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' Nawging

There were fifty different imd=—pt cropsji-_&i#-snd .

G =
velnepangdry from $21lon the lowest>)hay crops%o a high of%1,542 =X

at
for apples. The next hphest—yrige—cre was sweel cherries wiks—sw——xmra=po

wedme——r 11,193 followed by hops, $770; apricots, %559; pears, $546;
potatoes, $443; plums and prunes, $402, onions %581; W

asparagus, 335358) and berries $346,
®x The suyapos of the Yakima Valley honored Kamiskin for his far-

sighted view of irrigation when they gathered mxxFtamdzhsms In Wiley
dRove aw (Row stake T maRik

Grove at the old mission in 1918 M&p&m&ed/&mmﬁ\am&m
diteh

mEEETe e=mttoer, 8 quarter of a mile long:?that fed from leemrwtepe—f

Ahtanum Creek,

== Father Wilbur's letters are replete with references to irrigation.

One, In 1880, is typlcal:

*IwQLUe AQC’f wede dnd ﬁiuo J,u,‘f dQQg
He told how the ditch'was cut, fifty acres of land cleared,eighty broken

x#p to seed (when the cost of cleaxﬁing and breaking ground was ‘f‘7.50 an
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acre ) with Paiute labor and "at the cost of $195 for regular employes."
/v (TF2 e
Temtotame——=my Colonel #1lliam F, Prosser of Yakima ,@ity was notified
Ailch
that a contract for a dE=F==rthe reservation)was unacceptable to the
Uommissioner of Indian #ffairs, Prosser, who h omesteaded the Benton County
seat wkx for which the county was named, was cCEPmd@d~idrd energetic in
early‘#akima Valley irripatim befcre going to Seattle.
i;him:—¥he city of Yakima was unborn when/@lex Reed, secratary of the

Sattas Ditch and Irrigating Company of "alla Walla was notifled by FEmmt

Inilroy that"the only objection made at a council was that a dem would

prevent the salmon run up the Sattas and cut off an important s$ource of

food.f
The ORifiwa’ & o Sompanafively
C?ginancing for the Wapato Project @8 was through VIRSSeE—in furmds—wrteh

§$m all Paymenits |
Nthe iakimas-had recelved from the sale of thelr Wenatshapam fishery that

Kamiakin insisted on reserving at thewr}eaty.

Jay Lynch, agent 1in 1891, was censured by settlers and cattlemen for

contesting the Northern Paciflec, Yakima and K Irrigation Company's
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proposed dam on the ygkima ﬁdver. A% asserted that approprist ing water
bounwdin +he

from streasms th : reservation "would become a serious

question In time..."

Paul Schultze of the Northern Pacific, who 1ike Doty the tresty
Public
secretary later comnitted suicide, czalled musx/;;eting at Yakima Gity and
there again Lynch insisted that the dam would "...seriously interfer with
the rights guaranteed by treaty of 1855 in regard to fishlng... they also
need the water for irrigation."
Lﬁgent Erwin pointed out in an official communication that it was
«
costing the government Qopeiban #3,000 a month to run the reservation

7 i
and pay the forty-two white and other employes. It must be remembered, he

€
wrote, that this 1s gratious on the part of the government for they

fulfilled their Tresty obligations fifteen years ago."

was Semple
He said the answer deauid be Pt T ome—serbencs.

|
Help them irrigate their lands, ?he 1dea of alloting eighty acres of
barren sagebrush and expect them to go upon it and make a living sounds
impossible."
‘ £ 0R
He announced that %5,000 had been placed to his credit bte—he—umeed=—in

bullding irrigating cenals and that the tribe had declded tocut a canal

25 miles long to irrigate 25,000 to 30,000 acres.
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tgy June 6 thirty teams and seventy men were working on the ditch.f?y

September, eight miles had been finished. In 1899 (April 13) water was
."Ivf(j - 0
turned ‘egs!—é the "Erwin Ditch.

[In 1900 the tribe received its first $Stdmuisting encouragement after

long procession of disappointments and in the feace of continuing demands

o

m

new-born towns md nevl y-arrived

settlers, to "open the reservation.ﬂ)

An error in the western boundary was acknowledged which added nearly

294,000 acres to the reservation and for which the Indian commlss loners

offered to purchase for *75,000,“but the Indians refused because they thought

(£

the land, mostly covered with pine timber, was worth more,
ﬁy 1924 irrigation projects had become SO acute that/ﬁgent e
Estep, L.M. Holt, project super Intendent; and William Charley inspected

23 large ditches and many smaller wsnes to work out a policy and submit a

litigation report.

Holt reported that farmers had 907 cwrs, 91 more than the yéar

previous, and that dairy cows increased to 4,012,nearly a thousand more

"due to & drive for more cattle. Hogs dropped from 5,200 to 1,100 but there

- -

were 33,000 head of sheep.

s €.
Ypainage work was commenging, the result of recomnendations of Dr.
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Liwood Mead.

“rops on the Yakima Project then were valued at ¥8,247,000, RAD@68ES

led by potatoes accounting for 71,820 tons that returned three million

dollars on the basiscﬁ‘gﬂo a ton. ®pples,of which there were 1,150,000
boxes , broughtj?1,400,000.

And that had#¥been the story sincg)wtth development of projects and
Ldyawcemen T

danrexicwereout of reclamation and soll conservetion practices with Increasing

intensity. Sti11,

much of the land was leased and the people were still
ufitize ,
learningfslowlxzhow t;ﬁczgtiaé,the reservct ion s resources,

b [eaving Theie
But other things Besides irrigation hagd” transplred
Tf:es'e ConCeprived

impact. Mate~Nnwolved the Earth that was so Important to the'z}e ty chlefs
N

s . ' when they bhouzht of the people yet to be born.,

AR 2t Comment ot with The, The peapln

o ?Ea(’ilotment Act of E%bruary 8,1887 jlarried i tiepsople =Haex were
) 7 _# NPT ATE &

P
reluctant to accept allotments, believing that the government would turn

them lose but a majority finally agreedto accept land "staked out' Por—thew

and 305 al lotments were issued in 1891

“peclal #llotting Agent John K. Rankin reached the reservation in

1892, prepared to allot about 112,000 acres under the new law which gave
- §

80 acres to every man, woman and child, or about one -seventh of the

émguufuvz' 7o )
reservat?gﬁhab

one-~-hal f the arable lands.,
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ﬁ%J%hxpﬁ4mmh¢ﬁmuaé%e hundred homesteads were teken up in Klickitat

County and forty patents vere issued to those living apart from the
roservation
?he tmst period under the allotment act was fixed at twenty-five
vears with the President having power to extend the time,
Then another complication arose, ﬁy 1902 cases calling for determination
of heirs were 1! the Indian office.
Neng
it was assumed that stste courts had jurisdiction, but maineisfieddon
was made, Un May 8,1906, an act wes passed giving Exxexmey authority to
determine heirs to the Secretary of the Interior.'?%is created a peculiar
situation, mgging the.gécretary counsel for both plaintiff and defendant
as well as judge upon the bench.
In all lands granted under the Allotment Act the government holds
the fee untll the restricted period is ended. “hen the final patent 1s
I1ssued the‘fee of the land is tHeweby extinguished in the pgovernment and
e oakatthamaer the purchaser acquires = a perfect or unburdened title.
fyy 1905 there were 2,484 allotments and practically all of the land
GEodhdd®> considered fit for irrigation had been taken. Dry $agebrush
lands were being 2staked out: although it was not known holV irrigation

water could ever be obtained,
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That el [S5su ed
4hemauwere 379 leases covering 28,559 acres -msde—timt—eas to non-
Indlen operators. Improved land leased from two to flve dollars an acre,
unimnroved lands for terms of five years from 50 cents to & dollar an
e
It was apparent the trend of public thinking, even in those days, was

toward private ownership.,

Gwel I \wh(w )
By the end of 1911 there were 3,160 a11otm;17£jt_ir1/914hthé rolls

44, 000 )
were closed #w¥@ 4,506 individuals had been granted acres. Those born

since then are without original assignments and if thev own lsmd, 1t is
inherited.
PRI oR to
Even before then good land was scarce, Those who entered a claim\zﬁs
acazww/&/
1908 were receiving marginal plots or grazing land ang\Ebniiﬁﬁii timber,
/ﬁ~provision which allowed Indians to request patents pleced them upon
the same footing as non-Indians, the ir lands were subject to taxetion
and they were free to dispose of them, The fullblood Yakiwas did not lock
with favor on this trend.
Land sales became frequent by 1911 and 290 had been made covering
most of the patents which had been 1ssued layp—taat~iime.,

The lends were for the most part valuable irricated land and brought

prices renging from a few dollars to'gHSO an acre, compared with a

"
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Gentennial ‘?(ear value of @350,
Cadited-
F"‘unds from the sales were to the individual's sccount and held

in trust by the Bepartment., <
_/

0D=1ring: early years strict control wss maintained over funds, especielly
those for lands. Since 1951 , however, individual Indian moneysfmay be

OWWRRE
wilthdrawn upon reguest of the Iimdtwidwwl unless he 1is aﬁ{minor or em (S

R @fl’éaw Jand pwienrship Charges,

coRRecf (vC
@efore tesdaodadao action was taken by Congress)) e 90,000 acres had

been allenlated foRadedd~and—tmterets and 26,953 acres were conveyed in public
land patents to white ownership.

The climax ceme in 1917 , at a time that the administration had %
authority to declare whole blocks or groups of Indians competent without
Individual apnlications and proceeded to bestow fee patents upon them.

T e ?a!(i“mas
Wﬁ the caese wss broight before the Supreme Court,
?rhe decislon was that the Secretary of the Interior had exceeded his
authority in waiving the twenty-five year stipulation of the Dawes #ct

and that those who had been reguired to pay property tax should be

Aond Ship 5 12 Seuenai- Leun?”les‘
}‘fo ©ombat the heirship status Congressmen Hel Holmes , at the

request of the tribe, irt roduced a bill M-ﬁ- 1t possible for the
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tribe to purchase fractionated heirship tracts from Individuals end

7he

fezell them to other Indlans.
2% (tribal budget for the 1956 fiscel y=E=r provided soExpemeitiEe

) this Purpose
£ $150,000 for scguieiss—such—tmmc,

A General Council, elected by majority vote, is the tribe's governing

body. 1t meets at least twice a year,or =fem®r upon proper notice.

hvery member has the risght to fLtobamd=med participate R Lo

and may initiate measures of Importance to the tr%fjfjriiiiﬁt&an

{fach has the right of free expressioﬁjoﬁag;ﬁﬁinag and debate is

unrestrained. Any member, over 18, 1s entitled to vote, and a majority
determines the issue. No more democratic meeting can be found anywheres
The General Councll's origin is anclent. Originally the people were

called together by the chiefs to decide vital issues;)

Igt was in pre-Treaty days that the chiefs,wBfte confronted by the
westward migration met and decided what should be done.
The Yakima Tribal Council is the business #mex comnittee of the tribe
and is composdd of fourteen members, representing the original Treaty
G 3 -
tribes. Members of that body are elected at “eneral gouncll -sesh=hame
Poser to transact all tribal business, excepting th&t expressly reserved ,

was dele gated to the Tribal Youncil in 1944, Meetings are held the



34

foipat "‘fuasday of each month.,.
‘he Yakima Tribe has 1ts own code of laws regulating conduct between
its own members on the reservation; and ten major crimes are handled

by the ﬁ'epmrtment of Justice through the Federal Courts.

recard oF
A]_lotment rolls ,made in the 1880's and 1900's were the only weisimmes

arose

members for many years and the mmn need}f’or an up-to-date roll.(tss

tmmraesX, In 1945 the General Councll voted to seek Congressional action

that would include members living not only on the reservation but also those

rainguished OR Cedael aReq,
who held public domaln allotments within the eeded—swmen , AEASGENENETOT

Legislation rmmpksdsmuertt in accordance with the wishes ef—dreeseiememss]
Comnztt was introduced in H.R. 6165, 79th “Yongress, 2d Sessi on, by
@_ongressman Holmes,

’fhe Council had established a minimum degree of blood requisite for
enrollment at one-fourth or more of the blood of the ¥ fourteen tribes
constit uting the Yakima Nation. The bill, enacted August 9,1945,
represented the ma jority.,A tribal commlttee was created to see that mﬁ”

§  were Screewed
apnlicat ion waimget thoroughly ianesdsdesssesd before belng presented for
Department aporoval.

The past 10 years have brought about & gradual change in the poliey

of the Indian Bureau. Hestrictions have been relaxed, leaving many major
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decisions to the tribe. 5imultaneously the Bureau has been bransferring
services to the State and(?ounty.q?his Includes educatién, welfare,
Azpiant tungxlpsenminn Agricultural-Extension, some of the roads program
and cooperative assistance from the highway patrol, county sheriff's

office and juvenile authorities.:)

Iﬁ;alth activities will be transferred tskhe Federal Buresu of Public
Health on July 1,1955, —

Federal aporopriations have gradually diminished. $upported sctivities
now include'administration, roads, soll and moisture, conservation,
arazing, dental office, forestry and part of law and order. An examiner of
Inheritance was provided by the Solicitor's Office to eliminate the backlog
of dmmswkdIs® unsettled estates.

Ty maintain services formerly furnished the public by the Bureau, the
tribe has taken over financling of land, leasing and Indian money, financed
as a fee collection system; and credit, financed by interest collected.
The tribe also assists in forestry, fire control, law and order, road
construction and maintenaﬁce.

‘he policy of Congress and the Vepartment of the Interior is gradually
forecing I;dians to assume more responsibility 15 handling their owﬁ

affairs,
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Uyties of the Tribal Council are rapldly increasing. Future programs

for the benefit of the $ribe as a whole, without regard to personsal

desires, are plannedScmstantly Programs are under way to b enefit the
landless, school age, delinquent, orphans end unfortunates,

Cooperation with Byreau officials is very good although a2 =mm3® minority

group, composed chiefly of those who have little Yakima blood, persists in

~
: ~3"_try1ng to divide the tribe and descredit activities of the Bureau.

N

7’
N

) " . vatues “t'
hile the Yakimas contlnue to amend themselves to new . euemwepme:d

the same time they help perpetuate the old ways by coopersasting with

-
; »
their neighbors at such activities as theToppenish “ourth of July Rodeo EJS
\
PowdWow. This has grown to be & traditionally national ly-known attractionm \
A\
als the ijf -
because of its Indian village,Aparade and participants their tribal %
costumes and Indian ponies., !\@
_ ;\3\
Indiwidual Takimas have also added ww@x Indian atmosphere to the \:
SN
3. &

NaniKin |
ﬁllensburg f{‘odeo, another } western program presented esch

¢ cda

Somé

L:abor- Yayy cedmancnpsomtssemsslse participate in pageants and other ~o
Such as The CenfRal (washivstor Fdir, ’ Y% !
celebratiomﬂwe as individuals or groups. e

LT:e "prend old man" of the Foppenish Pow=Wow is Chief Jobe Charley,
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Jim Looney m®® of the Wnite Swan Long House waﬁ/chcs en later to serve with

him and in 1954 Eagle Seolatsee was simlliarly honored.

be

To somsemye gueen or princess of the Pow-Wow and other functions

R . hi!“_?&.
~ 1s an honorpcoveted by Yakima maidens, noted for their besauty,

A Yakima girl, Arlene Josephine Wesley, won the honor as liss Indien

"% America I in 1953 at Sheridan, Yyoming, American Indian Pays, over

Y D~

contestants from twenty-five other Western and Plains tribes.

Such, other

‘n e wayspthan adapting themselves to new needs, the Vakimas are

moRe ove
proving themselves good neighbors, they are learning how to utilize

the esrth's resources,

&
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OLD DAYS AND THE PRESENT '7QWF)7 A
g
By Alex “aluskin -

— nbeFore ;
Long long ago, the mythic hero Speeiyl or LPoyote prepared
y / \ 7gLes Ghoul Speely(,
~the country for the Indianstiﬁilnlni-i:y\wer@ perpetuated 1n YoEeaEs TaLG

s

' ;i‘ - 7 < OF h"g Peeples . Buf muc [ateRr

“lgguz Grandfather Storiesys Dut—dm Jevsrym=mas(there was another way that
N - , ;

By oL L URR
bits of history about ell!ﬁ%ﬂé%!!!!l recorded.

The ==& people kept a supply'of hemp weed called tahos.

’ ( ~bés+cwg,
They used it to make baskets in whith to gather Cre:tor-s roots

and berries and to store dried salmon, It was used to weave: rye grass

or tules for summer homes and was made into rope ite—t=t®» to snare

small game.,

So let me explain a custom of tke young daughter when she was married

off and left her mother and fa?ffiv PoLngioehar own_we 0 A1l ou

P e

(;;;‘;;; trained by her parents or by the leaders of the tribe to do
many things.

.She collected everything for a home. §he cut the wild hemp in the fall and

i

stalks
striped the tough fiber from the s&3ks. From this she made twine to

stitched JShe [Raimewenk OF the lodyge .
help weave the mats that wer;\ﬁntdnygrgggzg;gggg:gagaﬁﬂn i Fh g drew

new from the Earth each season jnan es.eke srei.

NLooF
The lodge was built with thﬁﬁslope Fexheoroed so steep that rain

water could not penetrate nor could snow remain to weich it down

e



’

2

She worked many dags and her frlends helped. Final ly everythlng was

finished.Wood was collected and cooking utensils were handed down to

the couple, either from the bridels—er—theweidegroomts famlly, o/ /.{0 breide
OR bmdc?ﬂaamh |

And as a final use for the string, th7§oung wife used it to tie her
history or dairy. To do that she marked her first cow tship. She made a
mark or knot for her marriage.'?here would also be a knot tied each day
for the first ghnday, the first month,and the firstyaex year. It was her

unwritten lkokxkmesx diary for that first year, her second year; when her

father died,or her mother died., Each year the story was tled into the ball

of hemp.

' W . W
'fhe first year the ball, which was called Al ngﬂg /Mét-—COunting

the Days or Counting Palendar--was small, but the story after she grew to

Go go :
be gtxty or etgmty years old was sod@gddn sometimes divided Into twenty-

i
year g&n&iﬁ&m because it was too large to handle,

=
mirstd

4
d

-~

S ¥ v
Pl o

My grandmother kept a Counting the Pays ball until she became
totally blind.
She could pick up one of her lifetime histories and tell us that & Cerfain
2 knot she paitsd owt was the time she was married to my grandfathergzat

8 very young age.

Kmoﬁ

Many. horses and tribal goods exchanges handéjhhzuhg the =

B= told her, becsuse Saluskin's parents were well -to-do, and were always
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careful to whom their children married, They never married their children
to close relatlves like first, second, third or on down to sixth couain,
LdetfR ()
Another knot on the hemp strin%/she told us, was when iwﬁé were brought

to the Valley after staying in the Moses Lake area for five years.hfé

whew .
left Shtanum whoEze my father told my mother that the white men--they

called them Pushsan--were coming up the blg river, bringing many guns to
k11l all the people, He sald they had to 1@@&9/thn,4béﬂcy;and move to the

plains where the soldiers would not bother to look for them.

Yne chief would tell them to stay, that they were not going to permit

the Blug¢ Couts,
the soldierqito come into the Valley, but father told them to prepare to

leave and to take what things they could carry.

-

_hidden
Une time they were told to leave at night and‘;€Z§§EG;;ng the daye.

Ihey crossed the Y&cimaf@ieer above the place now called Tmion Gap,

travelling
fpwysExEd alon~ the plains where a highway now leads to Hanford |,

smalf
Some had horses which were ridden by the old ones and\}iit¥; ones, Most
Carefred

of them walked and peckerdt thelr food. Some made little pack saddles and
used dogs, so every means was used. They didn't want trouble.
It was in the year 1855-# 1856 when the soldiers came into the Valley

and there was a battle at Tnion Gap, Pah Hu Ta Quit (Gap in the Mountainq}

At that time

most of the people moved out.
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My grandmother ,ldishkie, would s~y her fathdr told her because her

o
<
: o
father was in thefﬂgr at Union Gap, §
ol
o that is the story of the insipgnificant hemp weed whéch was used v
o
5 wWhew =

In so many ways. “ut Bhersed~thidng i #ked grandmother died and her
=
= =
Younting Days ball died with her. #nd the hemp string history is buried o

: o ¥
I L5 maw 4 %}auciﬁnﬂfﬂﬂs amd m“’g Couw a_
at Ahtanum Cemetery with her, i

Cowiche, Faoﬂog PlLace @

Chief Saluskin and his femily lived at Cowiche ( 'Qui Wye Ches)
(AN drew 9 puddson S"r)’LAW’fJ),I

which means footlog. It was near the place where Jack *plawn)lived. The

chief's great grandparents also lived there,

My mother's grandfather lived atﬁ*ach@s. My mother's grandfather
(A PLACE oF The (usT),

. My mother's father was a Lake Chelan or

- People)
Chelanpum (Long “nk§§*

, the wealthy chief Timentwa who owned many racex horses

lived at Nanum

and cattle.

Chief Saluskin's oldest son, George Saluskin, went to boarding school
at “ort ®imcoe in 1883, finished and worked for the agency two years.

Mother Louise Timentwa sttended the “Yatholie Academy in Yakima with

many local citizenm who In later days develdped the ‘alley and its [

wing 14 dasg

> —

industries. & B
\ e w S5 <€
N | o = J
" , : N
. Yather farmed with “hief Yme¥wxXm® and moved to Wapato in 1908 where X
~ |
: 'he diled

< e e

s
in 1911, leaving three sons, Joe, myself and David and Vivian, 'Qgi/f
|
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our sister, I am the only one of those living.

one ‘
‘here is #® story about Chief Saluskin applying for & homestead

at his old home at Uowiche in the early 1880's, He never wanted to leave
his home land but had all his children d lotted on the reserflation. His

iInkerest in his people was stronger than to make personal gains,

LUGMf'

From 1907 to 1917 he + to the nation's apitol to present the

=

cause of his people whom he loved. He worked for his people and used his
own funds. He died at Parker where he lived on his wife's place, Wayatooyii.
(Wouh, Burwed OURR Timbek)
His son, Noah*gamesj?aluskiﬁ),by heriditary law became chief until
he died, “eptember 12,1936, His brother declined to become chief but the
Council of the Pipes led by Jobe Charley persuaded him to accept. He wanted

me to take over the leasdership. Reluctantly he became one of the fourteen

chiefs until his death in 1938, )

Traditionally I would be in line to be chief.,

e

<?;;;ce 1916 I have served as advlser and interpreter for a1 of the old

councilmen,
“he wisdom of the old councilmen 1s never to be forgotten.'They feared
that some day the new generation would sell the very lands which the

0ld warrlors sre—pwtmmsty died for in wars with the‘iérritorial QGIunteers.





