war Dent. Letters Reo g, Executive Office Yashington Iy.
Olympia February 23, 1858

_ 2 1/2 o'clock AumM,
Lieut. Col. S1las Casey

Commanding Fort Steilacoom
Oir:

I am just in receipt of a letter by express from the sheriff of
Pierce County informing me that he called upon y-u lsst svening
and requested you to furish him to day with sufficient gusrd to protect
him in the dischage of his duty in the executing of the Indlan Leschl
who is now a prisoner confined at Fort Steilacoom smd condemned to
death,

He further informs me that ycur answer to him was thst 1f you were
formerly requested by some person having sutha 1ty that you misht, or
you might not furnish such guard.

I have therefors respectfully to request that yoa furnish such
guard to George Willisms, the sheriff of Plerce County as shall be
necessary to protect him in the execution of his duty in the hanging
of Leschi.

I am sir, very respcctfully, your obedlent servant
(81gned) Fayette McMullin

1

Governor of Washington *erritory.



Wgr Yept, betters Rec'd. 54-58
2016 A 124 Washington/58 File with 45,Y Washington March 22/58
Hon lssac “tevens in relation to commnication from Col. Casey with
recard to Indian Shief Leschl, submitted by Adjg. ~en. 2inst-which
this is to accompany L 1i5 March 22,1358 Adit., Yenl, Rec. July 19,1858
Wgshington, March 22nd 1858
Hon Jomn . Flegyd,
S8ecretary of War
Washington, D.C.
Sirs
T have examined the letter of Col, Casey of the 23rd
J'nuary in rege~d to the Indian Chlef Leschi ad bes leave, in sallowaace
repart [?]
of an offi ial ZFXmakzxixkmxupakix(very bad writing) which mey be
exnected the next steamer from the next steamer from the governor of
the territory in regard to the interference of certain narties
with the orders of the court directing the exmecution of the said
Leschisto submit briefly the following points misapcrehended by Co1,
Casey.
1-Leschi is under sentence of court for an offense against the laws of
the ferritory, ®x and by the or-snic act, the pardoning power 1s vested
in the governor,
2-Col, Wrizht in an officlal comnunicetion éo the executive of the Tee
rritory in the fall of 1856 stated expressly that he had made no
erran-ement whatever with Leschl and other hostile bodies, guarantying
to them immunity from punishment for thelr evll acts,
3-Leschl in hls trial hed the benefit of able counsel and was tried
for murcer, not for deeds comultted in war,
4-*ne witness on whose testimony Leschi wes coavicted was unimpeached
end umimpecchable and his evidence was strongly contradicted by
J (or G) ¥, Tolmle to whom Lt, Uol. Casey refers.

5-There wz: a most outrageous interfcrence with justice in ...

of the zheriff on a e.. visit One of the officers of the garrison
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this
16 is alleged, acted 88 Gn... ,,,, marshal (?) in xke arrezt (or
event )and the warrant was issued by the sutler at Ful (must be Fort)
Steilacoom in ins capacliy as U.S, comnissiomsr. (very po r writingz)
6-"he whole matter mfikmrmmerds demands investigation. The truth or
falsity of the charge that seversl gentlemen of the sarrison at
Fort Steflacoom ... combined (?)and engeged in the attempt of
a bogus(?) visit to defeat the ... of justice &2d brins thee.... of t he
court Into contempt should be established,
(no action be had in this matter
7T=I will resncetfully sus-est that .,00R0xQA0x0xQA6

280860, till1 the offitial repart 1S rec +.... the state depertment,

I am very r espectfully
Your most (scribble)

Isaac I, Stevens

(The sitnature , r slly the only
plan words in entire letter wh!ich
required 25 minutes to attempt to make out,. ‘hen Stevens looks like

"Hiuns."



War Dept., Letters fecrd 54-58
Sxecutive Office, Olympis Washington Ty,

Anril 23, 1858

Hon John B. Floyd, Secretsry of War
Sire
Hearinz that there is an e¢ffort being made by c ertain parties
in this Ierritory to misrepresent in the city of Washi gton to the
Injury of the courts,bhe juries and myself the fac ts in connection
with the trial and execution of the notoriou: murderer the "Indian
Leschi" 1 reel myself impelled by a sense of public duty to send you a
brief succint statement of the feacts as they occurred.

lst Leschi was first trled st Stellacoom on the 17th day of
“ovemher,1856 before Judge F.A. Chenoweth of the Yistrict Court,Upon
thiis trial the jury disagreed 9 being for conviction emnd 3 for acquittal,

2d-He was again tried at Coveland in the Second Judicial Yistrict
beBore Chief Justice Edward Lander at the larch term in 1857, found
guilty as charged 1n the 1 dictment end there sentenced to be hung at
or nesr Steilacoom in the County of Pierce on the 10th of June, 1857.

334 *he case was tihien taken to t he Supreme court on a writ of error
-and tried at the December term of 1857 where the Judgment of the lower
court was confirmed and it was ordered that he should be hung on the 224
of January, 1858 but which aler was not carried into execcution on accouht
of obstruction of process by certaln persors at the fort smd tom of
Steilacoom for the particulard of which anc¢ the universal indimnation
of the peonle thereat, you are referred to the enclosed copy of the
"Pioneer and Democrat" of January 29, 1858,

4th-Pe“ore the d ay of exccution arrived at the urgent solicitation
of the ccunsel for theprisoner I did what probably no other "executive"
ever has dore by going to “tellacoom snd hearing their (sic )
argument in Leschi's favor without any counsel appesr ing for the

Territory to the end that the pardonins nower of the executive be

exercised 1n bLedAAPAIBHOM1ddd his behalf should sufficient csuse sppesr
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to warrant my 8o doiwg.f3ut upon a careful Investigst ion I found

thet I could not interfere without a gross violation of justice aad
f left the law to take its course.

5th. On the non execution of the law on the 223 of January the
Lerislature (tken in se =!on by a special act called a term of the
Sunreme Court which convened at this plsce on the 4th day of February,
1858 when Leschi was again sentenced and hung in pursuance the reof
on the 19thof that month.

I attended the indignation mectinz at this place not for the p rpose
of partibipatin1 in the proceedin~s of the mectinr- but for the purpose
of satisfying the peopnle of this county that the majority of the
citizens of Pierce county » ere not justly anserable for this failure iIn
the execu'ion of the 'law in the case of Leschi. After the meeting had
been organized Genl. Maxon ( a member of the Council of the ‘erritory)
calied 'pon me to address the meeting but :pon my declinin~ to do so

withdrew
he wikmmszaed his call , but after the meetins had been addressed by

Surveyor Gen1l, Tilton & Y

Mr, Secretary C.H . Mason ir, apt., Jas M, Munt
on a renewal of the call of Yenl. Mexon to have me address the

meetin; beins unanimously adopted I did do soe. It i3 true that I

participated somewhat in the excitement of the ocecasion anl indulpged n
some very strong lenzuare of censure upon “ol, Casey and the officers

of the garrison st Fort “teilacoom but qualified it with the provision

that if what had bren said by those weceeding me suould be true

L had received a letter from the Sheriff of FPierce County marxx

narratin: a conversaion which ®x had occurred bet® n him and $ol. basey

and which I regarded as an officlal com unication. Ycu will see by the

sheriff's letter that Yol. Yasey has thought proper to cast a

grave Iimputation upon the courts, the Jury and the executive of this

Territory (See Sheriff's le ters in Pioneer and Yemocrat enclosed

herewith) I rcgretted the cause of the excitement and still

' reirret it.
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J.%., Bachelder the suttler at Fort “teilacoom and a U.S,

comaissioner 1ssued a warrant on thetest ‘mony of an Incdian for the
arrest of “heriff “illlams on the déy of the execution of Leachl and the
warrant was placed in the ' ands 6f a yoiwmng man named Kautz (a brother
of Lleut #, Rautz of the U,3. Army at Fart Steilacoom) who summoned
Lieut, D. 7. !McKibben to essist him in meking the arrest which he did
and it was thus by the wireworking of me Frank Clark (an at torney
for Teschi) and Jas, ¥, Bachelder end perhaps one or two others that
the laws of the Territory and the ends of justice were deferted.
Bachelder, Glark, McKibbon, “1llisms and Kautz were brought before the
supreme court last February to enswer each and all of them for cont empt
of court and o struction of process, Ihey all nurged themselves
of the charge on oath, “acheld er has since then xemm been removed
by Jud-e Chen~-weth from #idd his of fice of U.S. commissiﬁner and I have
no hesitation in saying that he cught also to be removed from his
position as suttler, *t the lmst term of the District Court both
Bacheldcr and !cKibben were indicted by the Yrand Jury for perjury
growing out of txiaxmetk theil oaths of purzation for coatempt. I regret
to say that there has been a8 bad stete of feeling on the part of Col.
Wpight and Casey and some of éhe army of ficers in this territery
toward Yov. Stevens, the citlzens and the civillauﬁharities
gonerally ever since the late Indian war and it seems as 1f now they
are determined to hunt me down if possible, I herewlth endose two
anono ous sbusive sheets published iIn “teilacoom which report says were
gotten up 1n part by the miiitary officers there, f rom them you cen
draw your own conclus ions as to theilr feelings toward the neople of
this territory and myself in particular, I am decidedly of the

opinion that 1if ycu wish as doubtless you do to see the neople of
this ‘erritory move along qQiletly with a union of feelin: and c-ncert

of action between the militery and the civil asuthor ities that the best
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and only plan will be to send Cols. Wright and Casey and Lleuts.
Kautz,"cKibbon and Seheaf to serve in some other nortion of the unlon/
I féel restranined from #X delicacy and other considerat ions from sayin~
gll that misht be sald on t he subject indeed it is only from a stern
gsense of opublic duty thet I can caonpel myself to call your
ettention to this unfortunate stete of affairs.‘
With sentiments of high reca-d
4+ have the honor to be
Very respectfully
Layfette '1cvullin

Uov, Washinpton ‘erritory.



war Dept, Letters Hec'd 54-58
Qlympia "7, “ay 4, 1858

Dear Sir:
Complying with therequest made in vour nobe of the 30th ulto

* have carefully examined the communication addressed by you to Hon,
Jno B, Floyd secfetfry of War, in which a statement of the facts
connected with the trial and cxecution of the Indian Chief Leschi 1is
made, end will freely zive you my opinion in ré?ard to their correctness,.

wlithout enterins into the minute details of the case, you have given
its true generel history fr m the time it cems beforethe courts in e
very concise manner. You mixk might have added with perfect propriety
that no criminal of any age, sex or color ever had a fairer trial than
Lescni, the investigation was deliverate, impabktiasl and complete, llis

senior council is tre oldest attornew in our &

oerritory and ranks one of
the ablest criminal pleaders on the “acific Coast. His junlor was as active
and energetic as the sequel proved him to be unscrupulous a1 d dishonest. The
former permitted no laches (?) in the investigation end 4id all for
his client that & correct upright attorney could have dme. The latter
took all advan'age offered "y loop-~holes in the 12 w, as that could have
been pructiced by the most artful pettifogrer. But this is the
inference natured 1y drawn from your statement of the case as it
stand upon the record. It is mmeessERy unnecessary for me to add
pne any thiag further then my full endorsement of that statement.
Yours truly
Butler P, Maderson,
fiis excellency
Fayette clullin

Gove of 7. Ty. Olympia W,T.



War Dept. Letters Rec'd. 54-58
Executive 0ffice, Olymnia, “ash, Terry.
May 5th, 1358
Hon Joln B, Floyd
Secretery of War
Sir:
I staxted in my communication to you of April 224
that the Grand Jury had found an indictment agalr st Jas. ¥,Bachelder

Pachelder add

and Lient. D,B, McKibbon for perjury, which wes a mistske,
MeKibhon were indicted by the rcrand jury for obstruction of lawful
process, and “acheld er was glso indlcted for perjury, which crime he
is charged with having comnltted in his sworn answer to the interrogatories
propounded to him when charged with the contempt.
I also stated in regard to the first trial of Leschit hat the Jury
had disggro-d,9 having been for conviction and 3 for acquittal. This
infoarmation I received from a reliable but not en officlal source,
L have the honor also to transmit herewith to you a note frona lir,
Bytler P, Anderson, our "Prosccuting #ttorney( and & brother of
I. Patten Anderson our late delscute to angress) to myself it being an
express ion of his opinion called for by me In regi~d to the ownership
of my letter to you of Anril 224,
Very Respectfully
I have the honor to be truly yours
Lafayette McMullin

Bov. Yash. Territory.
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175.C ¥ort Simcoé ¥W.T, Mey 20, 1358 Blishs ¥, Camp 2nd Lieut
9th Infantry. Acknowledges and accents comnlssion.

Fort Simcoe, #,T,
May 10, 1858
“ips
I have the honor to acknowledge thereceipt of my comnission as 2d
lisutenant 9th regliment of Infantry end sccent the same.
I amn sir, very resrectfulle
Your obdt. servt,
Tlisha . Camp
2nd Lisut 9th infy.
Uolonel Samuel Vooper
44 jutant Genersl U,S8.A.

Washington, D.C.



War Dept. Letters fec'd. 54-58
Simcoe, W.T. 1853 January 30,1858 G19, Garnett R.5. Major 9th Infy
Comdy. Encloses letter dddressed to the adjt. genl. for trensmittal
& post treasurer's statement for the 4 months ending Dec. 31,1857,
Disapwrovcd an¢ respectfully forwarded  Hesdquarters of tk Army
March 27,1858, respectfully forwarded by commd. TcDowell.ﬁespcty.
referred to 'he quartermsster genersl », Cpoper March 28 /58
Fort Simcoe W,7T.
May 20th (Jany 20th ?)1858

Major:

I present herewith a com unlcetion addressed to the edjutent
gemerel of the Aramy for transmittal through your of fice . Also the
posSt ees. Stutement for the foaur months ending Dec., 31,1857,

It shculd have heen forwerded by the last maill,

I am 8ir, very r spectfully

Respt. yur obt. servt,

3

.5, CGarnott

[T

lig jor 9th Infy, comdy post
Maje W, W, ‘lackall
Asst, 2dt. Cenl

“a h., D.C.
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Resp ctfully retumed to the 4dt. Ceneral. Yajor Garnett is wrong

in re-ard to cooking stoves., I enclose a copy of the comwunicstion
oﬁ which the an-ropristion for stoves was nale by Congress-a limitcd
nunber of stoves was authaized for warming the quarters of officers

(o rking)
and soldiers but they wers stoves for wmshing quarters, but for cooking

The quarter masters department has no mesas of furnishing anything
for codkiqg except fuel and camp kettles and no mccount for cooking
8t0VeS can... because there 1s no appropristion to pay for them,
(Name undecipherable looks
like A Jehip )
JRXX
Hay 26/58

Fort Simcoe, W.T.

January 20, 1858
éolonel:

In the last Army ap proriation bill congress epnpropristed

the zzx sum of twenty thousand dollars for the pirchace of stoves
for the quafters of officer: and soldiers of the Army. Ag this provisio
was @approved in peﬁeral terms ,I did not presume that congre @
intenddd to restrict its beneficance in the matter of the use of any
particularllot of stovesbut to extend to the army 81l those comforts
which are c om-only derived from these conveniencesin civil 1ife a the
mesent day.

Under the belief I cauged to be forwarded in Wovember lest a
requisition from the Penity Quartermaster Ceneral servine in this
Depertment for six cooking stove: for the use of the officers stationed
at £t nis post.

In a letter sddressed by him to the A.A Q.M. of this post uhder date

of *Yecember 7, 57, he strtes that "as the quartermaster generd pro-
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hibits the purchase of cooking stoves for any purpose, the slx €alled
for by you for officers quarters can-ot be sent."
I beg leave to say that 1f this decision of the quartermaster

Genersl is permitted to stand, the ect of (ongress will be restircted

in 8 very escentisl degree in 1its object.

It is ot perhaps for me to gestion the authority of the quartermaster
General to make this decision but this comwunic stion is written for the

purpose of requesting t' 2t the wmatter may be subnitted to the Hon,.
Secretrry of ¥War and 1 may receive " is anthority for orderins the purchase
of theo stoves,

I consider then very conduclve to the comfort and convenlence of

the officers of this post aad what the act of congress fully contemplated
they should have,

' I em colonel
‘ery Re:pectfnlly
Your Obdt. ®ervt,
R.8., Garnett
“ajor 9th Infuny. Comdy. Post,

Col., S, Cooper
Adt, Yen. T.S. Army,

washington, D.C,
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“ew York City,Yct. 16, 58

Colonels
.I have the honor to apply for an extension of the leave of

absence granted me by special Order o, 152 from the head quarters
of the Depa tment of the Pzcific untill thesalling of the “slifornia
steamer of May 5, 59

It 1s proper to say that the order sbove granted only authorized me
to apply for an extension of two months, but I have not hesitatecd to ask
for a greaster extension under the conviction that Bgneral Cirarke
would willingly have authorigzed 1t under the circumstances of my case
had he been asked to do so, and for the addltional reason that were
I to start for my post I should be prevented by the snows on the Simcoe

Mountains from mmkim r aching it earller than the end of May.

L remain very r:spectfully
your etce
R,8, Garnett, “aj, gtn Infy,
Yoles L, ‘homas,
Asst, £d3Y. General.

294, 1858, R.S, Garnett, major 8th infy. applies for an extension

of ler e of abs, until iay 5, 1858, ldgs. the Army. Dec., 19, 1858,
Approved by the general in cdiﬁf end respectfﬁlly forward d to t&e ad jutant
general L. Thomas, asst, Adj. “eneral, A-728."ecember 15, 1858, *hat the
leave of absence for 60 days absence recently granted to him by his
department commander may be extended as to authorize him to leave

New York for his ststion (Fort Simcoe W.T s by the steamer of the

5th of ﬁay next, 1is application is approved by the genera& in chief,

Resce. F.D. Townsend, A.G. Office, Dec, 15, 58, Asst, #dt, Yenl.



War Dept. Letters Bec'd. 54-58 Head Quarters Department of Oregon
Fort vVencouver, W.7,,Y%tober 28,1858

Desr Sir:

The general com-anding instructs me to say thet he most cordial ly
approves of y ur propositim to visit the Cosur d'Alene Hission
t1is winter for xhe oonceives the hap lest results from your presence
among the Indian tribes of thet vicinity.

He has directed that every facility be furnished you to enable you
to perform in s afety the inclement and trying journey you are about to
underteke. # copy of his instructions 1s herewith enclosed.

the general desires you to impress upon the Indians you are to
counsel the strong necessity existing for them to live up to the
convictions to which they have so lately subscribed in the tre-tiles
they have made. More especially in the surrender of such persons
as were demanded of them. Two of these persons, Kamiekin & Schloom, it

is reported, have gone among the Flgt Heads, but that circumstance

must not prevent the tribes concerned froa using every endeavor to
obtain possezsicn of them f or the purpose above indicated.

While informing the Indlans the covernmernt is always generous to a
Ballen foe, state to them it is at thé came time determined to protect
1ts citizens in every part of its territory and that they can only
expect to exist by impllcitly obeying the commands they recelve.

The seme troops are permanently stationed in the country who met
them in the field the past summer and these will most assuredly
be pl ced upon their trail in the sprinz, with ims tructions to give no
gquarter,should they again turn a deaf ear to what has been t 0old them,

I am instructed to say you will communicate freely with these
?ead quarters . “he best wishes of the genera%fﬁ%&%dgttend you in

the holy mission of charity to which you have A¥FFEEEE yoursclf in so
generous & mManner. ve@d L am father, most rcapectfully, your etcs

A, Pleasonton,c ptain 2d dragoons,A. k3xxx Asst. Agt, Genl

T, Reverand Father P.J. Desmet, Chaplain etc, Fort Vancouver, W,T.
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Califcrnia

Head Quarters Dept. of
Sen Francisco, Cal, October 29,1858
Sirs
In my report of the 10th inst. I promised to the Depasrtment
my views on the Indian relations of Washinzton and Oregon.
Relleved from the command iIn those territories I hesitated as to
the propriety of speaking further on the sub ject.
After reflection suggested thet 1t was a proper mmm suplement to
to the #.rork lately done and that having been in command for some
time iIn these territor¥e s and for as long a time having had these
affalrs under considerction 1t would néf be a work of superorogation
to state to the Pepartment the g;;;;gg I thought ought to be pursued
and the militery means by which that policy could be male effective,
Some time since I was persuaded t hat the tresties made by
Goverior Stevens s Superin tendent of Indian Affaeirs for those territories,
with the Indian tribes esst of the Cascade Range, should not be
mxfexeed confirmed,

Since the circumstances have changed and «1th them my views.

The Indians made war and were subduedjby the former act they lost
some of thelr claims to consideration smd by the la ter the Government
1s enabled and justified in taking such steps as may give the best
security for the future.

The gold discovered in the north wx%X in the past year will carry
a large emigration along the foot hills of the eastern slope of
the Cascades and not improbably gold will be mined f rom every stream
iss ing from thése mountaing.,

This emigration must graze and cultivate the valleys of these rives
or draw supplies from long distences at grest expense and et time with

great suf feringe.

That the country wi 1l soon be filled with emigrints led on by the
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irresiztable temptation of mining admits of no mmm doubts, and as
little, that the Indians will then be dispossed by force if not by
Treaty.

The pacification now made to be lasting must now be camplete, the
1limits of the Indians should now be drawn not to be again disturbed,

Influenced by these views I decided to urge on the Department the immediate
confirme ion of these treaties or of modification of them, the payment
of the stipuleted price mmie and the opening of the lands to settlrs.

I was prepared to sunuon a council of all the tribes at Viglla walle
in the spring, notifying them that the tribes not sending dels ~ates
would be considered as enemies; when assembldd I intended to make known
to them the views of the Covernment end show them my sufBiclent means
to enforce them.,

The force I proposed to assemble was a regiment of infantry , one
company of artillery and four of Dragoons; this force I propoced ZL,
to assemble at Fort Walla Walla previous to the time of assembling
the Indians and to make it the winter ~arrison of that post.

Had the Indlans pefused compliance with the demand of the Government
I would then have been fully prepared to enforce them.,
If on the other hand they fendered compllance & would have sent one
command
portion of the mpmmmsamt to cover the roads party to Fort Benton and
at the same time to visit the fishing and camas grounds of the Coeur
d'Alene , Okanes and Palouze, another to observe the emigrant
route toFort Hall end relieve v d protect the emigrationy end a third
consisting of the garrisons of the Dalles and Simcoe to skirt the
western bank of the Columbla and the slopes of the cascades as far
north as the 49th parallel.
These means are simple and I believe would be sufficlient ., The march
of the colums would cost nothinz and the mxmm exercise (would be)

~ood for the troops,.
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For this country summer exemwrsions are preferable to advanced posts
They give Xmmgme larger forces at the points requiring eeecs.. and
are better for discipline emd instruction mk and much more economlical,
?he system of small posts necessary on some of our frontiers 1is
here unmixed evil,.(sic)
Wnen, 1f ever a-ain the tribes unite for war smdl 1 posts if even
f-und self sustaining are useful for offense.
On the frontier we must have pace or eRtensive combinations requiring
prompt suppression by a respectable force.

Better means than these proposed may suggest themselves to othersg
these are the result of my reflection, and an these I would have fully
relied for the quilet of the frontler,

I recomiend the establishment of a large post betwren Fort
Laramie s d F'ort WWialla walla for the better protection and relief of
emigrants,

On the route the emigration 13 likely to be lerge and the

-

security should be as perfect as may be.

I am very respectfully
N. ? Clarke
? ? ? 9 (undecipherable)
Lieut. 01, L, Thomas,
Asst. Adjt. eneral USA,
Ha, Qrs., of the Army,
New Yorke



Head “uarters Expedition Against Northern Indiemns
Camp Near Fort Walle Walla %,T, Ogt, 7,1858
Sire

Your communication of the 28th ulto was received yesterday. The
right wing of the 3rd erty. will march far Fort Delles on Saturdey
the 9th end the left wing will follow as soon a8 the transportation can
be provided. The whole battalion will probably reach Fort Vancouver
before the 22 od the month,

I brought to this place sbout thirty men, women amd children
belonging to the Coeur d'Alene, Spokane & Pelouse nations of Indians,
most of them as hostages for the future good conduct of their respective
nations and a few of them were the men wio commenced tle fight with Lt,
chl. Steptoe contrary to the wishes of thelr chiefs--all these people
were perfectly willing to come with me, mad remain as lon7; as we desire,
I have no gprehension of their attemging to escape, end I have not
deemed it necessary to place any of them in close confinement.

The com-anding officer of ths post has been Instructed to supoly them
with camp equipsge as may be absolutely necessary for their comfort, and
also to 1ssue one ration per day to each adult, one half a rationtto each
child,

I should have been hg py to have complied with the w sh of the
general for me to visit the Colville valley during my late expedition
but I could not do so without sacrif c ing more important objects of the

cempaigne-and further, I found that the services of Captain
Kirkham were indispens ble, necessary both as quartermaster and
comnissary beyond the Touchet river, ad after thet he could ot
re turn until the close of the campaign/

Very Respectfully etce
G. Wricht,Col. 9th Infy, Yomdy.

Maj. W.7w, Mackell, Asst. Adjt. “eneral
Head Quarters Dept of the Pacific

Fort Vanecouver, W,T,
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Heaed Quarters YBmpedition Against Vorthern Indians
Cemp on Fort “alla Walls ,w.T.Oo't. 8th,1858
Syrs
During my late expedition agasinst the Horthern Indians my attention
has been specidlly given to the materiel of the army, in order
practically to list its ecovincableness (?) (difficult writing) and
adaptation &n the fileld , The result of my obseérvaticn are
lst-That the rifle of the 9th Infantry is the best arm I have
ever seen in the hends of a foot soldier. It is of ths right length and
welght , snd wéll suited for any (or army) fleld, pxmx particularly
.for the service in which the army is habltually employed. Indim warfare.
Trhe defects noticed in the rifle are only such as can easily be
remedied; the gnide smkk sight and bayonet studs must be more strongly
made; many of them are XEx now broken off---many months since I addressed
& communication through Depatment Head Quarters asking that the 9th
ln"“antry mirht retain their rifles instead of usinzg the mmExx new
rifle-musket end my best officers have confirmed me in the opinion
then expressed,
2d~-The rifle-muskets which were placed in the hands of the battalion
of the 3rd artillery , at the moment of tacing the field, have a long
range and shoot with great accuracy, but they have many defects;
they are ugnecessarily long, they have not a sufficient weight of
metal; the boards are too thicn to admit of their being converted into
rifles without danger of bursting--severel have burst during the
campalign, they are not near as food xx & wespon &s the rifle of the
9th.
3#d-The India Bubber md gutta parche canteens are worthless, very
strongly made tin canteens are the only kind required,
&th- Oreat complent is made of the boets, some of them would ~ot

last & man three deys merch. The leather is bad, the thread 960



War ?ent. Letters Rec'd, 54-58
Fart Simcoe W.T,
May 11, 1859
Sips
I haeve the honor to feport the reduction of the gm rison at this
post by the transfer this day of ¢ mpany ¢ mf 9Oth Infy. and to present
herewith a speciul post return to date,
I am very respectfully
Your obdt servt.
J.Jd. Archer, capt. 9th infy.
comranding
To Golonel s, Cooper,
Adt, Ceneral U.S.A. , Was Ington, D.C,
Regiments, C and I, 9th infy. Azgregate 166, Totd aggregate 266 (266)
Record of events: Company G oth Infantry 2 officers and 74 enlisted
men transferr-d to Fort VYalles » Oregon, 1llth Moy,1859
by speeclal order No., 136 datcd Anril 14,1859, Hdqrs, Dent. of Oreron,



2

Commissioned officers present and accou ted for by name
l-Caxirix Jemes J. Archer, capt, 9th, I
2«-Anthony Hecer, asst., surzesn med, denrt.
3-John 7. Frazer Capt. 9th Y
4-3.8B. S. Alexander, 24 1t, 9th G
5- Charles %z G, Harker (??  ery indistinct) 9th G, Joined
from absent without leave Hay 86,1859,
absent on detached service
1-teorge Vi, Carr, 18t lt.xgxXx 9th I. On recruiting service and rgt,
orders 16 dated Hd 9th Infy. Fort Dalles, 0.7. June 11, 1858,
Left company June 11, 1358,

2=%111l1lam Myers 1lst 1t, 9th ¥, Avsent on detached service,coast survey
and special orders No. 117 Hd, qrs of the Army West Point New York,
Sept, 8,1857, lcft Compmy Oct 22nd, 1857,

3-Philip A, Owen, 1stllieut 8th C , absent on detached service
et Pt, Palles, 0.T.as rgt. ad', since Ja~uary 17,1858,

4-Ellsha ¥, Camp 2nd 1lt. 9th I. Absent on 4 tached dddd@sservice
sent with detachment for company arms,

With ¥mve
l-Robert S. Cernett, liajor, 9. Left Post Oct, 16,1858 on
60 days lesve of absence on specilal order Ho, 152 dated Hc Dept of the
facific Fort Vencouver, ¥,T, “eptember 28th,1858, Leive of
absence extended u til the sailing of the California steamer
from Wew York on the S5th of ¥ay, 1859. Special orders No.
179 dated ¥mw “ar Dept, Adjt. “en. Office,Washington,Dec. 15,
1858,

Post return of fort Simcoe, W.T,.fdrpart of the month of May,1859,
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