Two Puttes battle

(Notes from Persondl Memoirs of P.H. Sheridan, General, U.S, Army)

éheridan, of later Civil War Fame, received his promotion to a second
lieugenant 1in the Fourth Infantry wh: h was stationed in “alifornia
and Oregon, in November, 1854,

Enteradmilitary‘academy, suspended until later for :provoking
assault with fellow cadet, rejoined academy in nugust,1852 and
graduated next June. In same class was James B. McPherson, killed in
the Atlanta Yampaion while commanding the Army of the lennessee;
John M, Schofield, who com anded the “#rmy of ths Ohio; Joshues %, 8111
killed as a brigadier general in the battle of Stone “iver, Yene ral
John B, Hood (later Confederate ) a member of the class

Sent to Texas, Fort Duncan in 1953, t111 sent xm West to Yort
Rezding, before embarking, stationed on “edloe s lsland in commgnd of
detachment of recruits. Statue of Liberty is now located on that
island. Embarked for Coast in July,1855.ordered to Lt Reading and
relieved John B. Hood (later “onfe orate general) and assigned to

mounted escort of Tieut R.S. Williamson charged with duty of making

s ver

railroad surveys connecting Pacramento Yallk y with Columbia
either through Willamette 'ally or by valley of the Des Chutes HKiver,
Camped near Fort Vancouver amd at this time, Oct. 1855 war broke

out and he was detached from duty with exploring party and
reguired by ™“aj. Gabriel J. Raiis, then commanding the di strict to
Join an expedition agai st the “akimas.

"The object of the second expedition was to retrieve this (the Haller)
disaster.

Composcd of a small body of regular troops and a regiment of uregon
mounted volunteers under command of “plonel James W. Nesmith; whole force

under command of Rains, “ourth Infantry (he wrote) but volunteecrs would

not agree to this apnarently from their communicat ons.
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e started £ om the Dalk s October 30, under conditions that wers
not conducive to success. fhe season was late for operations;and
worse still, the comnand was not in accord wit h the commanding officer
becaus: of general belief in his incompetency.

.o On the second day out I struck a small body of indians with
my aetachment but was unable to do them any particular in jury beyond
getting possession of a large qumtity of the ir winter food, which
their hurried departure compelled them to abandon. lhis ' food consisted
principally of dried salmon--pulverized and packed in sacks made of
grass--dried huckleberries, and dried camas,.." (Note by Be: possibility
here this the origin of the story concerning dest ruction of non-
combattant cache snd village, “ater references will show but slow
prorress first few days of march, two or three miles a day only).
",,.our objective point was Father Pandoza's (Pandozy) Mission
in the Yakima ‘alley, wh ch could bereachedby two diferent routes, and
thouch celerity of movement was essential, our comnanding officer
tstrategicel 1y' adopted the longer route, and fhus the Indians had
ample opportunity to ge® away with their horses, cattle , women and
children and the camp property...
HrBter the encounter which I just now referred to, the command, which
had halted to learn the re ul 8 of my chase, resmumed its me&rch
to and through the Klikitat canyon and 'nto the lower “akima “aliey
in the direction of the Yakima river. L had charge of the head of the
colum as it pessed through the canon , andon entering the valley
beyond say in thedis tance five or six Indian scouts , whom I pressed
very closelvy, until after a run of several miles they'eaapéd across
the Yek ima 1 ver.
",,.called a halt until we could discover the di ection taken by

the rincipal body of t e Indians. “e soon le arned they "ad gone up
emstvapherpgchbdgook ing that wav, we discovered a co umn of alk.li
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dust approaching us about a mile distant, interposing between my
little detachment and the point where I knew General Rains #éntended
to encanp for the night. After hastily consulting with Lieutenant Eggard
H. Uay of the Thi d U.5. Artillery , who was with me, weboth concluded
that the dust was caused by a body of the enemy which had slipped in
betw en us and our main force..,no alternative left but to get backto
our friends by charging through these Indians, Ireparations begun, but
approachi 1g party halted and then commenced to retreat, "This cslmed
the throbbing of our hembts and with a wild cheer we started in hot
pursuit that continu dfor about tso miles,..found we were drivng
into “ains' camp a squadron of Nesmith's battalion of Yregon
volunteers t hat we had mistaken f or Indians and who in turn believed us
to be the enemy...
"...next day resumed our march up vall y, parmllel to the
Yakima. About 1 otclock we saw a large body of Indians on theopposite
side of the river,and the general commanding made up his mind to cross
and attack them, fhe Stream was cold, deep, and swift, still L1 succeeded
in passing my dragoons over safely, but hadhardly got them well on
the op osi' e bank when the Indians swooped down upon us. Dismounti g
my men we roceived the savages with a kéxyx heavy fire which brought
them to a halt with some damage andmo re or less confusion.
"General Ralns now became very much excited and alarmed about me
and endeavored to ford the swift river with his infantry and artillery
but soon had to abandon the at tempt, asthree or four of hkm the poor
fellows were swept off t heir feet and drowned. *“esntime Nesmith came
up with his mounted force, crosseé over, andjoined me.
"lhe Indians now fell back to a high rigge on the crest of which they

marched and counter-marched, threatening to charge down its face. Most
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of them were nake d, and as their persons were painted in gaudy colors
and decorated with strips of red flannel, red blankets and gay war bonnets,
the'r ep pearance presented a scene of picquresque barbarism,..
Ag they numbered about six hundred the chance of whipping them did not
seem overwhelminsly in our fasor , yet Nesmith and I concluded we

would cive them a Righk ligtle fight, provided we could en age them
without going beyond the ridge. But our efforts were in vain , for as we
advanced they resreated , andas we drew back they reappeared a nd renewed
their parade and noisy demonstrations, all the time beating their drums
and yelling lustily. lhey could not be tempted into a flight where we
desired it, however, and as we felt wunequal to any pursuit behond

the ridge without the assistance of the infantry and artillery we smam
recrossed the river and encamped with fgins, It soon became apparent
that the nolsy demonstrations of the Indians were intended only as
a blind to cover the escape of their women and chiidren to a place of
safety in the mountains,

Next morning we took up our march without crossing the river; and as
our route would lad us by the point on the ppposite bank where the Indians
had made their picturesque disrlay t e day before, they at at an early
hour came over to our side, and rqpidly moved ahead of us to some distant
hills, leaving in our pathway some of the more venturesome young
braves,who attempted to retard our advence by o eni g fire at long
range from favorable places where they lay concealed. *his fire did us
1ittle harm, but it had the 8ffect of making our progress 8o slow
t at the patience of every on but Ysneral fains was wel 1 night exhausted.

At 2 o'clock in the afternoon we arrived well upnear the base
of the ranze of hil s, and though it was growing late we still
had time to accomplish something but our ccmmanding officer decided

1t was be t to go into camp and make a systematic attack next morning.

I proposed that he let me charge with my dragoons through the narrow
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canon where the river broke through the range, while the infantry
should charge up the hill and drive the enemy from the top down on the
other side., In this way 1 thought we might possibly catch some of
the fugitives b ut his extreme caution led him to refuse the suggestion, 80
we pltched our tents out of range of desultory fire, but near enough to

observe thelr menacing and tentalizing exhibitions of contempt.

“tn addition to firing occasionally, they called us all sorts of

-~

pad names, made jndecent gestures and aggravated us, SO that between
.5 end 4 o'clock in the afternoon, by an unexplicable concert of action,
and with a seriess breach of discip'ine, & large numer of the men
and many of the officers broke en masse f rom the caup with loud yells
~nd charged the offending savage . Ag soon as this mob got within musk et
shot they opened fire on the Indians, who ran dowm the other face of
the ridgewithout mak ing the slighest resistance. :he hill was readily
taken Dby this unmilitary proceeding and no one was hurt on elither
gide,but as fgins would not permit it to be held, a large bonfire
was lighted on the crest in cels bration of the victory , and then all
nands marched back to cemp gshere they had no sooner arrived and got
settled @own than the Indlans returned to the summit of the ridge,
seemingly to enjoy the fire that had been 80 generously built for their
benefit, and with renewed taunts and gestures cont inued to insult us.
onr camp t hat nizht was stronsly picketed and when we awoke in the
_morning the Lndians still occupied t heir posit on on the hill. “t day
light we advenced against them, two ef or three com anies of '
infantry moving forward todrive them from the summit, while our mailn
column passed through the canyon into the upper Yakima valley
led by the dragooni, #ho were not allowsed to charge into the gorve
as the celerity of such a movement might cause the tactical comb ination

to fail,
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As we passed slowly and cautiously through the canon the indians
ran rapidly away, and when we reached the farther end they had entirely
dis apreared from our front , except one old fellow, whose lame horse
prevented him keeping up with the main body. ,his presented &n
opportunity for galning results wh ch all thought should not be lost
so our guide,an Indlan named ¢ut Mouth John seized upon it, and giving
hot chase soon overtook the poor creature , k¥m whom he speedily killed
without much danger to himself, for the fugitive was armed with only
an old Hudsonis ﬁay flint-lock horse pistol which could not be discharged.
"Cut Mouth John;s engagement began and ended all fighting that took
place on this occasion, andmuch d ' sappointment ardd discontent followed,
Nesmith'!s mounted force and my dragoons being particulary disgusted because
they had not been given a chance. During the remainder of the day
we cautiously followed the retreet inz foe, end late in the evening
went 1 to camp a short dist;nce from iathgr Pandoza's mission, were we
were to await a small column of troops under com:and of “Yaptain
Eaurice Maloney, of the “ourth Infantry, that was to join us from

Steilicoom by way of the *“atchez Pass and from which no tidings

had as yet been received...



Two Puttes buttle

!

(Notes from Perscnal MMemoirs Of P.H, S'eridan, Generanl, 1.8, Aray)

Bheridan, of later Ciyil Var Faﬂe, rec-ived his promotion to a second
J jeutenant in the Fourth Infantry wh - h wa  stationed in Yalifornia

= 2

and Oregon, in Hovember, 1854,

Lotercamilitary academy, suspended u til later for :provokiun
ngsavlt with fellow cadet, rejoined academy in *“ugust, 18562 ar.d
graduated next June, in sane class was Jameé B, McPherson, killed in
the 4#tlanta Yampaimn whé”e comnanding tho Army of the “ennes:es;

John 1. Schofield, who or anded the “rmy of the Ohio; Joshua +, Sill
"k'lled a3 a bhrigadier gene al in the battle of Stone ‘Ever. Yene ral
John B, 1ood (later Confelerate ) a member of the class

Bent to Texas, Fort Duncan in 1©53, till sent xm West to fort
fe ding, efore embarking, stitloned on ”edloe;s island in comiand of
detachment of rr-crnits. Statue of 7iberty 's now located on that
island, Embarked for Coast in July,1855 ordere to “t. Reading and
relieved Joun B, Hood (later “onfe ~rate pgeneral) and assigned to
mounted oscort of T eut Rr.S, Wil lamson charped with duty of making
railroad srrveys connecting “amcramento ‘al® y with Columbia "“iver
e ‘ther through 7/illamette “ally or by valloy of th- Des Lhutes :ver,

Canmned near Fort Vancouver a ¢ at thils time, Oct, 1857 wur broke
out and he was detached from duty wlith exploring narty and
r guired by “aj. Gabriel J. Rsi s, then commanding the district to
join an expedition a-ai st the “akimas,
"The object of the second expedit on was to retrieve this (the Hailer)
disaster,

Compos:d of a small body'of regular troons and a regiment of Uragon
mounted voluntcers under com and of “olonel Jumes W, “Mesmith, whole force
1 nder command of tnias, Yorth infantry (he wrote). but voluntesrs would

not agree to this ap srently from their ¢ mmunicat ons,
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"We started f om the Dallk s October 30, under conditions that were
not conducive to success. fhv season was late for operations;and
worce still, the com and was not in mccord wit h the com anding offirer
becaus of generul belief in h's incomretency.

sse On the second day dut I struck a small body of indians with
ny éetnchﬁeﬂt but was unsble to do them any partliculer in jury beyond
getting possession of s large quntity of the ir winter fooll, which
their hurried dererture c mpelle¢ them to abandon. Th's food consisted
principally of dried salmon--pulverized and packed in saclis made of
grass--dried huckleberrles, and drled camas,.." (Note by Re, possibility
here th's the origin of the story concerning dest ruction of non-
combattant cache end villoge, *ater re ferences will show but slow
nro'ress fi's® few days of march, two or three miles a day only).,
"...0ur object!ve point was Father Pandoza's (Pandozy) Mission
in the Yakima 'alley, 7h c¢ch could bereichedby two dif arent routes, and
thoush celerity of movement was essential, cur com anding officer
'strategicil 1y' acdonted the longer route, and thus the indians had
ample ornortuﬁity.to ne' away wlith their horsges, cattle , women und
children and tho camp ﬁroxérty...
"After the ercounter which . just ncr referred to, the com avd, wh'ch
had halted to learn the re vl s of my chfse, rosumed its march
to and through tte_zli:itnt canyon und nto the lover Yakima "alley
in the dir ction of the Yakima river, L had charge of the head of the
colum a3 it b sged through the canon , andon enterin- thea vulley.
bayond say in.the é.taqoo five or six indien scouts ', whom I ;ressed
very clogel, unt'l after a run of sever:l miles they e sappd across
the Yat ima *“iver,
"eoscalled a halt untll we cou'd discover the di cction talen by
the rincipal body of t e Indians, e soon I rrned they 'ad gone up
'the valley, andlook ng that wav, we discovered a co umn of alk 1%

dust approachine us
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dust a proach’ng us about a mile distant, int rposing between my
1ittle detachment and the point vhere I kneu General Raing éntended
to encenp for the night, After hast’ly consulting with Lidutenant Ldgard
H, vay of the Th' @ u.9, Artillery , who was with me, weboth concluded
that the dust was cwused by a body of ths enemy wh'ch had 8lipped in
bet en us and ~ir main force...,no alternative left but to et baclto

our friends by charging thfourh those Indiens., ' reparations begun, but
enproachi g party halted and then commenced to retreat, "This ¢! 1med
the throbbing of our herbts ané_with a wild cheer we stnrﬁoﬁ in hot
pursuit that contiu dfor about t.o miles,..found we were driv g
into “ains! camy a sqnadron' of Hns-ith's battalion of Yreron
voluntesrs t hat we had mistaken for Indians. and who in turn beliasved us
to be the enemyee.

"...next day resumed our march up vall y, parellel to the
fakima. About 1 otclock we saw a large body of Tndians on theonposite
side of the rlver,and the general com anding made ‘up his mind to cross
and attack them. “he stream was cold, deep, &nd swift, still + succeeded
in pas?‘ﬂg my dragoons ov r safely, but halhardly got them well on
the op bsi 6 bank when tbe indiens s ooped down upon ué. Dismounti ¢
my men we racelvec the savages with a kfixyxr heavy fire which brought
them to a halt with some damage andmo re or less confusion.

"Ganeral Ral ns now became very much excited and alarmed about me
and endoavored to ford the sw:!ft river wilth hLis infantry and artillery
but soon had to abandon the at tempt, asthree or four of kkm the poor
fellows were swent vffﬁgheir feet and drowned., “esntime Teanith came
up with his mounted force, crossed over, andjoite: me.

"fhe Lncdians now fell back to a high rlgge on the crest of which they

marched arid crunter-marched, thnestening to charge down 1ts face, Most
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of tlem we e nakwd, and as tlhe'r persons were painted in gaudy colors
and decorated with strips of red fleannel, red blankets =snd gay war bonnets,
t e r smpocarance nresented o scene of picquresque barbarism,..
“3 they numbered about.six hundred the chince of whipping them did not
geor overwhelmin-ly in our fawor , yet Wesmith and I concluded we

would rive them a Rkght liktle fight, provided we could en sge them
without poing beybnd the ricpe. put our efforts were in vain , for as we
advinced they retrested , andas we drew back they reappeurecd and renewed
thelr pirade and nolisy demonstrations, all the timeé b’ ating their drums
and yelling lustily. *h y cou d not be tempted Into a fight where we
degire ' 1t, however, and as we felt unequal to any pursuit behond
the ridrme without the assistance of the Infantry and urtillery we smax
rocrossed the river and encamped with *“ains, It soon became a narent
thnt the nolsy demonstrations of the Ipdians were intended only as
a blind to covor the escape of their women and chi dren to a plac  of
?éfety in the mountains,

Next morniag we tool up our march without crossing the river; and as
our route would lad us by the point on the ppposite bank where the !nd’ans
had made their plcturesque dis:lay t e day bafore, they at at an esrly
hour came over to onr side, and rqpi y -oved ahead of us to some distant
hills, leaving in our pathway some of the more vonturesome ynung
braves,who attempted to retard our adv:nce by ¢ eni g fire et long
ranpge from favor ble placns where they lay concealed, This fire did us
little harm, but it had the 6ffect of making our progress so slow
t ot the patience of every on bt Yeneral “nins was well night exhansted,

At 2 o'clock in the afternoon w: arrived well upnear the hase
of the rance of hil 8, and though it wes pgrowing late we stil
had time to accomplish s omethinpg but onr\crmwandiwg of ficer denided
it was be t to po Into comp and malio ¢ systematic attack next morninge.

I proposed that he let me charge with my dragoons through the narrow
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canon vwhere the river broke throuzh the range, whdie the infantry
ghould charge up the hill and drive the enemy from the top down on the

other gide. In this way | thought we might‘possibly catch -some of
the fugiti es b nt hls extreme caution led him to refuse the sups o, 80
we pltched our tents ~ut of range of desultory fire, but near enouch to
observe their menaciig and tantalizing exhibltions of contempt,

"In addition to firing occasion' lly, they calle’ nus all sé;ts of

badAnames, made indecent gestures and agecriveted ns, so that between

3 and 4 o'clock in the afternoon, by an unexplicable concert of action,

and with a gserienms bresch of discip ine, a large num er of the men

and many of the offlcers broke en masse { rom the cimp wlith 15ud vells

nd ch .rged the offending savage . x soon as this mob got within musk et
ﬁhot they opened fire on the Indians, who ran downn the othar face of
the:ridrﬁwithout making the sl ighest resistance. ?ho hill was readlly
teken by th's unmilitary proceedin; and no one was hurt on either
side, but as “ains wonld not permit it to be held, a lorge bonfice

was I 'ghted on the crrst 1+ cel bratfion of the victory , and then alfl
hands marched back to camp where ther had no goonear ar_iveﬁ and got
settled @own than the Indians retirned to the summit of the ridge,
seemlagly to edjoi the fira tﬁag'had been so generously bullt for their

benef!t, and with renewed taunts and restures continued to insult na,

O r cemp that n’ "ht was stron- - v plcketed and shen we awoke in the
morning the liodians still occupied their posit on on the hil . #t day
lirht we advancrd aguinst them, two ef or three c¢m arles of

infantry moving forward todrive them from the snmmit, while our main
colhmn passed through the canyon into the u ;ér Yakima valley
led by the dragoong, vho were not allo ed to charge into the gorve
as the celerity of such a movement might cruse the tactical coubination

to fail.
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8 we passed slowly and castiously throush the canon the 4indians
ran rapldly a.ay, and when we euched the farther end they had entirely
disapreared from o'r front , except one old fellow, whose lame horse
provented him keening up with the main body, ,his presented an
opnorfuﬂity for ‘goining resuits w?ich al” thought should net be lost
80 our gulde,an Indian named Gut Mouth John seized upon 1t, aad glving
hot chase soon overtool the poor creature , km whom ' he smeedily killed
without much dunper %to himself, for the fugitive was armed with only
an old Hud§onis ”ay flint-lock horse plstol which could not be dischurged.
"Gyt ﬂouﬁh go«n;s engaperent began and ended all fighting that took
place on this occasion, andmuch 4 sappointment add discontent followed,
Nesmith's mounted force and my dragoons being particulery disrusted bocause
they had not bren given a chunce. During the remainder of the day
we cuutiously followed the retrect in: foe, smd late In the evening
went 1 to camn & short distjnce from tather Fandoza's miss on, vhere we
were to await a small column of trooms under com and of “Yaptain
éaurico Qaloney, of ths fourth Infantry, that was to joln us from
Stellicoom y way'of the “atc%ez Pags and from which no tidings

had as yet bren received...

e





