Click #elander
Subject: (Swithsonian) aims,cost indication etc.
of 1920 (From annual feport:The Smithsonian Institution,

operations and expendistures (published in 1922)

Racial Groups and Figures in the Natural History Building of the
U.5. Natiornal Museum,

".esoProfessor Holmes brought to this work exceptional artistic
training, a keen apprecilation of the reculrements of exactitude ,and the
faculty of enlisting the interest of others in the task...zrs exaitpies as
serving well the  urposes of science ancd st the same tine fulfilling the
reguilrements of art.

.-The designing of these grouus and directing their pregaration and
instullation was a difficuliy and exacting task »ut cne in wni.ch Professor
Holmes had the hearty covgeration of nis associates .

Able sculptors vere enlisted In the work of wodeling thz figures,
among whom were U.S. J.Dunbar, fenry J. BElliott, =nd Frank Lemon.

Thecdore Mills wodeled scwe of the single-costumed figures; and certain

individual werks of sculpture are by John J. ®oyle, ..£. Fashe Brown,
Achille Collin, M.Herbert and others. Sxilled _Lreparators were emplo ed
in the very important work of casting, setting up, and painting the
figures, foremost amonyg whom are H,W. Hendley and W.H., Egberte.

I, designing a lay-Tigure group the necessary studies of the peoples to
be repre ented are made. I*dividuals are selected to illustrate the salient
features of the people, their arts and industries, their costumes, and
their physical characteristics; and such features of their envircnment as
can be utilized . The end sought is to assemble the figures as in g
picture, which will tell the story forcitly and at once,.

*he group when designed, together with drawings, pholographs,
and other neéessary data are turned over to the sculptor and the living

model is posed for him.



ihe cast 1s made in plaster of laris...appropriately pa nted,costumes
-v¢ added, and wigs are provided. The figures are then assembled unaer
the eye of the artist and with necessary changes composed into the group.
When this 1s done the ground is put in, labels written zno ihe group ls
ready for exhibition,

4 .roup of entire plascer figures in a case 12' by &' Ly 9!
complete, costs about $2,500. If the figures are to be clothed tne work is
expedited ana additional cost. .by employing Irawme work of wood, whilch 1s
filled out with tow,burlap etc. and tn exposted,; hands, head,feel etc.
modelsed, .ainted and added tc the rigure...

*he dweliing groups are constructeu from literary and from photographic
data, and are .ot difficult to wake. 1neir excellence depeads upon the
skill of the constructer and the amount of dQata sccursd. 1hey cost,exciusive
of case mucn less (about «150 for szuall cnes) §simple,one buillding
ones, without figures)

«»sihey are also mace, so tur as possib. e,historically corre t
ana represent the races in tne aboriginal stale,or in the period before
changes due to contact with civillizat.on had modified thew..s great majority
of the groups depict native Llife as .t cuan .ol be obse.ved ak present
and are thus valuabie records

‘he exhiblt enables ons to form an 1Tupression oi tne cnaracteristics
ol the races, tneir village and rami.y Llile and their arts and
industries with a nminimum of afrort...

...the labels strive Go coavey the ncessary facis in clecur and

simple languag€ess



CARE and CLEANING of PLASTERS and BRONZES.

pPlasters may be cleaned by covering them with a layer of starch
paste. When almost dry, peel off caeefully.
OPeeccoe
Cast may be submerged entirely under water and left to soak,
While still submerged a sponge may be rubbed over the surface
1lightly. The dirt will loosen and float on top of the water,
Every particle of this mhst be lifted off on top of a blotter,
and when no sign of dust is seen, the cast may be removed and
left to dry in a dust proof place, A thin coat of shellac may be
applied later, which makes a stronger and easier surface to

keep clean,

Mending.

Mix plaster very weak(less plaster, more water), Let 1t stand
a few minutes without stirring. Use directly wW¥#Hg¥# on water
soaked surfaces of the broken plastermodel, and brace these so
no movement whatever takes place while setting.

To avoid thke slight difference in color, when retouching

is necessary, mix equal pabts of plaster and water and use this
directly without mixing further, Keep a bowl of water handy and

a soft brush for smoothing final surface,

Cleaning Bronzes,
Rub bronzes thoroughly once a week with a flannel cloth,
Do not rub too hard or too long on salient features such as
noses, cheekbones, etc,, but evenly on the entire surfaces

avoiding frietion or pressure,.

If a bronze has been neglected for a long time and is

covered with accumulated dust, it 1s well to
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CARE and CLEANING of PLASTERS and BRONZES.

rlasters may be cleaned by covering them with a layer of starch
paste, When almost dry, peel off caeefully,
OPescooe
Cast may be submerged entirely under water and left to soak,
While still submerged a sponge may be rubbed over the surface
1ightly. The dirt will loosen and float on top of the water,
Every particle of this mhst be lifted off on top of a blotter,
and when no sign of dust is seen, the cast may be removed and
left to dry in a dust proof place, A thin.coat of shellac may be
applied later, which makes a stronger and easier surface to

keep clean,

Mending.

Mix plaster very weak(less plaster, more water), Let 1t stand
a few minutes without stirring. Use directly wW¥#fHéhi# on water
soaked surfaces of the broken plastermodel, and brace these so
no movement whatever takes place while setting.

To avoid the slight difference in color, when retouching

is necessary, mix equal patts of plaster and water and use this
directly without mixing further, Keep a bowl of water handy and

a soft brush for smoothing final surface.

Cleaning Bronzes,
Rub bronzes thoroughly once 2 week with a flannel cloth,
Do not rub too hard or too long on salient features such as
noses, cheekbones, etc.,, but evenly on the entire surface»

avolding frictlon or pressure,.

If a bronze has been neglected for a long time and 1s

covered with accumulated dust, it is well to
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