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THE DI.TH OF A CHUWCH IN THE YAKTMA VALLEY

by Elmer Mundy

Tieton is a tewn of 600 pecple, .ut it is situated in an area rich with
the fruit of the Yakima Valley, with at least 2,500 people with nc Laptist
Church,

The seed was sown for a church in Ticten when I visited a family whc had
driven 20 miles tc the church where I was pastcry, They were Baptists frcm
Arkansas who pleaded, "Can't ycu start a missicn in Tietcn. We feel we
could pet cur lost relatives tc attend if services were near them,"

Net lons after that, Ged laid His hand on cur Training Unicn Directer,
Travis Lawrence, and he accepted the call to preach the Gospel, I wanted a
place for him to preach, On Sunday befcre kaster, 1956, we mace plans tc start
a missicn in Tietcn, We rented the I 0 O F Hall, It was ideal for a starting
place., Three families jcined tepether tc fcrm a nucleus, Gcd put his stamp
of apprcval cn their venture, The secend Sunday they had 37 in Sunday Schccl
and saw the salvaticn cf twe Junicr children,

Ras .. has b

Tieton i@ a church spenscred missicne. The money & handled by the spcnscring
church, The members cf the missicn arc members cf the spcnsoring church; and
the leadership of the missicn, & approved by the spensoring church,

We made a gcod beginning, but then the werk dwindled, Many times there
were cnly the three families and whoever they oculd pick up ¢cn the way, and
scmetimes they could nct pick up anys Scm.times they had cnly a prayer meet-
ing instead ¢f a regular preaching service, The cutlcck was very disccuraging,
recple whe had already invested much ¢f themselves had heavy hearts, The
townspecple thought this was just ancther pagsing faney. Then Gcd cpened a
decr. The american Lesmicn offcred te sell their building for the amcunt which
they had in it: $7,000, This is a large twc story building, but nct findshed
cn the inside, Terms were unbelieveably easy--thirty dcllars per month with
the agreement ¢hat $1,000 be paid cn the principal in December, 1957. DBut we
didn't even have the $30. The matter lccked hcpeless and many were against it,
It was brcurht tc a vete at the June business meeting, Scme cf us were pree-
pared to write it ¢ff, Thec facts were presented, A suggesticn was made that
we pray abcut it, Fcllowing t'e seascn cf prayer a secret ballct vote was
taken, Gcd weuld nct let us clese the missicn, For, by a vete cf 22 tc 17 we
brecusht the builuine and ccntinued the missicn, The Sunday Schccl Superin-
tendent then testificd that during prayer he had changed his vcte from ¥no®
to "es", Hcwever, cthers gct up and left the mecting because they thought
such a foolish thing was being dcne,

The wcrk was ccntinued, but cnly on a trial basis, Our plan was tc con-
duct a tw. week Vacapicn Bible Schecl, then held a 2-week devival Meetinz, We
felt that this menth of intensive effcrt wculd jndicéte whether it was possible
to have a Baptist Church in Tietcn,

Throush cur area missicnary, B.E. Hcneycutt, it was o 8sible t¢ have a
student missicn werker, Miss Elizabeth Walker, tc holp in the VeueSe We pushed
back the lumber, berrowed scme chairs and a pcrtable crgan, ~nd had a very
profitable schccl, Then ancther sumner wcrker, Jim Harris, held the wevival
meeting. At night he breught scul stirring messages and Juring the day did
perscnal visitaticn, Geod ercwds attendedy fouidteen members were enlistedy
a Church was bcrne

Up tc that time the pastor and his family were preparing tc leave for
Califcrnia tc attend a Baptist Ccllepes New it secmed that he could nct leave




wle

the young church withcut a paster, He decided to stay cn the field and
attend the Yakima Junior Ccllege. We crdained him in Octcber,

The develcpments in the past fcur months have been miraculcus indeed.
Srother Lawrence has been ;iven employment at a kichfield Service Staticn
and tcld he cculd sot his cwn hours according tc whatever fitted in with schocl
and church, Mrs, Lawrence has found steady employment at a dewntown department
store. Ged has piven geod henlth te them and their twe children, .t the
missicn first plubin; was installed by the Bretherhoed of the sponscring d urch.
Then a pianc was giiven., then pews were male by cne of the Tietcn members,
Mr, Lcn Tcwnsend, a carpenter by trade; he aisc installed the furnace that was
given, Incidentally, the reascn why this scuemcd such an impcssible situation
and undertaking was the heating problem, .ut in the bascment ¢f the building
was fcund encuich brick te build the flve, They now have an adequate heating
plant which ccst less than $50, They are ncw collecting meney tc put in
electricity,

Here is a picture cf a ycung church, They have a building and it is warm,
They have a full prcyram ¢f Sunday Schecl ani Training Unicn using the Standard
of Excellence as their guide. During November they averaged 29 in S.S., and 23
in T,U, AT their Christmas program there was one hundred in attendance. Ten per-
cent of their offering goes into mission work through the cocperative program.

sut what of ihe future? Facing them now is a cold winter with heavy snow
and unemployment, Kacing them alsc is cne-thcusand dollars to be paid next Dec~
ember. The grcup is plernning to organize from » missicn intc a church next
Easter, and then to enter intc the simultaneous revival in May 1957. Already,

fev, Paul Stanley of Halltown, Mo. has been secured to be evangelist.

They want to do more for their pastor, He has been doing the impossible:
suppcrting his family, making good grades in college, nnd pastoring a full time
church, His salary has only been five dollars per Sunday, which has not even
covered his traveling expenses, His own tithe put intc the church treasury has
been more thesalary from the church., This is not right, Yet it is cnly through
preachers (and their wives) whc are willing tc sacrifice in this way that Ged
can start churches in such needy areas,

We feel that God is geing tc bless this church, The work will be slow and
there will be many rcugh places. It takes sc long tc learn church loyalty and
tc accept financial responsibility. We are praying that some outside help can
come tc care for at least half of the one thousand dollars. If such could be the
case, we believe the church could-handle the rest.

Here is a real missicnary field. Here is a place where pecple are lost:
people of wealth, people in poverty, pecple with sbility. The gcing with the
gospel is nct easy, but the going is essential. Iet us pray that in two years
when Travis Lawrence goes cn to Seminary, he may leave behind a church that can
support a pastor cn the field,
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