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Palouss river,

A]exander hoss, Adventures on the Columbia.. chapter 12, page 209,.
eeThis was thefirst formidable amd regular party that left #storia
which seemed to mpart the ¢ oncern a character oc permenancy and
Ssuccess and vas condw ed by Mr,Clarke, the brightest star in the Columbian
constellation as Nr. #9s0@Pd Astor expressed himself ..
«.left 4storia for the in® rior the 29th of June, 1812 (Clarke, John)
on 29th of July all partiss arrived safe at "alla walla
o.T0 separate end go separate WaYS e
Clarkes..on way to his winter quarters at ®pokane .
)According to on, Clarke's party c ansisted of ore proprietor, four
clerks, twenty one Canadians amd six Sandwich Islanders.,)
Having proceeded up the south branch or Lewis {4 ver (Snake) for
b out 50 miles he reached the Yatatouch band at the mouth of t he
¢dQddd Pavilion (:Palouse) river.
“he ¥atatouches are a smallarmd frienmdlytribe of the great Nez
Perce nation aml the lowest & them on the South Branch.
‘hespot te minatedMr.Clarke's voyage by water. fro thence
his route lay across land to the ®pokane River, distant about 170
miles. Leaving his canoe wunder the care o the friendly Catat.:ou.ch
chief he purchased horses fran the Ipdians for the transportation
of' his goods. Mr. Clarke had faxr clerks with him, Messrs Pillet,
d'anfdan Yarnham, McLennan amd Cox. He had also more men and
mer chandize than any of the other parties as it was sup osed he would
havem st to do in opposing a formidable opposition.
l”Laving purcha ed a sufficient number of horses he left
tne Pavillion on the 10th of fugust and set cut on his journey by
land,
Mre Clarke established himself at the corner of the ppposition
post(Cox describes the site selected fa the post as a handsome

p oint of land formed by the junction of the Pointed Heart and 986@



opokane rivers, thinly covered with pine and other trees and close

to a t ading post of the North “est Company. *he site wa s at t ke
mouth of the Little Spokane River about 10 miles northwest of the modern
c ity of Spokane,

.sMcLennan was stationed at the Pointed Hearts ar Sketch-hugh
lake(Mgdern Cosur d'Alene lake in Idaho, about 25 miles southea:zt of
Spokane)...

Spring(1@MB0 1813) now drawing nigh MT'. Cilarke got in all his
B0 outposts and scouts ard le ft Spokane with 32 horses loaded with furs
on the 25th of Maye...The party perfarmed the journey e ross
land to tle Pavilion in six days and found the caones which had
been left there in charge of the Catatouche chief, all safe,

‘he most trival incidents sometimes prove instructiwe and may in their
consequence: afford an impa: tant lesson. #s soonas Mr, Clarke arrived
at the Pavillon andfound his canoes safe, pleased at the
conduc t of t e chief, hemade him a present of some ammnition and
t obaccos this done theys et about packing up thedifferent artifles
in order 6o embark andamong others two silver goplets belmging
to Mre Y1arke himself, who took this opportunity of s howing
them to the chicf and expatiated on their high value; then pouring a
little wine into ome o them,made the chief drink out of it, telling him
when domne that he was a greater man now than ever he was before., The chiff
was delighted and turning the goblet over and over in his hands, and looking
at it with intense interest,hamded it over tothe next great man
amd he to anot er and so on till like the pipe of peace, ithad gone
round the whole circle. ‘he precious curiosity was then laid by and
the Indians retired.

Next morni ng, h owever, the pearl of great price wasg one. Everything
in 88 and aboutthe camp was tunrned topsyOturvy in search of the
silver gdlet but to no prpose. #11 business was now suspended=-the

goblet must be found. At last it wus conjecturcd the I_dians must have
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stolen it; and lr, Clarke, with fury in his countenance, assembled
the whole h®&0 “atatouche camp and made known his loss--th
loss of his silver goblet. He coaxed,he flat tercd ,he threatened
tobring down ®engeance upan tl® whole tribe for the loss ofhis goblet
and in his wmath and vexation denounced death upon the offender should
he be discovered. The poor Indilans stood gazing in amazement
They sympathized with him, pitied him and deplored his loss, and pro-
m ised todo their utmost to f ind the goblet.With this solemn declaration
they went off., The whole t rive wascall d toge ther, the council sat
amsoon afterwards theyretuned in & body, like messengsrs of peac ,
bringing the siQ¥8r glad tidings to Mr.Clarke that t he silver goblet
was found; at the same t ime the chi f ste ping forward and spreading
ot his rof}e, laid the previous vessel beforehim. "Where is the thief?
vociférated Mre bl*ark.The chief then pointed to a ifelliow
sitting in the ring as the criminal,
"1 swore said Mr. U'.Larke; that the thief should die and white men
never break theirword.” The fellow wa told of h i8 fate but he
kept smiling, thinking himself, according to Indian custom, perfectly
safe, for t he moment the stolen article is returned to the rightful
owner, according b themaxims of indian law,the culprit is exonerated
Mr. “larke, havever, thought otherwise and like Herod of o0ld for the
sakke of his oath, cmsid eredhimself bound to put his threat into
execution and therefore instantly commanded the poor unsuspecting wretch
to be hung uv--and hung he wa a ccordingl ; a d the .nhallowed deed
was ag;ravated by the circumstance of their taking the polesof his
own lodge to maks the gallows,
:he Tndians all the time could not believe that t he whites were in
earnest till they beheld the lifeless body. “he deed was Q6A® however,
no sooner committeed than Mr, Clarke grew alarmed. The chief, throwing

down the robe on the ground, a sign of d is pleasure , harangued his peoplse

who immediately af termounted their fleetest horses and scampered off
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in all directions to circulate the news and assemble the surrounding
trites to take vengeanceon the whites.
In the meuntime, lsaving the enraged Indians to follow their
inclination, the canoes were thrown into the water,loaded d68H
and down the current pr. Clarke ad his men ushed their way day
amd night till they reached the %Yalla Walla where theyarrived safe on
the fourth of June and here we shall 1 ave them for the present while we
detall McKenaile's winter adventures..
o...fortunately for the whites the defunct I dian was a person of
very low degree, even in the estimation of the Indians themselves,
be ing an outcast witlout friends a relatives which made hhemless
bent on revenge but not the less disposed toannoy as we shall have ofcaf
acad on to notice thercafter,.
(The account of this affair given by Yox who was a member of
Ciake's pa y , differs in certain important particulars fram
the one here presented, I particular it contains nohint of criticism
of Clarke's actionse"ees
o...."hen we reached “alla Walla onthe 30th of May as already
mentioned we were at a loss to ac ocunt for t he unusual movement and
8 tir among the Indians who seemed to be assembling rom all quarters in
great haste. The mystery, was, however soon cleared up when Mr.C larke
joined us and related the affair of the silver goblet at the “atatouch
camp. “hat did Stuart and lcKenzie say. "hat could any may say. fhe
r eckless deed had been comn: tteed and Clarke's countenance fellwhen the
general voice of disapprobation was raised against him. The I''dians all
2100 along kept flying to and fro whooping and 7yelling in wild
commotion. 69
At this time Tummeatapam came riding ©p to our camp at
full speed. "What have you done my frierd s?" called
out the old and agitated chief . jYou have spilled blood on our lands,!
Then pointing to a cloud of dust raised by the Indians who were coming



down upon us in wild confusion. "There my friends,do you see
them?"ihat Can I do.?"The chief did not dismount but wheeling

off he went like ashot leaving us to draw a salutary inference from
the words"What can I do%" meaning no doubt that®mé we had ® tter be off
imme diately. leking | he hint we lost no time.Zlents were struck

some had breakfasted, samne not; kettles armd dishes were all huddled
together aml bundled into the canoe and embarking pell-mell we

pushed with all haste from the inauspicious shore:,.Y%e pushed

down the current,passing the ralls,the narrows and the Cascades without
the least interruption amd arrived safe at #Astoria on the 1l4th of

June.

sereturnin: pupstream later..big demomstra ion of Indians at

Walla Wallaeseselhis demons tration of the Indians prevented

My, Clane fro m proceeding to his destiration by the usual route

He had, therefore, to continus with us and pass by Oakinaclkne for Spokane

making a circuitous raite ofmore than 300 miles,





