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Jan.t,1965
Miss Donna Laffin,
Box 82,Warner, N.i.

Pear wmiss Laffin:

Your letteryof Dec . 28 , is inieresting,although not
specific or complete enough for me to give more than an inforwal comment.

But if you have re.son to believe you are of Kamiakin ancestry, this is
evident:

First, you shculd be able to obtalin from some relative your birthplace
and as you know births are recorded. Then contact the county recorder
and obtain a photostatic copy of your birta wnich will give the name of
your mother and yo.r father. Taen Yo . can trace back on their birth places.
Papers may be iost in moving, but all counties are requir-d to keep birth
Tecords, which in turn are forwarded to the state cayitols in the states,

It was not the usual custom for Yakimas (Kamiak;n was of that blood)
to "adopt" altnough in very old days this was sometiues done.

Kamiakin was the war chief of the C nfeuerated.iak;ma Igaian Nation
representing 14 tribes and bands at a i?edty.001n31l_at walla Walla iln
1855. & war ensued, he w.s defeated, the Yakimas subgecgtedr and the tredt¥
was validated in 1859. ihe Tr aty establ shed the Yakima Ind.an Reseryat¢on
of sowe 1,200,000 axcres. ‘he Yakima Indian Agency is located at Toppenish,
Washington and the Yakima lribal Urfice is locatsd in the agencye. lhere is
an enroilment cowmuittee, since in later yeuars, those of one-fourth degyee )
of Yakima Inaian blood,any of the 1k original tribes and btands, Is entit led
to enrollment. +he enrollment committe: .nows the rancestry of all, have
recoréds and trace them if proof can be given of parentage.

There are many of one-fourtin degree "Yakima" blood now enrolled, even
blondes, red heads, and very fair complexioned. There are soune 5,20C
enrolled Yakimas, Many of lesser degree blood are attempting to be

enrolled and cannot be accepted. The reaso. for tiis is enrollment entitles
a Yakima to share and share alike in per capita payments (this year

two payments of $60 each I understand), and in an equal share ,share ang
share alike, of the tribe 's 500,000 acres of timber etec,

ihe Klamath Indians i Oresgon were terminated twoyears ago and the
inaividual Klamath holdings amoun.ed to a Sizeable amcunte. The Yakimas
are not terminated, although at some future year laws maybe passed that
phey are and the Teservationsplit up. S0 you see it is very com_.lex andg
it 1s very difficult to "become" an Indian unless proof can be shown,
In years past it was considered "ill-bred" to be of IAQl&ﬂIACGStry, but
now mwanylook upon it as 1 heritage to be proud of,

If  you were ever given the name, it would be given in lidian, and
it woula certainly be known if names of the mother and father were known.
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Names are given by relatives, at public ceremonies in long houses
on the Yakima HReservation,

You did .ot say where your tw.n was buried to have a "beautiful Indian
funeral." 4his woulc have been given by Indians who kn-w the family y
anGé especially by relatives. Helatives give the tunerals, folluw up with
& bilg dinner, etc., There is very little about lpdians that the Indians
themselves do not know, that is as relates to relatives of others in the
same tribe. There are hundreds of Kamiakin relatives living on or near t.e

Yakima Indaian Reservation, and an the Colville Reservation in nortnern
Washington, 12p miles distant.

lhe Yakiza tribe publishcd a 00 page boo.let,"Strapgers on the Lang"
over a yeur ago which I wrote for thew. It contains 64,000 words and gives
tribal history etc. Since it was « tribal publication it sells for $2.25
a copy, and not too uany copies are left. I could send you one but if you
send for it, any postal note etc. should and mu-t be made out to The
Yakima Tribe,

You could ask your library, to obtain on ianter-library loan the book,
Kamiakin, by Splawn. This tells his story. The book has been republished
and shoulc be obtained on libprary loan easily. Also it is possible
otrangers on the Land could be obtained on library loan thro gh your
library. an earlier book 1 wrote, "Lrumuers and Dreauers" is very scarce
now and could pos.ibly be obtained on library loan since it had a good
sale several years ago. 1 have one copy. 1 understand rare book dealers
ask Jl2 to 22.50 for it wnen theynave a copy,

1 think that is about all i can do in the way of suggestions. Eut unless
you have a way to "prove' youl ancestry, and it is definitely of one_fourth
degree of one of the 14 tribes and bands making up the Yakiuwa Nation,
it would be quite difficult toqualify for enrollment. I know of wany who
have attempted but fall short by being ongy one-edgxky eighth or less
degree of bloody requirements.And you can understang #hy with so much
financial potential and benefits. *he enrollment comuittee,if a person
qualifies, places the name on tribal rolls subject to approval of the
Com.issionier of Inaian Affairs, . n enrollient card is 1ssued, bearing name,
degree of iIndian blood etce Bt this is all a natter of tribal affairs.

I hope what I have written is of soue hel), to you. Exuxxik. famiakin
was regarded as a hero by many and as being respousible for a useless
war and axkxiiwrxsf. of being responsible for bringing on a war resuliing
in dzath to hany mon-Indians and Indians b, others, Hit I have never felt

th;t it was any disgrace to be of samiakin ancestry and neither do many
others,

I will be interestad to hear of progres. in your guest,

wincerely

Ciick selander



