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EXCERPTS FROM REMARKS BY ROBERT L. BENNETT, COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
BEFORE THE INDIAN RIGHTS ASSOCIATION IN PHILADELPHIA, PA,, APRIL 26, 1966
(PARISH HOUSE, FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH, 2125 CHESTNUT STREET)

The war on poverty, and our strivings toward a Great Society, have
brought the American Indian people into the forefront of the national
conscience. There are organizations, such as the Indian Rights Association,
which have for years plugged away in behalf of reservation Indians, but the
voices have been like whispers under the din of other issues. The voice of
the Indian people themselves has not yet been raised in one chorus, although
there are signs that this is happening now.

We are therefore at a crossroads in Federal-Indian relations, and I
sense that it may be the last cross-road wherein the choices remain wide and
good. Let us, therefore, pool our best judgments in order to arrive at the
destination all of us seek: A place in contemporary American history in
which the Indian people may take as full a part in the affairs of this
country as do other American citizens.

A conference on Indian affairs was called by Secretary Udall two weeks a;oe
Although the locale was Santa Fe, New Mexico, the conference was national in
scope. At that time he called for 'foundation legislation'" -- either in the
form of an omnibus measure or a series of measures -- designed to pave the
way for solving the hitherto seemingly insoluble questions arising from the
trusteeship status of Indian lands.,

The Secretary said: "We cannot make policy and implement it on our
own, particularly policy requiring appropriations or new laws. The Congress
is our partner.....As far as the Indian people themselves are concerned, I
think they have been too content at times to make the Bureau a scapegoat,
There has been too much timidity.....I think that our Indian people must
realize that the way to progress in this country is usually that of boldness
and taking of risks, not of timidity.....Several States and local governments
are also responsible.....The attitude,....is-'the Indian people are not our
problem; let the Federal Government take care of them.,'

", ....New waves have washed ashore in the last five years. Our country
has moved into an unprecedented period of peacetime prosperity.....The Indian
people should be tied into the great things that have been happening....."




The first thing I intend to do is meet with Indian people =-- many of
them -- in various parts of the country., We need to have a conference between
the Federal administrators of Indian policy and the Indian people who are
directly affected by policy decisions., Out of them I expect to come back with
more concrete ideas as to how we can deal with the underlying issues.

The subcommittee on Indian affairs of the Senate Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs earlier this month issued a report which requires a
response from us within 90 days. The report raises certain questions, among
which are these:

(1) "What is the Federal policy with respect to termination of Federal
trusteeship responsibility for Indian lands?"

On this point, I should say that the policy remains the same as
it has consistently been over the past five years. But the gray area of what
constitutes the proper approach is one which the Indian people themselves will
have to help us define.

(2) The second issue raised by the Senate also involves trusteeship
responsibilities, and deals with the multiplying heirship problem, Indian
trust lands that are individually rather than tribally owned have, over the
years, become fractionated into many non-economic holdings as the result of
inheritances. The Bureau of Indian Affairs is bookkeeper. The bookkeeping
is highly costly.

The difficulty in solving the heirship problem seems to be in
arriving at a consensus. Everyone has a different idea as to how it should
be done. Maybe we should think of alternative ways to settle the problem,
giving the option to the Indian people,

(3) A third point demanding attention is the status of Federal
education programs for Indian people. What are the routes we might best
travel to accelerate public school opportunity for all Indian children?

At present, our Federal schools enroll about 50,000 -- or one-
third -- of the reservation Indian children, The remainder are in public
schools, or, in a few instances, parochial or other schools, Our major school
construction programs during the past five years have been in areas which are
remote from public schools; and we have been concentrating upon elementary
school construction. 1Is it advisable to attempt more of the 'peripheral
dormitory' approach -- i.e. establishing dormitories adjacent to public schools
so that Indian children from remote areas may attend public schools? This is
being done in some cases with respect to teen-agers. But what about the little

ones?

An overriding question also still remains: How capable would a
public school district be to take on, in sudden influx, a whole classroom full
of Indian children? Aside from the physical limitations, there are the other
considerations: How skilled are the public school teachers and counselors in
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providing programs for the non-English-speaking, culturally different children
who come from remote areas?

A way through this morass of problems must be found., We Federal
administrators cannot find it alone., Satisfactory solutions may be found
only with the fullest cooperation among all levels of government, in concert
with the Indian people themselves.

) Another question raised by the Senate subcommittee was that of
industrial-business development of Indian reservation lands versus an all-out
effort to encourage migration outward into the centers of job opportunity.

The ultimate answers must be the result of voluntary decisions by
the Indian people., By an enlightened program of vocational training and job
placement aid ~- which we have -- it has been possible during the past decade
to help about 50,000 Indian people settle successfully in off-reservation
communities., There are som Indian areas that offer very little promise in the
way of massive commercialization, These are the areas that are removed
geographically from the business and industrial centers. Development for
tourist recreational purposes remains a good hope, but not necessarily the
whole answer. On the other hand, there are some reservation areas that hold
tremendous potential for varied economic development. But, no matter what
approaches may seem best as the result of feasibility studies -- and those we
have financed in 80 or more instances -- there must be a comprehension on the
part of the Indian people as to the nature of the national economy and ‘the
means they must take to benefit from our continuing economic growth.

These fundamental questions -- and other questions that arise out of
them must become the focus of our attention.

The national conscience has been stirred by the plight of reservation
Indians. We no longer need to "sell'" Indians to the people of this country.
What we need now is to draw the Indian people to the conference tables,
together with the best minds in education and finance and community development
and government administration, The paternalistic approach is good no longer.
It has resulted, in its worst manifestations, in a culture of poverty, and even
at best it encourages a dependency approach to life,

This is not the way to fulfillment of the American dream., And surely
the American dream of the good life, the active life, the life of self-
determination, should be the fire to rekindle in the hearts of the first
Americans,

# & #
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SANTA FE_INSTITUTE STUDENTS PURSUE ADVANCED STUDY--A recent survey by the

Institute of American Indian Arts at Santa Fe, N. Mex,, revealed that many former
students engage in advanced studies in art fields at other institutions.

Of 65 former students polled, representing nearly 40 Indien groups, more
then half were engaged in advanced work in such subjects as sculpture, painting,
textile design, commercial art and ceramics, They are enrolled in a wide variety
of colleges and technical schools, from Central Washington State College at
Ellensburg, Wash,, to the School for American Craftsmen at Rochester Institute of
Technology in New York State.

Five graduates in the past two years have won scholarships smounting to
one-half of their tuition at the San Francisco Art Institute. Others have been
able to continue their education with the aid of grants from tribal scholarship
funds or from the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Established in 1962, by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the unique Santa Fe
institution fosters the talents of budding artists who come from every Indian
population area and from Alaska native villages. An accredited high school
program with arts electives is offered in combination with a post-high school
vocational arts program that prepares the student for employment or for further
study,

* ¥ X

CHIPPEWAS TO GET ON-THE-JOB TRAINING--The Bureau of Indian Affairs has
announced the award of two contracts to provide job training for Chippewa Indians.
A $14,300 contract with Habitant Shops, Ine., of Bay City, Mich,, will train 61
Chippewas from the Red Lake Indian Reservation in Minnesota in occupations that
involve processing cedar logs into various kinds of fencing. Training will be
conducted in their home State.

A second contract for $3,200, negotiated by the Bureau with Chippewayan
Authentices of Belcourt, N, Dak,, will provide on-the-job training for eight local
Indians in the manufacture of replica Indian artifacts. The company is a tribal
enterprise of the Turtle Mountain Chippewas.

* ¥ X

INDTAN CIAIMS ACTIONS--The Indian Claims Commission has awarded $2,450,000
to the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation. (Dockets Nos. 264; 264-A;
and 264-B) The award represents additional payment for an estimated 3,559,000
acres of land in Washington and Oregon, ceded to the United States under the
treaty of June 9, 1855; compensation for an estimated 12,000 acres excluded by
erroneous survey from the reservation; and damages from the loss of fish and eel
runs in the Umatilla River,

In a second case (No. 47567) involving a claim of the Confederated Bands of
Ute Indians, the Court of Claims issued an order approving a compromise and
awarding 34,479,498 as compensation for misuse of tribal funds.
XXX

P.N, 78763-66 3
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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS Ulsamer - 343-4306
For Release to PM's, MAY 3, 1966
CONTRACT AWARDED FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENT ON WARM SPRINGS RESERVATION |

The Bureau of Indian Affairs today announced the award of a $161,960 cont=act
for road improvement on the Warm Springs Reservation in Oregon. The reservation
was among those hard-hit by floods in 1965 which washed away several accesses to
Indian communities,

The contract calls for construction of a 135-foot bridge over the Warm
Springs River, replacing an unsafe suspension span that has been condemned for
heavy equipment, The work will also include grading and crushed rock surfacing
of a four and one-half mile stretch of the lower Warm Springs River-Webster Road,
about 12 miles northeast of the town of Warm Springs, Oregon.

When completed, the project will provide an all-weather rocad along the River,
serving both reservation residents and the visitors to reservation recreational
facilities.

Sixteen bids were received, ranging up to $244,355. The low and successful
bidder was W. & W. Construction Company of Stayton, Oregon.

XXX

P.N. 79137-66
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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS Henderson - 343-4306
For Release MAY 18, 1966

TRAVELERS TO DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CAN ENJOY FESTIVAL OF AMERICAN
INDIAN DANCES FIRST WEEK IN JUNE

Travelers who are plamning a trip to Washington, D. C., next month, can
add an Indian Dance Festival to their itinerary. The Department of the Interior's
Center for Indian Arts in America will stage a performing arts program made up
entirely of Indians and scheduled for Carter Barron Amphitheatre on June 1, 3, 4
and 5. It will be produced by the staff and students of the Institute of American
Indian Arts in Santa Fe, and includes 75 performers representing 31 Indian tribes
from all over the United States.

Thousands of vacationists viewed this Dance Festival last year and came away
marveling at its color, its humor, its authenticity and its charm. This year's
program, staged in a five-thousand seat outdoor arena, will offer even more in the
way of spectacle and native talent. The drama is under the direction of Rolland
Meinholtz of the Santa Fe Institute with a musical score composed by Louis Ballard,
a Cherokee pianist and cowmposer, who heads the Performing Arts Department there.
Neil Parsons, a Blackfoot, has designed the sets, and the overall producer-
director is Lloyd New, a Cherokee, who is Arts Director at Santa Fe.

A modern dance group, directed by Rosalie Jomes, also of Indian descent, con-
nects the various native dances into a complete story. The drama is called SIPAPU,
based upon the doings of Coyote, who appears in one form or another in most Indian
legends, Coyote is sometimes a kind of Reynard the Fox, another time a good
person who teaches the Indian the ways of nature. The plot develops as Coyote
weaves the story about mwan and life's experiences.

The title of the production derives from a Pueblo word meaning "opening in
the earth," and has its concept in the religious myth, common to Indian groups,
that man evolved through a number of underworlds of various colors and conditions,
finally coming out of chcos into a world of light.

The entire SIPAPY production was designed to utilize the old, authentic forms
of dance, song ard pageszntry, and to introduce new, creative approaches. The
result is that the uri-u2 qualities of Indian culture are being extended into con-
temporary life by young Indian artists who value their tradition and are able to

relate them to their own times.
X X X

NOTE: Mail orders should be addressed to: Indian Festival, Super Music City
Box Office, 1344 F Street, NW., Washington, D. C. 20004 .

PriceS: $1.75) $2.50} $3000) $3a85

P . N' 79723_66
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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS Ulsamer - 343-2149
For Release JUNE 11, 1966
BIA WILL IMPROVE ROAD TO KAHNEETA RESORT ON OREGON INDIAN RESERVATION

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has announced the award of a $238,895
contract for improving the road that serves Kahneeta Hot Springs, a popular
resort on the Warm Springs Reservation in central Oregon.

The contract calls for widening and bituminous resurfacing of approxi-
mately 113 miles of the existing Agency-Simnasho and Hot Springs-Deschutes
road to serve increased traffic to the tourist mecca. A tribal enterprise of
the Warm Springs Indians, Kahneeta resort features luxurious overnight accom-
modations, an Olympic-size swimming pool and thermal baths. The tribe has
blans under way to expand facilities for the increasing numbers of visitors
who come each year to vacation among the Indians.

Successful bidder for the road improvement contract was Babler Bros.,
Inc., of Portland, Oregon. Five bids were received, ranging to a high of

$360,776.

P.N, 81177-66



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

A A AKX KX AA Ak Ak Xk dx k% %k k k% k xnews release

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS Ulsamer - 343-4306
For Release to PM's, JUNE 11, 1966

INTERIOR AMENDS FEDERAL REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT PREPARATION OF TRIBAL
ROLLS FOR TLINGIT AND HATDA INDIANS

The Department of the Interior has amended existing Federal Regulations
governing preparation of tribal rolls and enrollment appeals, to implement
preparation of rolls for the Tlingit and Haida Indians of Alaska, a current
activity of the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

The amendments to Title 25, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 41 and 42,
became effective upon publication in the Federal Register June 1, 1966, They
establish qualifications for enrollment in the Tlingit and Haida Tribes and set
a June 30, 1967 deadline for filing applications.

A1l persons of Tlingit or Haida Indian blood residing in the United States
or Canada on August 19, 1965 are eligible for enrollment if they were legal
residents of the Territory of Alaska on or prior to June 19, 1935 or are descend-
ants of such legal residents of Tlingit or Haida Indian blood.

Sponsors may file applications for members of the Armed Services or other
services of the United States or Canadian Governments or for family members
stationed abroad. They may also file on behalf of minors, mentally incompetent
persons, or others in need of assistance, or for persons who died after the date
of the Act of August 19, 1965 which authorized the Secretary of the Interior to
prepare the Tlingit and Haida tribal rolls,

Any person who has been rejected for enrollment may file an appeal, or have
an appeal filed by a sponsor on his behalf. Such appeals must be addressed to
the Secretary of the Interior and be filed in writing before the close of busi-
ness on the 30th day after receipt of a rejection notice, Those who recelve

rejection notices at addresses outside the Continental United States will have
60 days to file an appeal,

P.N. 81178-66
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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS Ulsamer - 343-4306
For Release to PM's, JUNE 16, 1966
BIA SHIFTS THREE IN FIELD OFFICE POSITIONS
Robert L. Bennett, Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, has
announced the appointment of new superintendents for three field Agencies.

Jose A, Zuni, a Pueblo Indian from Isleta, N, Mex., and former superin-

tendent of the Consolidated Ute Agency, Ignacio, Colo., will move to the position
of superintendent of the Nevada Agency (mainly Paiute, Shoshone and Washo Indians)
' at Stewart, Nev. His appointment becomes effective June 26, 1966.

Zuni will fill the vacancy created by the transfer of Dale M. Baldwin to
post of Director for the Portland, Oreg., Area last March.

Employed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs since September 1949, he has held
administrative positions in the Gallup, N. Mex., Area Office and the United
Pueblos Agency, Albuquerque, N. Mex.

He holds an A.B. degree in Business Administration from the University of
New Mexico and has served as Lieutenant Governor of his home Pueblo of Isleta.
From 1942 through 1945 he was with the United States Air Force in the South
Pacific.

Theodore C, Krenzke, formerly a specialist in social welfare with the
Bureau's area office in Juneau, Alaska, has been named superintendent of the
Cherokee Agency in North Carolina. No effective date has been yet determined
for his appointment. He succeeds Don Y. Jensen, who recently transferred to
the Aberdeen, S. Dak., Area Office to become Assistant Director for Economic

Development.

Krenzke, a native of Minnesota, began his career in Indianapolis, Ind., as
a probation officer with the Marion County Juvenile Court and a social caseworker



with the Lutheran Child Welfare Association., He joined the Bureau in January
1956, as a social worker at the Blackfeet Indian Agency in Montana. In 1958 he
accepted a position with the Dakota Boys' Ranch Association at Minot, N. Dak.,
but later rejoined the Bureau in 1960 to take the Juneau, Alaska, post, His
special responsibility in Alaska was an overall child welfare program in the
Juneau area,

He received a Master of Arts degree in Social Services from Indiana Univer-
sity in 1954.

Joseph F, Otero, who has been administrative manager for the Mescalero
Agency (Apache) in New Mexico, will transfer to the Zuni Agency as superintend-
ent. The effective date of his appointment has not been determined.

Otero, who joined the Bureau in August 1953, as a soil conservation
specialist, was employed in field offices on the Navajo and Jicarilla Apache
Reservations until January 1960. He later served as land operations officer
for the Consolidated Ute Agency, Ignacio, Colo., and in January 1963 transferred
to the Fort Peck Agency (Assiniboine and Sioux) at Poplar, Mont., in the same
capacity. He has been with the Mescalero Agency since October 1965.

Otero received a B.S. degree from New Mexico State University in 1953.
Between 1946-1949 he served with the United States Air Force.

X X X

2 P.N. 81304-66
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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

For Release June 27, 1966
INDIAN LAND FOR SALE ON COLVILLE RESERVAITON IN WASHINGION

The Bureau of Indian Affairs, Department of the Interior, is offering
for sale, at the request of the Indian owners, 33 tracts of land totaling
3,662.20 acres on the Colville Indian Reservation in northeastern Washington.

The lands comprise resort, residential, agricultural, grazing and timber
properties. They range in size from 10 to 160 acres.

Twenty-one tracts are located in Okanogan county, 11 in Ferry county and
one-~of approximately 80 acres--in Stevens county.

Sealed bids for the tracts will be received until 1:30 p. m. PDT July 13
at the office of Elmo Miller, superintendent, Colville Indian Agency, Coulee
Dam, Washington 99116, The bids will be opened at that time at the Coulee
Dam City Hall,.

Detailed information concerning the properties and bidding procedures

is available from the Colville Indian Agency office at Coulee Dame

t # #
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Northwest Regional Information Office, Portland, Oregon

P. O. Box 3621, 1002 N. E, Holladay Street, 97208 -- 234 -3361

6-30-6

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS July 1, 1966
For Immediate Release

INDIAN BUREAU AWARDS CONTRACT FOR YAKIMA RESERVATION ROAD JOB

Award of a $247,885 road contract on the Yakima Indian Reservation
in central Washington was announced today by Dale M. Baldwin, Portland Area
Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Department of the Interior.

The successful bidder for the project that calls for crushed rock and
bituminous mat surfacing of 15.635 miles of the Signal Peak road is
Bohannon Asphalt Paving, Inc, of 5104 Douglas Drive, Yakima, Washington.

Four bids were received by the Bureau, ranging to a high of $294,520.

# 4 #
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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Ulsamer 343-4306
For Release to PM's JULY 9, 1966

TWO CONTRACTS AWARDED FOR INDIAN ROAD PROJECTS

Two contracts totaling $367,043 have been awarded by the
Department of the Interior's Bureau of Indian Affairs for road
construction projects on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, S. D.
and the Yakima Reservation in Washington.

A $247, 885 contract for crushed rock and bituminous mat
surfacing of approximately 15% miles of the Signal Peak road on
the Yakima Reser&ation was awarded to Bohannon Asphalt Paving, Inc./
of Yakima, Wash, Five bids were received, ranging to a high of
$298,520.

A $119,158 contract for gradiﬂg dfainage and crushed aggregate
surfacing 6f nearly 5 miles of road on the Pine Ridge Reservation
went tb J. F. Bailey Construction Co. of Bonesteel, S. D. Five bids
were received, ranging to $160,061,

X X X
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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
For Release JULY 28, 1966 Ulsamer -- 343-4306
NEWSBRIEFS FROM THE BUREAU OF INDITAN AFFAIRS

NEW SUPERINTENDENT AT MESCALERO APACHE RESERVATION--Paul H. Clements,
assistant superintendent at the Pima Agency in Arizona since 1964, has been
named superintendent of the Mescalero Apache Agency in New Mexico. He fills
a post vacated by the transfer last May of Kenneth L. Payton to head the
United Pueblos Agency. The new assignment became effective June 26.

Clements, a native of Port Townsend, Wash., has since 1948 held various
BIA administrative posts -- at the Yakima Agency in Washington; the Umatilla
Agency in Oregon; and the Flathead Agency in Montana. He holds a bachelor of
science degree in forestry from the University of Washington, at Seattle,

* K %

INDIAN WOMAN TO COORDINATE SAFETY EFFORTS--At least one Bureau of
Indian Affairs program will receive an infusion of glamour through the recent
assignment of Mrs. Fern Thompson Fisher as the first full-time BIA coordinator
for tribal and Federal safety programs.

A granddaughter of James Arkeketa, last hereditary chieftain of the
Otoe-Missouria tribe, Mrs. Fisher completed a term recently as Secretary to
the tribe.

In her new role as accident-prevention coordinator, Mrs. Fisher will
work directly with officials of Indian tribes to combat the mounting rate of
Indian accidents on the highways, in the homes, in school. These are the
leading causes of deaths among Indians and Alaska Natives, according to the
Public Health Service's Division of Indian Health. The Indian death rate of

' 155 deaths per 100,000 population (from all causes) is three times the
national rate.

The new safety coordinator is currently studying safety education at
American University, Washington, D.C. under a National Education Association
scholarship, the first such scholarship awarded to a Department of Interior
emp loyee.

* K %k
INDIAN HOUSING--Since the early 1960's the Public Housing Administration

and the Bureau of Indian Affairs have coordinated efforts to improve housing
conditions on Indian reservations,
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To date, more than 80 housing authorities have been established on
the reservations for the purpose of applying for public housing. Some
recent developments include:

« A 54-unit low-rent housing project, recently completed on the
Mescalero Apache Reservation in New Mexico, was dedicated on
May 14,

* Water and sewer lines have been completed for 20 mutual self-help
housing units on Utah's Uintah and Ouray Reservation. The mutual
housing programs permits Indian owners to gain equity in the new
home through labor instead of cash., The Uintah and Ouray Indians
have applied for 70 additional housing units under the plan.,

* On the Salt River Reservation in Arizona, 15 homes have been
completed under the mutual help plan and an additional 15 are under
construction,

« On Arizona's Colorado River Reservation, 10 new mutual help homes
were dedicated June 5,

* Ground has been broken on the Yakima Reservation in Washington for
a 30-unit, low-rent housing complex.

+ A target date of mid-August was established for completion of a
375-unit, low cost, prefabricated housing project on the Rosebud
Reservation in South Dakota. The homes will be manufactured in
a plant on the reservation, with tribal members employed in
manufacturing processes.

FL O

FURNITURE PLANT FOR YAKIMAS--The Yakima Tribe of Washington, a
California furniture manufacturing company and the Bureau of Indian Affairs
have announced plans to establish a manufacturing plant on the Yakima Indian
Reservation,

The Tribe will provide an industrial site and construct a 100,000
square foot factory building, to cost an estimated $790,000. The Economic
Development Administration will provide a loan for financing machinery and
equipment and will guarantee a second loan for working capital, to be
obtained from a private financing institution,

The Bureau of Indian Affairs plans to negotiate an on-the-job training
contract with the firm, White Swan Industries, Inc. About 175 Yakima Indians
will be trained for employment in the new plant, which is expected to be in
operation this fall,

INDIAN CLAIMS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES--

Kickapoos--An order issued by the Indian Claims Commission April 21,
1966, in Docket No. 145 awarded $11,511 to the Kickapoo Nation. The award
represented recovery on an accounting claim,

-2
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Puyallup--In Docket No. 203, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians seeks
payment for land in Washington ceded under the Medicine Creek Treaty of
December 26, 1854, ratified March 3, 1855, The Commission issued an
order April 25, 1966 which held that the Tribe had title to an area of
land smaller than that claimed and that the United States extinguished
Indian title to this land on March 3, 1855, The case now proceeds for
determination of the acreage involved, its value and remaining issues.

Yankton Sioux--The United States Court of Claims, in a May 13, 1966
decision reversed the Indian Claims Commission in Docket No. 332-A, a
petition of the Yankton Sioux Tribe or Band of Indians. The Indians
originally claimed an interest in a 25 million acre tract in southern
Minnesota, northern Iowa, and eastern South Dakota, ceded by four bands
of Mississippi Sioux under treaties of July 23, 1851, and August 5, 1851;
however, this claim was dismissed by mutual agreement, They also claimed
a portion of a tract in western Missouri, western Iowa and southern
Minnesota, ceded under treaties of July 15, 1830, and October 21, 1837.
Dismissed by the Indian Claims Commission on January 12, 1962, this second
claim now must be reconsidered by the Commission under the Court's recent
ruling.

Southern Ute--The Indian Claims Commission issued a May 6 order in
Docket No. 328 holding that the Southern Ute Tribe is entitled to
compensation for more than 230,547 acres of land on their Colorado Reserva-
tion which was disposed of by the United States without tribal consent.
The case now proceeds for determination of the dates of land taking and
land values at the time.

k k%

SEMINAR FOR INDTAN LEADERS--The first in a planned annual series of
two-week workshops and training sessions for Indian leaders and tribal
representatives was scheduled for the last week of July and first week of
August on the campus of Idaho State University in Pocatello, Idaho.

The workshops were to be jointly sponsored by the Idaho State
University, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Arrow, Inc., a private organi-
zation dedicated to Indian interests,

Sponsors provide tuition, and room and board to participants
designated by their tribal organizations to attend the annual meetings.
Transportation expenses are paid by the tribe whenever possible.

Problems common to tribal councils and Indian community leaders were
scheduled for consideration at the seminar, At least one session this year
will be devoted to problems involved in labelling and certifying Indian-made
products.

Those who complete the first workshop meeting receive charter
membership certificates in the Association for Progress in Indian Management,

established by the sponsors to stimulate Indian leadership training,

% % %
-3-
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STANDING ROCK ACQUIRES LAND--A 2,607 acre tract adjacent to lands
of the Standing Rock Reservation in the Dakotas was recently purchased
for $130,375 in tribal funds by the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. The purchase
is part of tribal and Bureau efforts to consolidate Indian holdings on the
reservation., The area is one in which Indian lands are heavily checker-
boarded with lands owned by non-Indians.,

E A

ALLIS-CHALMERS ON GILA RIVER--The Gila River Indian community and
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company recently signed a 15-year lease
involving 4,860 acres of Indian land for testing and demonstrating heavy
machinery. Under the terms of the lease, the Indians will construct a
$75,000 industrial plant which will be amortized in 10 years., Allis-Chalmers
will rent the building, and pay an annual ground rent of $5,000. The company
will develop, according to a phased plan, test sites, water reservoirs,
roadways, flow direction and land balancing projects within the leased area.
When equipment and time is available the company will also develop water
courses, carry on landleveling, clearing, road grading and ditch cleaning
projects outside the lease area for the benefit of the tribe.

Equipment operators, mechanics and technicians will be hired and
trained locally whenever possible, thus providing an additional employment
source for tribal members,

E

BUREAU BOARDING SCHOOL SERVES DEMONSTRATION PROJECT--A contract signed
June 28 at Window Rock, Ariz., by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Dine, Inc.,
gave the corporation control of a new $3.5 million Bureau elementary school on
the Navajo Indian Reservation. The school, known as Rough Rock and located 35
miles northwest of Chinle, Ariz., will be operated as a demonstration center
to explore new educational concepts and instructional methods,

Dine--from the Navajo word for ''people'--comprises a group of Navajo
leaders, including Allen Yazzie, Chairman of the Tribal Education Committee;
Ned Hatathli, Director of Resources for the Navajo Tribe, and Guy Gorman, a
tribal councilman,

To open in September, Rough Rock School will enroll 210 boarding
students and 60 day students in beginning classes through sixth grade and
will employ several specialists in remedial reading and speech correction, as
well as general classroom teachers.

The demonstration will be funded by a grant provided through the Office
of Economic Opportunity. The Bureau of Indian Affairs will continue to provide
basic operating funds for the school plant,

* K %

BIA CONTRACTS FOR ON-THE-JOB TRAINING~--A number of companies have
recently renewed contracts with the Bureau of Indian Affairs to provide on-
the-job training for Indian employees. Included are:
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« Ashland Precision Products Corp., of Ashland, Wis., $14,615 to
train 21 Chippewas in parts manufacturing for miniaturized sub-
assemblies.

* Burnell & Company, Inc., of Pelham Manor, N. Y., $140,250 to
train 195 residents of Laguna Pueblo, N, M. in electronics
industry vocations.

* Caldak Electronics Corp., Pierre, S. D., $11,700 to train 23
Indians in electronic components assembly,

* Jicarilla Lumber Co., Dulce, N. M., $24,250 to train 29 Apache
Indians in the forest products industry,

+ Saddlecraft, Inc., Cherokee, N. C., $5,275 to train 15 Cherokees
in leather manufacturing.

* U. S, Automatics Corp. of Pewaukee, Wis., $21,200 to train 47
Indians in the manufacture of electronic components and devices.

+ The Vassar Corp. of New York, N. Y., $94,075 to train 158
Cherokees in manufacture of hair accessories.

* Winston Container Corp., Louisville, Miss., $16,675 to train 28
Choctaws in manufacturing paper boxes and containers.

* % %

A new $36,256 contract with Philco Corporation has also been
negotiated to train 16 Indians of various tribes in the company's Palo Alto,
Calif., plant. The trainees will acquire vocational skills needed for
employment as electronic technicians.

# # #
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