Kittitas
Meneghel, Hedwlg

Roslyn

‘he village of Roslyn , shabby,tumbled down, wearily hangs onto the
hillsides that are not more thah sling shot distance aparte

The main street amd the coal mines are Roslyn., The boards of the
fame houses and false front stores have slipped out of plumb., Once when
the town was new they had been painted.

The bank and tcompany store and pool hall ae o brick. It was here
that Hedwig Meneghel came from Kattowitz, Poland to join her first
husband in 1887. He had been working in the mines for three ye rs.

In 1896 he died and in 1897 shemarried his brother, Christopher
& saloon keeper. He is tall, emaciated and blind, “n #ustrian,he
talks in precise ami cultured English. He speaks to his round little
wife with a ffection and reaches for her hand. f’ecause of his
blindness he mistrusts & stranger and says that he &and his wife are
0ld and they are foreign andhave lived to themselves, He will only hint
at the time thefirst sight of @ Chinaman and t he fear of cheap labor
drove the Oriental out of town his pig tail flying out behind him.

He says nothing about the strikes,

He speaks more freely of his wife, born Hedwig Schubert, grand niece
of the great musician, 'I'L'he death of her father and the loss of fortune
shut her oﬁt of the musical world. She speaks of music in professional
terms and phreases.

Hoslyn has né changed s ince 1884 save to grow shabbier and shakier..
1936,



Kittitas
Mires, Mpa. Austin

1 lensburg.

Mrs Mires is the widow of Jj’ustin Mires who died less than & month _
ago. e was the first mayor of Ellensburg when i t was incorporated
8s & town in 1886 and & member of the consti tutionsl cavention at
Olympia. A1l ,of his adult life W s interests were bound to the develppment
of Kittitas county,

When Mrs, Mires' materlal great grandfather was a child of 8 and his
brother & youngest of 6 were eating their bread and milk in the garden
of their home in Englamd they w re kidnapped. ..'hey were left in t he
woods of an estate. # milk maid found them. “he children were mot
wanted and af ter a search had been made for their parentsthey were
given to an Irish femily who gave them the name of Sherwood & ndb rought
them to America,

Mrse. Mires' parents, Mr. and Mrs, Jerry Roland crossed the plaeins
fromn Jowa to Oregon..In 1871 they s eOBded squatted upon what is now
Ngches Cityes Mps. Mires was 9 years old the . They waited for the govern-

ment surveyors to place the boumlaries of thelr homestead Every new

man he saw her father asked if her wer g surveyor. The nearest neighbor
was “ary 0'Neil, Now Mrs. Cla ence Palmer of Ellensburg. #t that time she
lived in tls Cowliche where her husband was & horse dealer,

The first 2lergyman to come to what is now Neches Citywas a
Methodist minister, “ev. Kelley, Mps. Kelley taught the girls
school were Mrs, liires received her firstinstruction,

When the surveyars fimlly came the homestead was not where it was
supposed to be so it was sold for the cost of t he Improvements and on
November 3, 1876 the :amily started to “llensburg. They had & light team
am & heavy load. '

‘hey stopped at the cabin of 4ndy Berge in the VWenas where the main
road left the creek,



It was December 21, 1876 when the famlly reached the site of
Bllensburg. *here was nahing in sight save sagebrush and rocks and
dead rose briers. ! he only settlers were John bharp, later a state
legislator, and his famlly. Mathias and Jacob Becker and
Doc fobbins, the fs ther of 18 children,

There was nomall unless some one rode to Yakima and brought it back
in & sack across the horn of his saddle.

Provisions were 1aid in once a Year and w ere brought from ‘he
Lglles, Green cofee in tav sacks, sugar by tle arrel, beans and
mas and & couple o mats of rice amd fl ow w re the staples, f_'acon and
hams were not always procurable. fabbits amd squirrel furnishedmost of the
fresh meat, 4

Oranges aml lemons wer unheard of . Breakfast, dinner and supper the

year around scarcely varied those firét few years,

Wrapped in tisaue paper and packed in the books that hed travelled
allthewy fran Bos ton were rhubard and s8agé roots and flower cuttings.,
“gide from salt and ugar thesesage plants were the only seasonings in

he district. Later the flowers from t he cuttings w re the only tame

mes at Ellensburg. Beef Hide conveyance

:ew people remember thebeef hide conveyance whichwas used whenthe snow
was deep and firm. # beef-hide was tenned stiff and ha rd,handholds
were cut in the sides, 't"'he horses were hitched to it and there
you were ard no ‘pumps from the springwagon. It was on a beef hide
that Mrs, Mires first rode totown. It was an old Montana invention,

Yade am upholstered fumiture

4 carpenter,frtendless, old and alonecame to Ellensburg with Mps,
Mires! family.At first her mother objected but later was glad hey wa:
with them. He minded the children when she was 111, helped put up the
log house and medethe furniture which consisted of the sleeping b unks
stouls for the c hildren and benches for the g GBno grownups,



3 Catastrophe

On JUly 4, 1889 the combiratin & kerosene and fire crackers blew
up the general stare and destroyed practically all of the town.
Mpd. Mires was away at the time and Mrs, Mires Imd just returned
from a buggy ride with her two chilcren and hsd left tem Inc ke ge of her
“e1man servant glrl, The Mires house was one of the few that did not
catch fire. One corner of the Masonic <‘emple was saved and it was

irc orporated in the new structure,

For 55 yearsMprs. liires has lived in the samehousee....1936,



Ellensburg
Celebrations

Mrse. Austin Mires
Christme s was celebrated in Christmas, Dec. 24, at :Ellensburg in

1874 in fine style. the west siders had a Christmas tree atthe Sharp
schoolhouse. Everybody in the va 1lley had been invited and there was &
good fgurnoute. "I"'he children assis ted by others, gave tableaus,
recitations, plays, sangs etc. which wre enjoued by all.The Snow was
deep and travel diff icult. BOB081 |

#nother \:hristmas celebrationtmt I recall was one given at
Christmas, 1876, This time there was & community Cpristmas tree,

The gathering was held in John #. § oudy's store building in &

ha 1l upstaifs in Ellensburg. This had been facetiously named Robbers'
Roost but that fact did not deter people framall over the valley fram
atterd ing. The Cpristmas treef was & fine one but the scarcity of
articles hune on it, e xcept candy ard pop corn mse it look poor,
Indeed.

:hristnﬁs 1878 was celebrated by Mr, and Mrs, V4lliam “ewis who lived
saﬁvherenear James “tevens on the Yest side. lhey gave a dinner
to which & general invitetion to all the people had been g iven
out. The settlers came fromall parts of the valey and & royal good
time was had,

In 1879 Mr. &nd NMrs, Mills wh .lived near where the village of
Ihorp now stands gave & tree atthe ir home and people of the entire
v alley attended,

1036,



Ellensburg
Mires, %ustin,

lTerrita ial days

It was on tuarch 16, 1883 that I first appeared in t e territoz.r-y of
Washingtone ® young friend and Thed came £rom Southern Oregon en
route to 0ld Yakima. At noon that day we crossed the Columbia River
at The Dalle:;, on ow Wy, _"e came by stage and at the same time as
passengers with us were a young medicsl sf;udent, return ing from Willamette
university to his home at Goldendale and two Uhinamen.

After & tiresome ride we reached Goldendale late that e vening and
stoppec for the night. The next day we came by buckboard, the hardest
ridirg machine known to man drawn by fow horses over a weary distance
of 75 miles to Yakima clty,my friendand Ibeing the only passengers,

4% that time Yakims City contained a population of something ower
500 people. Oy Thursday, #pril 18, 1883 my old friend Eugene She by
reppesenting Wells-Yargo andcompany S express company came through Yakima
from Yartland on his way to &jlensburg to sestablish an exprezs office
there. I came fram “akima with him,

“e came by state and with us were Thomas Johnson, an B26As
#1lensburg merchant and a Mr. Parsons » 8gent for the singsr sewing
machine,

0ld Stage Road

‘he old stage road at that time ran up a cross the Naches river

at Yelson's place, the nce turned up over the ride into the

Weras, There bearing to the right into and following up Cottonwood

Creek crossing th® Untanum rdnge am passing down into and across Umtanum
canyon by the Umtanum range and pass ng down into and a cross

Umtanum canyon by the Durr road,thence up over the hill and d own into
the head of “hoo=Shoos-Kin canyon ard coming out atthe old Coleman place,
thence up the valey on the west side to the Durr bridge which spanred the

fakima river at the place now occupled by what is known as the upper bridg

amd fo



and from theriver up thraigh Becker lane whih road in the springtime
has no bottom, tothe town of Lllensburg.

Yo reached llensburg and put up at the Valley hotel that stood on
the southeast corner of Yain s treet gndThird streets. The first man
I met was John Catlin,then clerk at the hotel.

“"e remaired in bkllensburg Aprid 13 and Shelby established his
exmr ess of fice in the store of *homas Jehnson on t he
no rthwest corner of Feal and Fowrth streets. During that day I attended
the trial of a law suit In sjustice court which took jlace at the
schoolhouse standing on the grund now occupied by the Presbyterian
vhurch. James H. Naylor represented on e side and Daniel "aby
the other amd “harle: B, Reed presided as jastice of t he
0pQ0é .peaces We re turned to Yakima an the 1l4th whe e I remained
vainly attempting to produce & sh@ shadow in thepractice of my professiomm
untll the l4rh of june when I boarded the stage €or Ellensburg.

On the 156h of June, 1883 I coammenced th.e practice of law here in
Lilensburg in partnership with James H. Naylor, where I have remainel
utlil the present time, -

Robbers! Roost
4t the .time of my coming Ellensburg had shaken off its primitive name of
Robbers! Rpost. John #. Spoudy had become proprietor of the
land and had laid out the original townsite naming the
prospective 1ty for his good wife. Yhe village then contained
a population of something like 200 people,

Origin of Kittitas
- *he name Kittitas is Indian, pure and simple. You have all,
perhaps heard many translations of this name and in t he future
you may hea many more. Some undertake to say that the valley gets
1ts name fram a white bluff opposite *horp. "hen I first came here 0ld Man
“houdy told me that the Indians had informed him that Kittitas



meant "land of flowers,"'
%have since been in%ormed by Indians, wellv ersed in the lore

of their race, thatthe literal meaning was the Indianb read or hard

tack made fro the dried root of the kouse, that always grew and yet

grows in great abundance along the foothills in the northern, eastern

and even western borders of our valley ami vhich is found in such
abundance nowwhere else, l

The Indians franm far and near came here in the early days to dig and

dry the roots of t his camas for t heir bread and Kittitas Valley was

held by all tobs neutral ground, owned by none, common to &all, In the
mroper season the whole country where the kouse grows 1s tinted with a
purple hue, the bl om of the camas. ® long time ago the valley i1tself took
the name of the ar icle of food that it produced and it is but & shart step
fron the root ofthe plant from which kitti as or bread is made to the
fower of the name, so the translation, Valley of f'lowers, is another

way of expressing the same idea,

Indians

Toby and Nancy wem until a few years ago a prominent landmark in the
valley, Charie s B, Reed gave them the ir Boston names away back in

1869 or 1870 . foby was & Puget Sound Indian, Yancy a Yakima . Long,
lang ago Nancy was in the ®ound coutry attenc ing a big Indian potlatch.
‘her e she met woby. lie afterwards visited the Yakima country to see

the horse racing so he then said. “tall events Nancy went back to the b
Sound with him on his return and they were married. Nancy's people

were angry beéause she marrisd an outis ider and they would not tolerate
Tooy among them so Hancy and Loby came to the Kittitas ami "mitlightedl!
here until they died,

Tody swas always a steadfast friend of the whites and warmed them
@ nmore than one occasion of intended depredations on the part of

the Indians.Some years before he died he went entirely blind and it was
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a pathetic sight to see old Nancy leading him whereever she went by
a little rope tied to his waist.

“ittitas county is created
'l‘he legislature of 1883 and 1884 divided Yakima cou jty and c reated
the new county of Kittitas. "y that act fobert N. Cannady,Char les
P. Cooke armi Samuel Paclkwood were appointed commissioners for the
rew county.
They met inthe second story of the old Smith building, standing on
the sauthwest corner of Pearl and ‘hird streets, on Monday, Yec.
17, 1883 and @ ganized Kittl tas county by appointing for it a full set
& officer . Theyw ere:

Auditor: W.H. Peterson, “heriff, John C. Goodwin; provate judge,
Walter A, Bull; treasurer, ".‘"homas Johnson; school superinsendent,
lrene Cumberland; surveyor, John R, Wallace; sheep commissioner,

E.W. Lyone
on dygust 25, 1884 the republicans held their first convention
in XKittitas county. Richard Price, DUr, I.N. Power, S.S. Sterling and
nyself were elected AU delsgates to the territorfal conventlon tobe held
at Seattle Sep ember 4. ‘he county ticlkt nominated then were: Auditor J.R.
Wallace, “heriff J.J. Imbrie; Pprobate judge, “alter 4, Bull; Treasurer,
G.E. Dickson, school superinendent, Rev, J.A. Laurie; Surveyor, B.u,
craig; Coroner Dr. T.J, Newland; street commissioner, Mathias Becker;
commissioners, IWilliam Devans; Thomas Haley and James S. Dysart,
Territarial canvention.
O: August 31, 1884, Price, Sterling, “d Butler of Wenas and
myself started for Seattle on horseback over the Snoqualmie pass
to & tend the territorial comventi one I rode a white cayuse. e
hated to travel but he 1liked to bucke..We were threedays on the

way and it poured down rain all the timeafter passing ILake
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feechelus, #r that cavention ¥dward “hitson was & candidate for the
nomination as dekgat® to con ress but therc wer catesting delegates
fran l{'aa.];c:‘.ma, hia home county amd the opposing delegatiom to him, headed
by Capt. Hotton was seated, thus destroying Whitson's availability as
& candidate (Copy)

Mgjor J.M. Armstrong of Spokane was nominated for congress and was
defeated ay the November elsctimm by “hales S, Vorhees,

democrat. John #

+ Shoudy was nominated for joint councilman for the
district then embracing Kittitas , Yakima, Spokane and other
counties, but he too, was defeated at the ensuing election by James
B. Reavis of North Yakima, _

I here first met Judge George Turner. He had beenrecently
appointed to the bench of our territory from the stats of #labama and
it had been rumored that he was & Negro and som lawyers Iad declared with
ultra profanita thatthey would not practice ef@0O before hime. 'hen I
Bturned home I informed our people that I had met the new judge, I was
flooded with questions a s to h8 color and they alls eemed relieved
when I assured them that he was a white man.

“omen Yote in ;erritorﬁal Lays,

“fhe le£Asadd Legislature by ansact ;ppr oved Yanuary 29, 1886
and a@in by &an act approved January 18, 1888 had conferred upon women
the right to vote and hold office am this right was exercised until
4ugust 06 14, 1888, the supreme cowrt of the territory
declaring the law uncomstitub ionel in & case entitled Nevada M.
Biloomer vs John Todd. ' he members of the supreme court at that _
time were Richard #, Jones, William S, Langford and Frank #1lyn,

On biggg;r:,cgg:gber 19, 1894 John 4, Syoudy, Judge Yeorge Turner,

Moses M. Emerson and I cam® to Shoudy's ghack fran *akime

to Ellensburg aml on Monday, Yct. 20, di strict cowt cmvened in

E1lensburg. Judge Turner presiding, this being the first court ever held
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in Kittitas county. The lawyers present at this time were: George
Turner, jud e; Hiram Dustin, prosecuting attorney; John B. Allen,
Edward Whitson, James B, Reavis, “dward Pruyn, Samuel C,

Ygvidsan, Yaniel Gaby, Frank S. Thorp, W.H. Peter, James N;
Naylor, John B, Davidson and #ustin Mires,.
During the year 1883 many deaths os old timers accured,
Charles Yessid and Ms. “alter #« Bull died on January 27,
1185, 0ld Man Yocum was burled ,ctober 7, 1885,
Cemeteries
Mrs. Bull was buried out on the hill on the farm a few yards
southwest of the house, She left & husband and fiee or six
children . Mrs. Harry Bryant was buried on friday, i't:leb. 13,
She was & d.ughter of W.H. Peterson. “he was one among the f irst to
be buried in the new cemetery on the hill east of town and Mrs., ;avid
Murray was buried in the same cemetery, Yebruary 17, 1885,
Valley hotel
Lhe old Valley hotel burned an “arch 16, 1885%he three story frame
building on th® nptheast corner of t heblock was saved but Key's
waloon, Bloomquis.t'e beer hall, Yack Lyen's dwelling, New
England hotel building, Lyen's saloon, Rehmke's bakery amd jewelry

&1

shop @ad Jacob Beckner s backsmith shpop were all burned., “ man by the

P

namw of John Harbin was burned to death in the hotel,
Incorporation
After rowing over tls proposition of incorporating the ¢ ity of
~1lensburg for a week on “ednesday, Yec. 9, 1885, I finished
drawing the city charter and sent it by express to t he leglslature,
then inssssion at Olympia and thefirst city electionwas held i n
“llensburg in pursuancecf t his charter on Fevpa Friday, b‘ebruna:c-y 26, 1886

The women voted at this election and there were 372 votes for mayor wih

the following results:

John Shoudy 93, Austin Mires 279.
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In pursuance of that election tle f irst city officers of

the @ w city of Ellensburg met on Monday,March 6, 1886 at my
o fice on the west side of Mains treetbetwaen Third and Fourth and
completed the organization of thecity governmente.

he first city officim 1ls were: Mayor Austin Mires, Marshal, John
R. Wallace, gonncilmen, Fred Leonhard, Mathias Becker, ‘homas
Johnson and George W, wlliott. Councilman “lect F.D. Schnebly was
rwt present at that first meeting.
The council appointed Samuel L. Blumauer city c lerk, “enry X ehmke
treasurer; John R, Wallace, enginesr aml assessor and L. Pool,
street commlssimers, Gity ordinance Noe. 1 was passed and thus the
ne w city of Ellensburg was started on its way to c ontinue

long af ter all those who had assisted in its organization have been
f argotten,

The Northern Pacific canes to &llensburg
‘he N thern Pacific railroad track was laid to North Yakima
gqéce 27, 16660 1884, to “llensburg March 30, 1886, to Cle Elum Oct,
11, 1886 , to “tampede Tunnel March 2, 1887 and made
connections f rom east and west at Bridge Noe 21 on the switchback
over the Cascade mountains July 1, 1887,
O: Sunday, July 3, 1887 the first passenger train fram the
east passed over the switchback and on to tacama. {he train carried an
excursion of over 500 people, Invita tions and in many instance passes
had ®ensent out fran Tacomk to prominent people and public officials to
mrticipate in thebig Fowrth of July celebration at *acoma. I was mayor
of Ellensburg &t that time and responded to the invitation as the official
representative of our c ity. A4ll were acco ded royal treatment. Among others
aboard that train from Ellensburg were J.C. Havelly, wife and sister; Joh
B. and Mrs, Yavidson, Thomas Johnson and family; W,L. Webb and

wif 38 .L, Blumauer, & Mr, Pierce and the Robinson sisters.
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on Tyes ay, "’pril 27, 1886 C.W. Wright, Oakes and Buckley, hi-gh
afficia ls of tie NP visited Ellensburg and in the neme of the city I
&8 mayor presented them & silk “merican flag, Oakes and Buckley
accompan®l by some of thel women were givwen a ride over Coaigts

hill and aro nd the toWwhe ses. 1936





