Notes on Major ‘obert Selden Carnett, 1319-1861, By olaf T, Hagen,
Aggoclate Research technicilan Region 4, YWational fark Service, *m

Francisco,%alif,, June 15, 1939,

Ma jor Robert Seldon (sic) Garnett who was in c-mnand of Fort Simcoe
during its construction, 1857°-58, had previous and ausbsquent service
in the Armyvshﬂre he sought his carcer. Less generally know t han many
contem-orar les who served with the military on the Pecific Coast » he
occupied a more res onsible position in this rezion than others towards
whom local tradition often points with mingled pride, Like ‘any other
sympathizers with the South he resigned from the #rmy and joincd the
Confederacy at the outbreak of the “ar of Secession and was amon g the
first to fall in d-fensc of th- "Lost Cause." “eing especially interested
in him as the bullder of Fort Simcoe other periods of h's 1ife are touched
upon only in his sketch,

Robert Seldon Carnett was born at 'Champlain' , Essex County, Virginia,

Deeember 16, 1819, After pr duatinz from “est Point in 1841 he sorved
with the Tourth #rtillery on the “anadlan boider and as ass stant 1n%pructor
in infantry tactics at the Military AcademyI . He was later (1845)
aide de campe to Scneral Wool, end durinz the Mexican "ar to Generel
Taylor. Distinguishinz himself in the “attles of Palo Alto and Resaca de la
Palma he .am succe -ively breveted captain and ma jor for gallant and
meritorious conduct in the battles of Mgpntery and Buena Vista, respectively.

Apter participating in the occupation of Texas he .as again

1-Armistead, Gordon Churchill Jr, Djctionary of American Biography, Scribners,
Hew York, 1831) vII, 158,

Powell,%1111am Henry, Yomp, List of Offic'rg of the United States Army
from 1779 to 1900 (L.R. NMamersly anc Company, ew Yori, 1900, 325,

Appleton's Cyclopedia of Anericen Biogrsphy(Aopleton, New ‘ork, 1888) .
1T, 607.
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detaildd to the military Academy, where he served as Commandant of the
Cors of Cadets and instructor in Infantry Taotios, On “arcy,27,1855
he was commissioned major in the “inth infentry and was sent to
com+and companies of that regiment in operation against Indigns in the

M1 itery Department of the Pacific. “ere he participated in the cempaigns
2

1

Bgainst the Puget Sound and “akima *ndians in 1858,

%n May 19 Colonel Silas Casey, in command of military oper: tdons in

the Fuget Sound region had reported that as far as the *‘ndiens west of the
2
i n
Cascade Mountalns wrre concerned the contest is about ended.

- -

i"i:sljor' Garnett w'th two conpanies of the Winth J‘nf.’antry was therefore
orcered to proceed by way of the Cowlitz and the Columbia Bivers to Join

Colo el Wri~ ht who was in command of the rerulr troops sent apgsinst the
4 ; _
lndiens enst of the Cascades , Yn July 18 Wright h d declared the war at

an end, belny satisfied that the lndians were convinced of the folly of
5
contin ing hostilities, e was therefore fre to continue explorations

with a vdew of determining the most eligible site for a military post
as contemplated by Major “ool's conciliatory policy tovwards the Indians,

“lthough"somewhat at loss to fix upon a position for

2--"efore coming to thePacifle Coast in 1855 Major Garnett had been
comnissioned 2nd Lieut. 4th #r-tl by brevt, July 1,1841; 2nd lieut “an

31, 1842; lst lieut, Aug 18, 1846; Cap, by brevet, Sept, 23, 1846 , for
galiant conduct at ﬂonterey; Iﬁajor by brevet ‘eb , 23,1847 for gallant and
geritogious conduct at Buena Vista; transferr: to 7th *nf, Bug 31, 1848

vapt., “arch 8,1851; tra.sferred to 1lst dragoons Mar, 3, 1855; Major 9th
Inf, Yar, 27, 1855,

3-%001 to Asst, Adjt., Gen'l U.S.A ., Lt, Yol, L. Thomas, June 3,1856,
in 34th Cong. 3 Sess, I, Bx, Doc. 6 {(ser, 906) ,163,

4-Ipid-‘he use of this longer route,ins‘eud of the more direct one over
the Wachess Pass has been pointed out by "ool's critics.

“tevens, liazard, the Life of Isaac Ingalls Stevens (2 vols, loughton
®1fflin end Company, Boston and “ew York, 1900) 11, 195.

S5-Yrisht to W.7, “ackall, A.p,Q,. Dgot, of Pacific July 18,1856,
%S in Records of “ar pent., Adjt. Yenl's office., Dent, of Pagcifie in
Hat-ional Arc ives, “ereafter referred to as Ago, Net 1onal Archives,
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permanent milltary ?ost' zafter 8dddg examined the country pretty thoroughly

a-point on the southern boundary of the Simcoe Valleywas found to
have important advantages.ﬁ.on August 3 Wright had concluded that his
pos ‘tion on the Toppnish Creek was the "most desirable me for a statlon for
the winter."7

Ma jor Ya:nett to whom was entrustcd the task of bullding the post which
was designated Fort Simcoe, arrived in the Simcoe Valley esrly in August
with Companies "G" and "F' of the Yinth *nfantry from the cemp on the
"Kittites where Colonel Wright had lcft him with three comoanies m Yuly
21.8 Work on the  temporary" buildings for the shelter of the troops
was besun immediately and pushed vigorously, but before being,88eBn8@C
overcrowded into these unfinishecd quarters the tr: ps had been exposed
in tents durlng the severest part of the winter.g

rhe buiting of Fort ®imcoe was no small task under the clrcumstmces.
The site selccted was & out silxty miles from the palle s where wa Jocated
bhe nearestmilit ry pnost from which su 1lies co: 1ld be obtained, éctween
Fort Dalles and Fort Simcoe comnun!csution was by pack traill, and work
was at once begun on a wazon road which was passable to the #rmy's
six wule wagons before the last of °eptember.lo Since the route was
impracticable for wagons for the five moths of the yesr beginnin~: dnvy,
1, little besldes provisions could be transported durinithe fall of 1856,
for the bullding of the post therefore the troops were dependant on pine
timber which was easily acce sible, Consequently the first buildings were

hewn plne lozs

B Loid.S glaWn, “ndre« Jackson, Ka-mi-akinj The Tast Hero of the ‘s imas.
(Kilhem Stationary ani Printing Company, fortlaic,Or.,1917),63.
S-Splawn’ op. Oit. ’ 65.

9-Ib1d; 36 Cong, , 1 Sess,, Se. Bx Uoc, 52 (ser, 1035), 264,

10="right to Mackall, Aug. 17,1856; same to samec, May 15, 1857 acV,,
Naticnal #rcohives,
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“.plan of Fort Simcoe prepared in the winter of 1856 or the spring
of 1856 indlice!es that the log quarters erected during the f irst fall were
to form a part of the permanent nost., Lxcept for the outlying block houses
ench bullding = wa 8o situated that 1t would form a part of a recular
quadrangle around which the rest of the buildings were pleanned, In completing
the post 4ajor Yernett wanted toadd to the comforts of the men whose
life on *hefrontier were none to good at its best. For the a commodat ion
of the officers frame quabters with such convenience as xhe thought
practicable were contemplated, in completing these, however, he encountered
obstacles more difficult than the elements., ¥hen the quartermaster:s
Depar tment refused bp recduced his requisitions for 1lime, firebrick and
paint, he hastened "with some temper to relieve his official character
from aspersions or iaplied censures."ll "l thout expectat on of "changing
any acfion in the case,“ Without expectation of“changing any action in
the case,u but to orotect himself against the supposition that B8 by
silencehe had admitted the force or sou ¢ness of the reasons glven for not
‘ranting the requisition, he explaine at length the proposed use of
the materials re@ufsted.l2 Garnett f1 ally appealed over the heads of
officlals in charge of the department of the Pscific and requestec the
"5ecretary of Yar that he...cause instructions to be cmveyed throngh the
proper departments toc the geputy Quartermaster, serving in the Department
of the Pacific, to have ths post suvpplied with a sufficiency of common
paint to paint the quarte s here necessary for the shelter and occupancy

LG}
of the Officers of tiis command,"

- e e wm

11-Carnett to Mackall, July 16,185%. A30,, Nationel Archives.

12-Same to same, Aug, 18, 1857, Yarnett to Lt. Col, ‘hos. Swoards,
Denuty “warternaster eneral, * an F}aﬂcisco,calif. Aug 14,1857, A Oey
Nat fonal “#rchives,

13-Yarnett to Col, 8, Cooper, 8djt. Yn'l U.S-A, washington D.C,
Nove 4 , 1857, A%0 National “rchives,
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He regretted bothering the Pecretary about such a petty detail, but
felt compelled to do so,having been refuéed paint and been ordered to use
white waslg wh ch , having been refused a sufficiency of 1liwe for
plastering, would have to be applied to wood and as such" 18 known to be
unfit for the habitatiors of persors who desire to nreserve those habits
of neatness and cleanliness commnon anong the class of people in civil
life from whom the Officers of our Army are supposed to come." Claiming
credit for hims~1lf for having exercised the grestest care and economy in
expendl ture of public funds end challsnging the ctosest examination on
thls score, he added the he considercd it equally his duty jto see that
éhé small portion of th f#rmy entrustedto my care and comnand be provided
for @080mOA4Rd in a manner becoming owr pgovernment and people."

"The 1ife of our army o1 the frontler 1is sufficientlyuninviting
under the most fuvorable circumstences anéd I cannot be made to believe
that onthe plea of a smell economy, the ionorable Secretary of “ar, the
government odr0 of our people, desir to add to its inconveniences and
privations by condemning it to live 'n habitations scarcely better
firnished than the “iesro quarters of the more humane and respectable
portion of Loulsiana su-ar plantations,"

Delay in constructing the buildings whichwere 10t completed until

14
the spring of 1858 was attribu’'ed to the failure of the “uartermaster

Depaﬁtment tn supplyinz funds and materials recuisitioned, Yo their
11liberable soirit in in'crpreting the regulations would also have to be
chapged the inhospitality &f the post in not providing quarters to
visiting officials whose duties brousht them "unhappinly,.. tothis

15
distant region, wrote c’ar-nett.

14-35 Cong, 1 Sess, Sen Ex Doc, 52 (ser. 1036), 264,

15-Yarnet*+ to Swords, Aug, 14, 1857, AGp Hgtimal Apchives,



Despite the fact that the Fort Simcoe buildings were completed on a

scale 1less ambitions than ﬁarnett had wished themthey were well planned,

Both in construction and design theyw rre superior to bulldings ordinarly
found on a military nost of this type. Officers of the Ihdian °ervice, to
whom the post w.: transferred i 1858 , reported some of them
Telegant structures."l6 of "superior construction," affording"comforts"
and conveniences selaom fou;d in indian country."17 From - he four officers!
quarters still standing it is evident that Major Garrett wa: succe sful
in erecting veautiful and substantlal buildings in spite of the adverse
conditions he faced., Even if the parsimonious policy of the “uartermaster's
Department has been justifled by the abandonment of the post by the
military in 1859 it was intended as a permanent station vhen its
cons truction was curried on by “arnett and his efforts tomake the post
attractive and lastin: zeem warranted.,

Major Gernett appears to have been one of the staunchest supporters
of Yool's policy whereby Fort Simcoe w's to scrve not "for the imediate
protect on of the wites but to keop the indians in awe," and to learn
t heir feelings "and to check and chan e these when they became inimic 1,"
Pursing this policy which had b en ingugurated in the region by Wolonel
wrizht's peace negotiat ions in tﬁe spring of 1356, Garnett refused
to turn over to civil anthorities Inhdlens accused of participati g
{n “he murders that had 1-@ to the war, e insisted that in view of
“right's understanding with them such action mizht precipitsate & war from
whilch little was to be gailred, ille suz-ested thst the same ends could
be accomplished by banishing the leaders of the 'ostliles from their

favorite saunts and

16-Beport of Yomrissioner of I.dlams Affairs for 1859, 36 Cong. 1 Dgss N
Ex Doc, 188(ser, 1023) 187

17=-Report of Cgmmissioner of 4+ !lan #ffairs for 1860, p. 179

13-Mackall to Steptoe, Jan 1,1857, in 34 Cong. 3 sess, H Ex, Doc, 76
(ser. 906), 255-256,

18
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leaving their punishment to the Indians themselves in accordence with
noliers 8 1d to hve been pursued by the Hudson's Bay Company.l9 was
warforced byovert acts of violencc on the part of the Indians, then
the “#rmy should be prepared to sct promptly and vigorously.

Indian depredations and attacks on Yolonel Steptoe's comand gad on
miners esrly in 1858 caused a renewal of hostilitie , “arnetL‘, who had but
recently seen Fort simcoe completed w83dBd0OBé¢ entered upon the
campaign enthusiastically, Yhile principal campaign was to be under
Colonel Yiright operating from Fort Walla Walla Major Garnet: was dirccted
to proceed against the Indlens orth and west of the Columbia, f'is advice
thet & column as larege as that proposed under Wright:s command would have
difficulty in en-aginz the I,dians in crmbat does not gppesr to have been
heeded.zo Nor does it appesr that Colonel ¥right or any of 8 superiors
lent an ear to Y@9d®8 CGarnett's proposals about lhiow the two columns 'ght

21
copperate,

[ u L4
Prepmrat 1ons for the cominz cam a ign gave arnett an o nortunity to

repeat urgently his requisitions for shoes and flour not vet granted
22 ‘
by the “uartermasters Dep rtment, iinally on August 5th and 9th

res-ctivelyw, Post Orders No, 17 and 256 were issued covering instructions-.
23
for the majority of the coantingencies that micht arise in the merch.

Yn Auzust B , after the encounter of one detachment of his com and with
the Indians, “arnett found it his painful duty" to report the drath
of Second Lieutenant Jess (sic) K. #1len, vho hac fsllen at 2 o'clock that

morni iz In a successful surprise attackupon sn “ndian cam-,.

19-“arnett to 4djt. 9 “nfy % AAA" Fort Dalles,July 16,1857,
Garnett to Wew, Mackall,bug ., 15, 1857 . ame to seme *eb,3,1858,
Ago National Arcnives,

20-Seme to same,%uly 7,1858 A0 Vational Archives,

21-Same to Same,Jduly 17 1858 ,ACO0 National & rehives, _
22-To *ackall,July 28,1858 same to sawe,Jduly28,1858, 470 Wat'l A,
23-To Yajor Mackall Aug 10,1858, £°0 National Archlvcs.
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in thds Wsaad affair" reports of whioh caused him "to feapr that he
(Allen) was shot acé¢identally by one of is own men in the darknessof
the hour," "21 men, about 50 women and children, 70 head of horses & 15
head of cattle besides consider:ble other Indian nroperty wbe were
captured," 24 Three of the wen being identified as participants in the
attack on the miners were shot, # fourth wss killed by the soldier: when
he tried to escane,

From the Camp of the Takima 1“Jﬂ:pedition on the "enatcha Biver Garnett
reported on Augu‘t 30 that five more {ndians had b cen cantured by a
detachment under Lieutenants Crook, #cKall end Turner, These were
also shot 25. “n Sertember 23 when the expedition returned to Fort
Simcoe after 45 days in the file’d, the 7aln column had marched 505
miles, Garnett felt that the :successes on the *akima and the YWenatcha though
“mall have repaid us however for the labor.26 In all ten *ndians had been
captured and sh-t, One officer, Licutenant #lien waskilled and a private
"Liebe of Co, 'C' 9th Infy struggled behind the command and .as GOR
found dead the next morning.227, Before st rting Homeward on September
15 news of Y“olonel Wr’_ght's dcelsive victory in the Battle of Four fakes

28
had been received, <+t so far surpassed any of the aclilevements of

Garnett' expedition that a ter referrii g to the small succe ses
mentioned thet he orobably f und little comfort in writi. :

"As predictcd to you in my letter of the & 7th of July the main
body of the hostiles on*his side oflthe Columbia took refuze in t hat vast
region of country laying betueen the Blackfeet * dians and the
Columbia."29
-=24~-to Mackall,Aug, 15,1858 AGO National Arvhives,

25-?0 heckall #,g, 30,1853, 670, “ational Apvhives,
26=to Mackall,Sent, 24, 1858, 450 National Arghives,
27«Ibid
28-1bia

29 Ibiq.
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Any d09@Dd§ARHd dismay that might have been c aused by Wright's more
br 1liant military achievements were not re'ieved by Garnett's personal

affalrs, On beptember 16 Captain 7,M., Judeh - bommanding Fort Simcoe during

Unrnett's absence, wrote dolef‘ully,30

"Supposing that Maj, G. was within 80 miles of the post and at the
Suzzestion of Dr, Heger I dispatched an ndian express tohim from the
latter on Monday 13 h anmouncing to him the probable fatel illness of Mrs,
Ge

"I am pained to add that although sti1l1l alive ps, G, is only so through
the operation of stiaulants that Dr. has no hope of her recovery
although there is always hope while life rewains."

That this news hastened the retirn of §arnett's expedition does not
seem probable, He had at first planned to be back at D'or't Simcoe by
Septemher 20k but in a dispatch of 5ept. 731 indicated that pursuit of
the Indians to the “olvill River wonla post 'one his return until
September 30, fhe abandonment of the propowed visit to Fort Sin
Colville was attributed to.lack of gupplies end shoes and the supposition
that ¥ri-ht having d foated the Indians would visit the region which was
more properly in his f'ield.32 Since the homeward march was commencsd on
September 14, from a point so far away “rom Fort Simcoe thst 1t required
nine or ten days for the column that averaged seventeen mile a day
to reach the latter plece, it is not probable thst Judah's mesgenser sent
on the thirteenth reached barnett before the r=turn wrs st rted,

loformation found about Ha jor uarnett's personal affairs is too

sketchy to permit conclusions, It is assumed, 'owgver, that Mps, ¢

30-Judah to Major ('ackall) Septemver 16,1858 AGo Nationallrchives,
Copy attached

3l--Judah to “ackall,Sept, 16,1858, Uarnett to Judah,Sept, 7,1858,
00 National Archives,

32-Carnett to Mackall, “ept.24, 1858, 470, National Arihives.
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ref rred to in the gioted dispatch from Captain Judsh was Mary Nielson (si@)
; 33
of “ew York City, wien Major _Ga nett had ma ried the previous year."

-

Ma jor Garnett:s stay et Fort Simcoe efter the rctur of the Yakima
expedition was very brief, #3 late as October 13,1858 1 tters dated {ont
S imcoe were 8ipgned by him as comuending officer of the nost, but on

the first of November Caniain J.J. Archer of the “inth nfantry was
34
comnanding the posti,

Lenvin~ Fort Simcoe in the fell of 1858¥Yajor Yarnett went to Europe
35
where he traveled on sick leave, At the beginning of the Yar between

the States he returnec to the United States and on April 30,1881,
36
resigned his commis- ion in the United States Army, He was sppointed

Ad utent General with the rank of Colonel to organize the Virginia

troops and on June € was commissioned Brigadier ueneral in com and of
37
the forees in the w stern part of the state, Confront ed by c"enerzal M-

Clellan, w cse forces outnumierednim six to one, with part of his

1 1]

force surrounded, he s ved hils army by a most mssterly retrest, but

- -

was 1 self killed after the sharp en—age-ent which occurred when
Ynion Troops overtooir, the rear guard with whch he wa covering the

retreat, at Carrick's

33-Armistead, D+A.B. VII, 159 It isnot entirely clear what ismeant by

"the -revious year as used in this article whichstat: thet Garnett remained
on duty until 1858 when he went to “urope on leave and thet he lad married
the preceding year, but ¥t w's presumably 1857,

Dr, Hesar {he post surgeon who staged at Fort Simcoe during the Yek ima
BPxpedition s -bsence, in jhls 1858 report dated Fort Simcoe, ebruary
1859 stated that illneus occurred in the family of an officér )
that resulted in the death of themother and ch 1d.," in 36th Cong. 1 “ess
Sen "x Doc. 52(ser, 1035 ., 235, .

34-Uarnett to HacKall,lct. 15,1858, ~#G_ National Archives.Cant. J.J°
Apcher to Capt, A, Pleasanton 4.A,A, Yn'l Dept. of Oregon Letters
hecelved Dept, of Oregon, “rchives, ®en Francisco Presidio.
35-Armistead DA,.B, VII' 159 Ap leton's “yclopedia, LINED 7S

36=-Powell, Qp cit, 325, :

37-Appleton sCyclopedia, 1I, 607,
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36
Fort on the cneat River on July 3,1861.,

G

b Igecause of Major “a no-t's opposition to the surrencer of the

~dlans
‘ whom Yovernor Stevens insisted be turned over to the civil
authorlties for punishment 1t mizht be expected that he woild have shared
Generel Woolts unponulerity in the ferritory. lIis su ort of the conciliatory
policy toward the *idians seems to have been forgiven, ‘owever, bccause

of his vigorous stand in war of 1858, ‘18 belleve that in the att ck on the
miners in June, 1858, "the 1hd ians had no just provocation," 22 nis

admiss ion that "the pwﬁllc sentiment of the country renders it necessary
that we shold at once go throush with som such expedition,4olas

sugcested by General Clarke, end his conduct of the ‘akima j"Ji{ped:ltion
rodeemed him in the eyes of the citlzens of the ferritory. Tocal
historlans who have severely criticized ”oolls actions have credited

~#Major Garnett with jconscqicious rrallza.ntr-y" in the wars of 1856 and 1858
both east asvd west of the Vascade mountqi~é."While inthis

territory the then “ajor Uarnett was one ofthe most popular and esteemed
officers on duty ‘n the Indian war,41

3c-frmistead D.A.B. VII 159; “ppleton's Cyclopedsa (1 607), says that
his ermy wss routed,

39 =Yarnett to Mackall June 26,1858 A"® ilational Archlves.

&0-Pame to seme,dulv 7,1868, AGo National Archives,

419B0@0930E Evans, Elwood, comp, History of the Pa ifie Horthwest; Oregon
and ”ashington 2 vole: (North Facific “istory Publishing Cr-mpany Portland
Opcgon 1889) 1,593, n,.2

Among the scurces that should have been consulted but -ot a;nilable to

me in prP@ pr-paring th!s sketch sho:ld bementioned J.M. Garnett

Genealory of the -lercer-Yarnett Family(1910) edited by “rmist-ad,
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Hines, Rev, Gustavus. Oregon, its History,Condition and
prospects. Buffalo,Perby and Co, 1651,

(Tour of the inter lor from Vancouver.e.e.Pe 156.,.) (8pelling followed)
Thur aday, 4theArrived at the Dalls amd found owr friends well
ard prospering. Here re ide Rev, ¥ aniel Jee, one of the pioneer

Kov, H.K.,W. Perkins and lir. H.B. Brewsr.

missionaries in Oregon,
Yhey are laboring to establish a permsnent mission at this place
for the benefit of the I_ﬁdiana but with dawbtful success,

The country araind is much better than I expected to finde. In the
vicinity of the missnion the land i1s exceedingly fertile, aml the
scenery is most delightfuleaes

Peweld7+4e 8 16ft cur canoe at the Palls inc are of an Indiah and
en aged eigh; horses of an old Indien by the neme of Yanasissa, who was
to bring them to us the fol.owlng mormninge.

PeeelB8esefour miles brought us to the grest Palls

PewelbDdeel fOW years a; 0 8 religicus excitement prevailed among the se
Indians ard ne rly @ddil the whole tribe, consis# ng ofupwards of a
thousand, professed to be converted and were baptized
eesThey arekovn by the name of t he Wasco Irdians, and they call
the r country round the Dalls Viascopame '_"hey claim the country
extending from the c ascadesa up to t he falls of the Columbia, the
distance of sbout £ifty miles "La Dallas," a the narrows ..

eeeThe country around theDPalls is valuable, in consequence of its
adaption to ;razing and 0@ farming purposss, and the , and the e xtensive

salmon fishery which might here be established. *hese Indians s With
most of the tribes of Oregon, &re destined to utter extinction, and
the time is not rar distant when their country will be P..160
occupied by the descendants o the Pilgrims

Pel63,.eelaving traveled thirty-six miles over t his desert region

we stopped for the rnight on the bankes of & beautiful stream called
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the Utilla. Hore we found fifteen or twenty ®Hf the Walla="alla Indians

“eesllving on the fish they caught in t ho s tream. These fish are a
species of the salmon and we succeedsd ir getting enough for our
sup erand P.l64

breskfast. ‘he land on this river is mare fertile, and grows better as
you go up the stream.

Pe+165 The Kayuses were pr:lhcipa 1ly encamped along the tmse of the

Biue mountqins , 8 few miles east of Ur, Bhitman's house...
Peesl6Gs ssThey (the Cayuses) had been informed that Ellis, the llez

Perce chief vas coming down to meet us on their ground, and this had
determined them not to have any meeting until Ellis should arrive.
Puonelb74aali0 ascertéined tha t about sixty of the Kayuses had
com enced cultivating the ground. They each have fenced ma@sBzsi around a
small piece of ground from one=fourth of an acre, tothree
acres aml each one ls enti led only to what ke raises himself. They
had in the ground wheat, corn, peas and potatoes,
Paeel70,Fichy 12the “s the Iydians refused to come togethar unleas
Ellis and his men came down tome  them, we informed Gh&® them
that we should go up ard see “11is in his own country, but being
susplicious that we intended to prevent his coming down, they
were much opposed to 0RO our golng. EBxplaining % the chi efs the
objed of visit, they seemed  be satisfied, ard we went about
preparing for the continuance of our journey.
es.t1ll 11 o'cl ck at night when we camped on a small rivulét
called Toosha, forty=five m les from where we sta ted. Rested for an
hour and continued our cowsc through an ex ésdingly romantic comntry.
At five p.n. arrived at the Spake or ILewia River where a portion of the
Noz Perce tribe reside, headed by one whom they call "Red Wolf,"
'_*'he village is situated on & small inclined plain, quite fertile,

but the country round about 1s very rocky ard mountainous. The velleys
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however afford abundant grass to supuly the numerous horses owned
by the Indians. ®ed Volf, in more than one imstance, has proved
himself a friend to the “mericans. Yhen lYapt. Bonneville was in this
comtry many years ago, in histrade with the I, dians, he met with
viclent opposition p. 171
from the Hudson:s Yay Company end wa: compelled to leave that partion
under the control of t he company, B¢ in his attempt to do, he lost his
way ard wardered about until he amd his men were reduced to a
sturving stoate. F‘Ohmnately, he struck a trail that led him to the
lodge of Red Wolf am he imnediately told the chief of his great
distress. Red Yolf wa moved by tie story end ordered & harse to be
b chered without dolay. Bonneville amd his men feasted themselves
to their entire satisfa tion; and when they were ready to leave, they weme
supplied with & guide amd provisions f08 for t heir journey.

Fraz Pr, Whitman's to Red Wolf's place it is one hundred miles,
and having ftraveled it in one day owr horé 68 wre log wealryseelt WaS
twenty~five miles fram Red Wolf's to the mission station among the
Hez Perces, under care af Hev, Nr, Spaulding, and the sun was two
hairs high; the trall was difficult in some places but the harses were
af light-footed as antelopes. Red “olf had volunteered to accompany
us, am crossing the river, swimming our horses in the rear of our
canoe, wo each one mount d the animal desigm ted by the chief, and
himself tak.ng the lead, we measured off the ground with wonderful
rapidity. ¥e passed & number of small villages ard found the vallies
which wre fertile, astonishingly filled wilth hor ses. Fran one em#nence
could be seen not lsss then one thousand. But “ed Wylf led us on with such
astonishing swiftness tha ¢ w had scarcely time to cast & glance at the
Indian horscsa, r ivers, mountains e tce by which the scenery of our
route was diversified, and which we left one after another in quick
succe: alne Y60 Just as the sun wa: setting we brought up on the

Clear Mater River, on the side opposi® the house of Rev. lip.
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Spaulding. %e lmd traveled twenty-five miles in two hours and
8ixty mlles since we dined at twelve o'clock. Hailing a cross the
river,tMr. Spaudling cams over in a amall cance, and p 172
took us and our bag;age over, and with his wife and Nire and M,s.
Littlejohn save us & most cordial arm hearty welcome 4o the ir isolated
home. |

Sunday 14ths Some hundred Indians of all ages met inthe rear of Mye
5paulding’s house for @eligious wWorshipese. Mpe 'Spaulding had received
thre e of them into church fellowship, two of them chiers by the
name of Joseph and Timothyees

Honday, lbtheseclimbed to the top of a mountain twenty~two hundred
Peet high which overlooks the valley of 800 Sapwal, end enables us to trace
the windangs of the “lear “ater for several miles.

Tuesday, l6th~-Joseph who 18 second to L1lis in the chieftainship, made
a nartial display of his band in a 1little plain in the rear of the house
"e estimated the numbver under J:seph at 700

Pe 173== Wodnes ay, 17thesJoseph called ot his ocand end avwaited
the arrival of *1is, We were rquested to take places in the Fromt
ranks of Josephpsband, in the center,amd soon appeared coming over
the mountain , behind wh ch had been wailting, & cloud of Indlans that
spread itself over its sides. The mountains scemed alive as hundr -de of
Indisns came moving toward the valley. They were all mounted on their
best horses, and the se were ornamented with scarlet belts a nd head
dresses «ee

Pe 17544 aBxamining the country more critically on our return than
when we went out, we found it to be ‘ndescribably beautiful and
plcturesque sometimes rising into the romantic end sublfme and generally
well adapted o pastoml purposes. No timber of any consequence
appeared except on the banks of the streams. Crossing the Zookanan and
Toosha, we stopped for super on a beaubiful little brook called
Imaispa. |
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178e4eeDuring the day, Nez Perce Ipdians continued to arrive until
six hundred peo.le and a thousand harses appesred on the plainse.
The Kayuse and Yalla Vialla bands united forming & troop of three hundred
men, ull mounted. They met the Nez Porces on the plain in front af
Dy, Whitman's house.

Pe S44+.a It 18 on the extended plains of this region that the Kayuses
and ‘ez Perces raise their imense droves of horses. It is no uncomnon
thing for me Indian to own fif teen hundred of these animals.

It may ther efore be concluled, as .it has been already expressed,
that from the fertility of t he soil of thisregion, as well as the
salbbrity of the climate, as & whole, it 18 most admi ably adapted
to purposes of grazing, vhile on many of the streams agricultlural
pursuits might successfully be prosecuted.

On th Walla Yalla and “lear Vater rivers attempts at farming

have been made and heave been crowned with success,
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progpoctse Buffalo,Vervy and Co, 1661,

(Tour of' the in orior from Vanco Vére.sspe 1li6ss) (8pelling f ol lowed)
Thuraday, 4theArrived at the Dalls ani found owr friends well
am proaporinge lore re ide Hev,+ anlel Joe, one of the pioneor
migslonarie: in Oregon, Sev. H.K.. Pe'kirs and lre Hale Browpre
‘hey mare laborirng to establish a pormanert mission et this place
for the benefit of tho Indiens but with dabtful successs
The country arand is much better t han T expected to finde In the
vicinity of the misoion the land 18 exceedingly fertile, aml the
sconery is moat delightfules
p.-._.lb'?...,'te left wur canoe at the Yalls inc esre of an Indian and
on aged eight horses of an old Didian by the newe of Yanasissa, who was
to bring then to us the fol.owing morring.
PeselB84eefour niles trought us to the grect ¥alls =
DeeelbDesed fOW yeors a o a roligious excitement prevailed emong the e
Indians erd ¢ rly 4@l tie whole tribe, conoisy ny, of'upwards of a
thouwsand, mmrofecsed to be converted end were baptized
sesThoy areinown by the name of the Vasco I.dians, and they cull
ther country round the ﬁalls Wascopare ‘hey claim the country
extending from the c ascades up to t he falls of the Columbia, the
distance of sbout £ifty miles "La Yallas,” @ the narrows eee
eesThe country arovund theblalls is valuable, in cmaequence of 1ts
sdaption to  razing and Of8& farning purposes, snd the , and tho e xtensive
palmon fishory which might here be established. *hese Indians, with
most of the tribes of Oregon, ere destined to uttor extinction, and
the tims 18 not far distant when their country will be P..160'
occupleu by the descendanta o the Pilgrims
Del634eellaving traveled thirtyesix niles over t Lls desort region

wa stopped for the right on the bmlka of & U autiful strean called
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the Utillae Hore wo found fifteen or twenty O the Yallae'®lla Indians

eeeliving on the fish they céue;ht in t ho s tream. ‘hese fish ae a
spacies of tm.salmen and we succeeded 1 gotting enough for our
sup orand Pel64
breakfast, ""ha lJand n this river is mare fertile, and growa better as
you go up the streame
DPe 165 The ¥Kayuses were principelly encamped along the mse of the
Biue mountafirs , a fow miles vast of ¥r, Bhitman's Hous@...
Peesl6GeeeThey (the Cayusos) had been infarmed that #1lis, the lieg
Perce chiof vae caming down to nect us an thelir ground, and this had
detornined them not to have any mecting untili Ellls should ariives
PeeslG74neVio apcertaired that «bout sixty of the Kayuses had
com arced cultivabting the groundas They each huve fenccd nusisiBast around a
emall pioce of gromnd from one-~fourth of anacre, tothrce
acres anl each one iu onti led only to vhat i® reises himself. They
had in the ground whost, corn, peas and potatoss,
1’...1'70..1?‘1'1(1:3- 12the “g the I:disns refuscd to come to;ethar unleas
Ellis ard his non came down tome  thenm, we informed Ghé® thom
that woe should go up armd see “1lis in his owm country, but being
suaplcious that weo interded to prevent his coming down, they
were much opposed to 0RE owr goinge Explainiig to the chefs the
objet of visit, they seemed to be satisfled, ard we went about
preparing for the continuance of our journey.
eestill 11 o0'¢l ck at night vhen we camped on & small rivuldt
called “ooaha, fortyefive m les fron vhere we sta ted. Roasted for an
hour and continued our cowse throegh an ex eedingly romantic comntrye
At five pedle arrived at the Spake or ILewis River where a portion of the
log Perce tribe veside, headed by ono whom they cull "Red WOlf "
“he vililage 1s situated on @ small Inclined plain, quite fortile,

but the country round about is very rocky ar nountainous. The valleya
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howaver aifford abundant grass to supnly the numerous horses owmed
by tho Indianse "ed Wolf, in mure than ono Limtance, has proved
himgelf a friend to tie ‘mericans., Yhen “ant, “on eville wen in Lhis
comtry many ears ago, in histrade with the I dians, he net with
vioclent opoosition p. 171
from the Pludsm:s "’ay Company and wa: compelied to loave that purtion
under the camtrol of the company, “ut in his attempt to do, he lost his
way amd wamiercd about until he ard I is men were reduced to a
atirving astute, !'Obtunately, he struck a trail that led him to the
lodge of Ked Wolf am he imodistely tola the chief of hin great
distress. Rod "olf wa nmnoved by tio story and ordered a harse to be
bt cherod without dolay. Yonnevilic amd his ren fennted tlensolvos
to tioir entire satisia tion; and whon they were roady to loave, they wepe
supplied vith a guido ard provisions {90 r'ar ¢ hoir Journey.

Fran Py, VUhitwan's to Red "olf's place it 18 one hund ed miles,
and having traveled it in one day owr horsos we o 18y VORI Veaslt VES
twenty=five miles fram Hed Wolf's to tho miseiom statinn anong the
fiez Porces, undor care af Hev, I'r, Spaulding, ard the eun was two
haira high; the trail was difficult in somo placea tut the harses were
ef lighte-footed as antelopen, Red “o.f had volunteercd to accompany
us, ani crossing the river, swimming our horsges in tho 1roar of our
canod, wo each ono mount Jd the animal desigra tcd by the chief, and
himself tak ng tho lead, we measured off the praund with wonderful
rapldity. e pascsed & mmver of small villages amd found the vallies
which wre fertile, astonishingly filled with horscse Yrom one empnence
could bo soen not Ilvas then ome thousande But “ed VW lf led us on with such
astonishing swiftness the & w hed scarcely timo to cast a glance at the -
Indian horsoo, P ivere, mountains e tce by which tho scenory of our
route wag diversified, and which wo left ono after snother in quick
succe nilone Y00 Jus: as the sun wa setting we browght up on the

Cioar Yater Hiver, on the side opposi® the house of Reve e
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Spauldinge e md traveled tventyefive nmiles in two houwrs and
8ixty niles since wo dined at tweive otclock, Halling a cross the
river,ire 3 8udlirng cama over in & small canoe, and p 17¢
took us and o bag, age over, and with his vife and Vre anc .o
Littlojohn (ave us & (08t cordial ard hearty welcame to the ir isolated
honCe

Sunday l4the Sowe hundrcd Indians of all ages met inthe rear of Mpe
Spaulding's house for @eligious Worshipess Mpre Ppaulding leé received
thye o of thon intw church fellowship, tvo of thenm chiefs by the
neme of Josoph and Linothyeea

Monday, lbtlissetlinbed to the top of a mountaln twentyetwo hundrod
‘et M gh which owrlooks tho valley of 800 Sapwni, and enables us to trace
the windéngs of the “lear Yater for sovoral m!les,
" Tuesday, 16the-Jomeph who 18 socond to #llls in the chioftainship, rnde
g partial Gis play of his band in a 1ittle plain in the rear of the house
e estimated the numoer under J:aaph at 700

Pg 17Gme Hoines oy, 17thesJosoph called mt his tand and awaited
the ar:ival of *ilis, Ve were rquosted to take places I the from
ranks of JOsophns band, in the conter,ard soon appearad comliyg over
the mountain , behind wh ch had been vaiting, & cloud of Indianse that
spread 1tself over 1ts gidess {he mountains svemsd alive as hundr ds of
Indins came moving toward the valleye. They were all mounted on thelr
best horses, erd tlese wore ornamented with scarlet beltsand hesd
dronses eas

Do 175aaeelixanining the country move critically on our return than
whon we wont wt, we fouhd it to be ndeac ibably beautiful and
pilcturcaque sonutines rising into the romantic ard sublime and generally
well adapted W pastoml purposese Ho timber o arny consegquence
avpeured except on the banles of the sfreams. Crossing the Tookanan am
Yoosha, wo stopped for super on & beautiful little brook called

Tnaigpe e
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178 eaeburlig the day, Nes Purce I,dians continuoc to arrive until
0ix hundred peo:le and a thousand harses a jcered on the plains.
Ine Kayuse and Yalla Valla bands unitsd forming & hroop of three hundred
men, all mownted. ‘hey mot the llog Forces on the pimin in front af

Dy, whitman's house.

De 34.¢e It 10 on the extended plains of this roglon that tie ayusos
and .otz Perces raise their im ense droves of horses, It is no uncomion
thing for mo Ludiam to own iftcon hundred of thesa animals.

Lt nay thar ofare be conclided, as it has beon alree dy exprecsed,
that from the fertility of the soil of thisregion, as well as tho
salbbrity o the climato, as a whole, it is most adni ably adapted
to purposecs of grasing, vhilc on many of tho streams agricultural
pursuits might asuccossfully oe prosecuted,

On th Valia ‘wlla anc “loar Yater rivors attempts &t farming

havo bosn mado and 8ve boon crovmed with succoBse
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