Dr. G.B. Kuykendall, mscpt.
soclal “menities (at Fort Simcoe) (At fort 1872-1882)

Yhen we went to Fort Simcoe we felt as if we mad got ten
almost outside of the world. “oldendale was the nearest town be tween
up and the Dalles, it was 45 miles away and ther s were high mountains
Impassable 8DQ in winter time between.Yalkima City was then the only town
in thé Yakima ¥alley, it was called at that t ime “Stomach Pitters.
owing to the prevalence of whisky drinking. X¥llensburg was a nameﬁ
situate d amid sage brush and sand dunes » abot the most desert looking
place outside the center of the desert of Sahara, was 80 miles away and
Walla Walla was 110, ‘here were but few settlem in all tha wide range
of country. It was distinctly aml decidedly an Indian country, that ,
that many said should have been left in the hands of the Indians, as
it wou d never be anything anyhow, j‘here were here and there scattering
over the country a rancher or cattle mise » living in lonliness,
rais ing stock, :he mrest railroad to us was at Portland, save the little

Portage road at the Cascades,

:'here were broad stretches of sage and no timber exeept 8light fringes
of cottonwood and willow along the s treams, or in the mounta ns where
there was fir and pine. ‘his was the general clarcter of the country,
all up and down the Yakima valley, and up the Columbia to the Priests

Rapids and beyond.

Yhen we stopped to thinkof it, we were or seemed to be, clear outside
tle pale of civilization and some times we wondered whether we should
éver ge t out into the "white settlements again.

We found however, a ve;y Intelligent refined , social lot of
people at the fart,who had ®en selected,all of tHem, foar their
effigence and morals and w ith reference to their influence as instructors

and Missionar ies, We were bound to -ether by the ties of a mutual

effort all in one dimction, for ome object. A1l of 8 were away from home,
all in a new and stran;e land, whatever dargers ar vici situdes came to



oneé happened to all,
We naturally became very well acquainted, very friendly. I
do not remembsr of any persordl quarrels or dff'iculties during the
time we were there, ten years. ‘here was a remarksble freedom from fri ction
and we were a model little c ommunity. We found it easy to firaternize
and ® social. 9yong the lot there were quite a number of good singers
and some who played on indg ruments jand mot were fond of sing ing.

There were no temptatioms to 8 pend money foolishly,and but surprising
few amusements aside from what we could g& up ourselves,and it aurprising
t60d468 how many amusements peo le placed in such circumstances can
iwent. “e had many evenings of music, singing veing a fawvorite pastime
that helped make the time go, and gave pleasure,

Oyr agent, Mr. Wilbur was a large hearted, genial man and while he

was a strict disciplianrian, he was at t he samse time a man of
marked geniality, and m& with us at the social atherings, aml often
threw open his own house for such meetings and entered into the pleasures
of the evening with as much sest as any of those present. He was a good
conversationalist and the many operations being carried on a the mills,
farms, shops and in the schools, and back in the timber south of the
fort and the work in the gardens, brought all int o congct with a
great many Indians, in the agency employ, and this caused many amusing
and Interestingthings to happen, and there was sure tobe an account of
khmex these when we got together{ in the social gather ings. That some
of the experiences wem o & very amusing chmracter, mmy wll be
imgined,

Not infrequently some orm® or two of the bett®r educated o the

Indians with t heir wives were invited to be pre ent for the aim was

to get the Indians used to polite society as much as possible, With

all of our monotony there was a good deal of variety, and often spicy
Onristy.
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On “unday there was always Sunday school and church to attend,

ard all were encouraged togo and every one could have a chance to take
some parte. We found there was no placs for idleness and no excuse
for behg lonesome or of sufferiy franenui. There was work or employment
for all, and all thetime. ‘he Sunday school was a good field for almobt
any employe. In teaching the Ind ians, striking and novel methhods had
to be 0888 introducsd, in arder to rivet attention, armd also to makse
the irmgruction plain and easy to comprehende.

Most of the employe s made it a practice to go to church gmd Synday
school ard did what they could to help make 1t a success,

'_Lhe Ind ian children were par ticularly fond of sirg ing and took great
delight in 1it, :hey s ange with more freedom and wi h less restraint
ard embarrassment than do the wli tes,and were ramarkably quick to
catch tunes., Every day almost, we heard tiny little indian tots, boys
and glrls singing to themselves the songs they had learred inschool and
Sunday school, ‘heir peoyule fitted Indian words tomany of the church
and Sunday school tunes, and it was really interesting to hear the
Ihdians sin g these songs in 88 their nat iw Ilanguage. It feel my lot
to draw char ts and picutures to illustrate tlwlessons amd to glve talks
gbout them, Not only the ch ildren, but the older Indians were greatly
I terested in these, or while a chart coDB8d cold be explained tot hem,
and in this e..w ile these Indians codd not read, they could understand
a pilcture and a chart cald be explained t them,and in this way we
succeeded in comv eying to them a great many lessons , and this made
them more frienmily to the work of @fiEl@ instructiion of the childrens

Yuring the summer time, the employes at the post helped to keep up
twé Sunday schools, me at the "mool mool as the Indians called the
fort and the ®twire church. The Rkk Stwi;e church was about 6 miles
away,where the towm o White Swan now is. ‘he School at the Fort was
@0 at 10 o'clock in the morning,and that at the Ptwire church was

held in the af ternoon, at two o'clock,. lhere were nearly always a lot
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of horses and mules at the agncy barns,and these were at the service
of any and all who wanted to go to the churches or to bunda\y school,
When the weater was fine, whichwas most of the year, it was a fine
outing to hitch up a team and driw to one & the churches, Ij"'here
was always sanething animating in the going, for often tlrre several
wagons or macks, ard one was sure tomet or pas s & lot of Indians on
the road (sic) Of twn we would fl In with Indan people who would have some
in teresting news to tell about wvhatwas happening or had happened some=
where on the re servation amorg them. “hen an Ird ian goes to church he
generally puts an his e st clothes, am not unfrequan tly all of his
clothes.

I have seen a man witfoxr shirts and thre e pair of pants on, in
summer weather., We often mwst very amusing and grotesfuen styles among
e Indians with combinations timt would sta tle a Parisian modiste.,

Bivbons, gewgaws, fhring , flaming, 8 trong contrasting colors, bitog
brought together in re Mtions outragin g all ideas d harmony, were common,
Desp red, bright yellow, bright gr-en, deep pink, take the Indian eye
and whey they go to church or public plac e,they put mquite as much as
their white friemis...aniwe found i t was no very unusual t hirg to sce
an old Indian fanning himself in church Wi ththe tail or his shirtee.

I may say that om of tledisagrecables of going to the Imndian church
in summer time was swarms of f1ies thatwent to church with the Indians
ar arrived contemporaneously. Of all the insistent, persistent insects
séarth ..the Indian flies or buffalo gnats take t he palme..

...I'L'here was reading of the B:LbW'e, sing ing, prayers, preaching ard
interpreting the s emmon or talk to the people, Indians werse usually good
hearers and pay strict attention to what is said. “om times an old fellow
or a 1little ch@80 child wauld go to sleep, just like his white brother,
The singing in an I, dian meeting was always interesting amni especially

when the s A used their own sSogs, ar words thathed toop e interprsted
into their own language.



5

“t the Indian meetings all the Indians wip prayed did so in their
own language. #fter the sermon or talk the Indians generally were
Invited to say wome thing.

‘he Christian Ind ians spoke of thelr experience s much ths same as
the vhites. Mostly they expressed gladness that they had Wen brought to
see the light ard a detemminati on to remain steadfaste I think I never
heard more apparently sincere talks and earnse:t expre:ssion of determination
to live gpod lives, than among these good ignarant Indians. No one could
doubt their sinc erity, as they told wih eyes fillsd with tears or with
countenances beaming with plea ure, of their gl@fatddd gladness that they
lmd becore C,rist ians,armd =smid they were determined to follow the

light,"

and "walk in the s traight roads." When we say that t kse
people, children in understanding, were actually living a s vbest they
cald accordirg to their light, we felt that effort to put forth in
th eir behglf was perhaps : not altogethar lost,
Beside the Sunday servi ws amd variouspastimes we lmd the regukl r
holidays, which were lept re gularly armdwe enjoysd these things
all the mar ebecause the lndia ns made so much of t hem and appuared to
take pleasure in them, Uhristian and the Fourth & July were big days,
all the preparations forthe se occaslions were entered with great gest
by them. We knew how little there was in the home life of the young
Indians that was bright and cheerful, and it made us feel all t he more
@oaoddd glad when on holidays gave them & taste of what c¥idlization had
to offer in the way of pleasures ...(Three pages, rambl ing, Four thof July.)
There was usually a campmeeting every summer ard t his was a great
occasion for the Ipdians. The mee tings were usually eldat the fort, in the
ogak grove just below the buildings. e..Pesople came from the
Klickitat valley around Goxd endale, t ran the white settlements along the
Yakima and “RO 4tahnum, so that when a 11 were gathered in there was a

most interesting collec tionn of people. Belore th® appointed time minis ters
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Be ore the appointed time ministers from ou side were invited in, and
oifietimes we Iad distinguished speakers fran Portland end other
dstant citiles,
eothe agent killed beeves, issued flour salt and otlr
supplies so tlmt the physical wants of the I,diass were lookedafter
axi they were put in the best possible mood for giving heed to the
preaching and instructions given them. ‘he arrarngement of t he cap ground
seats an, preacher's stand were notmich @ if ferent fram w hat was common
at the canpmeetings of the whites in s western s tates samw years ago.
ee."® have judged all Ipdians by the worst of them , and they judged
all whites by the very worst and lowest among our people becauss they
cme mat in contact with that kimi. They saw us all as robbers,
interlopers , taking t er lands and driving them before us, taking t he ir
homes amd descrating tlegraves of their fatheam,
g regarded them all as cutthroats am thirsting for blood.
“he American people knew nothing of the damestic life of e Ipdians,
ofvhat they wer at theirhomes, of ther way of talking and acting,
and of their deep feeling for t heir families, ard of their love for
tleir native land., Our whole managemen t of the Ipdians mas been a great
reprehensible piece of mismanagement and bunbl ing with too mﬁch
dishonesty to permit our dealings to bear the light of investigation.
We had on the reservation tw regular Indian preachers, George
Waters and Thomas Pearne. “hese were converts anderths teachings amnd
preachings of the agent, f:ev. J.H. Wilbur. WOQ Waters was named af ter
some white man, I do not remember how who while the other was
named for Rev, Thoms Pearne, who was at one time the editor of the
Yacific Christian “dvocate and was a pimeer Oregon preacher and a
very eloquent man. I here were some who preached ar talked to the

people at times, besides them. Lhe hemd chief of the Yakimas, Jne

S
twire, sometimes Prea cned and talked tO%
ang
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in the capacity of prexERErFXtAx minister, ‘¥t the Indian campmestings
there was no organ to lead the music, but there was no lack of song,
and there was. no hesitancy about star ting the music, and when started,
the Indians sang all of them nearly. Not all the Indis ns, or many of
the old ones couldsing the English words, but all hummed the tune in
such way as to nmke the volume of sound 'm as lEwwesm-alX all wers
using the words and s inginglustily. Sometimes there wer e two
inteepreters, when there people of a different language ar dialect
present‘'sic) and there was always one interpreter to translated what
was sald to the IQAR0 Indians.

eeeThe Indian understands confession tomean cafessing to his
fellow man. He would scorn at the idea of confessing to %d . He often
preached what he was going to talk about by saying "Yod knows my heart,"
ard hence e thought that com®dssing to “od would be a work of
supererogation, as ;od already knew and neseded no telling of his sins and
misdoings. He was often impelled to confess to his fellows and mors
than once I have heard them confess to what would be actual crime, or
to great wrongs do ¢ their fellow men,

“hen an Irdisn determines fully to be a Cpristian he is likely to be
frank and go the whole length of baring all his misdoingse.

dnother things that characterized their meetings was that t hose who

swere not Christians would @t up and ariticize the conduct and lives
of those that made & profession. I remmmber one 5unday when prewent
atan Indian meeting there was a man there who was a herder for the
Indians tocke The Indians called him Jim Swillh, while the whites knew him
as Jim Swall, #fter a number of tle Indians had gotten up and spoken Jim
arose and made his talk., He said,"Some dese here fellahs dat comes to de
church here and talks 1s no good. Dey drink whisky » dey run horses on

Sunday, d ey gamble, dey steal someboddy's wife. 411 dem things makes

a bad taste on my heart,”



Dr. G.B. Kuykendall
¥ort Simcoe Eecolle ctions
Joe Stwire and the Byilding of the Ptwire “hurch _ |

While we were at Fort Simcoe Joe Stwire was the head chief, heard
about the election that placed in in his positione.

It was agreed that the chief should be elected, and that whoever
received the most votes should B head chbd f of all the Irndians at the
agency. ‘his was certainly teaching the I dians to be like the

white in allowing the majority to rule,

Mr. Wilbur ard his wife were very anxious tos ee Joe Stwire elec ted,

as he was a very relible man, had great natural ability and was
favorable to the measures being wed toclvilize and educate the Indians.
:he agent knew it was very important to have such a person a head chiéf
among the Indian people. I, a er toaid in sscuring the election of Joe, Mrs/
Wilbur evolved a veryingenious scheme that seemed likaly to help to help
in the accomplishment & this emd. It was determined to vote with bal lots
made of small pieces of red and white ribbon. The Indians not being able
to read, it would not have been possible to 1s e printed tickets without haiving
some other means of t8lling who theywer voting for, other than the printed
names. So a cBOU color scheme was chosen. The red ribbon was to be
votes for Joe btiwrex, and tlewhite for his competing chieftan. It was
fairly explained, however,that the white ribbons were for ome candidate,
and the red ones forthe other, and that g8ll vmkmaxmx voters should choose
accordingly. A table was placed in acomwenient plgce, with receptacles for
e tickets, and alsoc in which t he votes were to b e deposited, a sort of
ballot box or something answering the pur pose. ‘he Indians were to pass
up to the table, ane by one, take a ticket, red or white and deposite into
the deslignated receptakle his ticket and pass on to be followed by
otheis . fhere is no dow t but that the Indian liking for the red color had
much to do wihh .with many in their voting, for when the votes were counted

it was found that Joe ®@ Stwire had carried by a large majoritys.
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the red had won. I have thought that the color scheme , in some other
form, is often worke d on the unsuspecting voter, and that perhaps
often when he imagines he is voting his own choice, he is b ut little more
than a puppet in the lands of political schemers who are using him tor ake
the che stnuts for themselve . I, this case however, there is no doubt
but the plan used ©A was not only successful in results but was for the
good of all comerned. Happy would have it be if those who manipulate the
ropes should always have the good of the whole people at heart as fully as was
the case in this instance .

Joe Stwire was a large portly Indian with a stately bearing . He had
large jaws, bliack piercing eye and a large head and face that bespoke
natural intelliigence and f @ ce of cB@Bc character. I his early life
hehad beenlike many of his race, addicted to the use of "lum" a fire
water, armd the amount he consumed in those days was limited by his ability
for getting 1t. f“ccording to his acount of his previous life, as often ¥ela&d
80 related by him in publich,hewas a bad Indiane Under the influence of
the tesching of Christian missionaries, particulsrly those of agent
Wilbur, he ad given up his drinkihg and gambling and wild life and
habits and had become a mdel of sobriety ard honesty. He at that time
neither drank Omxkm% in toxicants nor permitted drinking a bout him. No
man was more severe upon of fenders in this line t han he, and I know of
nuerodr ins tances when he visited prompt punishment;( upon them, If
Indians eitler ydhO young or old were caught drinking, or were found
drunken, JOe Stwire did his be t to land them promptly in the skookum
house, the I dian name for for jail,

doe Stwire was a fime specimen of the red man physically and the Indiens
feared to run counter to his will, in wrong doing, thought hew as not
quarrelsome or hard toget along with,

There is no questi on as to the salutary influence of his example

and teachings upon his people,
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He was not easlly aroused but vhen hewas stirred, on any subje ct
he was a man that commanded & tention. He advocated any cause he
espoused with a convincing eloquence and power. Some have doubted the good
effects of Christian teachings upon the lIrdians, and felt doubts whether any
of them were ever Chrlstianized, but there were as strong evidence
of the good effects of religious teaching upon the Indians as we ever see
among the whites., It was my good for tune to have heard Joe “twire talk
upon many occasions and several times he spoke with a powerful thrilling
eloguence. On ore of thes occasions e was telling at a religious meet ing B
a visit he and the Ind lan preacher, George "aters B& and some others of the
Christian Indians had made a she t time before to the Yarm Springs Indianse

"_"Ihey had been preaching a nd holdirgreligious meetings among those
Indians and after a good deal of effort without muchapparant results
the visiting Indiars were becoming d scouraged. Joe Ptiwre was relating
gheir experienceand I shall never forget his earnestness ard
feeling as he with tears in his eyes told with a strang manly voice of
the ir struggles and final trumph. e said in substance,” a short time
ago I an same of my brothers here went up to the “arm Spring #gency ty
to hold mestings.,. VWie talked to the people and told them about the j"ible
end Jesus, about “od and heaven, but no me seemed to B moved. We came
together again and held services, preached and talked, we sung and
prayed, but no one seemsd to care. #fter much pre:ching and teaching
there was no one made any move. #1l1 their hearts seemed like stone. I had
a sad heart, After themaitx meeting was dismissed, and the people had gone
I did not know what to do, or what was the mat ter.' “ith a crying heart
I went into the church and shut the doar, and took the church £ible and
clasp it in my arms. I could not read it,but I knew it told of Jesus and
how we might be saved, I knew it s 1d the words of life, I kneeled down
there alone in the church and crisd and prayed in the darkness and said

"o Lord what is the matter wit Joe Stwire that these people will

not hear ahd are not moved at ouwr teachings and preachings? Why c annot we
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we have any influence upon them? I feel over on my face ami humbled
myself and clasped the Pible to my heartand asked Yod to help us ard
tomake the Indians come to the light. The next d.y we had meetings again
and the people began to ve moved, and came forward, one , two three and then
dozens and we had a wonderful meeting. What I w0 write conveys but a
poor idea of the effect of Stwires speech. It sent ane lectric thrill upon
the audience, upon all who heard armd I saw many weseping, both white s and
Indians ..
Maj . Yeneral 0.0. Howard was present and I saw the tears cour sing

down his cheeks, and when he had an opportunity he spoke of the
wonderiul effect o ®twire's eloquenceand bore testimony to the effett
of Uhristian teaching upon the Indians. Many times I have lsard Jee
Stwire tell how he, in early life, drark whisky, gambled and fought, ard
lived a @enerally disreputable life, He said,"My eyes were blind, it was nik
night in my soul. “hen the missionaries came s Mre., Poerkins, armd others,
and then Mr. Wilbur. They showed me the way and brought me the light.
I put away my wild ways, K qud8é quit drinking whisy aJ:'1d fighting. I began
to go to chwch and pray and t oy I am happy. I am not what I used to be
things have changed wih me. I was poor, lank, hungry, a drinking,
fighting, bad I,dian. I had no clothes, no house. I did not know the
right waye I was like a coyote, 1like a blind man straying in the dark,
Since I came to the lighteverything has changed with me. I am no longer
lean, poor, thin and hungry. I hasve plenty have ahouse and home and
a wife and we are trying towalk in the straight road and fol.ow the
lighte

It gives me pleasure i s ay that as long as I knew him., which ws
over ten years, he was an honorable upright man and Cy,ristian, and his

wif e, “usan, was also a Christian woman and always tobe depended upon to do

her best for anything to help her people. Susan Stwire was a large

flashy woman, was a good hous keeper., lleither Joe nor his wife ever
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read though they were people of excellent judgment and good common sense.

After we had been at Fort Simcoe a year or two the Indians
down in theneighborhood aof Stwire 's place began towant a church
built in their vicinity so that they would be more convenlently
ai tuated as to church advantages and meet ings « The agent, Mr.W ilbur,
was not opposed to the move, on the c ontrary cheerfully acceded to their
wishes but exacted from the Indians the pramise that theywould lend help in
the work of building and would assist in hauling lumber, stone and other
materials needed,and would work on the building during 1ts erection.
"Father “ilburn as we always familiarly called him swas probably never
happier thanwhen churchbuilding , before he became Indiana gent, but now
to be building a church for a peo.le who were peculiarly his own, so far as
religious instrucfiong was cmcerned ,was a peculiarly happy event, but
Adwd tode da(Pufdad s amd he went at it with a cheerful determination
and energy that soon maie things begin to come to pass, He consulted
me as to plans for the building, and as I had some experience in
earlier days, in drafting designs, a plan was soon drawn that was adopted.

The work was bepun in good season, at a time when material could

be easily obtained, and when lumber would be in good condition for
wor king. There was but 11ittle siclness among either whites or Indians,
88 and it was really a pleasurabls outing to‘drive from the agency
buildings to where the church was tobe built, and render assistance
in t®e worke. ‘he dB tanwwas about sixmiles; the locationwas where
the 1it le village of White “wan now is. Joe Ptwire lived very near the
place where the site of the church was chosene

The Indians were greatly pleased armd ©¥ very enthusiastic and worked
cheerfully in @ tting the me®O matérial e The lumber wasmade at the
agency mill and hauled about 8 or 9 miles., “hile the church was being
bullt Joe Stwire aml his wife Susan were very industrious and did

chee fully all they could, working with might and main. Susan boarded a
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number of men, among them a lot of whites fpom the fof0 post. I myself have
eaten at the table of “hie Stwire many times and f ound the food well
cooked, clean and appetizing. good progress was made with the wark and
soon and the walls lomedup in the prairie where only a few years before
were nothing bit bl dthirsty savages and wild animals. Une part followed
another in rapid succession, and so« the building toolk farm and was
approaching complet ion, I, due time it was finished amd ready for painting
and for the seats.

It was a proud day for both Mr, Y$lour and the L, dians, add I maysay for
all of us,when the bu.ldings were completed and ready for dedication, for
we all hal been intere ted in deeing it go up, feeling that it would
be very helpful and humanizing in its eff'ect upon the I, dian people, I
remember quite well the day, in the evening, when the building had been
completed and was all ready for dedication.

‘he door waslocked and we left, I drove up in a buggy or hack. It
was geti.ing late in the eveni g,an there came up a terrible wird storm,
the wind blew a perfect hurricane aml it was with difficulty that I
caald keep in the road. the wind several times came near blowing the buggy
over., The nextmorning Indians came in saying the church had been
blow n over, I scarcely ever say Mr., W lbur so affected over anytying.

His eyes fllled with tears, while speaking of it. “e found itowever, that
reports were exaggerated and that things were not so bad as we had feared,
We found the eact end of the building HIO had been slipped fram the
fowmdation, am s wung over about three f et past the foundation amd this
allowed the building to topple over amd 1 ok badly out of shape.,

*his was Thursday evening that the wind blew so, if I r member cor ctly
but before Patuday evening the building had been straightened up and no very
serious harm resultesd,

*he day of dedication was fine and the Indians came from far and

MO&r S0 as to throng and crowd the church to overflowing.
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Itwas an interesting spectable to sand where one could sed the crowd
gathering in. from all dir ctims they came, some an foot, many on
horseback, sam in wagons, hacks buggile s and w ith e very sort of
conveyance imaginable for such a place. The young Indiars and boys came, many
of them withhorses,many without saddles and with a lariat, or hair rope ami
a cloth or nothing for their ridirg equipment . Some of the less
civilized or as we cal led tt;em;;w_ild Indians, came with breech clout
and blanlt dre s. When the.vﬁﬁ)@’ crowd was assembled itwas a curious medley
if not a motley graup,wit all the phases of civilization and
savagery as expressed in dress and made of transportation. They were
a democratic set and ther was not much thought of class dictinction.

When the services be;an all was attmntion. ' here was no buzzing
and nolse save the buzzing of the f lies and theyw ere conspicious and
o ther soms., 'i"he usual form of c hurdh dexicationwas gone through
wlth except as was necessary tomodify it to meet the circumstances.
':here was preaching and the preaching was ifiD8pd interpreted

as usual, tothe Indians, tby the I,terpreter, Stick Joe. “‘hers I
followed dedication services and then a sort of speaking meeting in
which there was an id0dtddd invitation for general participation. ‘he
occasion was an important one, amd many took the opportunity to s peak,
and there was allusion to the mew churc , to the changed condition of the
Indlians and the general feling was one of great friendliness ard unity of
sentimente. The s rvices were long, naturally. 4 large number of employes
of the agency were present at the dedicati o and itwas a day of great
interest.

Some time whenthe ssrmon @ talk ked to go t hraigh an i8bd0H60
interpreter I have wmdered whether in the trsnsition it did not
some time get cons iderably mixed or changed. Yhe results therc at ors

fad

Simcoe would indiate that if there werc somethin wrong or incorrect

interpretations given the Indians in the main got the correct
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(ecollections)

“hile we lived at Yort Simcoe we did most of our "store trading'at
Yakima City, & small town at the mouth of the Antanum creek just at the
edge of the re servation outside. At that time the place was known also by
the name "Stomach Bitters."! There was a postoffice , two little store s
and two so called saloons or groggeries, a blacksmith shop and livery
stable, all of which were in very primitive kmyx style. Yakima City was at
that time a wild wooley place, where cowboys, Indians cattle and sheep
men amM hwose raisers and a few outskirt ranchers congregated on baturdays
and bundays and consumed almost incredible quantities of bad whiskey. Some
of' these denizens became no sy and obstreperous and t herewere numerous

fights and scuffles and an occasional gun play. Drinking, gambling,
horse racing with the accompanyin b8dde&r@nd betting amd carousing were
the Sunday amusements and formed the soci 1 emenities of the day,.
This little pionec: town was twenty f iwmiles frmm the fort where the
business of theagency was transacted, amd where the I dian 4gent amd the
employes resided. The road from the Fort to Yakima City was very near
level, ad was fine at nearly all seasons of the year, but in the
timmer time there wasa part of the broad became very dusty,the part
which ran across the magebrush plain beyond the Simcoe creek. We found
however that by getting a good ealy start we could get down to town
and do whatever business we had to do and return the s ame day,and
in the loAg in the long days of summer we had abundant time. e aimed to
do our main trading at The Yalles where we could get better p:;ices and
have an opportunityof having several and larger stores and more variety to
select frome. But we frequently had to patronize the 1little town at
Yakima, when we ran short of t hings we could not . et at the agency
commissary.

At that time the 90 hotel was kept by Yavid Yuilland, Mr. G.W. Carey was
running the principal drygoods store. *‘mong the people who lived amd

v

did business in town and near by were the areys,uuillands, Parkers,

Splawns, Schannos, - lints, Goodwins and many others.
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L sometimes in fact quite frequently maie visits to the little town to
see the sick and s ometimes these professional calls require me to stay
over night. I remember being callsd down there to see a case which
required me to stay until next morning. #fter getting to town as I was
putting my team up at the stable I noticed that one of my horses, g fine
black and a splendiu driver, was sick. He had been having occasional
attacks of colic and grew better soon amd I w8 did not give a great deal
of attention to him. I Was kept veyy busy during the evening and in t he nigh
the court how e took fire and there was great excitement. There was no water
or fire department and everything was dry as powder amd ready for a quick
and hot fire, It soon became evident that the building could not be
saved., Soon the streets were lighted up almost as bright as day
and people were running hare and there halloing.'fhere were some buildings
that were near enough to be in imminent danger of being burned out,
and this and that plan was suggested for trying to save them., #mid all
the excitement there did not seem to ® any authority, not any onse
who could get the crowd to do anything in any practical way. Seseing
the confusion I called out to the crowd and proposed thd some go to
carrying water from near by wells, and that the roofs be thoroughly wetted
down and then sugge ted that a lot of blankets be procured and
thouroughly wetted and that these be hung over the sides of t he houses.
Théy all appeared to fall in with the idea and we went to work with
all the speed we coull and were not any too socon either, for the bulldings
would soon have been all aflame. With the water on the roof and wet
dripping blankets on the wall there was a great stream,but the wood did
not ignite, :L-he cour thouse, a light woden frame building, built out
of resinous pine soon burred down. “extmorning my fine black horse
was dead and I not only had to lose him but had to pay for having him

drawn off ait of town and buried, and besides was left 20miles from home

with my buggy or hack and one horse. I was very sorry to lose the horse
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for he was one of the best drivers I ever owned, amd I felt condemned
that I hdd not given him more care and dons all I could for him. t’e:Lng
kept very busy and the fire coming on, I had forgotten the poor old
fellowe.

While it was not the plan to allow the physician of the sgency
togo outside to practice among the whi tes,yet w'rhen th ere wasnothing
serious demanding my presence at the offi® at the agency, I made tripé
out in the surrounding coumtry and quite frequently to Yakima City. I
did a good deal of wmeR work assisting the agent in making up his quarterly
reports of the business of the agency,and far more than compensated
for all the time I was away.

The #htanum valley was in the e early days very malarios in spots and thepe
were some very severe cases of remittent ard intermittent fever, same
of which were very severe with a tendency to malignancy. I was
called to attend severalsuch. *he milder cases of malarial attacks were
quite numerous and there were various troubles of malarial origin.

...:he sestlers on the ®htanum ard down the Yekima built 1little
cabins of cottawood logs chinked- " the cracks wilth split ichinks
and plastered the cracks ox;er with mud mortar meie of the soil, The
roof was not shingled but heavy poles put along from end to end of the
building aml on these poles were laid brushand thenstraw so as to fomm
a t atched roof.“hese primitive cabins were usually without floors, the hard
smooth packed earth being almost 11lke asphalt amd were really more
comfortable than would be supposed. T hers was generally one window
cmsisting of one sash of small lights, or of one pane of glass, and
sometimes just & hole cut in the log wall and thin cloth nailed over it.'
A few of the mbins had fl ors but this was an exception and was a luxury
in those days. The doors of the primitive cabins were of several
varieties but nomns were pannelled amd varnished and none had door besels

(sic) but the string of the wooden latch hung out in welcome to
pverybodye.



4

The ploneer smkkkémr sdttler in the valley had not a very elaborate
outfit, but L was once surprised on going to one of the thatched cabins
of the ear ly days that had mud plastered walls. It was situated
out in a plain with hay stacks about and lowing stock. It was not far
from TEP@OHA=mBAA where Topi)enish now stands. O%- entering the house I found
a carpet on the floor and & piano in the corner,withcomforghble but not
fine furniture. While tle place seemed to be rather crowded aml close , yet
to me, coming in af ter a long ride through 16 inches of anow and in the
storm it seemed to be remarkably cosy and c omfortably , really it was
%7

Yhen we went to iort Simcoe, tke larger part of the land in the

Yakima V

alley was yet unclaimed, and vwhat was claimed was held by
squatterds right, animuch more laml was claimed than coid be held legally
for the s tock men wanted rang , and weren ot looking for farm land., There
was none o the sage brush country of the val ley and foot hills taken up or
what was talken was included in claims taken for watering places or for
the s ake of small patches of grass land. # large 080 part of the
Aptanum valley and of the country across north of the Vakima,and out from
The Toppenish country to the regim in the vDeHd . vicinity of 'Sunnyside
and on over towards Priest's hasmp:l.cfls was one unbroken sage brush
wilderness and the larger part was thought to be utterly worthless
for anytying except for cattle range for the winter. #t kmk that time
we hadnever scen the effects of irrigation upon the sage and s and lands
in the world was thought by us to be practically valueless. ‘e could
have bought any amount of the beat of it from ¥1.26 to ¥2.50 per
acre, the government price., but would have thought it a wild visilonary
speculation and wastinge #t that time the country was thought tobe
onlygood far stock raising and t here were few if any who thought of
making it a permanent home,

During tBeu our first years at fort Simcoe there was a great deal

of feeling among some of the s tock men just off the edge of the reservation
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against the Indian agent *‘ev, J . H., Wilbur, because he insisted on their
not poaching upon the Idian's rights and running the® stock upon

the reservation pasture armd hay lands. Some of them , whenever they

could , would driwe their herds of cattle upon the lands of the I dians
and herd them there, and the stockwould eat off the grass that r ightfully
belonged to the Indians.*hd what was worse they f requently drow off the
cattle belonging to the I,dians amdbranded them and claimed them for

the ir own. Thenwhen the I dians claimed their own, the white intend opers
frequently roundly abused them, cursed them or threatened violence and some tim
offer d violence. '‘he Indians compdaimed bO@® bitterly of these

things and brought theér complaints tot he agent. Mr. Wilbur veing agent
for the Indians, he felt it to be his duty to resist such out lawry.
Bgcause he opposed the high handed intrucions of these frontiar cattle

and horse !men he incurred thei enmity and wrath. There was for

several years a good deal of bitterness agaimst the a ggnt and they
circulated all kind & hard stories about him, telling that he was
cheating the I;d ians and was growing rich raising stock lon the grass
belonging to the Indlans. ?hey fomented all kind of i1l will, took

whisky on the reservation and gave 1t to the Indians knowing t hat when

the Ind ians were partly under the influence of drink they could do

a lmost anything with them, by giving more of the bad whisky. 1ne bitterness
went to the length that a lot of toughts got gotether and f illed up with
forty rod as the bad whisky was called because 00 of its supposed

ability to kill at forty rods distance., Yhen they were well filled

gnd had become reckless they proposed to Mob Mr. WoOdQY Wi{lbur when

he came into town. Pome of his friermds heard of their schemes ard went to
the roughs amd told them thet if t hey made a mo e there was going to be asome
bloodshed fo r there was a crowd ofmen there who were going to defend

Mr. Wilbur since he had not wronged them amd was only duoing his sworn

duty in protecting and defending the Indians in their rights.,
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The men on the agent's side were very determired and if the toughs had made
8 move there would have been s bloody time . “s it was the insurgents cooled
down sufficiently t o sabandm the ir undertak ng and took 1t out in more
drinking ard cursing the Indian agent.
While we were there it was a very common occurance for the

Indians to come to the mool mool making complaints that some of the
out side stock men were driving off their cattle or were herding
stock on their lands. It is a wonder that the Indians did not retaliate and
killard eat the cattle men's stock. ‘he cowmen on the outside did
frequently accuse the Indians of this, but tks re werse very f ew instances
of thd kind so far as codd be learned by close investigatlion. The
cattle men were far more frequently the transgressors 5 for if thein
stock had noteen on the India n's larmd the#e would not have have been the
opportunity for the Indians to kill them,

Later the government and the Indian department at Yashing ton made
provisions for the Indian police force on the reservation who were
kept on duty and whose hisiness it was to look out for the intrusion of
the s tockmen to watch for thievery and report it, and to also see that
whiskey was not brought on tothe re rve by the low down whites and the
squaw men. 4fter a few wholesome lessons by arrest by mounted armd well
armed Indian police,the cattle thieves found 1itbetter to stay off
or &t the worst todowhatever they did nin a very sly manner.yisfore
cattle men drow off stock opening and defiantly, supposing that
public sentiment on the outside wou 1d sustain theme

“hen a white manwas arrested he always made a tremendous roar and

blustered about and made great threats.





