Before The Dalles Yam is planted firmly, 8,730 feet across the
Columbia “iver in 157, almost unbelievabl?‘things will teke place along
@ 25 mile stretch of the river,

Nature created and then left the foundation work, and now man 1is
re-fashioning it by building the third largest hydroelectric multipurpose
dam In the world. ?o accomplish thls 1t is necessary to build new highways
and rallroads, change towns and compensate those who aré alfected,

Twenty-four miles of Union Pacific “ailway in Oregon must be relocated.

Twenty miles of U.S. Hlghway 30, the Columbia Hiver Highway, also in
| Oregon, must be replaced, And 15 miles of the Spokane, Portland and
VﬂSeattle Railway roadbed in Washington must be changed in this &stounding
undertaking,

“ome of the villages scattered &l ong the river on the "ashington and
Oregon shores will be removed before they are submerged by the 11,000
acre Lake Celilo that The Dalles Dam will create. The best lmown of
these, the oldest and most historic, is the ancilent fishing village
called Celilo.,

Ng one will venture more than a rouch estimate of the amoun®
required to bring about such far-reaching changes, but the dam itself

will cost 350 million dollers,
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Worln com-enced on the dam in the spring of 1952 and will be completed,
if on schedule, in November 1957. Ihis 1atest born young glant In the
new age of Northwest development is located at the head of the 10-year-old
Ponneville Dam slackwater pool, 192 1/2 miles from the Columbia Riveris
Broad mouth and three miles east of ?he Dalles, county seat of "asco
county, Ore. “hen 1t comes into production, turning 1ts output of power
into the Bonneville distribution system tohelp feed electric energy
into areas of short supplies, cities,homes or industrial plants, it will
commence returning benefits figured at the value of 24 million dollars
annually. 4And among the benefits will be its part in lengthening the
long slackwater pool for navigation, penetrating ever deeper into
Oregon, “ashington and ldsho as each dam is completed.,

Bat before the power ster ts flowing into the wmm»gst, energized lines,
and larger ships and longer strings of barges cen move through the locks
and upsﬁream, the wreckage of the 014 Fishing Village, scattered along
the Oregon shore line like so many heaps of bleaching bones, will vanish,

There 1s a twinge of sadness to see the river tamed by these
mighty dams of a new age, and the same feeling to stand alongside
the Columbia ®iver Highway at the Gelilo ¥ishing Village, facing the

falls and the old shacks. Yet you realize it is for the best that the



rickety old shacks will disappear, finally compelling a new and
cleanller way of 1life upon the original dccupants, those who have |
neglected for so long to take advantage of the opportunities of self
improvement. For surely there is no place In the entire United States with
such a conglomeration of such poor homes as the 0ld Village.

Having served 1ts time, 1t will disappear. So will the circular
cataract of plunging, shimmering water cslled Cel1lo Falls.

Also having served its purpose, the Dalles-Celilo Canal, 8 1/2 miles long,
that has enabled limited navl-ation to circumvent the turbulent long
stretch of water from the dam site, will disappear, It wes comﬁieied in
1915 at a cost of $4,840,000, replacing the old ral lway portage iine that
hed helped move freight around the barrier of rouch water since 1863,
Before then there was an o0ld wagon road portage and in the long ago, from
the time freight was first moved up the river in 1811, the long portage
was made on foot,

?he day for the canal to pa s from the éoene will come sometime dn
chgber, 1956, Men will parsde rumbling dump trucks to the basaltic
lipped channel at the Pig “aay, *hey will mmmns up-end the truck beds,

pouring their loads of rock into the strem untll it is clogged. That

willl close the gap in the dam and the restrsined riéer must respond

K



4

with a slow flooding that will cover the fishing places at Celilo
by 1957 and back water up to creat a pool extending upstream to the
confluence of the Columbla and John Day rivers.

Ppeparations for the flooding will commence earlier., Sometime in
0ctober, 1955, = contractorfs crew wlll bezin removing the houses in the old
village. fhat date wa set to allow the fishermen to reap not only their
spring harvest of chinooks, but to dip net during the fell run. The result
will be that the people can hold one more first foods feast in the New
V1llage long house,

By colncidence, the Old Village and the fishing shacks ascross thé river
at old "“ishram and Spearfish, will come to their end on the sesquicentennial
of the historic voyage of Lewis and Clark. The explorers reached that
very sectlion of the river, 150 years ago in C'c’ccbbe:r-,. 1805,

Their Journals tell of reeching the Deschutes River ﬁliéh ;ﬁé Indians .
called the Towahnahiooks,

?heir entry for October 22, 1805, tells of sighting 17 huts at the
place celled Faldb ridge in 1925, fhat was aoross.from Ce1ilo, The rest of

their entry for Vctober 22 snd 23 is taken up with a description of the

falls, which had a pitch of 47 feet. The Indians they called the
Eneeshurs,

On October 24 they p-ssed on down the stretch of rough water and
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and found other Indians, living on the Washington 8hore, called

HBcheloots. “his was the site of later Spedis, W3shram and the present
Spesrfish, The houses were made of wood, sunken into the earth snd were
the first wooden houses the explorers had found since embarking upon their
journey at Fort Mandan, North “akota.

Starting at the dam site and continuing upstream, the present names for
the river landmarks that will be submerged by the flooding are the Big
Edady, Yhe Dalles or Five-Mile Rapids, Len mMile Rapids and Celilo Falls,

The explorers' camp on uctober 25 was just below the old steamboat
landing at The Yalles, across from ¥i11 Creck or Suenett, It was atop a
point of rocks in order to take "gelestilal" readings, Lewis and Clark
found few people living on the Oregon shore, The Indiens told them that
they had reccently been at war with the Snakes and were fearful of retalitory
‘ralds,

The name Great Falls, the Falls or Des Chutes, were given to Celilo
Fal1s by early travelers, *here 1s uncertainlty sbout the name, Uelilo,
gl tho'gh 1t was used as early as 1859, It is said variously to have
oricinated with a small Orezon tribe celled Si-le-lah, and cven bto have
a Yakima linguistic base., The oldest Indians living there now say 1t

is ean English word,
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The Little Narrowe were called the Short Narrows smd Les Petites Llalles

or Little Palles by the voyageurs. roday they are known as the Ten Mile
Rapids, recelving that name from the Corps of Army Engineers because of
their estimated distance from “he DPalles.

G

Yhe Long Yarrows , later called The Yalles add sometimes the “reat Dalles,

are the Five Mile ®apids and were also named by the Engineers,
The present Spearfish was formerly Spedis and is close to the wakem&p

W

mound on the "“ashington shore where the University of ﬂashingtdn is

continuing 1ts second year of excavations, This was the home village of -

the old chief, Colwash, one of the minor ?reamer prophets who folloﬁédtiﬁ.r
the fgith of Smowhala, the Dreamer of Pricét Raplds,

Al exander B«f.).‘sss, who visited that seotién of the river in 1911 wrote
that as many as 3,000 Indians lived along the river during the ssl mon
season, He wrote that the constant residgnts of the place were the
"iyampams®? (eq) and did not exceed 100 persons.

The early explorefs quto that the Wasco Indians, who formerly occupied:
the southern shores of the Columbia at The Dallaa, were c¢c losely related
to the "ishrams eand were the most easterly menbers of the “hinooken
stock, ‘he xakimas and other peoples living to the north and east were
of Shahaptian linguistic stock.

In 1892 the subsequent spearfish was called Tumwater according
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to J.T. Rorlck, & settler. When the SP&S ‘“allwey complet d its line and

established a sidetrack there sbout 1906, it wes named for en old patriarch,
éill Spedis. Celilo was called Upper ‘umwater,

& Poature of the area on the Washington shore, also to be covered by
the rising water, 1s the abundance of petroglyphs and rock paintings or
plctographs. So profuse were these evlidences of a prehistarlc culture that
W.F. Schenck and W*D. S trong, students of athropology at the Univers!ty
of Californianamed the area Petroglyph Canyon. *he most noted of these
carvings was Tsa-gig-la'~lal, or She Who “atches You as Lou Yo By,

Now there are only scattering Indian huts on the Ygshington shore
along that stretch of river,occupied by fishermen who are enrolled on the
Yakima Reservation. But it 1s different across the river at Celilo.

One might think that when the day comes for the 014 Village to go,
the contractor and his he vy equipment will plck up the wobbly houses and
transplant them beyond the wet reach of ?he Dalles pool. “hat that will
not be done. Nor will &x the New Village built on 34 acres south and
across the Columbia River Highway, be enlarged,

logt of the ok® shacks In the O0ld Village are on ﬁrivate land and
are occupied under terms of treaties which gave the people the r ight to

occupy accustomed fishing places.

Villagea are born when some motive draws people to live together,
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founded in t hat manner they mature into small towns which expand and

become cities if surrouwddings are progressive and the 1life is wholdsome,
aalmon, and a cross-roads for trading attracted the original occdpants

to Celilo falls. But as the salmon disappe:red and when trading weas made

easler, first by use of the horse and then the automobile, the @14

fishing Village ceased to grow with the Horthwest.In fact it commenced

to decay.

Now there are frequent squabbles over fish and f ishing stationa in
contrast to anclent times, #nd wherens the old social gatherings were carried
out with a deeply religious significance, there are not so many bellevers
now in the old culture who beseech the Earth Crestor to =ssist them while
theythump out their spiritegiven songs of their forebesrs on hand drﬁmsv
Now the socinl gatherings sometimes tum into brawls, disgusting to
those who have -ot lost their respcet for anclent ways end the Earth
Creator, Yet those who criticlze have done so caut iously , rememberirg that
the wnite men, not the Indlan, first brought liquor to “elilo.

there will be at least 20 femilies now living in the 014 villago,
affected by the change.,

Joel Palmer, whlle superintendent of +ndlan Arrairs for Oregon
lﬁegotiated a treaty with the Tribes of Middle Oregon on June 25, 18556.

It wes ratified four years later and the "arm Springs Raservation was

PRSP S |
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The signatory chiefs represented The Tlgh or Upper Deschutes Band, the
Wigams or Lower Deschutes, the Teninos, John bays, the Dalles Band of
Wascos or “ascopums and the “Yog River Band of Waseos, Dog River being the

orizinal name given the Hood River., #n encestor of “ommy ‘hompson who

has the neme Chief Kuni and lives In the new village, was one of the slgners
of the treaty.

In 1885 J.W. Perit Huntington, superintendent of Indian Affairs
negotliated a treaty with the Warm Springs Gonfaderated bands whereby they
relinquished the®r rights to take fish at accustomed places. Yelilo was
such a place, But many of the siver people refused to be confined to the
reservation and since they were ot warlike,and were employed by early
settlers along the river, they were not confined on the reservatlion. Thnig
was true not only with meny “yampums on the Oregon side but the Skinpahs
who.were one of the 14 tribes making up the Yonfedersted “akima Nation and
who continued to live at Skin or Cradle Board F1ace onxxhxxﬁnlhxnxxﬂx
Zkrxe across from “yam,

In an attempt to remove the eyesore where so manr shabby houses were
built the government undertook a $350,000 reconstruction program at the
81a ¥illage 10 years ago. ?he New Village was bullt but not all of the
peonle could be persuaded to move. The rest clung to the old shacks,

claiming among other thinzs that freshly caught salmon would not dry on
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racks close to the bluff,

Chief Xuni or ?ommy Thompson, born not long & ter the treastles were
negotiated, was a little boy when his father,Jim Kunl dled. He chopped
kindling and did other chores to earn bits of money from the early settlers
and they ealled him Little Chief Tommy Thompson. e was called Chier

Lo-¥Wit years ago by the tribesmen but more recently took his father's name.

:he route of the relocated Columbia River highway 1s close to the burlal
place of his father a few mlles upstream, but willfnot disrupt it,
However Chief Kuni is snxious that no one molest thegrave.
Standing outside his home in the New Village, Chief Kunl pointed

down to the old Wyam village, now overrun wl th the ungeinly shacks and
drying racks. #t the upper end he pointed out the ancient burial place of
the people, Yah-Wah-Tosh, barren and unmarked and destined to be flooded.
Hg thinks it unlikely thaet the dead will be removed to the later-day
burial grounds atop the bluff. The place 1s named You-Wit,

?he 0ld burial grounds were located close to the village until the
people acquired horses, :hat made 1t essier to carry the bodies up the
steep slope of tle bluff,

The chlef's uncle, “tocket-ly, & treaty signer for the “yampums, was

killed in a massacre by the Snake indians, He was buried in the old

graveyard, near where Chief Kuni's father 1s buried at a place called
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Khlow-Woe Khlow-Wee, “hen the first highway was put through, it disturbed
the buriel end the remains were taken to the burying place on the bluff,
the chief expressed the hope that should eny burlals of hils people be

disturbed durinz the reconstruction work, thet the graves not be looted

put that their contents be removed to the high place overlooking the river,
_where they will always be protected. State laws provide heavy penaltles
for disturbing burial places, making no distinection 1f they are those of
red men or white. ?ha graves up and d own the river are known to the people
living at the fishery as gr:ves of their relatlves. And it 1s only because

the people have been patient thet they have not demanded prosecution of
those who diz burlal sltes In search of relics,
?he first man buried in the new graveyard on the bluff was Pe-Yo, &

first cousin of Stocket-ley, the “yampum. ihe last man burled in the old

cemetery , close to the river, was Hanko, whose son was Tock-See-No,

Chief Kuni 1s the last of a family thet always lived dong the Columbia
at the great fishery, yet he holds only a moral right there. He 1s the

leader of perhaps 16 remaining “yampums and other remnant non-treaty
people called the Celilos or ¥Wid-Columbias, The so far undetermined

humber of people who are enrolled on no reservation, 1f negotiat ions are
comnleted, will be pald ¥3,750 each in a manner not yet Rmkmxmkxmd
ascertalned. |

Most of the resid nts of the 01ld Villsge , beirg enrolled upon the

Yakima Heservation, will s here in the compensation for the loss of
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the fishery when thé negotist ions, now under way, are completed or
the sum is determined by lawsult,

?his will not be paid directly to them, but the money will be credited
tothe Ylakime *ribe, = ince the treaty éeqérds the fishery as a tribal
possessione.

Meanwhile the chlef, Tommy ihompson or Kuni, weakening almost
daily now, is living on, determined that he will lead the final
salmon feast next spring, before the fmiix Celilo Falla, the most
historlc place along the stretch of river now being changed, are

drowned out by The Da11es Yem Pool.
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fore e trecty making days century ego, the

last old-dey chief dPdSufiitratiad of the Northwest was burled kmsy todav.

Chief Kuni of the #¥@@ms small tribe of Wyvems or T ower “e“hutes

band of Walla walles rm outlived the promises made by white men@

m%—u—r?—«a-gﬁ-m foomd—reést in hls be loved mother earth on & wind caressed 12?

bluff overlooking the silenced thunder of Celilo Falls. ;

m as “nief 7omny Thompson y #ko Wntil his

adbdaafd0nadodedoeastc Maui—dEys—bersre death last “unday 1. a Hood
S)L“SZ a2 /244\*4 Ao /ﬁa_cf ”ﬁm :
River nursing home

signatured away his richts to

the government.

l”ur'i.a\l - = wes preceded by

a ceremony of lamentation MWWMa ﬁends

and relatives from manv bands and tribes along the Columbia River and

%_m b v,

the intariox)sm or in pairs atood by |a\is bogy in the @yamug:ﬁ::w~ LU'?CWW
SALCH ; i ’ "

Long House) , walked part way™ with him on his last journev.

Hand drummors beat cut the rhythm .of\wg.snsﬁ/reliyions chants m-no one
h' L boarna el }l-a,-vv\,e, (I/\W_b'd-(i&,\

“walked with him,” the full distance, b

%ﬁ_retnm% ) m



The chief was dfiiggd‘in finelyﬁﬁiﬂ?white buckskins, befitting one

ol dey S0 Koo

of h's rnn%r Qhree aaqle feethers, avay‘bollc token of rcvaiﬁz)were
G RN

placed in cne hand.

Shortly after the R&sh fifth layer of the seven dawns heralded by

the sacred bird on the sscred pole standing nesr the long house,

the body of “hief Kuni was Dg@s@f borne to the hilltop cemetery called

You mt./?/’;dt("/v}"'”""'“’ |
aj—dn-l.‘-g
Twénty-five years ago the trip could kavelaeen macde essily b gsg;zzzthsrﬁ

wes—s road from the village _bu Liﬁinégﬁsgzgcyed bathe erqule. Gﬁ;
A s

iz, hwdt, ULu/Lpr U rreag o
reiiresd ne: er restored sccording—topremise: Amd in “older years

\ .\\%biluAagp/ &9~4 'tﬁ% CR [Tass
the burial would have been msfe bedmw the village, at Yah “ah Tosh,ﬂSut

thet grave yard was abandoned when the “elilo ¥alls lock and cenal were
built and wees”obliterzted by The ¥alles “am man crested reservoir now
called Lake Yelilo,
Celilo was no indian néme wk@h/ﬁhéeh»Ghﬁ&f\Kuni,wasfeverﬂfam&iiumu
but ftwas-a&n "one of the early day river boats.,
“hief Kuni was more than a chief by title and ﬁ:}d j

" He was a rrcognized chief because m& he adhered to tb® anclent custom,

of traditionally providf%gyfor his people to the pest of his ability. “nd

he was a leader in a fight wageainst the zovernment {0 preserve
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ost with construction of *he *alles “am,%j;c still he refused to

T ok Q/MW
signatwre away, any leped=sr—morsd® right. " é E =l
(e Aébﬁlﬂm4: Ltﬁ=éﬂi7 C,L“V' é“4k“* s TR

o Ch Lguo ¢A~4h~¢iLd ??3337
8 T gdeessetdst CStocket-ly, who with Iso signed

the *‘reaty with the ‘rihes of “iddle Yrgon, 1855, fof the “yams with
Joel Palmsr, superintehdent of “rmdien Affalrs, Yrcgon Terrtitorv, at The ‘
Dalles,
(o Ao Ao |

Stocket-1yx was@hig P kit r, end was killed by Palute
.raiders into the *“arm Springs Bgservation country, Jim Kuni,' the chief's
father, was an Indian"scout for American troops and waslkilled serving
Lhis country. He was buried m-t. two miles upstream from Celilo gﬁis and
in la‘ter years gtransferred to the hilltop cemetery when the grave was

:‘/77 Aot }91—“3’0[-'-/\4 e
disturbed .
Py ot Inddlg

hg g boy “hief xuni wa $ called Pia aphs{"’rifted Yown- and 1806r <ess

\J9e ez . A& Viersatle
mame Wa Watsee Loft)u-No “corns-ﬁéﬁ:&dhge havrmptRTE—Inito
venerable—a-<o—iremwasmemmdwd La Wot, meaning Always Hungry, and five

yrars ago , £ eling desth was not far off and taking his fumily name, Kuni,

_ he "gave"%eﬁ@t to a suyapo or white friend.

N\



' |

Chief Kunils staunchest friend ad@dbdfiefactionOd@dDdDgo8Odd duriny

h = Az TIght, an 3H0076d to preserve the culture of HTs

e

peovrle anc the old tradition\‘%» the Hood River author, Hartha Ferguson

“cKeown | whom he called “acajawea, and her late husband, “rchie McKeown.

Mr, McKeown took many outstanding photosraphs and Mrs., McKeown wrote

the text -oBedasemta—00d book, Lkinda's Indlan Homej% Andther book,

"ome to the ‘east, authored by“m . McKeown and illustrated by pictures

-

taken by Mr., McKeown was published ¢ZF a week before the chief's death
el il -~
and he had the op ortunity to inspectyand gp(prove&i'x be fore hiodddrddd he

died$ 10.\ ULZ:( = m

he ok unfaltering friendshh&d'(ith the McKeowns thus
% colorful

prevwided—ther—swoomir<the biographe®s of not only
and outstanding -meérEn leader) the - ry, but 06

Yelilo falls and the‘pictureqque fishing villez e 1ife of the Wyams 'and

the'r closely allied tribesmen.

UWQonstantly attentive to “hief Kuni, even after it was

e S e —— e ey
U e

nece: .ary for him to enter) nursing home

t hree yoears

ago, was ﬁ%, Eora, many years his junior.

©he was the daurhter of Jim Cushinway, one of the ){«22 indian “couss

in.the wer against Yeptain Jack in the Mcdoc Lava beds, sndtore the beads
from Cart. “ack's neck whomofid at the time of his capture.
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“hief Kunil entrusted with his\dutf# s of chieftainship and the
care of h1s peoprle in later yeurs and she was instrumentsl in arranging
the “elilo “alls salmon feast%} the oot oasT last =fa=g ‘of the
season and occas’on for gsthering ;;§%%;thueut tribes,

: ~and other gov ent men
Corps of “4rmy Enzinesr officers who came)to negotiate" with Chief Kunl

went away unsccessful but EEEY learned ta respect him (l~*i<11&(‘”~”“ 1?U°*;4“
“enry-Thompson, an enrolled Xakima.is a son and Mrs, ida‘7hompson
Wynookie a daughtér. foth nhave been prominent in continuing the feast
tradit on at Yelilo,
Flora , spesking teptesTy at one of the feasts, would welcome
. §,44%T,h4 ¥
guests!ﬁr°ﬂ~ T ' ;
"Come into our poor home. “elcome. +t doesn't matter your color or creed.
We ar brothers and sisters, Vertainly it 1is a pleasure to know the chlef
has so man— friends."
\ b e sy Speahag /
= Bne wou d interpreW
e ﬁave suffered a lonn timefeyut it 1s a pleasure for me to he here
m1d tove allve. I greet you from d-ep in my heart. *hat js why T have this
gathering,}zren on my death bed. So what little is on the table all we can

afford, lsfor you. "



o8R0 & he would add:

. "Phere shall be no drinking which makes you crazy, “ontrol yourselves.

i

vou m “nt get hurt by an accident , or you m ght 'kill your own brother,

“espect yourself. Respect your brother so you w2ll all be happy when you

et home." | 4 Ay 'W;;‘U%' m 78 ) Sobron—
get h 1t MM ;:Q z i Y 7

‘ ;Ez:gggggexug [Chief Kuni was called chief by those who knew him,

aven t'hough they did not know he was the last of the old chiefs, like
nis friend, Che f Williaﬁm Vvallup, the Yakima f@@dd whose home was GE0D
at “ock Greek ﬁnd c.mé to vis!'t Yhief Kuni at the big gatherings before
he dled several years ago, leaving his son, *homas ¥, Yallup and =53
grandson, 3111 Fudge Yallup to coptinue e tradition, ﬁaﬁﬂi&xﬁtﬁgﬂnﬂ.ﬁm
And “hisf guni le ves also now nis son, and men like J~hn *hiz and
St
many othars, e9R0xAROXAxOR6YOROXERPalXEexOXAXx0XORDxORORex and also
the bird on ltﬁe pole tradit(}on which the “iver Prophet, the Last Prophet,
Smowhala of Priest Rapids, brought from far upstream tH® to the “vams,
the Feo-le of the Echoing “alls which "a e bee: s+a8ae€dd smothered by

*ake (elilo,



