formerly,"
3m
From the Visalie Weekly Delta, December tp 18602
"There are four religlous denominations here organized: two
Methodist
Bexkkei churches, north gnd south; a Baptist shurch and a Churech
of C_"'ri-lntnns."
3n
From the Visalia Veekly Delta, July 14, 18603
"There will be three days of racing over the new Visalia
course, about one and a half miles from town, commenecing on

the firstday of August next,"
#



do you remember ed page, Wed, May 3, and Thurs, a,m,

"Do you remember," asks Mrs, Robert R. Williems, "when
buggles and surries were tied to rings along thé curba in front

of stores in Visalia? I believe a few of those rings still
remain, Do you remember on® night years ago when three livery
stables were destroyed by fire? When I first came to Visalia,
in 1899, I rode with my parents in a surrey pulled By two horses
from Dudlo_y, Calif, It took us two days to msce the trip,"

Sm

From the Visalia Weekly Delta, December 29 1860:

"We will puff and patronize the first business man and hts busines
who will make a gravel erossing on lhin at;set at some convenient
point, One made and there will be otl}ors, the necessity of which
it is not necessary to motmiznpt spealk,”

& g

Prom the Visalia Weekly Delts, December 29, 18603

"During the late rains the court house settled--some say three
incho-'l--'-md some say but one=-whether it be three or one s 1t matters
not, as it shows tl_ut structure is not founded on a roek "and when
winds blow and rains descend,"it miy sink and in other w ords
"go to pot,"

B
From the Visalia Weekly D-1ta, March 16 s 1861:
"Oour county jail which has been for a long time without a
Yenant 1s now occupied by a John Cjinaman !hc; is held in X%k *limbo!
until the next ternt of the court of sessions to answer to the charge
of grand lareeny, John stole a rope with a horse attached,"
#



do you remember ed page, Thurs, May 4, and I'ri, a.m,

"Do you remember,” asks Roy P. Grant, "when the old dummy
gray horse stood on the sidewalk in front of Fred Uhlts -

l‘

Gray Horse Harnmess Shop at the cornmer of Cyurch and Myin streets;
when the negro boy hitehing pest stood in front of Kellenberg's
shoe store inm the same bloek, and when Joe Sherman carried a large
part of the deily mail o.r.ﬂ.nln from the old East Main street
post office on a biecycle?" |
am v

Froam the Visalla Weekly De:u;a,' February 9, 1861:

"A petition is in circulation asking the puuggc' of an asct of
the legislature appropri—:ting‘tha fines which mny. be eollscted
in this county for the next five years, for the establishment of
n'publ.’n_a library, for the use and benefit of the eitizens of the
countye" :

k ¢ !

From the Visalls Weekly Delta, February 16, 1861:

"Stesm engines will shortly mlpérl'odo‘huvad engines in Sen
'ranciseo, Even in that up=-and=down hill eity, they are found to
work well, Theee such engines are now in use there,"

#



do you remember ed page, Fri, May 5, and Sat, a.m,

"Do you remember whem, in the 1870's and the 1880%s,
log fences enclosed several ranches northeast of Vilnlil?;"
asks H,R, MeGee of Dunlap, "These ranches were in the vicinity
of the C;a-tton, Patterson end Cutler holdings slong the river’
bottc-.'_ These fences were constructed partly from the iegs
redwood, pime &nd oak logs which were washed down frm the
mounteins during the flood of 1867. Dick Chatten, in 1880,
offered me half of s pareel of log=covered land if I would clean
it offy I thought the land not worth the #fforti"

From the Visalia Weekly Delta, April 6, 1861s

"For the information of the sntiqarien correspondent of the
Tuolume Courier, we are requested to state that xbm old Nat; Vise
spells his name V-1-s8-9, S0 his version of the orthography of
Visalla is incorrect,”

From the Visallas Weekly Delta, July 4, 1861:

"The court house in this county ought to be finished
internally, It comes nearer the resemblance of an old dilepidsted
bastile than a court house where Americans assemble to adjudicate
their rights and wrongs," |

&l 2

From the Visalis Weekly Delta, July 25, 1861:

"The primery election hed in this place on Saturday last
went off harmoniously and ;miotly. One hundred and sixty=-nine

votes were cast,"



do you remember ed page, Sat,, May 6, and Mon, a.m,

"Do you remember," asiks Roy P. Grant, "when a deerepit X
hitehing rack surrounded the sourt house; when the Palsce hotel
was an Imposing hostlery owmed by Pm Overall snd managed by
Frank Stousland; when a refractory horse, drawing a bakery wagon,
belonging to Grant's bakery, ran wild on Main street, finally
landing, wagon end all, inside the old Bank of Visalia ?"

& .
From the Visalis Weekly Delta, September 26, 1861: ;
- "The schools in town seem prosperous,  The Acadomy; Rev,
B.W, T’ylor, pr_ineipil 6 lfxll sbout 50 studentse The distriet
school, D. Wood, teacher, has about 58, These ave mostly from
this region 'lhich_'lpalk! well for the iInterest felt in the cause
of education here,"
- |

From the Visalia Weekly Delta, November 7, 18613

"The upper part or gib le end of the house of lir, Townsend
fell down Monday night, The building lately bui-lt was '
not quite completeds sand the el tumble was owing, _,daubtl.el-, to
imperfection of the material, As no one was about at the time of the
felling, no one was hurt,"

an ;

From the Tulare C'unty Times, Jamary 2, 1869

"We are much pleased to note that a post office has
been established at Farmersville, P,L. Pearson, we undornt-.md; is
postmaster,”

#



watexj edition

Tulare county, being at the base of some of the mightlest
mountains in the mt#on from which desecend a never-onding supply
of life=glving water, is geographically favored as are few cther
sections of the eountry, Her rivar‘h_hnvc. their sources at the
bases of the loftiest peaks of the ¢ ountry, some of whieh are
snow=capped throughout the year, :

These nmountains and the deep valleys and ehasms et their
bages ceteh the snows in winter in hudge quantities snd store it
until tha werm spring mmd summer suns cause it to melt
~and flow into the valley the various rivers snd smaller

streeme, providing life feor the agriculture of the eounty,

Electriec power and irrigetion development, of couru, are
elosely linked and & separate article on the d_évt‘iom'b of power
appears el-ulh.ﬁe in the Apniversaries Edttion, Another article
in the Anniversaries Edition by Attorney W.R. Bailey touches upom
irrigation develepment .m_ the Kaweah Delta area,

. Barliy T’ulu-o_ eounty 'ploneers were struck by the rieh growth

of t‘:‘rié and plant life in territory adjacent to the streams snd were

impressed equally with the apparent dr;un of the outlying plains
which received their only water supply, except in eccasional
- flood seasons,from rainfall which everaged about 10 inches
a yoare -

more



2 4 one water :

The sun absorbing a large portion of this rain water, the
remaining suprply was inadequete for practical use, Early topographical
sur veys were dissouraging as to the agrioultural possibilites
of the area including Tulare eounty, except for the area now
©occupied by Visalia and vieinity, It was respresented as lttle
better than a desert and "incapable of oultivationg”

. Early residents naturally sought fertile areas and started their *
homes and thus the first irr’igntioﬁ ditch_awr dug in the San Joaguin
valley had its lourc;c in the Kaweah river, This diteh was dug in
1853 Lfmx by ‘lﬂoj Watson to cohvey water to his two-orthree-scre
- pe eh orchard which oct_mpied part of the area now included in
the Home Builders trt;wt In Visalia, The first actual diteh dzg
bullt was dug at the imstigation of Dr, Reuben Vathews, extending from
Upper 1111l ereek whieh secured its waters fpem the EKaweah, to the
Mathews M1ll to be used as a mill race and to irrigate lands for
gerdens,

The Watson ditoh earried water from the mill race from a point
now designated ae the ecommer of East and Acequia streets, and
conveyed it west along Acequia street as far as Locubt street, whence
it engled southwest to the orshard,

In later years, the Jernings and one or two others obtained
their water from the old mill race, The Persien ditch was built in
1864 by James Persian who is said to have planted the first wine grapes
and to have manufestured the first brandy in Tulare eounty, Next
came the Evans and Fleming ditches in 1858 and the Bireh in the
early 1860's, ‘

nore



ad two water R N

By 1875, there were 18 irrigation oanals diverting water from
the Kaweah river, Develomment in other parts of the walley appears
to have been somewhat slower,

The rirnt recorded claim to water fran thé EKings river was
dated July 28, 1863, but by 1875, most of the present canals
divertin: water rm the Kings hed been congtructeds On the
San Joagquin river, filings on water appesr as early as 1857, but
it 18 believed this supply was used for mining purposes,

Water, even for domestiec purposes, came in the early deys
from ditches whieh tapped larger streams, .

An indication that residents were begimning to realize the
potont&ai valuo of unaoi-yauna water is seen in artiele of ‘
the Times of December 5, 1868¢:

"Wilcox's steam water lifter willwmise 500 to 1,000 000
gallons of water to any height, If it be true, as many tests seem
to indicate, that a vast end permanent body of pure water
underlies most of the San Joasquin valley, ,uhe moet arid diatrie'cu
may be made fertile and v‘;lulblo by means of these pumps at no
unreasonable outlay of capitals”

The Times of June 15, 1871, states:

"Mp. R.E, Hyde 1s now engaged in erecting the pioneer windmill
4n our town for the purpose of irrigating his yard and gardem.

We hope that Mr, Hyde's mill will be successful for. the purpose '
for which he is putting it up, ll it w11l influence the
-ce‘ns’tmgﬁion of others snd do away with the entlre dependemce on
ditehese" ;



ed three water
flowing

The first pzmsms well in Tulare county was proven by
the Squthern Pacifie Railrcad compsny in 1872 et Tiptom, Ata
depth of 310 m t, the drillers cobtained a flow of half an inch,
Six years later, Pgige and lMortom put down a well on 1{11&11- rench four
miles west of Tulaere end at a d.pth of 550 feet obtained a flow of
three and a half inches, Subsequently, many wells of this
variety were put down in the portion of the eounty lying west of
the Southeim Pasifie railroad as far west as the westerly line of
Tulare lake, _ .

' From 1854k to 1870, mmerous small ditohes such as Dillon's
and Swn!uu‘ s, wore‘ located in the district south and southeast of
Visalla, but in about 1870 all eonsolidated into ome lerge cl}rml
ealled the C:nco.]_.idltad People's Diteh company, This canal,

20 feet wide, having 1ts source in the Kaweah river about 12 miles
east of Visalia and .lamq.ng during the summer season a flow of
300 cuble feet per second, watered the lands of a distriet 10 miles
wide end 12 or 14 miles long,

The first reel effort in successful irrigetion in Tulare
eounty was acceulpnma in 1872 by the Ison:;; Kings River diteha )
in the vieinity of Lemoore, then in Mare county and now in Kings,
Apong those interested were M,D. Bush, V.F. Geiseler and R,B. Huey,
They incorporated in 1873 and extended their operations, Inmediately
after the opeming of the Lower Kings River ditch in 1872, |
Daniel Spangler undertock to build a ecanal fram Kihgs river to the
Lone Tree distriet whieh later was ecampleted as the Peoples
Ditch gompany,

nore



ad four water

It was in 1872 also that the Watchwuma lsxgk began
operations, eutting a ditch four miles long, Operations were
halted by lask of proper financing and the Pioneer Water company
was orgnni:zod.'to carry water along the same course as the
Vatommna, The Ploneer and the Watehwma later comsolidated
under the name of Watoluma, contimuing to expand until 54 miles
of canal had been cut, 'l'he Watohmme obtains its water from the
Eneau.h. river about 20 miles northeast of Vigalia and flows to a western
terminus sbout 10 miles due west of Visalia, watering about 5000
acres,

In 1873, a large canal called the Last Cpance diteh was
organized and completed in one season, crossing the People's diteh
of Kings river ‘nﬁl irrigating lands on both sldes of the “latters
These two ditches, with the lower Kings river diteh, all coming out of
Kings river, irrigated the entire Lucerne valley, or Mussel
élough dlstriects

The Lakeside Ditch ecompany was organized in 1873 but did
not accomplish mmeh until two years later when a canal 30
feot wide and three feet deep was cut from Cross oreek; a branch
of the Kqweah, to water lamnds in the vlelnifty of Hgnford and to
the east, The Settlers ditel_a,also eut from Cross cregk;
was bullt about the same time, supplylng water to lands north of
Hanford between Cross oreek and Kings river, later selling 1ts rights
4o the Tulare Irrigation districte | _

Among the dltehes eonstructed to teke water f rom the Kaweah a nd
St. Johns rivers at thie onrly_ periodxmmzas and not previously L
mentioned were the Elbow ditch, bullt in 18603 the Uphill dilteh,
bullt in 1877; the Modoc dit?h' the Cross Creek ditch; the Roecky
Ford and Canal company dfftch, }8‘75; the EKaweah canal u;d ;
Irrigation company canal, 1877, and numercus smaller omosS,
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In the Zmismm Tule river sect.‘s.on, the Piomeer Ditch campany of
Tule river organized in 1866, taking water out of Tule river well
up in the hills and earrying it to Porterville to min & mill end
thence to the raneh of J.B, Hoeckett, Iater the stream was used for
power to light the eity of Portervilie,

From 1866 to 1880, probably 20 small d.itahes'ﬂ?o taken out of

Tule river, some of which remain in use, About 1866',. 0. Wileox

cut a dlteh through the south bank of Tule river above the Pioneer
diteh to irrigate several renches, Thx E¥k:Rrymxzdyishzrertzimeity
muxmmﬂmuxiammmxmm

Yez rs of 1ﬂ.tigat:.on. followed tha approprietion e.f wvater from
- the valley streama,mnieiihk this litigation being cmr‘d in a
separate artiele in the Anniversaries Edition,

Sta rtling xemaddm e gricultural results have been obtained
in Tulare county by the development of the use of underground
waters for irrigation,

When underground water first was used for irrigation it was
believed by most residents that the supply was inexhsustible
but as development proceeded and the draft om the supply mcmuod
a lowering of the water table was noted in many areas,

Ensctment of the Wright law by the California legislature
in 1887; an agt providing for the asquisition of water and other
property and the distribution of water thereby for irrigatiom and other
pu:posu; has meant more probably in the progress of agrioultural
development in the ¢ ounty then any other law Iith the possible
*exception of the X "no fsnc-'_' law,

m ore
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Under the Wright law, residents of any loecality may form and

define nn irrigation district, secure water rights, comstruet canals

and ressrvolirs and earry on ni1 irrigation business under elective

officers, Organization of the dlstrlet is carried cut by formal

legal yememid procsedings and bonds may be issued for 20 years

at intercst not to exoceed & per cent, rexdar y '

#
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