October 26,1956
Dear friend?im:

Thank you for the very nice letter you wrote ebout our trip to
Tecoma and your very good exprecsion of Indian sentiment, The two who were
with me, join me in extending good luck wishes to you on your project of
studying end zathering material,

‘nere is not a lot of meterial in publication about the vakimas, But
uwnder separate cover I @m mailing you the treaty centennial book, which
T was asked to edit for the ‘akimas asnd b8 which I contrlbuted several
of the chapters, includinaz the history of the treety, the history of
the reservation and other chapters 1like that. I think It will give you
considerable background., It might be 8 little diffieult reading for you,
but ifyou keep 1t & while,snd your i:terest contlinues as 1t is now, you
will enjoy it someday.

he some is true of the book,Drummers end Dresmers, I think your
teacher w!' 1! enjoy it, and I will be writing to her snd the class before
long-~I hsve so verymuch work to do nok that I am home--and as they grow
older-- your clessmatessg--thev too @l 1 enjoy 1t. It is a true story
but not really e story, it is real hilstory thst 1s in the making right
now as the result of things shewn in the book. “nd it 8 the story of
many Indlans in the future, when you will be in collese and seeing how
thevy will be forced to 30 on their own. Of course this will be right for
meny of them, who are entirely capable of doing that, like the Shawaways,
and manyothers,and they shoild not be deprived of their rizhts,

You sho :1d remember there arc two sides of every Question, ‘he Indian
one 18 very complex, So donot reach any oconclusion about a strict yes
or no answer as to the whole thing. Bach csse, csch tribe and each group
Bf peo le have different problems thatrequire different solutions,
aok of all of this is thelr oulture,and that 1s whet you sre interestod
in., Thd history of dmerica is the history of the lpdian peonle,
and you will lesrn that as you continue with your studies,

‘ Thanks agsin for writing and good luck to you,. Write me when you
receive the tre=ty centennial booklet and 1f your teacher does not

heve one, and wishes one, it 1s possible I can locate another and
send tc her,

S 1noerely

Cilck Relander





