Indian Conditions. 1872, (Department of Interior renort.)
Indian rights.
‘he people of the United Ptates can never without dishonor re use fo
respect these two considerations:

1st That this continent was ariginally owned amd occupied
by the Indians who have on this account a claim somewhat larger
than the rivilege of one hurdred amd sixty afres of land and "find him=-
selt" in tools and stock, which is granted as a matter of course to any
newly arrived forseigner who declares his intention to become a citizenp
that something in the nature of an endowment, either capitalized or in
the form of annual expenditures for a series of years for the benefilt
of the I dians though at the discretion of the CGovermnent as
to the sp cific objects, should bs provided for every“tribe or band
which is deprived of its roaming privilege and c onfined to a
diminished reservatlion; such an endowment being not in the nature
of a gratuity but in common honesty,the right of the Indian on
account of his original interest in the soil,

2d= that inasmuch as the prgress of our industrial enterprise
has cut these people off from modest of livelihood entirely
sufficient for their wants, and f orvhich they were qualified in a
degres which has been the wonder of mare civilized races, by inherited
aptitudes and by long pursuit, and has left them uttsrly without
resoumfe, they have a claim an this account again to temporary
support and to such asdistance as may be necessary to place them
in a position to obtain a livelyhood by means wh h shall be
compatible with civilization,.

Had the s¢ ttlements of the United (States not been e xtended
beyond the frontier of 1868 , all the Indians of
the con tinent would be tothe end of time h ave found upon the plains

an inexhausticle supply of food and clothing. Were the westward c ourse



Of population tobe stayed at the barriers of t oday, notwithstanding
the tremendous inroads made upon their hunting grounds since 1867
the I dians would still have hope of life,™ut another such five
years will see the Indians of Dakota and Iﬂr-’ntana as poor~as the

Indiars of “evada and ®

outhern California; that is reduced to a
habitual cond ition of suffering from want of food.

jhe freedan of expansion which is working these results is +to
us of incalculable value. %o the I dian it 1is of incalculable c ost,
Lyery year's advance of our frontier takes in a t erritory as khrge as
some of the kingdoms of Europe. " e are richer by hundreds of
millions $ the I dian is poorer by a large part of t he little that he
has. t"his growth is bringing imperial greatness to t he nation; to
the Indian it brings wrechedness, destition,beggary. S urely there
is obligation faind in considerations like the se requiring
us in some way and In the best way to make good to those original
ownersaf the soil the loss by which we sogrea tly gaine

Yan any principle of natl onal morality be clearer than t hat, when
the expansion and developments of a civilized race involve the rapid
destruction of the only means of subsistence possessed by the
members of a less fortunate race, the higher is bound as of simple
right to provide for t he lower some substitute fa the means of
sGb@® subsistence which it has destroyed? That substitute is of cour sg
best realized ,not by systematic gratuities of food amd clothing
continu d beyond a pre sent emergency but by directing these people to
8w pursults which shall be consistent with theprogress of civilization
upon the continent; helping them over the first rough place on the wh

~

white man;s road and meanwhile supplying such subsistence as is ap=-

solutely necessa;y during the period of initiation and experiment,
‘heassistance o@O&NelUgé due to the Inda ns from the govermment

in the digté discharge of those oglibations which have been

adverted to should not much longer be irrespective of their 6960



own efforts. Just so soon as these tribes csase tobe formideble
they should be brought distinctly to the realization of the law
that if they would eat they must also work. Nor should
it be left to their own cholces how miserably they will live

in order thai: they may escape work as much as péssible. lhe govern=-
ment whould extend over them a rigid reformatory discipline tos ve
them from fall ng hopele sly into the conditi on of pauperism and
petty crime.

oo For t hose tribes and bands which have no rescrvations secured
tot hem by treaty, from which they can hope in the courseoi time

to realize a clvilization and improvement fund, provision will
8 till ¢80 require +to be made by law. :heir right to endowment

is none the less clear than the right of other tribes

whose fortune is was to deal with the United “tates by treaty before
Congress put an end to the treaty system, with its many abuses and
absurdities,

e have received the soil from them and we have extinguished
their only means of subsistence. Nothing in the history of the
United Ptates justifies the belief that either Congress or the
country willbe wanting in justice ar generosity ina ealing with
the necessities of a people whohave been impoverished t hat we might
be rich,. .

Ow national charity has saight the objects of 1ts benefactions
at the ends of the earth; “mericans will never be wanting in simple
Justice to helpless dependents at home. I have, therefore, no tear for
the fuwre of the Indians of t his cmtinent when once the arms
of their resistance are laid down and Indian outrages are no
1 onger reported to inflame the hostility of the border states
and to mingle doubt and misgivingsy with .the philanthropic

intentions of the chariteble and humane, feport of the Commisdaioner
of Indian #ffairs, 1872,



. Yoneralizationse.The Indians within the lim s of the rnited
states exclusive of those in #laska, number approxima te 1y 300,000,

‘hey may be divided according to their geographical location
or range into five grand divisions &as follows:

In Minnesota and ~tates ea t of the Mississippi river, about 32,500
Nebraska, “anas and the I dian ‘:'erritory, 70,850; in the Territories
of Dakota, I-T.;ntana, Wyoming and Idaho, 65,000 ; in Nevad and tte
Territories of :olorado, New Mexico, Utah and Apizona, 84,000 ard on
the Pacific slope 48,000,

I* respect to the three lines of railroads, bullt or projected,
between the states ard the Pacific ocean, viz the northern,
central and southern routes, they mave be divided, exdluding thwse
resiging east B Minnesota and of the Missouri river, south of Dakota,
gs follows:

Pgtween the proposed nor thern route and the :ritish possessions,
about 36,000; b etween the northern and central routes92,000; between
the Southern route and Mexico, 85,000, making a total of 274,000,

A3 regards their means of support and methods of subslistence
they may be divided as follows: Those who sup ort themselves
upon their own peservations reciving nothing from the government
except interest on their own moneys or annuities granted them in
® nsideration of the cession of the ir lands tothe United S tates, number
about 130,000; tA6e8dd those who are entirely subsisted by the
Uovernment, about 31,000; those in part subsisted, 8&,000, together a
gbout 115,000, those who subsist by hunting andf ishing, upon roots
berries etc. or by begging and stealing, about 55,000,

They may be divided again with respe ct to their con ection with the
government as follows: There are about 150,000 who mayb e said to
remain castantly upon their resergations and are under the

¢ mplete control of a gents appointed by the government; 95;000
who at times visit their agencies either for food or for gossip o



both but are generally roaming on or off t heir reservations
engaged in hunting and fishing; and 55,000 who never visit an
agency ard over whom the govermment as yet exercises practically
no control but most of whom are lnoftensive a rd commit no acts

of hostility agaimst the govermment,

Again, 1t may be said that of the 300 ,000 Indians of the
country sbout 180,000 have treaties with t he government; 40,000
have no treaties with the Tfnited States but have reservations set
apar®b bye xedutive order or otherwise for t heir occupancy and ares
In charge of agents appoin®l by the govermnment; 25,000 have no
rescrvations but are more or less under the control of a gents
appointed for them, and reeeive mor or less assistance from the
government, the remainder consisting oif the same 55,000,
already twice described, over whom the govermment exercises
practicallyn o controlam f or whomther are notreaty or other
provisions.

As for a race: ... ivilized 9'7,IOOO; semi-civilized, 125,000;
wholly b arbarous 78,‘000.



Indian Lands. (title) Department of Interior,1872,

,phe Indian title to lands within the limits of the states and
Territories ofthe United States 1s well settlsdto be the r ight of
occupancy alome, except in special instances where pdrhaps a t itle of
a higher nature has been vested by statue or treaty provision.

Ié t e early history of the “estern World the principle was
established as between European nations that discovery conferred
soveregnty upon the CGovermment under whose authority the discovery
was made; and to the discoverers was accorded Bhe exclusive right of
acquiring the soil from the natiws. The I dians in possession were
conceded tobe the r ightful 608@P4 occupants with a just and perfect
claim to retain possession ami enjoy the use until they should be

disposed 60 to retain possession and enjoy the uss until they
should disposed to part with it; but it was also well establishsd

that they could only part with the soil to those who claimed sovereignty
by right of discovery. ‘husfar, whéf where the rights of the natives
as original owners of the soll, restricted; they could not sell or
convey to any other power or to the citizens of any other power,

By the tressy of peace with Great :"ritain in 1783 , the
United States acquired all the r ights in respect to the soil which had
previously bpeen in that natione.

By treaty with France in 1803, known as the treaty of Paris,
by whi ch Yrance ceded to the TnitedStates territory previously
ceded to France by Spain, it was stipulated in ths s ixth article
thereof .

‘he United States promises to executs such treaties and articles
as may have been agreed bé&twoen Spain and the tribes and nations
of Irdians until by mutual consent of the 1. .ited States and the
said tribes or nations, other su table articles shall hawe been

agreed upone



‘he attitude of the Mexican government toward the Indians

was however, unlike that of the European powers. Lhis government

at no time recognized an Indian title to soil within its jurisdiction
except where title had been specially granted but treated the

Indians merely as a peculiar class of c itizens. I, this view of the
old Mexican law, it has been decided by t e U ited States fourt for
the lerritory of Yew Mexico that &tk Indians within the territory
acquired by the United ®tates from Mexico are, by virtue of

the provisions of the eDBh eighth article of the treaty of uuadalupe
Hidalgo of 1848 ,citizens of the United States . '

Lhe executive and legislative depar tments ofthe government however
havenever recognized any distinction between the Indians living on
territory ceded by “exico and those upon territory ceded by Great
Britain, ¥rance or Spain. '_Lhese Ird ians have®en mrovided with
réservations placed under cantrol of government agents and
ne gotiated with in treaties like the other Indians within the limits
of the United © tates,

Suchbeing the right of the Indlans to the soil, the United States
for mare than 85 years pursued a uniform course of extinguishing
the I dian title only with the consent of thes Indian tribes which wes
were recognized as having claim by reason of occupancy; such consent
being expresséad in treaties to the formm tion of which b oth parties
By approached as having equal rights of initiative and e qual rights
in negotiation.

These treaties w remade fram time to tire (not less than 372 be ing embraced
in the Ueneral Statutes of the Tnited States) as the pressure of white
settlements or the fear or the experience of Indian hostilities

made the demand far the removal of one tribe after another urgent

or lImperative. *“xcept only in the case of the Indians in Minnesota

af ter .the cutbreak of 1862 , the Tnlted States government has never
extinguished an Indian title as by reason of conquest; and in this

latter case the govermment provided the I,dians another reservation,



besides giving them the proceeds of the sales of the lands

vacated by them in Minnesota. Sgo scrupulously up tot hat time had the
right of the Indians to t he soil been respected at least in form,

It is not to be denied thay wrong was often done in fact to tribes
in the negotiation of treaties of cession.,

The Indians were not infrequently overborne or deceived by the
agents of the government in these transactions; sometimes, too,
unques tiomably, powsrful tribes were permittedto cede lams
to wiich weaker tribes ad a better claim but s Tormally at least,
fhedduad ac0t8dDEOA66 0484 SO OO d O 0d A Od B 8d 88 OARAATS enbriog eqQuoa
Ghs 0dadd 6806F
the Tnited States accepted the cession successfuely of all lands
to which Indian tribes could show color of title which a e embraced
in the limits of any of the present states of the Union e xcept
California and Yevada.

Up to 1868 Hb@y0dd morever the greater portion ofthe

lands embraced within the present territories of the United

states to which the Indians could establish a r easonable claim on
accountof’ offfdd occupancy, a QUdd had also been ceded to the

United States in treaties farmally complete ami ratified by the
senate. I 1867 and 1868 , however,many treaties not more
exceptionable, on any acco.nt known tothis o fice than the

average of Indian treaties for the eighty five years0pPded preceding
were either rejected by the senate or allowed to s tand over without
action; and since the k tter year no Indian treaty ho@Owhateverhas
b eenratified. It was not until 1871 however that congress formally
pronouncedthe doom of the Indian tre:ty system. By act of March 3 of
that year it was declared"'hat hereafter no Indian nation or tribe
within the territory of the United “tates shall be acknowledged or
recognized as an independent nation, tribe or power,with whom

the UnitedStates may cmtract by treaty.h
(o}



It is not far an instant to be thought or spoken that
Congre.s by such a declaration intended to pave the way for a
repudiation of treaties already made ard ratified., jhis action of
con gress does however pre ent que stilons of cms iderabls
interest and of much difficulty, viz:
What 1is tobecoms of te rights of the Indians tothe soil
over portions of territory which had not been coversd by
treaties at the time C ngress put anend to the treaty system?
“hat substitute is tobe provided forthat system, with all its
absurdities and gbuses? Ona® How are Indians never yet treated
with, but lmving everyway as good and as camplete rights to
portions of our territory ashad the Cherokees, :reeks, Choctaws and
Chickasaws , far instance, to the soil of Georgia, Alabama and Mississ-
ippl, to establish their r ightaf How 68 is the government to
mroceed to secure the lr relinquishment of t heir lands, or

to determine ths amount of compensation which s0( should be
paid thereforf? Confiscation of cairse, would afford a very easy
s olutlion for all difficulties of title, but itmay fairly be
assumed that the United “tates govermnment will scardely be
disposed to proceed so sunmarily in the face of the unbroken
wactice of eighty-five years,witnessed in nea ly four h undred
treatles solemnly ratified by the senate,not to speak of

the two c@Addd centuries and & half during which t he principal
nations of Eyrope through all their wars and conquesta, gave
sanction to the rights of the aborigines.

The 1limits of the pre ent report will not allow these questions to

b e discussed; but it is evident that congress must soon,
if 1t would prevent complications and uniortunate precedents the
mischiefs of which will not be easilyrepaired, take up the whole

subject together and défd decide wupon what principles and by



5
imhat methods the claims of Indiars who have not treaty relations with
the government on account of the ir original interest to the soil, shall
be determined and adjusted; and also what initiative and according
to w hat forms, treatiss now in f orce,may be modified(as
proposed only at the last session of Uongress in respect to three
important treaties, the “ahpeton and Sisseton treaty of
1867 amd the Ute and the ®hoshonse treaties of 1868) for the
adbantage amdi with the consent of both parties,

.he present numver of Indians embraced in treaties made with the
government by which all lands belonging to the several tribes
are ceded, except such portions a s by treaty were set apart for
permanent reservations, is approximately 180,000. ‘he ngmber of
reservations thus secured to these Indians is 92, ranging in
size from 288 acres to 40,570 square miles and aggregating 167,619
sauvare miles,

Of these reservations, 31, aggregating 2,693 square miles are
east of the Mississipi river; 42 aggregating 144,838 sQ8 square
mniles are between the Mississippi river and the Rocky Mountains
and 19, aggregating 20,088, square miles are upon the Pacific slope,

In addition to t he above 40,000 Irdians having no reservation
secured tothem by treaty,have hadreservations set apart for
them by “xecutive order out of the p blic lands of the
United “tates. ! he number of reservations thus set apart is 15,
ageregating 59,544 square miles, :he I diansthus located, however,
hgve in the mature of the case, no assuran e for their occupation of

these lands beyond the pleasure ofthe Lxecutive,



Indians of Oregon, Yepte. of Ijterior “eport, 1872,

The tribes residing in Oregon are the Umatillas, Cayuses, “alla

Wallas , “ascoes, MOlels , Chasta, Scotans, J

coosas, “lseas,
Klamath,Modocs and Yal-pah-pee Snake 8, besides numerous other smsal 1
bands.
they are all native to the country. On account of the g reat number
of small tribes ard bands in this state the number of tribes and bands
parties to the same treaty being in some c ases as higha s ten or
fifteen, these Indisns willte treated of and the remarks concerning
themw 111 bemade under the heads of the sgencies wt which they are
respectively located,
Uma tilla agency-"‘he tribes located on this agency are the
Umatillas, Cayuses, and a portion of the Walla-‘'allas and
number 837, i'he;y have a r eservation of 512,000 acres situated in the
nor theastern part of the state set apart f£ar t hem by treaty of June 9,
1855. "fhis reservation is very fertile and as usual in such €6
cases has attracted the a @90 BuBO authority of congress to have the
Indians take land in severality or sell and remove to some other
reservation,
“he Indians, howver, in the exercise of their treaty rights pefused

to accede to the proposition .

Warm springs--The Indians at this gency known as the C,nfederated
tribes and bands of Indians in Middle Oregon comyrise seven bands of
the ¥alla ¥Walla and Wasco tribes numbering 626 . ‘hey have a reservation
of 1,024,000 acres located in the central part of the state, 86
sct apart far t hem by the treaty of June 25, 1855,

Grand Ronde agency-‘he Indians of this agency compriss the Molalla
Clackama, Calapooia, Molel, Umpqua, fogue Huver and other bands,
17 in all, with a total population of 870, *he reservation upon
which these bands are located is in tl® northwestern part of the

state. It con ains 69,120 acresand was set apart by treaty of January



2
22, 1855with the Molallas, Clackamas and by Executive order of
008 January 22, 1855 ,

Siletz agency-‘he Indians a t this agency are tie Chasta, Scotons
amd fragments of 14 other bands called generally coast tribes,

n mbering altoge ther about 2,500, These Indians, including those at
the Alsea sub agency have a reservation of DQAO&Ad 1,100,800 acres
set apart for them by treaty of Augwt 11, 1855 which treaty however
s never been ratified al hough tle reservation is occupied by
Indians.

Alsea sub agency-fhe ImMisns at this sub agency ars the 806
Alseas, “oosas, Sinselans amd & band of Umpquas mumbering in all
300 and are located within thelimits of the reservation r eferred to

under the head of the Siletz agencyee.

Klamath agency-:he Indians belonging to this agency are the
Klamaths and;‘.‘zédocs and the Yahooskin and Wal-pah-pee bands of
“nakes numberirg altogetier about 4,000 of whom 1,018 are reported
at the agency. hey have a reservation containing 768,000 acres
set apart for them by treaty of October 14, 1864 and by
“xecutive Order of March 14, 1871,

Malheur reservation-'rhis reservation set apar tby executive order of
September 12, 1872 is sitw ted in the southeastern part of the
state .Upon this it is theintention of the department to

eventually locate all the roving and straggling bands in Eastern and
Southeastern Oregon which can be induced to s ettle there. .

Indians not on reservations-‘here are a number of Indians probably
not le:ss than 3,000 "renegades" and others or roving b&fd8 habits
who have no treaty relations with the government and are not in
charge of any agent. ;_he tribal names of some of these are the
Clatsops, Nestucals, 'I‘illamooks, Nehalims, Snakes and Nez Perce.
The renegades such in fact and so ca lled, roam on theColumbia

river and are of considerable annoyance to the agents at Y“arm Springs



and Tmatilla; others, the bna.];ces‘, 200 in number, are upon the edge
of Yrande Ronde reservation.
whey live by hunting and f ishing and profess to desire to
have lands allotéed to them and & school provided for t heir
children.
The Nez Yerces belonging in Igaho to the estimated number of
200 are faind in “allowa valley in the eastern part of the state.
“hey claim they were not parties to the treaty with the Nez lerces
tribe years ago; that the valley in which they live has always belonged

to them, amd they s trenuocusly oppose its settlement by whites,...



Indians. “ashington 'Lerritary. Report of Indian Commissioner, DESVADOMBL7
1872 A

d'.'he tribes residing in Vashing ton '-E'erritory are the Nisqually,
fayallup , and other confederate tribes; theD!Wamish and other
allied b ands; the'Makahs; the StKlallams; the “ui-Nai -tlts and “uie-
leh=-Utes; the Yakimas; the Chehalis)f and other allied tribes; ard
the ;olville, Spokanes, Coeur d'Alenes, Okanagans and others.
Nisqually_, Payallup and others-—-Number about 1,200, have
three rese vations containins as per treaty of 1854 26,776
acres,;situated on the'Nis qually and Puyallup rivers and on an
island in Puget Sounde ee.-
DtWamish aml others=--pumber 5,600 @96 and mve five res-
e rvations containing in all 41,716 acres set apart by treaty made
with them in 1855 and located as as many points on Puget Sound.,
5 f_"any of t hese Indians, mrticularly those residing on the L mmi
reé_eﬁrvatfcon* a*x;;e___irﬁuil:rious farmerses '
Mgkahs=These \fm%rns number 604 and have & reservation
of 12,860 acres set apart by treaty made with them in 1855 and
located at the extreme northwest corner of the Territory.
S'Kallams--:hese Indians nuimberinglglg have a reservation
of 4,000 acres set apart by treaty made with them in 1855 and located
mwhat is known as Hood's Canal...
“uilnai-elts, Qui-leh-utes,Hohs & rd “uits=-‘hese I;dians
number 520 and have a reservaticn of 25,600 acres in the
extreme eastern part of ths territory (Copy) and almost wholly
isolated from white s ettlements set apart under a treaty m de
W th & hem July 1, 1855. “ut one of the four tribes mentioned,
the “ul-nai-elts, live upon the reservation; the others reside
at different points along the coast, na thward from the reservation.
These declare that they never agreed to s ell t heir country and
that theynever lnowlingly signed any treaty disposing of their

‘right to it.



Yakimas-The Yakimas number 3,000 and have & reservation
in the southern part of the territory containing 783,360 acres
set apart for them by treaty of Jume 9, 1855. jhese Ipdians
belong to numerous bands, confederated under &he title of
Yakimas,
Many of them, under a@0dfdd the able the able nianagementof their
present agent, have noticeably advanced in civilization
and are good farmers a skilled mechanicse. J‘he manual labor school
at the Yakima agency has been scamplete success and of incalculable
benefit in imparting tot he children a practicaly‘ knowlsdge of
farming amd of the different mechanical arts. * heir principal wealth
i3 in horses of which they own 12,000, :L he fact that the reservati on
for these Indians is located east of the Cascade Mountains away
from all comtact with the whites hasdoubtless tended in
a great measure to male this what it is =--the model a gency
on the Facific slope, though to this result the ene gy and devotion
of #gent lebur have greatly catributed.
Churches have been built on the reservation whicha re well
attended, the services beiw caxducted by native preachers.,
lhere are at rresent two schools wiith an a ttendance
of 44 scholars. Under the provisions of the treaty made with these
L,dians in 1855 appropriations to c ontinue for a limited number
of years aremade annually for their benefit as follows:
For venericial cbjects ¥6,000(two installments due af ter which
they are toreceive %4,000 annually for five yearsd for the supp rt
o f schools, pay of teachers, purchase of books etc, $4,700; for
employss of different kinds, %12,600; for keeping in repair shops,
mills, hospitals and agency=buildings etc ¥1,600 and f or salary
of head chief $500, "I"'hese appropriati ons with the exception of
the first item are to contilnue twenty years from the date of the
treaty,



Chehalis and other , remanants of tribes and parties tono
treaty with the government--:hese Indians number about 600 amd
have & reservation of 4,522 acres in the ea tern part of the
territory set apart far them by executive order of July 8, 1864.

A cons iderabls portion of t he land in this reservation is e xcellent
for agricultural purposes and quite extensive crops are being raised by
the I;dians of the Chelialis tribe. Non of the other tribes for

vhom the reservation was intended reside upon it, declining
to do so for the resm that they do not recognize it as their
own, and fear to prejudice their claims to other lands by so doing.
e..The Igdians herein referred to as not living upon the r eservation
are of the C_wlitz, Uhinook, Spoalwater Pay and Humboldt tribes.,
fhey profess to desire a home at the mouth of the Himboldt and Chinoose
r ivers where they originated,

Colville a nd other trives-—fhese ind ians mumbering 3,349 occupy
the northeastern portion of the territory. :hey have no treaty
relations with the Govermment and until the present year have

had noreservation st apart for them, :hey are now, however, to be
e stablished under an order of the Pre ident of July2, 1872,

in the general section of the Territory where they now are upon a
tract which i s bounded on the south anmd east by the Columbis
River on the west by the Okinkkene river and on the north by British
columbia, I he tribes for whom this reservation is designated
are known as Colville, Okinakanes, San Poels, 3 Lake bpokanes,

Coeur d'Alenes, Yalispells and Methows. Same of these Indians,
however, mve settled uponwalugb le fracts of land and have made
extensive improvements while others, to a considerable numbers
have begun farming in & small way at various points within the
distriect fran which it is proposed to remowve their respective tribes,

It is doub tful whether these individwals will voluniarily remove

to the reservation referred to, which is some distance west of their



present lOcation o It is proposed therefore to allow such &s arse
engaged in farming to remain where they are, if they so desire,
Owlng to the influx of whites into the country thus £laimed or
occupied by these I;qdians ,manyy of them have been ¢ rowded out

ad some of them have had the ir own unquestionable improvements
wrested from them. ?his for a time during the past summer

caused con siderable trouble ax serious difficultudes were
apprehended; but thus far peace has been preserved by

8 liberal distribution among them of agricultural inplements, seeds,
blankets, etce. No funds are approprisated speclally for these Indians,
such supplies and presents are are given themb eing furnished from

the general incidental fund of the territory.
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Commissioner of Indian affairs 1878

ihe “merica s are an impatient people. They are not willing to await

tle length of time recessary to elevate a morally debased and savage
rade. T hey forget that their ancestors were cmce a race of
idolators and that it took a thousand years to transform pagan Britain
into Christian ®ngland. -

Progress which seems slow when considered from year to
¥»sar 1s seen to be considerable when vi wed by desades. Iwenty years

fro@0 ago the Klamath Nation was in utter darkness. Yheir best men
were controlled by thepasest superstitions. hemasses were very low
and very degraded.

“n eclipse was regarded with the greatest horror. #t an eclipse of &
the moon they set up themost hideous howlings in order to frighten
away what they pegarded as a monstepus fish dndeavoring = to eat
up that luminary. 'l'hey regarded their medicine men with
superstitious dread suppoding that they had the power to kill or cure
by unseen means @ven when at a great dis.ance.Theya lsobelieved
that their doctars could socontrol the elements that by their
1ncan‘taticns they could cause it torain or mt to
rain.

They had very vague ideas of & “upreme Being of a future state and of
- moral responsibility. They were cruel in war, sometimes making slaves of
| t elr captives andsometimes torturing and scalping their victims.
Their women were the most abject slaves and their infirm or old people
weré d ten left to die of neglect or starvation and
were frequently killed to get them out of the way.

Polygamy wac guite common, especially among those who had the
means to buy moretnan one wife, 'J-'heywere very tyrannical in t heir
treatmeﬁt of their women. No regard washad for the rihts of unmarried

women, especially of young girls,. 1 heywere at the mercy of every



licentiows savage.
Ten years ago the wark of civilization had just begun. the light was
breaking throwh the darkness. # few minds began to lave a
preception of the r degredation and b egan tostruggle to rise sbove
it. ®mong those were “low, now the head chisf o the nation
and David Hill, a chief and interpreter.Thesemen a e today really
Christian men and sincere lovers of peace.
ec.prostition is practiced by a few only who visit the fort,
....'-“he belief in t he supernational power of their doc tors is cause and cure
8lckness to influenc the weather ami all natural phenomena is one of the
lgst superstitions which they give up.,if &#indeed an Indian ever did
xomplet ely relinquish the idea. It is campletely interwoven
in their nature ard it takes samething more than the mere
dictum of the white man or & disposition on the Indian s part tobe
ke the white man to overcome what is inbred in hi s be inge.
A great many prefer the white doctbors, not because 'they have
no faith in the Indian doctors but because they think that he makes them
sick for the purpose of extorting a fee framthem fort he cure. there
i1s alsoa gensral belief among the Indians that the Ir doctors are not as
powerful 4m these degenerate modern days al they were anciently, when
they ¢ ommuned faced to face wit the Great Spirit.
J.H. Roork, I dian agent,
Klamath #gency, Lake county Ore.,
August 20, 1878



