Names

Valley Towns

Naiming the Town of Almirs., Almira is a new and thriving
town this side of Wilbur on the line of the Central Waskington
railroad. While the location of the roadwas being made Fngineer H.S.
Huson and Attornev James Ashton went along to treat for right of
way and town sites, At tke present Tocation of Almira they found a store
-presidud over by a Nr., David and his attractive wife, Mr, Huson
decided upon the nlace for a station but he could get no concecsions
from Davis, Finally Mrs. Davis was aprroached and enlisted in the cause
of the crmpany's officials and through her efforts of versuasion
the reaquired arrangements were made., When it came to the signing
of the dedd of conveyance , VMrs, Davis wrote in round and handsome
characters, Almirg P. D.vis, Unon glancing at the signature
Mr, Ashton spoke up and said:"Huson, Almira is a pretty name for this
townsite. "By uod, just the tring," answered tre vigorous engin-er
and then and there it was christened,--Yakima Herald, North Yakima,

W,T. Oct. 2%, 1889,



Names

lre postmaster general hac designated "Wash," as thre
abbreviation of the state of Washington. This will be h.rd to bear,
but it was fully understood when the name was zdopted =nd the
situation accernted, If there is no dirty linen exhibited by

our of icials, we can nut un with it--Yakima Herald, October 24, 18R9g,



Names

The scholars of hief Moses' tribe say the Okanikane, now anglosized
into Okanogan, is an Indian name meaning rendezvous, and was annliedlto
Okanogan lake, the source of the river given the same name ,where the
Indians of the various tribes in Washington,British Columbia
and even as far rorthward as Alaska, assemble in potlatch and
secure their supply of fish and game, a custom that still continues,

Ihe name Soovos, applied to a lake in that region means narrows.
The etymology of this word has been corrupted into O Sooyos which
destroys its beauty. Iye 1ake is one of the finest fishing places in
the state,

Ine correct Indian name of Conconully is Sklow Ouliman, whéh
means money hn'e, thus given by the Indians be~ause of the abundant
peaver fourd in that locality in early times, the skins of which brought
them much money. But the same locality, the “onconully
of Okanogan country, has proven to be a money hole for the white race h
the way of the rich gold and silver mines found there,

Yakima is an Indian name meaning a "great succotash garden"
and also aprlied to a tribe of Indians thus named.

Klickitat is an Indian name meaning a cove of salmon, it
also being anplied to a tribe of Indians inhablting the eastern nart
of the state along the Columbia river,

And thus 1t is with all the streams, localities and

objects in the state bearing Irdian names. Ihey are tribal
designationst including Skagit, Snohomish, Snokane, Walla Walla, etc.
wrich have a definite meaning and are euphoneous when proverly

pronounced--Yakima “erald, special edition, June, 0OBS 1890.



Names

Put on the "refix--While the trains do not stop at Yakima city
the mails are delivered and received there by treins instead of nassing
through North Yakima as formerly,

As a result , all mail intended for "orth Yaki a but simnly addressed
Yakima , goes to t%e nld town, resulting in a delay and often much
inconvenience, Publishers and corresvondents from a distance are
requested to bear tris fact in mind and guid themselves accordingly--

Yakima Herald, North Yakima, W.T. August 22, 1FP89,



Indian Names

Meaning of Indian Vames
Since the Outlook has sojourned in the Ckanogan re ion it has,
in its intercourse with the native Americans, lesrned something of the meaning
of various Inqian names anplied to streams, localities, e tc,
"The scholars of Chief Moses' " tribe say that 'Okanikane'!
now anglosized into Okanogan, is an Indian name meaning rendezvous, and was
aprlied to the Okanogan lake, the source of the river given the same name, whe
the Indians or the various tribes in Washington territory, British Columbia
and even as far northward as Alaska, assemble in 'potlatch' and secure their
suprly of fish and game, a custom they still continue,
The name 'Sooyos' , applied to a lake in that region, means narrows.
The etymology of this word has been corrunted into "O Sooyos" which
desfroys its beauty, ‘he lake is one of the finecst fishing nlaces in the
territory.

The correct Indian name of "Conconully" is “Sklow Ouliman" which
means money hole, thas given by the Indians because of the abundant bezver
found in that locality in early times, the skins of which brought them much
mo ey, But the same locality, the Conconnully or Okanog:n country has
proven to be a money ho" e for the whiterace in the way of the rich gold
and silver mines found there,

Yakime is an Indian name .eaning a '"great socatash garden" and also
apnlied to a tribe of Indians thus named,

Klickitat 1s an Indian name, meaning a cove of saimon, it also heing
abplied to a tribe of Indians inhabiting the eastern part of the territory
alon¢ the Columbia river,

And thus it is with all the streams, localities and objects in the ®8nD24
territory bearing Indian name-, 1bev are tribal designations, including
Ccagit, “nohomish, “pokane, Walla Walla, etc. which have definite meanings
©@7éNd@r and are euphoneous when rroperly proncunced

--Yakima Herald, North



Edgar Rock

Edgar Rock is a picturesque and grand precijice of basalt rising
al ost perperdicularly out of the Natcheez. It gaired its name from
Mr. Edgar of Puyallup who crossed the mountairs in the troubled days of
the Indian uprisirg and diecovering war pafties comiWwg towards him
from each way of the trail he lowered himself over the cliff where
the least miscalculaticon or crumbling stone would have sent him
to his death beneath., But his fate was certain if he fell irto the
hards of the warriors and he took the chances and concealed in an
alcove or hole in the cliff which is visible from the other side of the
river he successfully hid himself until the danger was past.

The late col. Cock who ‘new Edgar and to whom every foot of
the Natcheez was familiar always claimed that the rock which bears
Edgar's name was rot his place of concealment but that a precipice mery
much similar in arpearance though nearer to Hargirg Rock was the

historic place. Yakims Herald, August 15, 1895,



Names

‘he state of Washington is nicknamed the Chinook states North
Dakota the Filicker-tail state:; 8outh Dakota the Swinge-cat

state and Morntana the Stubbed-toe state--Yakime Herald , March
19, 1891,



Names-=-Counties..
Washington bdu Jmrnal, pec 27, [g3¢ <
Adans «.in ‘onor of President John Adams, Nov 28, 1883, co.
seat ‘itzville,
#sotin---dian vord meaning L@elged Eel creek from abundance of
cels there, ‘reated Uct 27, 1883, co, seat Asotin ci ty.
Penton: In honor of T omas H.Benton, U.S. Senatar from
Missouri, March 8, 1905, Prosser, capital,
Chelan: Indian ward meaning Deep Water,l@8) March 13, 1899, ‘Yenatches
Columbia--far the great River of the “est, lov 11, 1875,
county seat Yayton.,.
Franklin--In Honor of fenjamianranklin, created v, 28, 1883,
Fasco co seat,
Garfield, named in honor of president James 4, Garfield,
Nov 29, 1881, Pomeroy county seat,
Kittitas ..Indian word meaning “uray gravel b anlc , lov 24, 1883,
Lllensmurg.
Klickitat--Meuning robber, Dec. 20, 1859, Goldendale.,
Spokane --Indian word meaning child of the sun--January 29, 1858,
Spokans .
Stevens--In Honor of lsaac I. Stevens, first governor of “ash
territéry. January 20, 1863, Uolville,
Halla Vialla --Indian word meaning running water, #pril 25, 1854, %alla
valla,
Yaki a-Indian word name of a tribe said tomearl"black'bear.h January

21, 1865, Yakima. (39 counties in all, others omitted.)



Names Propoesed For City Park (Spokesman-Review Nov. 30, 148)

Colville, Wash., Nov, 29-=The city park has been named Yep-Kanum
park and to the older residents the name 1is significant. C. J. Rhode,
park caretaier, suggested the name to the city council last week and
today he related séme of the stary that makes Yep-Kanum a proper name
for the area, ;

In the early 19th century a Father St. Pierre came from the
north with a party of Hudson Bay company traders, Rhode says, and
established a mission and trading post on the Columbia river where
the town of Marcus stands n®ew,.

It was not long after this that he was invited to attend a
celebration of the Colville Indians near the present site of this
northeastern Washington town. An account of Father St. Pierre's
impressions 1s contained in some of his writings:

"The powerful tribe called Kelto-to=-ko-tewis(Colville) Indians
were then at peace with all neighboring tribes and as providence had
been lavish that year in providing rains--plenty of grass for horses,
the hill country abounded in game, the streams teemed with fish, the
Indians were celebrating the bountiful season with feasts, dances,
sports, races, games, the giving of presents and exhibiting the results
of the chase.

"This event they called the 'Yep-Kanum,' (fall festival). No
word in the English language expresses to the whites what this does
to the Indians. I was greatly impresscd by the occasion, the obeauti-
ful setting, the mountains, the Indian villages and apparent wealth
and good feeling of the Indians."

Three=-quarters of a century after Father St. Pierre first
witnessed this celebration, John Louie, a Nez Perce Indian, suggested
in 1?12 to the Colville chamber of commerce that something be done

to revive the historic Yep-Kanum festival. B



For many years thereafter Colvi le celebrated Yep=Kanum ‘in
conjunction with the annual Stevens counby livestock show, Each
fall hundreds of Indlans from a score of é}ibeg Wouldiset up their
‘ teepeé villaées on & plot of ground near the fairgrounds,

With the coming B8f the depression in the 'SOs‘the plan was

abandoned and has not since been revived.



Nemes~-InNdians

Kotarizns forgot today the passage of years and were once again
as small boys in the ir eagerness to listen to the tales of tie
Indians and pione ers as told them by lrs. A.J. Splawn as the ¢ noon
meeting .

Mrs. ®plawn asked for the perpetuatimn of the Indian legends

and higary of the Yakima valley which was the PGHId@"practice
grcund'N for many o the soldiers who later be;ame famous in the
Civil Var,

The legend of the wlley is tha t the Indians came here
in a huge canoe andthat this ,their Nosh's ark, landed a short
distence below Union Gap. "Evidence of fhe canos still remains
in the contour of the hills,

Lewis ami Clark came tothe Yakima vdlleP river with the Nez
Yerce Indians as g: des and 4lexander Ross, a trapper, came in
1814, He is the first writer torefer to the Yakima tribe.

Mrse Splawn gave an ineresting & ccount o the origin of many
of t» ¥mdian place names, saying that Selah means smooth water,
Ngches, swift water, Tieton,roaring river, Antanum, long river
from tle big mountain and Yakiva by the big lake,

“California has comercialized rer old I dian history
Mps, S;ann said. "e hae & rich treasure house of the same kind--"

The Yakima Hepublic, Sept. 24, 1925,



Names

Chelan Falls is the new town started by L. MacLlean and
associates a few months ago , which has made such verv rapid

advancement,

Burnham Huntington, 7after whom the town of Huntington, Oregon
was named and who 1s now register of the U.S. land office at

harney, Oregon, srent a couple of days in the city this week
with bhis wife who is visitin her parents, Mr, and Vrs, David

Guilland--Yakima Herald, June 11, 1891,



Names

Angcortes

Decay of Anacortes--C.F, Smith arrived from Enacortes-Monday and
gives a globmy picture of that one time ®ooming town, Anacortes
was christened after Mrs, Amos Bowman, the wife of the original
townsite pronfietor whose maiden name was Ann Curtis,

Bowman sold $20§080d4 $200,000 worth of vrovnerty and two months 2go
could have closed out worth half a million, He kept reinvesting his
09dPéD8% money however in the same place and is now renorted to be
much embarrassed,

During the later part of February a population of 4,0N0 was
claimed for Anacorte= but ow it wou'd be difficult toscare up

a tenth of that number Herald, May &, 1890,

The census enumerators of Seattle have made returns showing a

population of 43,467 for that city.,May 8 , 1R90,



Names

Yrank L. Wheeler, whose likeness is here reproduced through
the courtesy of fManch and Range is one ofthe most progre:sive ani best
posted fruit growers in the state.

Mr. Wheeler was deservedly honored by the H?rthwest Fruit Yrowers
Association which lately convened in ®pokane. The intelligent and
suBfessful conduct of his extensive farm and orchards near Nnrth
Yakima known far and wide as "Fpruitvale rerders his observations

(o]

weighty and entitled to respect. Yakima “erald, “eb. 9, 1894,



Names
Ellensburgh-Ellensburg

Yakima herald, Oct. 11, 1894, contains noticeable use for first

tine of Ellensburgh spelled ELLENS HIR G,



Names

The name of the postoffice at Oren, Kittitas county, has been
changed to Thorpe--Yakima Herald, March 5, 1801,



Names

Whyaniee is a beautiful yearling, tre nfoperty of Mr, Alexander
and is nearly a thorouhbred, His name is a Yakima word meaning
flying eagle. H was sired by Bob Duff and dammed by Cutting's Wilkes,
Yakima Herald, June 2%, 1891,



Names

Spokane Fal1s

The question is being discussed at Snokane Falls whether, under
the new charter ,the word "Falls" shall be left from the name of
that place or not.

The Spokesman says that as a rule the citizens favor the
abbreviation although a few are violent in the denunciation of the
mes sure.

H.%”,., Fairweather is one of t'e latter. He says Spokane Falls
indicates the nature of the nlace advertises the fact of having
f217s and water nower while the word Sprkane, in the tongue of the
aborigines means a "dirty nosed Indian,"

It is the name given to an epizoodic savage and anvthing but an
8pdpdpadadidnd 863 DRe
apnropriate anrellation for the beavtiful ity of the Falls--
Yakima Herald, “ctober 23, 1890, |



Names

Roga and Umtanum

A west bound freight light engine ran over and killed August
Norman Wednesday in the canyonb etween ROSA and UMTANUM gbout 15

miles above this city--Yakima “erald, May 26, 1898,

The name of tie Stillagdamish post office las besn changed
to Pylvania=--Yakima Herald, June 24, 1898,



Rimrock =Tieton

Sen. Jones. Naming

Though Senator Wesley L. Jones would be proud beyond telling
to have the great Rimrock dam to be officially christened on
Thursday given his name, he will ask Dr. Hubert work, secretary
of the interior, to respect the wishes of the pion:ers:nand
retain the name of Tieton dam.
"Naturally I would appreciate having the dam given my
name, even though it is a common one, but I do not desire to have
the wishes of the pioneers disregarded, Senator Jones said.
Their wishes should come first as they have gacrificed
and suffer d to make the construction of the dam and the
settlement of this great valley possible. They may be few in
numbers but their plea is strong. When I mest Sscretary wnrk
st Pasco tomorrow I shall ask him to keep tie name of the
dam in accordance with the resolu lon passed by the Pioneers
association at its annual meeting.
Some time ago members of the Yakima Realty bogrd recognizing
the great service of Senator Jones in working for e reclamation in
the valley asked that the huge earth fill dam be named the Wesley
L. Jones dam. Several other organizations also facored it but the
piore ers considered that the older name of R,mrock or Tieton
dam should be retained. The first settlers were ready enough
to pay due tribue to Senator Jones for his continued and
successful activity on behalf of the valley but believe
in the general principle of retaining the early anames as
a means of recalling bioneer history--The Yakima

Republic June 30, 1925.





