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On Droemher 1, 1856, "he wutieviged etrength of the aruy, &€ ROW
ponted, i3 17,80¢, The setunl strenghth ot the dnie of the
coponlidation of the returns, July 1, 1066, wus 15,862, s nunber
of enlistments pade uwring the twelve wmonthe onding Seylember 30, 1850,
wuas 4,340, The nusber of perselw orfering to enlist, but vhe wers f
roRuned on cecount of minerity ond apfitness for service, was 0,004,
e vumbey of casunltics in the army, oy decthy dischorges, =nd
dessrhions, during the yeur ending June -0, 16:1':(5, WO !‘;§O€)O; of which
Oy s Mere by Mossrihion, (Exoerpi; D -~ Jeif'n Bavie,)

i .

" .. the frequent construction omd abandomment of posts, and with
such garrisons es we mey expect to hove with the present or probable
gize of the orry, involves the employment of 21l the troops forlong
periods at constant lebor, alike injurlous to military instruction and
the contentment of the soldior, His compensation at such times 1is
far inferior to that of the common laborer on the frontier, and the
prospect of abandoning the position sogq after he has made it compar-
atively comfortsble lecves him without tdoquate inducement for the
gaérifice he 1s called on to moke, 4 loborer without pay or promise
of improvement in his conditiom, & soldler without the f%m% end ex-
citenent of military life, it is hardly to be wondered & is state
of things should lead to desertiom, which has become so freduent as
to be one of the great cvils of the servicces."

", ..The use of wrought iron imstead of wood, as a material for gun-
gerringes hos cngaged the attention of the Odnance department,.”

"The operations at the national armories have been restric ted to the
completion of new models for small nrms; the alteration of old models
to long renge rifled guns, end to the preoparations requisite for the
exclus ive manufacture of the adopted new model, of which many parts
have been fabricated, Thia model, which is common in 1ta general
principles to =211 our smell ams, ig a rifled erm, (such as is gommonly
called the Xinie rifle,) with the improvement of a lock, after Mgy nard"
plen, self-priming, whon used with the Maymard primers, and a8 well
adepted to use with the percussion cap 2s the ordinary percussion lock,
The olteration of 'flin%t lock to rifled srms, with the self-priming
lock, has boen effected to the limited oxtent which the meons avalilable
for the purpose weuld allow, The results of trials with theoe arms
leave no doubt of the propriety of the mecasure, which I heretofore
recormended, of altering all the old model amms of the United States,
including those distributed to States and Territories, by converting
them into rifled erms, with the percussion self-priming lock, so as to
make thom conform to the nmew models... the alteration of arms of the
old model, so as to aprly to them all tho modern improvemenis, hag
been commenced and hap progressed far cnough to show coneludi vely
that they can be made cqual in efficiency to those of the new o del,
There is in the United States arsenals, and in possession of the States
andugesedandIlions afnddlionsef.fhevexarms, which have cost between sl



4 Jefferson Davis' rejort - December 1, 1856/
‘A
"3ince the lest a1 nual report the cargo of camels, thirty-two in number,

‘then referred to os being expected, have been lended on the coast of Texas

and token into the interior of the country, Ilch time wes requiredfor
their recovery from the effects of a long sca voyage, and bui little use
hes therefore been made of them in the transportation of supplies, OUn one
occesion, it is = reported, 2 train, consisting of wagons and cemels, was
gsent from Camp Verde to S2n Antonio, a distance of sixty miles, over & road
not worgse then those usuelly found on the frontier, and the result uas
given fz, thet the quantity brought back by six cemels (3,648 pouns) wes
equa)l to the loads of two vegons drewn by six mules each, and the time
oocupied by the ecamels was two deys =nd six hoursj that by the wagous four
doye and thirty minutes...

“The oxperiment of introducing them into the d imate of the United
States been confined to the southern frontier of Lexus, Thus far the
repult if Yovorable es the most senguine could have hoped, O thirty-four
animels imported, two have died « one from accidental injury, end the other
from CoUEe MKNOWN,.seeit 19 expected that amther shipment of about forty
in nupber will be landed furing the presont winter on the coust of Texasg,
ve We shall have for prackicel test about gevonty animels.
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The couses of the massacre at the mouth of the Rogue River I
mentioned in & former report, and therefore it 1s unneocess at this time
to refer to them, I will simply remark, that the death of the sub-Indian
Agent Wright, who was represented by General ILane, in debate in the House.
of Representatives, as being very friendly to the Indlans, was coused by an
old grudge ageinst him for attempting, before he wes appointed agent, to
poisor & whole band of Indians, :

I am, very respectfmlly, your obedient servant.

JOHN B, WOOL,
Major General
Lieutenant Colonel L, Thomes,
Asst, Adjte. Gen,, Hoadquarters of the Army,
New York Vity

A p———_—C—

(Pndorsement)

Indian Affairs. = Important, = Respectfully submitted, with full
conourronce in the views of General Vool,

WINFIELD SCOTIT

-x
Headquarters, Fort Orford, O., T,
District S, Oregon and N, California, June 24,18!

Sirs I have tho honor to report that General Pelmer, superintendent of
Indien affeirs, left here on the 2lst, in the steamer Columbia, with the
Port Orford and other friendly Indians, who have been on the reserve at this
post for some months past, and all of the lower Rogue River Indians,; who cam
with me, except 18, escorted by Captain Augur's company oG, " 4th infentry,
for the coast reservation, They go by the way of Portland end Dayton, O« T,
to that portion of the reservation allotted to them by the superintendent,

#n the previousddey, one of 01d John's sons, & nephew and three others,
ocame in to say that Old John and his band degired to surrendery and wished
- permission to do so. I told them that they might do so, end they said that
. they would moet any command that I might send out for them at the place wher
I encamped the night before our errival here, Ceptains Ord and Reynolds'®
companies arrived here yesterday with 242 Indians wio had come in to him at
the mouth of Rogue river, Some of these Indians seme up in g¢anoes by sea,
end the others by land, Todey I have sent back the same command to meet 0ld
John, es this is the day on which he promised to be at the rendezvous, Vhen
these people get in there will only remain the Chetcoes, who have been drive
into the mountains by the volunteers, and who will come in o8 soon, a8 these
gentlemen go awey, whioh will probably be within a few days, a8 I understand
that Gove Curry has ordered them to be disbanded at once.

Agreeably to the instructions of General Vool, received by the steamer
on the 21st instant, the following is the assignment of troops for the
posts required near the coast reservations Captein Smith, lst dragoons,
and Coptein Floyd Jones, 4th infantry, with their companies, will garrison
the upper posti Captain Augur, the middles and lajor Reynolds, 3d artillery
the lower, about the mouth of the Sinselaw, I have directed Captain Augur,
w his arrivel at the post now occupied by Lieutenant Sheridan, to leave his

\. .'
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company there temporarily, and proceed to select his own post, which he will
have done by the time that Captain Floyd Jones will reach his destination,
The Indians remaining to be sent to the reservation will be divided as
nearly as conveniont into two partiess one, consisting of George and Lumpy ‘s
people and some others, will be escorted by Captain Floyd Jones and the
detachment of company B, 4th infantry, under Lieut, Chandlers and the_other
by Captain Ord and Major Reynolds' companies, Captain Smith, with Lieuten-
ant Sweitzer and “ssistant Burgeon Crane, will proceed with part of his
compaxyy to Fort Lane, for the purpose of getting his horses and settling
their property affairs, and thence to his new pest, which it is expected he
will reach neorly as sgoon ag Captain Floyd Jones. The detachment of "D¥
and "5 companies, 4th infentry, will then rejoin their proper posts, and
the detachment of "F, ¥ 4th infantry, under Lieutenasnt Garber, at Crescent
City, will join that compeny via Vancouver,

With rogard to the posts of Forts Orford, Lane and Jones, if the Rogue
river war be considered by the General as closed, I do not mee any necesaity
for the two former, and would respec$fully recommend that they be broken upe
The next Indien difficulties likely to bresk out between this and the
Saoramento may be looked for in the vicinity of the Xlamath; and Fort Jones
is therefore, perhaps, in & wvery good position, and may be. ddvantageous
pocupled, I shall consequently leave lajor Wyse at that post; to be disposed
of hereafter as the general may think fit,

Agsistant Surgeon Milhau will ascompany the detachment under Captain Ord,
and will be left with lMrjor Reynolds' company at the Sinselaw until he can
be relieved by some other medical officer. After all'the Indians shall have
started there will be nothing further for me to do in gouthern Oregon, and
I believe everything to be quiet in northern Californie, suppose that the
diagr%ct will be broken up, when I shall be ready to receive such orders, in
relation to my own movements, as the commanding general of the department
may be pleased to issue, I should be hap y to receive them by the return
of the steamer,

I am, sir, very respecotfully, your obedient servant,

ROBERT C, BUCHANAN,
Bvt, Liwut, Col,, laje 4th infantry, Comd'g Distz
Captain D, R, Jones, }
Asst, Adj't General, Department ofothe Pacific,
Benecia, California,

e L A

Headquorters, Puget Sound District

Fort Steilacoom, Ve Te, June 2,1é5¢

General: Singe my oommunication of the 21ist instent, which I had the

honor to address to you, I have received from Hajor Garnett his report of &
secout which I directed to be made in the Green and Cedar river region,
enolos ing the reports of the officers who commanded the different detachmenti
Both officors and men deserve commendation for the zeal and activity display:
eds, I have enclosed them to the headquarters of the department,

The squaw taken by Major Garnett, and sent to me, says there are but
geven men, with a muber of women and children; in that region, I have
gent her out to, if possible, bring them in,

On the 318t ultimo, o messenger, whom I sent out with regulers to the
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Puyallup, returncd with six hostiles, who are now at the reservation, They -
were found in a very destitute condition,

There are but few hostile Indiane in this district at present, and the
wer is certeinly finished, It mey, however,; be renewed at any time by
reinfdrcements from the other side of the mountains, Another source; from
the effects of which there may be a renewal of hostilitles, is the outrages
which oere committed on the persons of friendly Indiens from revenge or mere
wantonness, There is no necessity for the independent military orgenization
in this district. :

lnjor Garnett, with companies "B and "K;" 9th infantry, left on the
28th ultimo for the purpose of joining Colonel Vright in the field by the
woy of Cowlitz landing, I have sent an express to Fort Vancouver, request=
ing Colonel Morris to have & steamer sont to the mouth of the Cowlitz for
the purpose of taking the companies to the Cascades, mercly stopping at
Voancouver & few hours to obtain some c¢lothing,

Sinoe taking the field on the 13th of Debruery, I have sent to the
reservation about threc hundred Indians, including men; women, and children,
besides those killed in battle and the prisoncrs now o nfined in the guard-
houses, I have built five blook-houses; and constructed seven bridges,
besides meking more than twelve miles of road, Ve have scouted over a
country full of obstacles, and in ell our operations have not lost an enimal
by the enemy. This success must be; in & great measure, attributed to the
zeal, enorgy, and falthful performande of duty on the part of the officers
and men cngaged,

Very reepectfully, your obedient sexvant,
8IIAS CASEY,

Lieut, Col, 9th Infantry, Com'g P. 8, Distrlct
Major General J, E. Wool,
Commond ing Departmont of the Pacific, Benccia, Cal,

Ce

Headquarters, Puget Sound Distriect,
Fort Steilacoom, W, T.,; June 6, 1856,

Capsding I have the honor to enclose, for tho information of the
commanding general, two commnig¢ations from Dr, Tolmie, of the Puget Sound.
company, on the subjeot of the murder of a friendly Indian by & volunteer,

A few days since an old Indian was most wantonly shot by @ volunteer
in the town of Steilecoom, He had been employcd by a white men to bring
over @& horse from one of the neighboring islends, ond was just getting out
of his canoe, The men was teken up by the civil authorities, and I confined
him in the guardehouse.s Inasmuch as the Indlaen is in a fair way of recovery
the man was bailed out on the 4th instant,

Not long since, two Indians, while in chains, were shot down in Olympia
and a few doys esince, threc friendly Sno-quclemie Indians were most wantonly
shot down near Seattle, it is supposed by o mon nemed Collins, These severa
murders have gaused great excitement among the Indiens on tho reservation,
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I have oxerted myself to quiet them, and have offercd to the civil
authorities the use of my guard-house for the confinement of any of these
lawless desoradnes, who are constantly endangering the peace of this
frontier, regardless of the lisbility of the Indians retaliating upon
innocent persons,

_ The scuaw wiom I mentioned as having sent out frou Beat tle has returned
Eight men, six women, and a number of children were brought in by her means.
They have gone to the reservation,

I expeot to leave on the 9th in the steomer Hencock or Hassechusetts
for Bellinghm bay, FortvTowmsend, and the northemn portion of the Sound,
I shall be absent only a few days,

Very respectfully, your oledient servant,

SILAS CASEY,
Licut, Cole 9th infantry, Com'g Pe 8, District,
Captaln De Re Jones,

Ags't Adj't Gen'l, Headq'rs Dep't Pacificg,
Benecia, California,

Pe S¢ The recruits for the twp Q%Epanies of the 4th infantry at this
post have not yet been sont over, uld like very much to have them, as
mny commond as been lescened co of late, A

® o

s

D.

Headquarters, “uget Sound Distriot,
Tort Stellacoom, Ve Tey June 20, 1856,

Captain: I have the honor to report, for the information of the
general commanding the department, that nothing espeoiel has transpired sing
my laat commmnigation, Ileven Indiens, including men, women, and children,
who have been hidden on the Puyallup, were brought in yesterday; I shall
send them to the reservation,

Governor Stevens still rctains a portion of his volunteers in servige
in this district, I signified to him, some time since, my readiness to
ocoupy @ll those points now held by his men, and vhich I comsider, in any .
way; necessary for the protection of the country within the region of recent
pga%ilipiea. I do not consider the service of ouy voluniteers cs having been
necessery ot all for more than twoe months past,

On the 1l4th of larch lest, as will be seen by my commmnication on the
19th of that wonth, transmitted to department headquarters, I requested
Governor Stevens te issue his proclamation calling out two companies of
volunteers to be mustered into the service of the United States for four
months, unless sooner discharged, and informéng the governor at the same
time, that I congsidered the volunteers csked for sufficient, with the
regular troops, for all reiuired purpeosesy my call was refused, ZTime hes
shown that my views were correct, and I sghould have disbanded them some time
sinces I do not kmow the exnct amount of tho forces which hove been kept up
in this district by Governor Stovens, but I believe it has amounted to
several hundred men, with a due allowance of field and staff officers, etec,
I have heard that the military lisbilities already foot up to $1,400,000,
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/ The men who committed the atrocious murders of three fiiendly
Sno-gual-mie Indians near Seattle are still at lerge, one of them o volunteer.
The Indians were employed ot the time by two white men to paddle them up the
river in @ canoe, Vhile the men were abseont on some bus iness, the Indians,
as I have becn informed, were murdered while begging for mercy., A friendly
Chehalig Indien was killed om the 1l4th ingtant ot the lound prairie by one
of the volunteers,

I have enclosed a map of the seat of hostilities in this district so
far as lmown at present,

I returned from Bellinghem bay and the northern part of the Sound on
the 14th instant,

A map of Washington Territory west of the Cascade range of mountains
is now being prepared, Vhen finished I will enclose 1t, and at the same
time point out the situation for the permenent post, which I gonsider neces-
sary for the defence and security of this portion of the Territorys :

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SIIAS CABEY, |
Lieut, Cols ©th Infantry, Comlg P. S District,

Capt, D, Re Jomes,
Ass't Adj't Gen'l, Hecdq'rs, Dep't Pacific,
Benecia, California,

B

Headquarters, Northern Diatrict, Dep't of the Pacific,
Cemp on the Na=-chess River, W. Te, June 11, 1856,

Sirs On the 8th instent o party of Indiens, numbering thirty-five men,
with a chief at their head, poid a visit to my comp, These Indians are living
high up in the mountains, on the branches of the Na-ghess, They do not con-
sider themselves under the authority of any of the great chiefe of the Yakima
nation, They heove not been engaged in hostilities, and evinced the most
friendly disposition,

On the 9th instant a party of fifteen Indiens, with their chief, from
the neighborhood of the Priests' rapids, came to see me, The chief presented
me & letter from Father Pandosy, It appears that these Indians at the come
mencement of the war were living at the Atah-num mission, end fled immediately
to the north, The chief hee numerous testimonials as to his firm attachment
to the white people and his unwavering fiddlity in our cause,

I also received deputations, heeded by chiefs, from several other smal ler
banda, one of them living far to the north, near the British possessiouns,
They all exgressad the strongest desire to cultivate our friendship,
have had nothing to de with the war thus far, and do not wish to be involved
in it should hostilities continue in the Yekima country. They doubtless fore
see that in all probability their own country might become the thentre of

%pg§ations. I have mede perfectly satisfactory errangements with a2ll these
ndians,
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For several days no signs of Yakima Indians had been seeny everything
wes quiet when, on the evening of the 8th, two men came to me from the chigéf
Owhi, saying, that himself and other chiefs would come in on the next day,
These men brought in two horses belonging to the volunteer express recently
gent over from the Sound, The men remained with us, and on the evening of
the 9th Ow~hi, Kemiakin, and Te~vi.as encamped on the oppesite sids of the
river, The chiefs &ll of them sent the most friendly messages, declaring that
they would fight no more, and that they were a2ll of one mind for peace, I
answered them, that if such was the case, they must come and sece me, After
a while Ow-hi and Te-vieas come over, and we had & leng talk about the war,
ite origin, ete, Ow-hi related the whole history of the Wmnlla~WValla treaty,
and concluded by seying that the war commenced from that moment; that the
treaty was the cause of all the deaths by fighting since that time, Owshi
is & very intelligent man., He speaks with great cnergy, is well acquainted
with his subjeot, and his worde carry conviction of truth to hic hearers, I
gpoke to these chiefs = asked themwhat they hed to gein by war? and answered
them by enumerating the disasters which must inevitably befal thems thelr
warriors all killed or dAriven from their country. never to returnj their
women and children stexving to death far to the north where the snow never
melts; bdut if pesce was restored they could live happily in their own country
where the rivers and ground affodd ample food for their subsistencesy etcs I
wes determined to assume towords these chiefs o tone of high authozity end
Eowar.. I said, if they nll desired peace they must come to me and do wll
hat I required of thems thot I had a force sufficient to sweep them f rom
the face of the earth, but that I pitied the poor Indlan; that I waswwilling
to spare them to make them happy, provided they would comply with all my
domands, etc, I have never seen Indians apparently more delighted than these
chiefs were, They expressed their highest scatisfaction with everything I said
to them, We have fixed upon five deys as the time allowed for the Indians
all to assemble hers, propared to surrender everything which hog been cape
tured or stolen from the white people, and to comply with sueh other demands
as I may then make,

With regard to Kamiakin, he did not gome over, but remained during the
conference on the opposite bank, He sent me the strongest assurcnces of
friendship, and his determination to fight no more, This wes confirmed byth
by Ow=hi and Te~jyéasg

I am fully persuaded that all three of the chicfs are for peace,and I
doubt not I shal. soon settle everything satisfactorily, 3But I em in no hurry
they must be made to see and feel that they are completely in my power; that
they are, as I told them, "children in my hands,¥

I told the two chiefas to pay to Kamiekin that if he wished to unite with
them, and make peace, he must come to megy if he did not do so, I should regar
him 28 an enemy,; and pursue him with my troops, I sald to them that no Indian
should be & chilef in this country, without coming to my cemp.

Skloom and Show=aewy, the two other chiefs in this country, have crossed
the Columbia, and gone to the Palouse couniry, They properly bolong in that
gount.ry. Their people have rcmained here, and are incorporated with Ow-hi's

wd. : H

I think everything bids fair for an early ond satisfactory termination
of this war, ZKamiakin says but 1little, is proud, end very jealous of his
rights, Heretofore he has always been friendly to the white people, but
habitually distent and reserved in his intercourse with them, I must humble
him, and meke him feel that hereafter his position 2s chief cen only be
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maintained by hie faithful adherence to our cause,

Rumors had reached me, some days previous, that Leschi, with & band of
Iisqually Indians was on this side of the mountaing, and i was trying to
communicate with him, when I found he had come in without any agency on my
art, He came with Ow-hi and Te-i-ag, He s2yc he came over with about
gwenty warriors, with their women and cghildren, lg is decidedly for pesce,
This man Ieschi is connected with Ow=hi's people by marriage; and 1f peace
is made, he is perfectly willing to go wherever I sey - either to the Bound,
or to remain with Ow-hi, I think he would prefer the latter, and perhaps .
that would be the best disposition that could be made of him, ,

After very great labor, the bridge over the lNa-chess is this doy com~
pleted, The river is broad, ot one point twelve fect deep, and & velocity
of eight oxr nine miles an hour, It is made on trestles, and may stand forx
& long times but should the welter rise very high, the floating logs would
much endanger its safety,

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
Ge WRIGHT
Colonel, 9th Infantry, Commanding,
captain D‘ R. JD!IGB, A. J'.‘_Q G".,
Headquarters Dept of the Pagifio, Benecia, Cal,

_ P
Headquerters, Northem District, Dept. of the Pacific,
Camp on the Yekima river, We T. Kittotag Vailay, June 20, 1856,

Sirs In my lest commmication (¥o, 13}) which I had the honor to address
to department headquarters on the llth inatant, I reported the visit of the
chiefs Ow~hi and Te-ieas and thelr promise to come in at the expiration of
five days, I have no question ag to their sincerity and strong desire for
peace, and I am &t & loss to Imow the reason of their failure; however, such
is the fact, I hove not secn amy of those Indians pincee The chief told me
that they had sent & messenger over to the Sound, and they seemed very anxious
to hear from there before they came ing but whether they did or not, they
were to come in at the expiration of five days,

I now learn from Governor Stevens that OCw-hi and Te~i-as some three monthe
since made overtures of peacc and desired to pess over into the Sound distriet
that several measages have possed between them; and that the governor's last
mesoage invited them to meet him &t & point west of the Cascades, After the
last visit of the chiefs to my camp I did not relax my labors on the bridge
across the Nawchess, The difficulties were greater than I anticipated; afte:
bridging the main stream; o dense undergrowth of six hundred yards had to be
out through and five or six omaller bridges made, However, on the evening
of the 17th the road was openecd,

On the morning of the 18th I crossed the Ne-chess with eight companies,
(one dragoons, one artillery, two of the 4th infantry, end four of the 9th’
infantry,) 450 rank and file, ond marched north over a breoken country nine
miles, and encamped on the Ve-noss, Yesterday morning I marched at sumrise,
and %111 pursuing & northerly course, crossecd two ranges of mountning over
a very rocly cnd steep trail, vhere the mountoin howitzer had to be dismounted
and packed, and arrived in this valley (17 miles) at 2 pe me On our march I
saw no Indiens today, I have scouting partics out exploring the country,
This is a very fine velley, come twenty miles in diameter, several branches
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of the Yakima flowing through it, It ig almostventirely surrounded by high
mountaing, some of them now covered with snow,

I hoeve made a parsonai exanmination of the lia-chess to its mouth, from
thence up the Yekime to the fisheries, the military road and the Ve-ness
riversy and I now cccupy with my troops all the great valluy,.

Major Garnett joined me om the 13th, with companics B and K, 9th infantry.
I left Brevet Liecutenant Colonel Steptoe with three companies to occupy |
"Fort llaechess,” This is en important spot ez & depot, and within eesy merches
of the great fisheries,

I do not despair of ultimately reducing these Indians to sue for peace.
I believe they really desire it, and I must find out what outside influence
is operating to keep them from coming in, I ghall probably stey in this
valley several doys. This is on unknowm region, and I have to feel my ways
but when the campaign is over I hope te present a good sketch of the country,

Iy men are much in want of some erticles of clothing, especilally shoes,
stockings and overalls; I pray that the quartermasters may be able to keep a
supply on hand, Shoes,, partiocularly those pessed, last but a fow days merchin
over sharp roclm,

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

G’. ‘ti‘l-liG'}ITs
Colonel 9th Infuntry, Commending,
C&pt&iﬂ D. R. Jonea. A. A. G.'
Headquarters Dept of the Pacific, Benecia, Cal,

—

Go

Headquartorg, Department of the Pacific,
San Francisco, Jamary 19, 1856,

Sirs Herewith you will receive cpecial order lio, 6 for your present
zuidance,

- The general commanding expects to be at IFort Vangouver before the season
for operations against the Indians commences, when he will communicate his
plang and instructions more fully; meantime he wishes you to gather all the
information possible about the country to be occupied in the spring, teking
es a bosiy one military post somewhere necar VWallu-Valle, and one near the
Seelah figheries, to be the principal cnes, ond perhaps o smoller pest some-
where between the Seelah fishories and Fort Dalles = say at the Yalime
mission, or on the Bimcoe river, By the next mailthe general will send you a
mep of the country and some recliable topographical information concerning
the principal points, from which the fisheriecs aond grazing grounds can be so
guarded as to ke'p the Indians from them,

Acting Asplstent Surgeon Homwond will be discharged on the arrival of
Assistent Surgeon Suckley at Fort Dalles,

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Bs De TOWNSEND,
Agsistent Adjutant General,
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Py Sy = The commending general desires me to add, that he has no
authority to recognize any volunteers or to receive them into gservice,
He trusts the number of regular troops in the department will be ample ‘\\\\

without them,
B, D, TOVNSEND
Assistant Adjutant éenaral.

Headquarters, Dopartment of the Pacific,
Jan Francisco, Joanuary 19, 1856,

(Special Orders Yo, 6.)

1. Colonel George Vright, 9th infantry, ic assigned to the commend of
Fort Vancouver, where he will for the present make his headquarters, le
will also exercise & sulervisory control over Forts Dalles and Steilocoon,
and the section of the country on the Columbia river and £uget's Sound,

2¢ As soon as practicable after his arrival at Fort Vancouver, Colonel
Vright will make a gritical inspection of all the public supplies; includ=
ing horses and mules at Forts Vancouver and Dalles, Should he discover
that any supplies or animals are wanting for an efficient campaign in the
Indian country east of the Cascade mountains, he will cause the proper staff
officers to make requisitions for such supplics or animals, to be approved
by himself, on the chiefs of staff at department headquarters - lajor Cross,
chief guartermester, Hajor Iee, chief commispary, Lieut, Coloncl Ripley,
ghief of ordnance, and Surgeon Byrne, medical director, Ie will also report
fully upon all these points to the commending general,

3¢ It having been reported that department special orders lo, 92, of
lovember 16, 1855, fus not been complied with in regard to the qQuartermaster
department, the particular attention of Colonel Wright is directed thereto
that its provisions may be promptly complied with,

4, Ceptain Ord's company B, 3d artillery, will be ordered to return
without delay to Beniciam barracks, The detzchment of Gompany I, 34 artiller;
will be ordered to return with it to the Presidio of Ban Francisco,e

Lieutenant Colonel 8, Cesey, with two companies 9th infantry, is
assigned to Fort Steilacoom, Lieutenant Coloncl Casey will meke himself
acquainted with the state of affairs on Puget's Sound, and will, as soon as
possible, report through Colonel Wright a plan of operations in that cusrter,
the force required, and points at which it noy bve expedient to establish
temporary or permanent posts, keeping in view, for instance, Bellingham bay
and Vhite river, It is expected that the moa% active, efficient measurea
will be adopted with reference to a speody termination of the war,

By commend of Major General Wools

ke, D, TOVNSEND,
Agpistent Adjutant General,

Headquarters, Department of the Pacific,
Benicia, California, July 4, 1856,

Colonels For the information of the Licutcnant General commanding the
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Army, and the War Department, I herewith transmit a copy of the letter of
instructions to Colonel George Wright, 9th infentry, commanding in the
Yakime country. in the Territory of Washington,

It wes my intention to have roturmed to that region to superintend the
military operations east of the Cagcades, but I have been prevented by i11
health, which rendered me inoapeble of susteining the fatigue.

I em; very respectfully, your obddicnt servant,

JOIM E, WOOL,
liajor General,
Licute Cole Le Thomasy A. A. Gey
Headquarters of tﬁo Army, New York,

Headouarters Department of the Pecific,
Benigia, California, July 35, 1856,

Colonel: I am directed by Major General Yool, commending the depart-
ment, to aclmowledge your letters of the 8th, 1llth, and 20th ultimo,
gays "that vhile the anticipated; by your letters of the 8th and 1lth,
a speedy termination of the war with the Yaklmes, he was surprised to learn
by the letter of the 20th of their suddem disappersnce from the Ne-chess
river, and, 28 it would secem, although comprising o large force, their
whereahouts, or the direotion they had taken to elude your vigilance, had
not heen traced,

"It would appear, however, from yours of the 20th, that an ouiside ine
fluence had been exerted to prevent the Yaldmop from coming in, ag you
previously onticipated, The commanding gencrol, in his commmication of
the 16th June, ceutioned you against the vhites in your rear, from whom he
thinks you have es much to approhend as the Indians in your fpont, Ile thini
you ought to have discovered from your first interview with Governmor Curry
and the unfortunate Governor Stevens that it was never their intention that
the war with the Indiens should be brought to a close by regular troops.
Hence their keeping in the #ield volunteers whon there wes not the slightest
necessity ¢v couseto Justify it, :

"Tieut, Cole Casey notificd Govermor Stevens some time oingce that
volunteers were not sded for the defence of the ihhabitants of Puget's
Sound, end that he sufficient foree to guord all the points necessary
in that district, 8till, cs it appesrs, Stevens has now geveral hundred
men in the fields and by thélmeil which brought your letter of the 20th
the general received informotion that two hundred velunteers, under Col,
Shew, had becn ordered from Puget's Sound to the Yaldma gountry, and althow
you previously had notified Shuow that they were not required, that they
pessed through the Naechess Pass about the 17th June, which might account
for the unexpected ftis@appecrance of the Indians in your front, Although
this information wes received from & relicble source, the general does not
believe it to be true, and from the fact that you have made no allusion fo
any movement of the volunteers under Col, Show or any one else in your last
communicationg,

"The general, however, with the ample forces under your cormmend, appre=
hends no other evilmthan deley to bring the Irdians to terms, Yet he would
forewarn you that you cannot be too cautious or wary of your double enemy,
If a defeat, or if any sorious disaster should happen to your commond, it
would be & gource of great rejoicing to gorip holders, and especially to
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those who are anxlous for & long war, and who have proelaimed it a God-gend -
to the people of the Territories of Washington and Orogone,”

The general commending also ®calls your attention to indirect reports
which have reached here, thal your main depot of supplies at the Dalles has
been left unguarded, except by a few ocick and disabled men, This the general
does not believe to be true, WVith your ample forces there would be no
necegsity for leaving so important o post as the Dalles unprotectedoor
without troomto defend it, A company, he thinks, would not be too large
a guard for t poste”®

In conclusion, the general says "as the war 'is finished' in Puget's
Sound end in southern Oregon, it only remains to you to give it the¥finishing
stroke, This the generel does not doubt will soon be eccomplished by the
activity, enterprise, and gallantry of yourself and of thomsge under your
command,

"You will recolleot that you have nothing to do with velunteers or
Governor Stevens, If you should find them or amy citizens in your way, you
will arrest, disarm, and send them out of the Yakima country.®

Licute Col. lorris, commending at Vancouver, has been prdered to send
the recruite now at his post to increase the guard of the Ddlles, unless he
has information that you have left & company for that purpode.

I am, Bir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ve Wo HACKALL,
Ao Ay General,
Col, George VWright, 9th Infantry,
Come District of Columbis River and liorthern Oregon,

Headquarters Depertment of the Pacific,
Benicia, Caol., Jlly 19, 1856,

S8irs In the absence of linjor General Wool, confined by severe indisposi-
tion at Nepa Springs, I am directed to report that the Indians (lately
hostile) in northern California snd southern Oregom, have all surrendered,
to the number of 1,225, and are now under guard and protection of the troops
on their way to the coast reservation,

The three passes from this reservation will be c¢losed and held by es
meny posts - one, on the Yamkill, 20 miles from Dayton; the second, as
near Cowallis; and the third, near the mouth of the Sinselaw,

From the Upper Yakima river Colonel Vright reports (July 1) that some
68ixty Indians heve sought his camp, consented to go with their families to
guch place @8 he would designate, mnd have been directed to Fort Na-chess.
From these Indians he learns that"pence party is increasing, and that the
most influentisl of the hostile chiefs, Kimiekin, with difficulty keeps his
party together,

The coleonel continues his merch to the mountains, beyond which, on &
large river well stocked with salmon, this chief has established his people,

Affaira on Puget's Sound are in the some state es at the general's lest
report,
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So soon ag his health permits, the general will send o detailed report,
meking mention of such officers and troops as deserve ocomendation, =nd ghoy
ing the oontinudngmischief from the double negotiation and war with the
Indians by the authoritiecs of the Territory and those of the United States,

1 have the honor to be, gir, very respectfully,
| Your obedient servant,

w; U. MKAIIL.
Agsistant Adjutant General,
Lieut, Colenel L., Thomag Ae Aes Generel,
Headquarters of the Armv, New York,

July 204 = The health of the general is so much worse that he yesterday
sent out orders for the retirn of Surgeon Byrne %o the Springs,

=S

Headquarters Department of the Pacifio,
Benicia, August 4, 1856,

Colonels Owing to 111 health, with which I ha¥e been afflicted for
more than five weeks, I find myself unzble to fulfill the promise contained
in the communication of Uejor Mackell, dated the 19th ulte I can therefore
do but little more than forward the enclosed corresondence, which I come
mend to the attention of the ILieutenant Generel commanding the army, and
tho Secretary of Wer., It will show, to some oxtent, the difficulties ime
poved on the regular officers by the efforts om the part of Governor Stevens
to prolong the war against the Indians, who are peaceably ineclined, and
would not mkke war on the whites if the latter would exhibit towardsthem
the common feelings of humanity, and the authorities of Veshington Territory
would treat them with ordinary justice, Governor Stevens ig orazy, end does
not know what he is doings and Governor Curry's satellites go for extermine
ating the Indians, Between the efforts of the two governors and their
coadjutors to defeat thb regulars in their cndeavors to restore peage and
maintain it, by a judicious disposition of the troops, they lmve o very
arduous and difficult task to perform,

Although Governor Stevens hes been again and again notified that hig
volunteers were unnecessary to proteot or defend the inhabitants of Puget's
Sound, he still keeps several hundred volunteers in the field, ond recently
sent Colonel Shaw with, it ig said, two hundred volunfeers to the Walloe
Valle country, In doing this, his object (for there tre no whites in that
country to protectoor defend.s was to provoke o continuange of the werfrith
the Walla-Wallas, etcey and to plunder the Indiens of their horses and
cattlee I have ordered Colonel Vright, as soon as he completed his Arrangee=
ments with the Yaldmes ang Klikaetats, to hasten with all bossible despatch
%o the Walla=Walla country, and to order Stevens! voulnteers out of the
country, In case they refused to g0y Yo arrest, diserm, and send them out
of the country, See my instructions to Colonel Vright, Marked No. 13 also
my instructions to ILiout, Colonel Casey, with his correspondence with
Governor Stevens, enclosed, marked Noe, 2 also & gorrespondence with kssars,
Tandler & Co,, marked No, 3, which will thow that Governor Stevens is mald
arrengementes to continue the war in his Territory; also Colonel Wright's
Sorrespondence, marked Nog, 16, 17, 18 and 19, giving a history of events
frrom the 3d to the 18th of July, which contains much interesting and valuable
informetion; and, finally, Lieut, Colonel Casey's report, marked o, 4, in
reference to the establishment of posts, and the best means of effecting a
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permanent defence of Puget's Sound country, All of which I could hqze
might claim attention, and especially so much ap related (0 permene!
poste, which I have no right to establish without the semetion of the
Secretary of War,

T am, 8ir, very respectfully, your cbedient servant,

JOHH E- 'WOQI-;
In jor General.
lieut, Colonel I, Thomas, A, A. General,
Headquarters of the Army, lew York,

P. 8, Notwithstanding Governor Stevens's volunteers, I have not the
glightest apprehensions that Colonel Wright will have any difficulty with
the Vella=-Walles, or neighboring tribes,

JOIY B, WOOL,
linjor Generel.

TR e,

Hendquarters Department of the Pacific,
Benbola, Cale; August 2, 1856,

-8irs I have to ackmowledge the reoeipt of your letters of the 7th, 9%th
and two of the 18th of July.

(NO'. 1--)

lMajor General Vool congretulates you on your successful temination of
the woar with the Yakimas and Klikitats, lle direets that two (inotead of
one) posts be established in the Yakime countrys one of thesd] garrisoned
by three (3) companies, the other hy one, ond this latter to be in the
vicinity of the Atshman mission,

As poon as you huve arrenged matters with the Yakimes and Klikitats, the
general desires you, with the leant possible delay, to conduct an expedition
of five or six companies against the Valla=Wallas ete., Having arranged all
diffioculties with those tribes; then esiablish the poat, as before directed,
in the WallaeWalla country, and direet the dragoons to make excursions to
give protection to emigrants aporoaching Oregon ox Washington Territory.

"No emigrants or other whites, " gays the general, exvept the 'Hudson Bay
Company,*' or othor persoms having ceded rights from the Indians, willbbe
permitted to settle or reomain in the Indian country, or on land not coded
by treaty, confirmed by the sencte, end approved by the President of the
United States®

"These orders are mot, however, to apply to the miners engaged in
collecting gold at the Colville mines,” The miners will, however, be noti=-
f£iod that should they interfore with the Indiang "or their squews, they will
be punished znd sent out of the country.*

"It eppears that Colonel Shew, from Puget's Sound, with his volunteers,
has gone to the Walla=Walla country, His men can only be subsisted by
plundering the Indians in that country.® Colonel Vright will order them
out of the country by the way of the Dalles, If they do not go immediately
they will be arrested, disarmed, and sent out,

1 am, 8ir, very respectfully, your obedient serbant,

| We We HMACKALL, :
‘Golonel george wright Assistant Adjutant General,
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8irs Your letters of July 1llth amd 2lst, the latter enclesing your
gcorrespondence with the governor of Veshington Territory, have becn sub-
mitted to Major Gemeral Vool, who direots me to give his approval of the
seleotions you have made for the permanent posts of your distriet, vizs
Steilacoom ond Billingham bay, and either Ludlow, Townsend, or Discovery,
as may finally seem best to you, Five companies are all that can be
spared, and you will arrange the gerrisons of those posts accordingly.

The major genoral directs me to express the surprise he felt after
reading the above letter of the 1ith, in which you report "everything
quiet,; and no indications of hostile Indiang,® and "the time has now ar=-
rived whon a disposition of the thoops should be made for the permanent
defence,® etc., end neme the three posts @bove epecified as proper and
sufficient to that end, to find youg on the 18th instant offering to
occupy the posts at Montgomery and Selim prairie, (neither being emong
your specified points,) about to be abandoned Wy the volunteers from
Waghington Territory,.

Yo new acts of hostility appear to haye made this change in your
déspositions elther necessary or judiclous, as none such are mentioned in
your still more recent letter of the 21lst, where you "reiterate"” that there

"hos been no necessity for any volunteers in the Puget's Sound district for
many monthes paste®

The major general cennot see why you should ocoupy posts on the 18th
instant which you thought unnecessary on the 1lth, and which had been held
by volunteers whose services were deemed unneoessary as late as the Zlst,

In conclusion, I am directed to say, "you will recollect that you have
nothing to do with Governor Stevens or volunteers, and hereafter all com-
munications from governors of Territories must be tronsmitted immediately
to the major gemeral for his declsiong® ;

The general desires Captain Keyes, 3d artillery, to be ordered by you
to resume his station at the Presidio of Ban Francisco, so soon as you can
opare his company, .

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ve Wy MACKALL,
Aggsistant Adjutant General,

Lieutenant Colonel 5, Casey,
9th Infantry, Commanding District of Puget's Sound,
Fort Steilacoom, We Te

Headquarfers, Puget's Sound Distriet, :
Fort Stellacoom, We L4 July 21, 1806,

lajors I have the honor to enclose, for the information of the general
commanding the deparitment,; a copy of o communication received by me from
Governor Stevens on the 18th instant, with a copy of my reply.

I will reiterate what I have already communicated to dopariment head=
qnart?rs, vizes that there has been no necessity for any volunteers in the
oty - -
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Puget's Sound district for several months pasty and further, that there
never has been, since my arrival here, on the 3lst of January last, any
necess ity for more than two companies of those troops, had they been
organized according to the infantry of the reguler amy and mustered into
the service of the United States,

Very roopectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASLY,
~ Lite Uol, 9th Infantry, Com'g Puget's Sound District,
Major Ve We Magkall, .
Ass't Adj't Gen,, Headq'vs;Dep't of the Pacific
“ Benicia, C&lifornia..

Exogutive O0ffice,
Territory Jf Washington,

8irs I am desirous to turn over to you Fort Hicks, (lontgomery's,) and
haye directed Captain Swindall to confer with you in relation to it

Quartermaster General Miller will move the stores to the town of Steilaw-
coom,

The Steilacoom company will be mustered out of service as soon &s Fort
Hicks, of which it comstitutes the gorrison, is received by yous

Orders have been issued to muster out of service the guard at the
Nisqually ferry block-house, the company at Skookum bay, the companies at
the Cowlitz, and in Clark county,

I am desirous that you should occupy with your comuend the posts on the
line of the Sndqualmie, at present held by Major Van Bokkelin with his
command of about ninety mon. ir terms of service willexpire in some few
weoksy A company of fifty meny 1 think, be adequate to the duty.

If 1t will be incompatible with your views to ocoupy that line, I propos
on the expiration of the term of enlistment of liajor Van Doldkelin's command,
to organize e new company of about fifty men to hold the line,

Truly end respectfully,
ISAAC I, STEVENS,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

Lieutenant Colonel 8ilas Caaey,
Commending Puget's Sound District, Fort Steilacoon,

True copy?l
RICHARD ARIIOLD,
First Lieutenant, Third Artillery, Ae De C,

Heedquarters, Puget's Sound District,
"~ ¥ort Steilacoom, Ve Tep July 18, 1356,

' Governor: Your communication respeoting JFort Hioks and other matters
has just been received,

On the lst of Jume I informed Colonel Shaw (and & short time after, *
o communication, yourself) that I was ready at amy time $o occupy the
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stations at liontgomery's ond the Yelln prairie when you were prepared to
give them up, I am ready now to carry out that offer, and early next week
will send troops to iLlontgomery's.

I dp not consider any other points within the reglen of reoent hostile
ities than those ooccupied by me at present end the stations ot “ontgomery's
and the Yelin, in any mamer necessary for the protection of the froantier,

ot comsidering asny troops necessary on the Snmoqualmie line et present,
I decline ordering any there,

SILAS CASEY,
Lieutenant Colomel, linth Infantry,
Commanding Puget's Sound District,.
His Excellency I. I. Stevens,
Governor of VWashington Territory, Olympia, Ve ¥
, RICHARD ARIOLD,
Lieutenant,; and A, Ds C,

San Frangisco, July 29, 1856,
Dear Sirs Liout, Colonel He Re Crosbie, old to Governor Stevens,

of Weshington Territery, is in our city to make purchases on account of the
present Indien war in that Territory. Will you be kind enough to advige

us whether we would be safe in selling them 20,000 worth of goods? Vould
the gomeral govermment at Weshington recognize the debt? Ixcuse our audbei
in so addressing yous

Your most obediont servants,

(HO'. 5)

. TANDLER & Coe
lMajor General Wool, .

Trve copys RICHARD ARNOLD,
lat Lieutemant 34 Artillory,As D. Co

Al I b e

Chief ‘uartermaster's 0ffico, Dept. of the Pacii
Boniecia, July 30, 1856,

Gentlemeont In reply to your letter of the 20th instant, the commanding
general has directed me to sgy that he lmows of no war in Veshington
Territory in which Governor Stevens is engaged, as there are suffigient
United States troops in the Territory to quell Indian hostilities, Any
gontract that Governor Stevens may make undervthese gircumstances will be
illegal, and in his opinion will not be sanctioned by Congress.

Very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant,

C. CROSH,
e jor and Quar termaster.
Vessrs, Tandler & Coes
San Franclscoe

True eopys RICHARD ARNOLD,
1st Lieuteonant 3d Artillery, As De Cq

7
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(Woo 4) Hoadquarters, Puget Sound Dis trict,
Fort Steilacoom, Ve Te, July 11, 1856,

Uajor: I have the honor to report that I shall transmit, for the
information of the general oommand?ng the depertmenithe map of the Territory
mentioned in a former communication, Inasmuch as 1% would be injured by
folding, I shall sond it by express,

I have just returned from visiting the stotions of my district, (seven
in number.) I find everything quiet, and no indications of hostile Indians,
luckle Shute has two block-houses, and an excellent stockade, and I have
directed that log quarters for one company be constructed at that place,

We have an excellent road from lMuckle Shute to Thomes' Ferry, and i have
caused a bridgse to be comstructed eeross White river, near the forks of that
and the Green river, the only point where one could be erected without great
labor and expense, After the quarters at the luglde Shute are finished, eand
a new trail opened to Porter's prairie, one coupany will be sufficient to
oocupy that post, and the dependent blockehouses,

The Indians at the fishewelr appear heppy end contented, I heve directed
another weir to be made on the Blaeck river, to provent fish from ascending
the Cedar river, The war in this distriot hos goasocd, and will not be remewe
unless induced by the whites, I think the Indiens here have an acule ap-
preciation of kind and just treaitment,

Tnasmuch og the time hes now arrived when a disposition of the troops
should be made for the permenent defence and security of this Territory west
of the mountains, I will indicete in & brief manner those points which, in
nmy opinion, should be oocoupieds, First, there should be a post in this
vicinity, of four companies, £{s regards ifs exact locality, in my opinion
Nisqually would be the most adventageous plece, A post could be erected
there, within one mile of & landing on the Sound, where a wher? might be
built, Tor further information with regerd to it I refer to my commumication
of the 1l4th of February logt,

I em not prepared to say that a permanent post will be necessary at the
Muckle Shute or vicinity., 3By keeping o good supply of land iransportetion
at the goat in this vicinity, (and especially after the roads shall have
become improved,) in my opinion, the necesslty of & permenent peost at or in
the viecinity of that point will be obviated,

It will be prudent, however, to ocoupy that point and the two neighbozi ng
blook=houses for some time yets while so ocoupied, they can be considered
ag dependencies of this post,

In the next place, I would recommend & post either at Fort Ludlow, Fort
Townsend, Port Discovery, or some point in that viecinity, as further exomina-
tion may determine, This post will have regerd to the northern Indiens
who may @me to the Sound for depredating purposes, as well as to the numer-
ous tribes who inhabit between those points and the Pecific,

The third post should be at Bellingham bay, @s neer the coal mines as
8 good location could be found, One important condition in the logation of
these posts should not be overlooked; they should be at points eamsy of
agoeess for vessels at any time of tide, and at the same time well protected
from the winds and waves, A steamer of five or six hundred tons burden,
capable of © speed of fifteen miles per hour, I consider indispensably
negessary, in connexion with the posts, for the proper defence of the Sound,
.\qfi?;boat should be subjeet to the orders of the senior officer stationed on

;
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the Sound, end would be employed in transporting troops #o any threatendd
point for the purpese of repelling any irruption of the northern Indians, or
of promptlyuelling any disturbance which might arise with our own Indians,

A1l the supplies requisite for the posts, from Ban Francisco, could be
transported on this boat, emd coal and wood for her use can be obtainsd on
the Sound cheep, and in ebdmdence, It would be the best economy to have a
boat built in New York expressly for the purpose required.

In the end it will prove & great extravogance on the part of the general
govermment to neglect in any menner the proper defence of & remote frontier
like this; and one chief recson is, that If so neglected; & pretext will
always be afforded to a territorial executive to incur and extravagont and
umecessary expenditure of the public money,

Very respectfully, your obedient gervant

SILAS CASEY,
I.It. 001. gth Iﬂf&ltl‘y‘, CD.. P. B‘ Diﬂt.
Major W, W. Mackell,

Ae Ao Geney Depts of the Pacific, Benicia, Cal,
True copys

RICHARD ARNOLD,
Lieut. and Ae Do C.

(Yoo 16.)
Headquerters, Northern District, Depte of the Vest,
Camp on the Venatcha river; Ve :i:.-. July 7o 18564

Sips On the 34 instant I broke up my cemp on the Upper Yakima, near the
"Snoqualmie " Paps, forded the river without accldent, marched five miles,
and halted for the night, Harching at swrise, on the 4th, our course lay
east of north, following a tributary of the Yakime until I moached the base
of the mountains, During this day's march the repeated erossing and recrosgi
the stream rendered our progress slow, and, after marching twelve miles,
finding myself at the point whore the route deflects from the water-courses
and takes a direction north over the mountaing, I encamped for the night,
Resuning our march early on the 5th, we began to cxperience some of the dife
ficulties which our Indian guides had enumerated, The mountains are very higl
the trail frequently obsctructed by messes of fallen trees, which had to be
removed by atﬁianear party, Agaoin the trail runs along the sides of o
mountain, with barely room for o oingle enimal, and occesionally, the stones
and gravel yielding to the Pressuree & mule with its pack would roll down the
prec gine. After marching twelve miles, we encamped in the mountaing, larch.
ing at daylight on the morning of the 6%11, for the distance of five miles,
the trail was far worse then that of the preceding day, ‘However, we soon
struck a stream and, following its bed and crossing it frequently, at last
ascended @ high mountain which overlools this valley, into which I decended,
¥ and encamped at 1 p, m,

48 I approached, the chiefs who had visited mo on the Yalkime came out to
meet me, also the priest, Pendesey, They assured me thot everything was
progressing favorably, and that a large number of Indiens, with their families
were on the other mide of the river fishinge, After I hed encomped, the chiefy
and » ke f woppiors same over to have a talky they appear to have no
» : all I mey require, They say that they will all

* I require ity but they express great apprehons
wmd would prefer to stay here for ewhile, wtil

i
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they can ley & good supply of salmon, when they would all go to the
I{it{itaa t?-wiugtar. I have exemined all the fishing plages south of this,.
and there are none to compare with thisg, at this season of the year, These
Indiens have alwaeys been in the habit of fishing here, but moving further
south to winter, This river iz considered as the nor%hem boundary of the
Yakima country, But few Indions ore living north of this point as far as
the British posseoslons,

If T consent for these Indians to remain herc temporarily to fishy I shall
require hostages for their good behavior and complisnce with their promises,

Kemiakin has fled to the Palouse country, and Cw~hi hes gone beyond the
lumbie, and, in all probability, will not attempt to come back before next
winter.

I hoave sent word to the nations heyond the Columbia that they must not
haerbor these renegade chiefaé that if they do they will suffer for it, as
the war may be earried into their country,

The chief Teeiwns ig in my camp, and I shall keep him and his family with
/' mee Although he is a brother to Ow~hi, and fathore-inelaw to EKamiakin, he
7 i3, and always has beem, our good friend, .

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
Ge WVRIGHT
Colonel 9th Infentry, ('.‘omanding.

Captein'@s Re Jones, ;
Agpistant Adjutant CGeneral,
Headquarte re Department of the Pacifig, Benicia, Cal,

True copy:
RICHARD ARNOLD, ;
15t Lieoutenant 3d Artiller, A. D, C4

P o)

(Noe 17,) Headquarters, N, District, Depte of ihe Pacifig,
Cemp on the 6pper Columbia river, V. Te,
July 9, 1856,

Sirs I marched fyxom my oomp on tho Venatche river at sunrise this morning,
Our route along the right bouk of the Venatche wos, at times, almest impracte
icable, the trail passing over rugged mountains, and but & fow inches wide,
where a single false step would precipitate men or beest into the roaring
cataract, five hundred feet below, By working at the trail, and then leading
each animal very carefully, I succeeded in erossing over the whole command,
with baggage, packetrain, and three mountein howitzers, safelys at 3 pe M.
encaumped on the right bank of the Columbia,

Frevious to merching, I made arrangepents for the Indians, with their
famllies and baggage, t0 follow immedintely in rear of our packetrain, with
& company of infantry and & detachment of dragoons as rear-guard, It was
nearly 9 o'clock before the I geguld all get off, They have probably
a thousand horses, and extended five Jailesy With their women and children
of course they move slowe It is impossible at this moment to say how meny
there are in all, I left many to fish, end others will cross over by another
trail, There were all willing to come with me now if Im said soj bubt as they
desire to remain & short time at the fisheries, I had no objections; my
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prinecipal object being to carry off the large mass of the Yakima nédtion,

and locate them permanently, and beyond the possibility of their being
aperated upon by their former chiefs, Such & large number of those people
as 1 now have will not be &ble for avhile to subsist independent of aid

from the govermment, Dispersed over the whole country, they can get along
very wellj but thenm we should have no hold on them for their good behavior,
They have, heretofore, had but little intercourse with the white people,

and that little has been anything but satisfoctory to them, They have usuals«
ly kept their women end children remote as possible from our people, and it
has been a work of great delicagy and laobor to allay their fears and convince
them that I hawe the power =nd the will te protect thom from insulti and
injury, Ouxr success in quieting their apprehecnsions hes exceeded my highest
expectations,

During my halt on the Venatcha, I wes visited by several little parties
of Indians living on streams to the north and east of the Coluwbia, most of
whom hed been in, or sent to me, when I was on the Na-chess, <These Indians
live outside of the Yeldma country, are very friendly to us, and appear very
enxious to cultivate & good understanding, I have given them good advice,
and told them they should not be moleateds

In all my operations recently, the aid I have received from Father
Pendoscy has essentially contributed to our success, He has great ini'luence
with thege Indians, and has exerted himself; both night and day, in bring-
ing matters to their present state, -

Kamiakin, whe plunged these people into war, and was continually boasting
of what he would do, has besely deserted his people and fled, probably to
the Palouse country, His career on this side of the Columbia is ended, I
have two or three good and influential chiefs with those Indians, A new
govermment must bhe erected, vhich will unite all their hearts, and place
them in deadly hestility to tho mefugee chiefs, This can all be accomplished
by the judicious management of the military commander who may be left in
this quarter,

‘ Yery vrespectfully, your most obedient servent,

G. WRIGHT,
~ Colonel 9th Infantry, Commending,
Captedin U, R, Jones; As A, Gey
Heodiuartera, Dep't Pagifie
Benicin, Galifornia.

A true ocopys RICHARD ARNOLD,
Firgt Lieut, Third Artillery, A.D,

(Woe18)
Headquarters, I, District, Dep't of the Pacvifig,
Cemp on Yekima river, Kittites valley, V. T., July 18, 1856,

8irs I have the honor to aclknowledge the receipt of your commumnioation
of the 3d instant, and the pleasurg of reporting that, notwithstanding the
numerous difficulties ©nd embarrassments I have encountered, the war in this
country is c¢losed,

Yhen I lest had the honor te address depeortment headquariters, on the
9th instent, I was on the Upper Columbia, at the mouth of the Venatcha; en
réwdin for this valley. Resuming my merch on the morning of the 10th, three
days brought me to the Yakime river,; and on the 13th I encamped at this place
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Sinece leaving Fort Na-chess, this command hes marched ome hundred and eighty
miles, principally over a rugged mountainous country hitherto unknown to
us, and deemed impracticable for military operations, 3But the patient
endurance of the officers and men overcame every obstocle; we have penetrate
the most remote hidingpleces of the ecnemy, and forced him to ask for mercy,
Desorted by their chiefs, and perseveringly pursued by our troops, the Indien
have no other course eéft them but to surrender, I have now about five
hundred men, women and childrem at this place, with a much larger number of
horges and cattles These Indians of their owmn accord brought in and 'deliver-
ed up all the horses and mules in their possession belonging to the govern-
ment, about twenty in number. WVere it adviseble, I could asseuble & much
larger number of Indiens at this place, but the difficulty of subsisting
them makes it necessary to allow them to ocoupy separate districts of country
where fish and roots can be obtained in sbundance. This river affords them
but few fish at this meeson of the yeari when the sgaluon commenge thelr fal
run they will prepere their winter supplye. Yo the people now with me, I
em compelled to issue at least two hundred and fifty pounds of flour daily,
to enable them to get along, Otill I think 1t botter to do this, tham to
gend them far awey beyond my immediate control, Other Indians are constently
coming ing +this party is the nugleus, the central point around which they
will all gather in the fall, I have had interviews with neerly all of the
Yakime nation, and they are fully impressed with all the folly of their con-
tinuing the wars they have heen made to foel the inoonvenience of it BSo
long ag troops simply moved through their country and retired; it had but -
1ittle effect; the Indians were generally the gainers by its But cbteady
advance over their whole country, remdering it necossary to move their
families and stock, hes hed a different effoct, understendlng as they do that
the couniry is to be permanontly ogcupled,

I have exemined this country pretty thoroughly, and I em somewhat at a
loss te £ix upon & poeition for a permanent military post, The whole country
should be giveon to the Indiansy they require it they cannot live at any
one peint for the whole year, The roots, the berries, and the fish make up
their principal subsistences these are all obtained ot different plmges and
different secasous of the year, Hence ther are frequently changing their
abodes, until fall, when they descend from the mountain districts and estabe
lish themselves in the lower valleys for the winters There is but little
timber on the gtreams, and after the reiny seoson sets in, eerly in December,
the bottom lands all overflow, and the plains are covered with a deep snow,
South from this, the most e¢ligible point for a post is a short distance
beyond the "To ponish,; " where there is good timber for bullding, grass amd
water in abundance, This point is on the southerm boundary of the Simcoe
velley, and at the point of intersection of the trails from Fort Dalles and
the Komee prairie, The Kamas prairie or lake, it will be recollected, is
about thirty miles from the Columbia river, and reached by ascending the -
Klikitat, It is the habitotion of the Klikitots, and it was from that point
cane the war party whioch attocked the poople of the Cascades, The point aboy
referred to has the advantege also 'of commanding both routes to the Columbia,
and holding in check the Kilkitats, who would not be likely to commit any
hostile acts with a military force in their rear, The sesson is rvapidly
weering away, and arrengements for the winter must be made 2s soon as prage
ticeble, The Indians, during the coming winter, must cccupy the warm valleys
end I would suggest that one military post, of four companies, would be eample
until next spring,

Very respectfully, your most obedient servent,

Ge WRIGHT,
Colenel 9th Infantry, Commanding,
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Major We Ve Meokell
Agsistont Adjutant General

Headquarters Depoartment of, the Pacific,
Benigin, California.

True copys
RICHARD ARNOLD,
1st Licutenantydd Artillery, A« D, C,
(¥os 19) Headquerters, N. District, Dept, of the Pacific,

Camp on Yolkima Biver, Kittetas Valley, Ve Tey
July 18, 1856,

8irs Reourring sgain to your commmication of the 3d imstant, I would
remark, that my letter of the 18th gave you nll the information 1 possessed
in relation to the movements of the volunteers under Colonel Shaw from
Puget's Sound, !y prompt reply to Colonel Shaw's letter, before he commencet
his march, declining sll 2id, and informing him that I had an ample force
of regular troops for operations in this country, led me to presume that the
expedition would be cbandoned, Subscquently Colonel Show crosped the mount-
ainy and passed down the Ve~nass; since which I have heard nothing from him,
Vhen in the country, I received no message from him vhatever.

T have not overlooked from the first the evident determination to co=-
operate with the regular forces in bringing this war to a close, and I have
steadilyresisted all advences, Ly efforts have heen rotarded, but not de=-
feated, by what was done,

Kamiakin has gone far awey, and prokably will never again come back,
Ow=hi has gone to the upper Columbia, and probably to the buffalo couniry.
0ld Te=ieos, with his femily, is still on the Columbia, He iz £&n old man
and very timid, but our wvery good friend, His sons and daughters were very
anxious tv come with us, but the old men insisted upon keeping them with
himself until he comes in,

Bofore I marched from Fort Nawchess, I sent an Indien to ascertain the
whereaboute of the "Ilikitets," vhat they were doing, ete, The messenger
has returned and informs me thot they are ot the Kames leke digging rootss
that they are desirous of meeting me, and only awalted for me to fix upon
the time and place, I have sent messengers for them to meet mo at the
Ab-teh-mim Mfission on the 25th instant,

Three friendly Indianz, belonging &b the Cascades, who joined the hosti
party in the atteck, fled when I retook that plmoec, and ore now with the
Klikitats, They must be givon up, end addlitional security for the future
good conduct of the whole bhand,

The Indians who murdered Agent Bolon are not herej they have probably
fled from tho country,

I shall merch for the Ah-ta-mim on the 2lst instent with three companiet
leaving Major Garnett hero with four, A3 a post of obmservation, this point
must be ocoupied until the Indians move to their winter residence,
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With'megard to my depot at Fort Dalles, it is, end always has been,
perfectly safe, Vhen EBolonel Steptoe left there, he left a detachment
nearly edqual to & company, and besides Captain Jorden had more than
one hundred cmployes at his commend, I dircoted Colonel Steptoc to leave
one coupany entire if he deemed it neceosary. lle reported that the guard
he left was ample,

-

Some time since I roceived an application from Lieutenant Derby, through
Captain Vinder, commending ai the Cascades, for a guard for the party at
work on the milltary road, I direeted Captain Vinder to furnish & small
guard, if practiceble, from his company, informing him that it was my design
to send an additional compeny to that point at an early dete. The occupation
of the blook-houses by Captain Winder's gompeny left him nd men to spare for
the guerd, end I had determined, before I received the epplication of lajor
Baghe, with the endorsement of the general, to send down a company as soon a8
I returned from my expedition to the neorth,

J On the 16th instant Brevet lajor Lugenbeel, with company A, 9th infantry,
/ marched from this place, with orders to procecd forthwith to Fort Dalles;
~ the major to essume the commend off that post, and then to detach & subaltern
and sevonteen men te occupy the block-houses at the upper Cascades; Captain
Vinder to ococupy the lower block-house, detailing a subaltern end thirteen
men to remaln constantly encoumped with the party under Lieutenent Derby., The
| omall gentral block-house I haveowdered to be abdandoned, on the representa-
| tions of Captain Vinder that it is entirely unnecessary, and that the pecople
% living there keep the party of soldiers drunk all the timey even his best
men cannot be relied upon,
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
Ge WRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding,
Mejor We Ve Magkall,
Ae Ao Gen,, Headquerters, Dept, Pacific, Benicia, Cal,

Headquarters Deportment of the Pacifie,
Bcniciﬂ., ﬁ'uguﬂt 193 1856,

Colonels By some accident I received no letters from Colonel Wright Wy the
lagt mall from Oregon,

As I anticipated in my report of the 4th instant to the Lieutcnant General
and the Var Depariment, Governor Stevens' volunteers succeeded in their
migslon to the VallseWella country, JFrom their reports, as published in the
Oregon papers, it appears that they attecked a party of Indiasns at Grande
Ronde, some thirty or forty miles from Walla=-Valla, in Oregon Territory
when they defeated the Indians, destroyed their supplies, and captured %hrea
hundred horases. The whole object being to plunder the Indians ond prolong
the war, Colonel Wright was ordered with all possible dispatch to that
coungry,'with orders to arrest, disarm, and send the volunteers out of the
country,

Although their attack and plundering of the Indions may increase our
troubles, I do not apprehond any diffioulty in bringing the Indians to terms,
The Indians arc anxlous for peace, Governor Stevens and the satellites of
Governor Curry are not Lor peace, but & long war and & war of extermination,



21/

Herewith I tromsmit o commmication from Captain Judah, dated August
7th; by which, now that the Rogue River Indians have been removed, it will
be perceived thet some of the whites in nothern Californie are for meking
war against the Indians in that section of the country,

S If the officers of the army could have the expending of ﬂtlf the money
eppropriated for thebenefit of the Indians in Californiz, I sincerecly bee
lieve they could prevent all difficulties between the whites and the
indiens, From the complaints from oll quarters ageinst the Indian Depart-
ment in Celifornia, I can errive at no other conclusion than thet the
affairs of the department ore not judiciously nor efi'iciently managed,

I am, very respecifully, your obedient servant,
JOHII &, WOOL,
Major General,
Licutenant Colonel L, Thomas,
Asst, Adjt, Gen., Hecdquerters of the army, New York city.

A letter from Captein I, M, Judah, 4th Infantry, written at Fort Jones,
California, August 7, 1856, who says command of that pest relinquiszhed to
him that morning by Brevet !ajor Wise, 3d ertillery, and that he waﬂencloain
copy of the Yrelkn Umion containing accounts of engegements between volunteer
and lMobdocs and Des Chmtes Indians,

"As a truthful statemont of ocourences, I cannot believe the article
referred to is at all to be relied on, i1ts gmuixts inconsistencies being
too prominent to require notice, particularly thet which mekes a large
body of Indiens, flushed with vietory, and through which twenty-three
volunteers were forced to cut their way for several miles, rotreat before
General Cosby aand ten men, Tho statement that the volunteers pursued and
endeavored to attack the first body of Indisns they encountered is signife-
lcant, and entirely sustains me in my opinion of the character of the entire
oxpeditions .. That the expedition wes unautlorized by the circumstances
upon which the necescity for 1t was based, io the opinion of every candid
and honest citizen with whom I have conversed upon the subject, 1t was
possible, through the oxercise of & proper discretion and Judgment, to hawve
escertalned the perpetrators of the murders upon the Siskeyon mountein (iwo
vhite men) as of thet in tho Shaste valley (one white wan), the more readily
8o through the assistence of the chief of the Kiamath Indians, Alsk, who
hes alweys evinced a most friendly disposition towards the vhites, and an
anxious desire to maintain reaceful relations with them, Vhen lagt in
Yrelm, he stated to lMr, Rusborough (laote Indian agent) that among so meny
Indians as he attempted to control, there werc mecessarily some who were
meliciously disposed, and, as I was informed, cnvinced a desire to agsist
in bringing them to Jjustico whould they ever be guilty of any outrages
against the whites. From the information I possess, it is apparent to me
that the volunteers under General Cosby had no intention of digserimineting
between Indiansj neither would it have been possible to have done 80, in
view of its cheracter, had its commender becn 5o disposed.® == Judah,

Headquarters Department of the Pacific,
Benicie, Californir, September 19, 1856,
Colonel: For the information of the Licutcnant Generil commanding the
Army, and tho Secretary of War, I herewith forward a copy of a letter from
Colonel Uiight, 9th %nf&ntry, %atgd. September 8, 1856, He has gone go the
Valla=Walla coun 0 superin he establighi t in
country, to be u:tlggr the ggtgnangnoflﬁieu gmgt Eolgﬁegfﬁgeg%ge, U-Il&h%o
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visit the several neighboring tribes, to ascertain their feelings ond
disposition towards the whites, I, however, apprehend no difficulty
whatever with thom, end certainly not if the yolunteers can be képt out
of the Indian coun%ny. The object hitherto has been plunder - om the
one hand the treasury of the United Statesy and on the other, the exier-
mination end plunder of the Indians, who heve o large number of horses
and cattle, I do not believe Governor Curry vould have fitted out &
winter expedition against the VellaeWallas, but from the fact that they
hed o great number of horses and cattle, by the capture of which the
volunteers expected & lerge remuncration, This informetion is from
sources not to be doubted,

By the next stoamer I will transmit & report of the treatment and
management of In affeirs in California, It was my inteantion to have
trenemitted it by Uteamer of the 20th instant, but delayed in consequence
of not receiving important informetion enticipated,

I am, very respectfully, your obediecnt servant,
JOHN E, WOOL,
Major General,
Lieute Colomel I, Thomas, Aes Ae Ga,
Headquarters of the Army, lew lfork

Headquartors, lforthern District,
Department of the Pacifie, Fort Vancouver, Ve Te, Sovte 8, 1856,

Uajor: Since my last commmicetion, on the 26th ultimo, ©ll of the
Indiens both at this place and the Cascades have been removed to the
Vhite Selmon river, where they are fishing, ond malking preperations for
the coming winter, An egent will remain with them,

Everything is perfectly quiet in the Yakima countrye, ¥rom Colonel
Steptoe I have received no officisl information; I learn, however, by the
express from the superintendent of Indien affairs, that the colonel has
proceeded without any difficulty, and would doubtless reach hls position o
the 3d instanty possibly I may hear from him before the steamer leaves,

Governor Stevens wes on the [ill creek with a small detachment of
volunteers under Colonel Shew, A packe-train despatched by the governor
for WallaeWalla, in advance of the command of Colonel Steptoe, had been
ceptured by the Indians, It appears that the train (e small one) was
accompanied by rrgg-%ne men, and at the time of being attaclked by the
Indiens was within & few miles of the camp of Colonel Shaw, and within
view from his camp, It is reported that the Indians numbered seventy-fivg
end belonged to the tribes engaged in the affair with Shaw's volunteors
in July., Bad management ceused the loss of the trainy no effort was made
to drive off the Indlansj the men sheltered themselves behind their packs
and animels until after dark, and then made a precipitate retreat to
Colonel Shew's comp, leaving everything in the hands of the enemy, I
learn thet e detachment was advanced from the camp to succer the train, bu
from some unlknown ceasenit did not reech its destination,

The superintendest of Indian affairs hes teken up to Walla-Walle a
supply of provisions ond presents for the Indians, and Nez Perces and othe
Indians were coming to & council to bo held sbout the time of the arrival
of Colonel Steptoe with his command,
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Yo twithstending all these little g_p_gj;{;_g-_t_gnmg_. I doubt not of the :
ulﬁglate success of our arrangements for the pacification of all the Indian
tribes,

Very respectfully, your most obedlent servant, .
G, WRIGHT

Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding,
H&JOI' Y'I. 'ﬂ. Hack&ll. A'. A. G..
Headquorters, Depertment of the Pacific, Benicia, California,

Headquarters, Department of the Pacif ig,
Benicia, California, September 3, 18§66,

Colonels Since my communicotion of the 19th of August, I have received
communications from Colonel George Vright, 9th infantry, of the 25thpnd 27th
of July, and 3dy 17th, and 24th %two) of August, copies of which are herec=-
with enclosedg all of which I would commend to the attention of the
Lieutenant Gencral commanding the Army and the Secretary of Var, I cnclose
& copy of instructions to Colonel Viright, dated the lst instant, .

By Colonel Viright's letter of the 17th August, it will be perceived that
“Governor Stevens hags countermanded his requisition for two additioneal
companies of volunteers, snd those now in the field will be required forthe
with to leave the country.” BSee my commmnications addressed to the head-
quarters of the army, dated 4hB and 19th Augusti also & copy of instructions
already forwarded to the headquarters of the army, to Colonel Wright, dated
the 34 of Julye It will also be seen by the letter of August 24th, that
Colonel Vright has recovered uninjured the howltzer a@bandoned by lMajor
Hallerse

I have never doubted for a moment that as soon esg the volunteers ceased
their depredations and savage barbarities on the Indians, arrangements could
be made satisfactory to all concerned, llothing is required but common jus tic
and the ordinary feelings of humanity to be extended to the Indlans, to keep
themn quiet and to preserve the peace of the country. The object of the war
has been, from the ‘commencement, one of plunder of the Indians and the
treasury of the United States, prompted by political and pecuniary considar-
ations, not do@ibting, in comsequence of the appropriation of 900,000k on
account of a pretended Indian war in Californis, and the appropriation of
970,000 on aocount of o small Indian fight in the liogue river country, that
Congress would, no matter how great the expense, pay the bill. The advocate
of the war, in reference to the expense, have uniformly referred to the
California appropriation as conclusive evidence that the expenses oifjthe
recont war would be paid by the United States, Hence, powers not conferred
on the President of the United States were assumed by Govermors Curry and
Stevens in raisping volunteers and marching them beyond their own jurisdictio
and making war on Indiansg peageably inclined, end who would not have made wa
on th:twhites if they hed not been attacked, All of which is respectfully
submitted,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOIN Ee WOOL,
lie jor General,
Isieut. 001. Lies Thomaa, As A, G‘..
Headquarters of the Army, New York,

(¥oe 20,) Headquerters, i, District, Dept, of the Pacific,
Cemp on the Ateh-nam Creek, V. T,
July 25, 1856,
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8ir: On the 21lgt instant, I marched from the "Kittetas,” with one
company of actillery, two of infantiry, and a detachment of dragoons,yx
leaving lajor Garnata,with three companies and a detachment of tuen%y-five
dragoons, I brought with me a party of Des Chutes Indians, with their
families, whom I have permitted to fish at the Col.umbia river, on the north
side, above the Dalles, I also brought a perty of Klikitats, with their
families, They are to halt on the To~po-nish, a short distance bhelow, wher:
the road crosses, They can obtain subsistence by fishing, digging roots,
ﬂtc.

I halted two days at Fort Na-chess, at which plage I was visited by a
party of Nisqually Indions, who were temporarily living upon the upper wate:
of the Na-chesse Eight of the principal men came inj the number of men, wor
and children in their camp is probebly seventy. They are poor, having lost
nearly all their horses and property, vhen theoy crossed the mounteims last
winter, They are very anxious to ra&irn to the "Sound, " either to the res=
ervation; or any 6ther point which may be decided on,

Et my oamp on the "Kijtetas," I left Leschi, Nelson, and Liteap, with
a smal perty of Nisquallies, Lesohi is the recognized chief of these
people, including thogenon the Na=chess, They are all desirous of returning
to the Sound, provided they c¢an do so in safety, With regard to theithree
named, I some time pince recelved & letter from Governor Stevens, suggest-
ing that no terms should be granted them; but inasmuch es they came in and
departed in seeurity previous to that time, and appeared determined to be
our friends, I would not take any harsh measures, without having proof of
their guilt, I can esteblish nothing ageinst them worthy of death, I have
no doubt that they hawve, during the course of the war, committed many
murders = at leagt so we would designate their actsy but they look upon
the killing of men, women, ond children as o legitimate mode of warfare;
even of this I have no avidence. I have written to Colonel Casey, to
ascertein from the puperintendent of Indian affairs for this Territory if
he will receive all these Wisquallies on the reservation, end guaranty
their safety, If the answer is in the affirmative, I will then send these
Iggéﬁ:s under & guard to the nearest military post west of the mountains, t¢
ber tllence forwarded to the remervation,

Bince I have been in this country I have marched over its entire length
and breadth, from the Dalles north to the We-natecha, and all the rivers
have been examined from the mountains to the Columbia river, I have seen
all the Indians, and they are now living only at points which I have densig=-
nated, either near military stations, or higher up on the streams, to enable
them to gain & subsistence, They are all at this moment very happy, and
fully convinced that their true policy is to abstain from war, and remain
forever our friends, I have also dispelled their fears of Kemiskin, who
has oppressed and robbed them for many years, and should he ever return to
this country, these Indiens will all unite against him,

Yesterday morning I left this camp at 3 o'clock, and, with a detachment
of dreagoons, mede o reconnaissance of this creek to ite junction with the
Yokima; also up the Yalkima, eteces It is twelve miles to the Yakima; there
is no timber at all on this creek, Hrom the mouth of this areek to the
mouth of the Na-chess, it 1o ten miles, The Yakima presents the same
a@peaiggae throughout, cottonwood and willow in abundance, but no building
materials,

__ This is the day I fixed upon to moet the Klikitats at this point,
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Our messengers have been gone nine days, If they do not come by to-morrow,

I shall march on the next day for Kamag lake,
G, WRIGHT,

) Colonel 9th Infentry, Commanding.
HE-JDI‘ VI. ‘\7. mmll’ A.. A. Gsn. L]
Heedquarters, Depte of the Pagific, Benlcia, Cal,

(Woe 21,) Headquarters, N. District, Dep't of the Pasific,
Camp on A-tahenum Cre 'k Ve Tas July 27, 1856,

girs On the efterncon of the 25th instant, the "ikitats® all came int
my camp, headed by their venerable chief Tow-a-tox, commonly called
Nijekoetonei, Ther are direct from Eamas lake, end number about forty men.
I have been in council with them for two days and their conduct throughout
hes given me the highest satisfaction, Theiruprompiness in coming in, end
the franimess of their opeeches, and ready complicngeé with aoll my demands,
assured me that hereafter we may rely upon their permenent friendshipe

The chief Niekaetonei and the sub=chlefs related the whole affeir of the
attack at the Cascadesy it corresponds with vhat I had already heard =
that Kamiakin had sent a party of Yakimas to Kemas loke, end commended that
the Klikitats should join them with their young mem, and proceed to the
Cascaden, communicate with the Capcade Indiens, and, if practicable, gain
them overj then availing themselves of the moment when both steamboats
should be there, to burn them, and, &t the same time, make 2 simultaneous
attack on the whole line, kill &1l the white inksbitants, and hold posses-
sion of the place uniil Kamiakin ghould arrive, which he promised to do
with a large force, comprising all the Indians in this country and the
borders of the Columbia, They say that the design of Eamiakin was to hold
the Cascades permonentl$., By threats and persuasion, Kamialkin Induced
twonty of the Klikitats to Join the Yekimagj the latter numbered thirty,

The whole party of fifty then went to the Cascades, and held sceret meetings
with the friendly Indians, geined over the chiefs Chenowith and Bannahar, an
thon made tho atteck, It does not appear that there was any chief withfhe
arty attacking at the Cascodes, The ohief Nieka-tan-1 seys that the
Jdikitets have been suffering for & long time the oppressions of Kamiakin
and Qwehi, They have beer forced to give up their horses and women, and
auffeied overy species of meltreatment without the power to make & successful
resistance, :

I demanded of these Indians the immediete surrender of three Cascade
Indians who fled with the Klikitats at the time I recovered that line, Thoy
were promptly brought in and delivered to my custody.

After a minute and careful investigation of their cases, I can find
nothing egainst them worthy of punishment, Thelr oewn story, corroborated
by many witnesses, satisfies me that they did not engege in the murders,
That they fled, i® true; but the defection of their chiefs led them to be=-
lieve that, if teken by us, they would all be hung, It is proved by the
concurrent testimony of all these Indians, that the Cascade chiefs,
Chenowith and Bannahar, set fire to their own houses with the view of maldng
u 8 believe that the enemy had done it, I next demanded the restitution of
all the property in their possession belonging to the white peoplej; that
they should live at the place I should designate; not roam over the country
without authority; promise invieoleble friendship towards the white people, m
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and to oppose with all their forces any attempt of the refugee chiefs to
disturb the quiet of the country; and, finally, to deliver the hostages

to me to insure a faithful compliance with their egreement, These condit-
ions were all instantly and cheerfully complied with,

Vhen I came over from my cemp to the Eittetas, I brought with me about
one hundred I ikitats, who had been for some time kept with the Yakimes,
I have now reunitedbthem with those from Komas lake, and over the whole of
them placed the chief Wi-kaetan-i and five sub=chiefs,

The main body of these Indiens will live at the Komas lake during the
summer, In the winter they will move down on the Klikitat river, where
there is but little snow, Another party I have located in the valley of
the To-po~nish, below where the road from the Dalles posses,

Soon after 1 arrived in this country, quite & party of Klikitats es-
caped from Kamiakin's people and came to my camp, They were anxious to go
hack to Oregon, where they had lived before the treatys and in the then
unsettled state of the country, I had no place to put them in safetys
agecordingly, I permitted them to go to the Dalles, They will now be
brought back and incorporated with their own people, The Klikitats at
Vancouver will also join the head chief at Kemes lake, 3By this the whole
Klikitat nation will be reunited, and I have the strongest faith in the
friendship of the chiefs and people. I will guaranty that they will be en
out side in any war we may be engaged in,

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
Go VRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding,
Major We Vs liackall, A, A, Gon,,
Headquarters Dept, of the Pacific, Benicia, California,

(Yoo, 22,) Headquarters, N, District, Dept. of the Pacific,
& Cemp on the To-pon-ish Creek, W, T., August 3, 1856,

lMinjors On the 29th ultimo I marched from the A-tzhenum fto this place,
and slnce that time I have carefully examined the Simcoe wvalley, and I
have come to the conclusion that my present position is the most desirable
one for station for the winter,

In front of us is an open plain to the Yaldma river; and both up and
down that river there is & good trail over o level country - one leading to
the Selah and Kittetas, and the other in the direction of the Valla-Walla,
On the To~pon-igsh there are oak and cottonwood, and ata distance of four
miles west of us there is en abundant supply of the best pine timber
accessible with wagons,

This valley is much warmer in winter than any of those farther north,
and the Indiens now at the Kittetas, and on the Yakima, Na-chess, etc.,
will all winter here, This is a central point, The roads from the Dalles,
Kamag laoke, and from the north, all unite here, and also from Valla«Walla,
The Simcoe voalley is extensive, affording grass for our animals and suffice-
ient good land for gerdening,

The express haes just arrived from the comp on the Yakima, Four companie
are there under Brevet lnjor Haller, and everything was quiet,
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I have received your communication of the 19th ultimo, and I ghall
carry out the instructions of the genmeral as soon as practicable, I have
ebandoned the camp on the Na-chess, and ordered Colonel Bteptoe with his
command to this place,

The company of dragoons will proceed to Fort Dalles to escort the
supply train te Wella-Walla}l and after ites deperture the infeniry companies
will maroh from this point direct for Walla-Valla, to reach there at the
gemo time as the train, .

Supplies are now eoming up to enmable the troops here to begin &% once
to build huts for the winter,

It iz out of the question to confine the Indians in this country to a
certain distrlct, unlets the govermment furnish their entire subsistonce.
The whole country betweem the Cascade mountoing and the Columbie river
should be given to the Indlomsj it 1s not nccessary to the white peoples
The Indimns cen subsist themselves if they heve itj the mountains, the
plains, and the rivers, cach in turn affords them foode In the winter
they are compelled to live in the valley, and ome strong wilitexry post
will insure their good behovior. ‘ '

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

G, VRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding,

Major W, W, Hackall, A, Ae Geney

Headquarters Depte of the Pacifilc, Benilcie, Californie,

Headquarters, W, Dist,, Departuent of the Pacific,
FOI.“TS Dallea' 0.. TO. Augu.at 1?3 1856.

Sirs I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication
of the Znd instant,

Alter the rcceipt of instructions from department headquarters,
under date of the 19th of July, I immediately organized a command to Pro=
¢eed to the WallaeWalla country and establish a post, Although the instrugte
ions only roquired threo companies to be sont to Walla«Walla, yet the
aspect of affairs in that country induced me to order « Gompany L, 3d
artlllery, company K, 4th infantry, and cowpany K, 9th antiry, were ore
dered to march from the Simcoe velley, direct for the mouth of the Walloe
Velle, under the command of Captain Russell of the 4%h infantry. Coupeny E,
15t dragoons, was ordered to this post, to accompany the supply train to
the some point, The troops im the valley hove already been concentrated,
and the morch will commence on the 20th, The supply trein from this point
will leave on the same day, oscorted by the dragoons and o few men under
orders to join their companiesy the whole cormanded by Brevet Lieuts, Col,

The companies now in the field have become much reduced, cnd the four
companies I have ordered to the Vella-=Walls, being the largest, equal in
numbor the five remaining in the Yekima country., However, &g the general
hag directed that five or oix companies be sent, I shall prepare ano ther
company to go up w the noxt train,

: Tho latest accounts from Walla=Walla represent everything as perfectly
quiet, and no further difficulty is apprehended after a military post shall
have been established there, Governor Stevens is now here, on hisway to
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Walla-Walla, with goods and provisions for the Indians, The governor hes
countermended his requisition for two additional companies of volunteers,
end thoge now in the field will be required ferthwith to leave the c cuntry,

I have made arrengements to remove all the Indiens nerr Tort Vancouver
to the Yakime country, and, if possible, I propose also o talke the Cascade
Indiens with them, I ghall return to Vancouver on the 20th, and op soon as
arrangements can be made, Sorward the Indiens to Vhite Salmon river, where
they will be landed, and, after fishing, up the river to Kames lakes they
will winter in theo Simgoe velley. There will probably be three hundred
Indiams to be semnt up from Vancouver and the Cascades, ond &3 soon 8a I
have & moment®s leisure, I shall ascend the Vhite Selmon aigt ¢ &N exan-
ination of that portion eof the country, and also settle sorié difificulties
now existing between the ITlikitats and Dog River Indiang, with regard teo
the flsheries on the White Salmon,

As my presence in this quarter could not bs dispensed with atihis
momont, and the Valla-Vaellt expedition had been organized under the former
instructions, I donot desem it proper to deluy the movement, To ILieutenant
Colonel Steptoe I have confided the expeditione Inowing that the general
hes tho highest confidence in Colonel Steptoe, I doubted not that my course
would be approved.

I have now one company of the 4th infentry and two ef the 9th infantry
encamped on the Yekima, at the Klttetas valley, under command of Brevet
lajor Haller, 4th infantry, In the Oimco¢ velley, near the To-po-nish, I
have two companles of the 9th infantry under liajow Gormett, !njor Goarnett
is erecting temporary quarters for the accormiwdation of fsur compenies,

On the A-teh~nam and streoms to the nerth ne timber sultable for building
oo be found in season for use this winter, and, as most of the Indians
would winter in the warm valliey of the Simcoe, I had intended to have but
one post in that country for the ensuing wintewre The camp under Major
Haller I hod proposed to break this fall, ond the companies to fall hack to
the Simeoej one of them, if necessary, heliing at the A-tah-nam cnd hutting
for the winter, Captaln Dent, with his compony “BJ' 9th infantryy is now at
work on the road from this place te the Simcoe, and it is expected that by
tho end of September we chall have a fair wogon road all the way,.

Very respectfully, your mogst obedient servant,
G, VRIGHT,
Colonel 9th Infantry, Commanding,
Major Ve Wy Meokall, A, A, Ga, ;

Heddquerters Dept of the Pacifie, Benicia, Califormia,

Headquarters, Northern District,
Department of the Pacific,
Fort Vancouver, Ve T., August 24, 1856,

girs The commend for Wal s-Walla, under Brevet Lieutenunt Colonel
3teptoe, will probably reach that country by the oud of the momnth, Our
latest news irom there represents everything as quiet, I have gent
twenty=-five thousand rations of subsistence to WallasWaile, with a good
supply of quartermadiar's ond medical stores, end directed Colonel Steptoe to
procead at once with the erection of temporary buildings for the winter,

¢£L beOn the 21st instant I received at Fori Dalles a party of Ti-ah Indians,
num

ring some two hundred and fifty, Ilet~Pameh, with other chiefs of thes
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Tieah Indians, were in my oamgnaoon after I reached the Ne~chess, and
they say that they are determined, from that moment, to collect as many of
their people as possible and come in, The porty brought in six or seven
mmdred horses, and all their property of every desaription, Their arms
were given up %o Major Lugenbeel, and the Indians transferred to the
immediate charge of the agent, ; :
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Ge WRIGHT,
Colonol 9th Infantry, Commanding.
iajor Ve Ve lackally Ae Ae Gey

Hoadquarters Dopartment of the Pacific, Beniolsa, Californit.

B e e

Headquerters, Northern District,
Department of the Pacifie,
Fort Vencouver, Ve Tep, August 24, 1856

8irs I hove this moment recelved your commmication of the 18th

instant,

¥y lotters of the 17th and 19th instont will have informed you
of the measures I hed taken to cerry out the wishes of tho general,

Iy latest advices from the Kittetas and Simecoe yulley assure
me that sll is quiet in that quarter, Jrom the WellaeWalla country the
accounts all ere favorable, Governor Stevens is now there, and the
voluntecrs ere coming devm by detechments. Colonel Steptoe's commend will
reach the Valle-Valle about the last of this month, ,

I deem it necessary to post an additional company at Fort Dalles
at an early date, as wé have in that vicinity some fifteen hundred Ondians,

lizjor Heller's company will be ordered to Puget Sound at the
proper time,

Before leaving the Simeoe valley, I succeeded in recovering the
mountain howitzer abandoned by lajor Haller, I brought it %o Fort Dalles}
it was unin.jur'ad.

I ghall go to the White Salmon river es soon as the Indians in
this neighborhood éen be prepared to move, Had I been advised of the wish
of the genmeral that I should go in person to the ‘WallewValla country before
I left the Simcoe, I should have gone to that plage directjybut heving mede
all the arrangements, and deeming my presence in this quarter yet necessary
the expedition was, as I have proviously reported, confided to Colonel
Steptoe, I trust my action in this mester will beo approved by thegemeral,

Very respectfully, your most obedient pervant,

G, WRIGHT,

Colonel 9%h Infentry, Commanding.
Major We We Mackall, Ay As Gep .
Headquarters, Depertment of the Pacific, Benlcis Californiea,

Heedquarters, Department of the Pacific,
Benicim, Califormie, Beptember 1, 18356,

Sirs lejor General Wool directs me to ooy that he approves of your
arrengements with the Yakimes and Klikitatsi that it is Iimportant you
should go to Valla-Walla o8 soon as possible, end attend to the establishe=
ment of the post in that vicinity, as previously direoted,

It is 2lso of the highest importonce, says the general, that you
the senior officer, (the chief men, ) should see and talk to all the tribes
in that region, in order to ascertain their wents, geelings, and dispositi





