Yakima Heservation. (Wilbur) Heport of Indian Commissioner, 1872.

I wasmuch pleased and surprised m visiting the Yakima reservation
in #ugust lact to witness t e splendid results of #Agent Wilbur's
laoor with the people of his agency.

He nas fully demoustrated the truth of that generally doubted amd
scouted problem among western peoples, the cajacility of Indians
for permanent civilization and. Chris tianization. I saw there finely
cultivated farms, well ~bullt houses, ;mrns and other out-buildings
fences,ditches etc. many hay ard grain stacks, numerous wagons, plows,
thrashing m&06v reaping andmowing machines and other agricultural
implements all the property amdmostly the work of Indians who
owned, besides many cattle, horses,sheep and hogs.

1_Ihey have also a krge and wel . attended schooland two churches with

full congregations of well~drecsssed ordserly and :devout worshipers;
in short all the ap liances and imiications of a well established
and healthycivilization,

This great progress is due almost wholly tothe efiorts of #gent
Wilbur, wholas teenwith the I,dians oft lat reservation in the capacity
of missionary, teacher or ggent almost continuously over twelve
years, and through his thorugh knowledge of Indian character
and h®s ubé unselfish untiring energy,firmness, kindness,zeal and
devotion to the¥ best interests,has won entire conf idence. Having no
children of his own he seems tc have ad opted the 3,000 Indians of
his reservation amd personally knows and calls them all b name and
they respsct and 1 okt up to him and to his excellent hristian wife as
a fatherand mother,

Being aman of excellent judgment and thorough practical business
habits, his people come to him foradvice in everything. He does
not sit in his office or ride around overhis reservation,merely

ordering and dirsecting vwhat is toi® done but he takes hold with his



own hands ard shows hdw work os various kimds should be done.

He goes with the Indians to the mountains, camps with them and
with ax, saw and gad, assists and shows how to cut and
ha 1 saw logs; with his carpen er and assists in building
houses amd barne for the Indians;with the farmer, and
ins tructs tie Indians in cultivating, sowling, planting, hargesting
and thrashing the crops. Hg leads and ins tructs in the churche
and Sabbath-schools; he visits the sick and dying and comfar ts the
afflicted . He hears, decides ardl settles d@8pdddd disputes
and difficulties, tries and convicts wrongedoers, admonishes the errigg
and punishes the guiltye.

O; his reservation he is thekind governor, wise legislator, just
judge, stern sheriff, busy worker and good instructor in all
hysical and moral ard religious duties; everhwhere and at all times
an @arnest practical working man, profitably employing every hour and
civilizing and improving those around him,both by precept aml exam-
ple/ Considering Mr. Wilbur's mature age(being over 60)

his long expeiience among Indiarm has probity and integrity,
his energy and business habits, his pdculiar fitness f orthe
position he holds, the Indiandepartment cannot more certainly and
effectually insure the rapid progre:us
civilization and prosperity of the Indians of the Yakima reservation
than by granting everything he asks in his annual report and
Btting him have his own way.

The greatneed of and imense benefit that would be derived from,
te steam s awmill he asks permission to obtained is perceived at a
glance «

lhere is an inexhaustible supply of the finest of pine timber
for lumber in the mountains on the reservation. :Lhis lumber is
greatly needed fort he cons truction of buildings and fences.

History and experienc have demons trated that every well=-cons tructed
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building of lumber, brick or stone amd every fence buillt
in the style o g ood husbandry by white man or I dian on his own land,
is an ad ance step in permanent clvilization.
Such a saw mill besides su,plying all the lumber needed for
the reservation would produce a fine income fromthe sale of Ilumber
to settlements around and as Mr. “ilbur proposes to purchase and
operate the saw milli withouw axking a c ent from the
govermment, I hope he will at once be permitted to obtain it.
It willbe seen that Mr. Wiitbur in his annual report for this
year corroborates m@fOy my views a: Iereintofore expressed, as
t o the evil of the mistaken policy of distributing annutitlies and
presents to Indians in goods and money and asks that he be permitted
to invest the remaining five annual payments of $4,000 each as they
fall due, under the terms of the Yakima t reaty, in you g cattle. I lave
not a douwbt of the wisdom of thi policy if carried out with the
energy, honesty, good judgment and management characteristic
of Mr. “{lbur. '.Lhe data mentioned in his accompanying annual
report, and upon which I bases the great increase and profit
of such an inve: tment, is f ounded upon many years of observation
and experience andmay be relied on with c ertainity
if he is permittedto thus invest the remaining annuties and to
procure the steam saw mill ard the rescrvation 1s surveyed and
divided in severalty as requested, the Indians o that reservation
when the payments and employes provided for by treaty caase,
will not only be able to sustain andcare for themselves but be
comparatively civilized and prosperous and be on the high road
to alluence. I ther efore cordially "second the motion" to permit Mr.
Wilbur to invest annuties in cattle ash e may deem best.

I unite with Mr. Wilbur in calling speck 1 attention to the
Yepar tment to ¥7,250 due his agency eitler 0Of) from the government
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or fromthe estate and official bad of the late superintendent of I
Indian affairs of this territory,W.H, WVaterman, deceasecd. ;he unpaid
drafts of said deceased for the sum of ¥7,238,73 on theassistant
treasurer of San Francisco ae in this office. :he department is
referred by “gent Wilbur for a full history and statement of this
matter to his accountecurrent and statement thébddae therewith
for t he month of July, 1867 . Justice as well as the honor of

the government requires the prompt settlement of the matter.




Yakima agency, commlissiormer of I;dian affairs, 1873

I found the new saw mill in operation and every indication
of the continuation of the prosperity aml progress in civilization
mentioned in my la st annual report. For pa ticularé as to the prosperosus
condition of this agency under the efficient direction of Agent Wilbur
I refer to his annual report, inclosed together with the annual
reports of the physician , superintendent of instruction ad farmer of
that reservation. It will be seen that by the census of 1870
the Indians of the Yakima reservation numbered 3,500 now probably
increa ed to 4,000, ihis large numoer of people are dependant upon
one physician for medication. ‘

One of the consequences resulting fromt heir increase in
civilization is the loss of their superstitious belief in sorcery and
timanamus inthe cure of diseases and the increase of their faith in
the efficiency of our physiciane. “his is shown by the accanpanying
excellent repart of Dr, Kuykendall, the well qualified phusician at
the Yakima r eservation.

lhis report shows that his medical prescriptions to tle lﬁdians for
the year averaged over nine per day in the year, besides his lectures
and instructions to them on hvgenic duties etce.

4nd yet the government aDDad only allows this etfficient physician
for his valuable services to her 3,500 or perhaps 4,000 wards the
paltry sum of Pa@Q ¥1l,400 out o which sum he is required
to furnish and pay for all of the medicines aml surgical instruments
needed, ard used armd to furnish his own wood, lights, transportatio
stc. and do without hospital accommodations for his sick, while, as
lereinbefare shown,she furnishes a physician for 40 stout
able bodied soldiers at Fort Colville aml pays him i'or medical attention

to those 40 men a salary of $2,100, furnishes him in the most ample

style all the medicines and surgical instruments he can possibly



need b esides a commodious armd well-furnished hospital--hospital steward,
mrse and cook, with all needed fuel, lights amd transportation

both for himself and hospital.

Iask that the salary of the physician at t he Yakima reservation

be increassd to $2,000 and that the govermnment furnish the necessary
medicines amd surgical instruments,hospitals, hospital supplies,eic. as
in the army.

It willbe seen by ereferenc.e to the report of the efficient
superintendent of instructionat the Yakima reservation that they
“"labor under many embarrassments for want of means in the school
department.” This shou.d not be. iailure to provide means for proper
educational facilitiles 1is far.more culpable, far reaching amd
disastrous in its consequence thanfailure to provide prober medical

treatment. &

‘ailure in the latter respect occasions more suffering
and death while failure in the f orme r perpetuates barbarism and
degradation and defeats the hopefd of civilization.

I therefore ask an appropria ti on of ?s,ooo for school buildings on
the Yakiama reservation. “or many efficient reasons that will suggest
themselves to the honorable com issioner, I respectfully ask that the B
salary of the agent of this im:portant reservation be increased to
$2,000; and I again unite with “gent “ilbur as in my last
annual report,in calling the a ttention of t ke government to the $7,250
due theagency. ihe justice of this demand is not que stioned and fhis
ma tter has been so pressed upon the attention of the department by
repar ts édnd letters during the last six years that I should think it
would be attended to for the same reasam that induced the king to
grant the widow s petition, if nothing more,

:here is an appendix to “gent Wilbur's report calling the

attention of the PDepartment to a matter of the greatest interest to the



peace and welfare of the Ind ians owe r whom he is appointed to

Rreside. I feel sure that the honorable secretar y of the

interior did not fully consider the matter referred to, else he woQ@®
would not have granted permission for the erection and maintenance of “n

Homan “atholic missions upon the Yakima and Nez Yerce re servations

in vioiati.on of a clause of the stecmd articles ofeach of the ge

treaties,

No teacher or other white man should come tobe placedon an

aI‘]:lc'iian re servafion with out “the invitation or hearty consent of t he agent;
else inharmony and discord must fol low, 4nd it wa to guard against

and prevent the inharmony and d & cord that would be certdin to follow
the admission of any wnite man on a res ervation w ithout the coasent of

tl® agent that tat wise provision contained in a clause of t 8 second
article of every treaty on this coast made by uovernor Stevens was inserted
as follows: "Nor shall any white may eéxcepting these in tie employment
of the Indian 'Uepartmentb @ permitted toreside upon the said reservation .
without p@PABEd permission of the tribe and the superintendent a nd
‘agentJfiTherefore no authority, note venthat of the President of the
United “tates, can » gally put "any white man excepting those in

the emplovment of the I.dian department" upon either the Negz Perce

or Yakima reservation without the concent of the Indian tribes
be longing to these reserffations, the Superintendentard the a gent of each
all three first had and obtained, "*he order of the honorable “e retary
bein; in plain violation of t his provision of thess treaties 18 of course
illegal and void. I therefore most heartily unite with “gent “ilbur

in respectfully protesting against the order of which he caﬁplains,

and respectfully ask its recons ldera ion and I would as heartily unite
with either of the “atholic agents in this superintendency in protesting
against a like order bPlacing a Prosestant teacher on tQ either

of their reservations without their hearty consent first had.

R.H. Milroy, superintendent I diand afiairs, “ashington territory.
to Hon E.P. Smith, comm ssioner of Indianaf airs,



Yakima sggency

Commissioner of Indian affairs, 1877

Yakima agency:
Yakima, Palouse, Pisquose, ‘Yenatchepum, Klikitat, Kliquit, Kowassayee,
Siaywas, “kinpah, V4sham, Shyik, Ochecholes, Kamilt®pah and Seap-
cate |

Males 1,450, females 2,200, total ©,650; nurber of mixed bloods
15 9 )

05; employes @O; other white people 09 28; number of Indians who
wear citizens clothing 2,700; number of houses occupied by

I dians @0 240; number of AGAA Indianhouses bullt during past year
Se



