Wash'tn Suptey. Moe 5, Roll 18
Fort Simcoe, w*T. Sept, 20,1861

To BeP, KendalZ 8unt of Indlan for “ashligtan Lerritory (sic)
Dogr Sip:

The undcrgligned having lesrned that efforts were beiag male
to have A.A., Cancroft rem our egent removed to some other rescrvati-
and believing thet such a removal wo1l¢ be grest injustice to him, and
detetrimentnal to all the intercsts of the Indiens upon this Revervation
would specificelly ask you to consider thet within nine months le.t past
we have had four egents (with many undor cnes) on coaing ed becoming
a little amequaintrd with tho Indlans and meking them many, very many
promises they did not stey to verify; then anothoram® son on utiil
the Indians say tley smmxexrxizsx have lost their heart,

My, “ancroft has been apnocintcd and sent on by the néw'administrztion
and the Indiens have adopted him @s their agent, end are locking to.
him as the sood man, the new Tyee has sent them from the land afar
off, and he has fairly entered 1ito his work and tho confidence thal
hacd bcen lost by the meny chenges , on the part of the Indlans, being
restored and b siness mutiers are assumin: a better appearsnce in every
depertment of the reservation,

Plane cre made end being faithfully exccuted in providing for the
approaching winter; and now with the chunpe we have had, with the mex
near eppr-ach of winter,and the gener:l condition of the Indiens to
male gnother change, we judse would result in 4incaluleble hesrm snd we fear
in war.

“e pray you therefore not to make a chiage, your servants truly.

James . Wilbur, supts of teaching; J.7. Dickarson, Alfred lall,
T.K. Shipley, C-¥. Bryent, J.R. Stark, Y, Ligget, "illlam Wright, TeO.

Jenkins,



Wash'tn Suptey. Yo, 5, Boll 18

.

Office Yekima Ind, A gency, Fort Simcoe
W.T. Sept 30, 1861
wir:

I+ nccordance wth the repulations of the I dien Depte. I subnit
this my report for the fractional quarter crmmencinz August 1lst end
endirr “epterber 30th, 1861, |

The report of ¥r, Snelling, supt., of Farming( a c opy of which is
herewith eaclosed, contains e full st tement of the ferming operations
of the fraectionel querter and is recom-ended to your nttention, e
fence ment!oned by him a8 being ne rly complctod wes turned over by my
predeccunsor as complete throu:h nearly ell of the lsbor of trection has
been done Bince the lst Auguet the watoriels only being on the sround
at that time,

I found on teking chrroe of this reservetion the flour mill
contracted for by Sub.Agent Gosnell 1 process of erection snd tho aaw
mill slreedy bullt employed in ménufacturinj lumber for the fiour mil!
and tho flume asttached torether w':h providing for thevants of the
indiens which have been satisfied to & cons idersble extent as will
apprar by my return of issues for this q-arter,

I am gled to be elle to report the Indians in my Agency dietrict to
be well disposed toward the whites and apperently desirous of caerrrving
out their tresty stipuletions which disposition the distribution of
their annunities the last of which are now under contruct for
transportetion to the post, will doubtless encourage.

4 yery smell proportion of the Indisns who properly belong upon
this reservation, hove as yet been 8cttled here end I would respectfully
recomend thet steps 'be taken to carry the trerty into o flfect in this
particular es enrrly as possible in the coming spring.

1'he want of o hesd chicf causes much nconvenience tot his offics
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and I would recom-end that same sulteble chief be selected snd that
position be conferred upo: him which woul give him amuthority to se tle
dlsputes in refercnce to stock and other nroperty amon: the Indians
with which the agent is now continuelly troubled,

The only bu ildings which I found taken up eos sgency bu ldings
on taking charge are three farm houses, old end much out of repeir
and the house ot the mill which 18 not entirely comnleted. The

buildings at the post erected by «ilitary Depts and occuplied by this
agency are both nuneroug md cepacious and admirebly adapted for the
purposes req ‘red,
The abundasce of rood arable lend dn the im1edia§e vicinity of this
agency is such as to render it quite prgcticable to maske this reservation
self sustai 1 ¢ so far as cereal an  vegetsble products are concerned
and on the com» letion of the flour mill all the {lour reguired for
next fall end winter ccn be made on the re crvation if sufficient crops
of whrnt are xmdmz raised., Itaay not e possible to carry into effoct
all the sug; stions of the Supt. of Parming in this particular for want
of sufficient weans yot [ exprct to get in a good crop for the next
harvest, I shall plough a considerable quantity of lsnd for e
Indians this fall !f the seaeson permits as I conceive that encaruging
thea in habits of agricultural Industry is of paremount importénce.
Yours feupectfully
4,A, Bancroft, Indien Agent for
Yakimenation

to Hon Be P, Rendall

Supt. Ind, Affairs

O'ympis, W,T,



Wash'tn Supteye 0. 5, “0l1 18 Fort ®imcoe, Oc:, 12, 1861

To BeF, Kendall, supt. of {ndian Affa'rs, W,7,

21
I rec'd yours of tho 10th cmtrining my discharge from
further scrvice as supt. of tesching and asn order to turn over the oroperty
belonzin~ to the Indlen Yepartmeat in my cherze to the agent which
wos dme on the 1lth inst,
I waa apoointed to this field of labor by the Opreron #nnual
Confersnce of the llethedist Eniscopal Church. Is it permissible for me

to remain here without expense to t he rovernm nt,

Yours Truly

famez 1. ¥ilbur,



wash'tn Suptcy. Yo. 5, Roll 18
Office Yakime <nd. Agency
Fort Simcoe W,T, Octoher 12, 1861

Sir:
¥ill you csuse to be sent to this 4gency, forty (40) stand of

J.5, Rifle muskets with four thousand {4,000) founds of esmmunition
for the same, In case the muskets cemot be procured, the rifle is
next Cesireble,

Yours Resprctfully

A.A, Bancroft

Ind, Ageat for Yakima Netion

to Hon B+F, rmencdell

Supt. Ind. Affairs, W,T,



“ash'tn Suptoy. Yo, 5, Roll 18
07fice Yakime I'd. Acenoy

Fort Simcom w,™, Tovember 17,1361

Y ur communication of the 11lth inst, hove boen recd.

“re m, Pope a3 not been cortinued on thls rescrveti,m es suttler
but ae laborer, the only white laborer at present employed on the
reservetime,

In accordance with your instructions of 1lth inst, I discharged ¥r,
Trevett, com issary having previcusl: removeé@ hia Crom the bosition of
clerk, nder your iistructions of 1lth ult,

fou are of course avare that there is attris time s very large
amount of goods of vericus kids ¢t t %s agency forwsrded forthe first
payment of @, nunities to the Yakima dation under Yre ty of June 9,1855,
:he distribution 6? these goods has been d eloyed from ti=e to time
for reasons doubtless satisfootory to the parties giving them, but which
havo alltogether failed to satiafg the Indians, who compiain and n oy
Judgueant justly, thet the zc~ds hav: been kept {rom thenm toc long.

I consider it of the utmost im ortance thet theso m nuaities be glven
to the Indians sonn as it is extremely doub ~ul if poaceable rolstions
with tl.em can be -reserved through the wiater if the distribution
should not be made, To prepsre end arran'e 30 meany goods and jet them
into & »roper condition to issue » OREEn&zBEin requires an amount of
labor which I shold be unable to perforn havinc een deprived of the
asslstsance of both clerik and ccmmisgboy who wereo expected toesttend to
such duties and ! have accordingly engered the service: of wr, 5,1,
Sexton and Mr ? B, Trevett for that purpose gnd desire continuing them
on L his capacity until the mnunties shell have been dist ributed,
~......I would respectfully call your ettention to the fret that in

congequence of the discherge of severel employees by yourself, together



2

with resignations, the number of white: on this Heservation is too
small should my difficulties occur with the Iadisns which the weakness
of the post invites, The vacancies referred to hove existed now for
more than one month and the interests of the reser ation have suffered
very much in consequence. I am in the utmoat neecd of o carpenter, plourh
maker md blacksmith, end hcwe becn unable to Perride furmish to
‘ndians A1lingly and competent to plouch their own lands the
nece-sory faming fmplements for w ant of the two 18t named articiens,
I woulcd again csll your sttention to the embarrassncnt I labor undep
for want of funds, both for present use and for payment of amount due
‘ndian employes from agents Cosnell and Hutchins, as mentioned in my
letter to yo: of the 2d inst, I presume from the fret that both these
gentlemén reteined ell the certifiec vouchers of this class In this
office, thet this is the only place w here they cen be conveniently
be peid snd as thése Indians depend entirely upon the proceeds of their
summer labor for thix their winter supplies, Iwould urge the
transmission of these funds et as early a date as possible,
Under date of October 12th I requested that forty stands of arms
be furnished for the use of this agency. If they are not eslready on
the way, you wil oglige me much by forwarding them at once as I anm
quite without prope? means of defence should my such noceasity
arioe,
*ours Reopectfully

4,). Bancroft

Indlen Agent rop

Yakime “ation
To Hon Be7, Rendaell

Supt. Ind, Afrairs, Oiymnia 4,7,



Wash'tn “yptey. No. 5, Roll 18

Office Yakina Ind. Azency

Fort simcoe 7.T, Dec. 12th, 1861
Sir:

I have determined to lasue the annuitles to the indiens under ny
charge, com:encing on Mendar, Dec., 30th end have accordiagly sent word
to the dif“erent bands entitled %o reccive then under the tresty,

It is quite probable thaf vory many Indians will be provented from
gttending km the distribution by the severiﬁy of the weatheor, ir
thias proves to be the case, I g)8a1! reteln a roper pro ortion of the
roods for diatribution at some time in the springe

Owing to the ncn-arrival of the invoices of these goods, which
were recelved from Rockland, I am obliged to make an invoice as I open
them which I shall be able to do and also got the zcods it order for issuing
bef re the 30th,

Moping this %111 meet with your ap-robation.
I remain,
Tours I‘esr;r_-ctfully
A;p, Bancroft, incian Agent for
Yaxima Hation
to Hon B*F, Kendell,
Sgpt. Inde Affailrs,

Olyapis, W, T,



Fortlan , Dec. 18th, 1861

“ashn'tn “u;ptey. Wo. 5, Foll 13 Mr. B°7. Kendle, Desr Sir:

I have beoen employed ss hed miller in the flouring mill at the Simcoe
Indian Reser-ation. I put the mill in good rmning order and sround
neerly all the prein of all kinds, including peas on the recervation
and then concluded to lesve the reservation and instwd of zettin- =y pay
as 1 expected to previous to my employmend the agent gave me a voucher
for my time only vhen I was promised my expenses before I left to and
from this place as I would not be wanted but for s short time at the
mill, I have therefore addressed these lines to you tolnow whether
you will pay the voucher and when and whether you are ot liberty to allow
me these expenses wh!: h I believe wes sbout ¥23 as I gm in
want of the monev. I would be glad to hear from you By the first
onportunity.

Yours Most Respcctful‘y

Andrew Vray



“agh'tn Sypteye 10e 5, foll 18
Office Yakima Indian Agency

Fort Simcoe, w*T. Dec. 20,1861
Com. of indian Afrairs, “ashington City, D.C.
Sir:

The form of osth received Bome ti o sinco.I hercwith return to you
subscribed to by all the white employes on the Reservaetion end
acknowledged before e Yotary Public, a justice of the peace not being
acceptsble. Their tres smission has becendelayed a short time for the
arrivel of a noterye. I have to state thet the oath wes cheerfully takon
by all the emnloyes with the excet ion of two, viz: Dr. P.H. Roberts,
physicion and B.7, 8phelling, supt. of farminge. After reading the eirculer
they remarked in substunce as follows(the views of the persons werc
substentially the s ame) that they would take ‘he oath but not cheerfully,
8nyingethey could not afford to lose the money due them, but if the funds
were here to pay trem off the Department might go to--ssaid the ocath was
an impos’tlich, denounced the act of Congress requiring it as foolish
eand nonsensicsl, calculsted to make then aliens etc. 4fter considering
the matter afew ninutcs and the »rospect of being reported they
retrected somewhat and protested thast they weore ﬂnion nen and would
stand bj the government and ao far as the spirit of the osth was concerhed
they took it cheerfully, nevertheless considered the osth foolish snd
unnecessarys. “ithout wishhg to prejudice your mind or do injustice
to these men I must say I believe their sympathies are too much with -
the so:th. ¥r, “nelling is a Rentuckien, he openly denounces the war
as unjust, uncalled for and cruel. IN consequence of Sypte. xendall's
pos.tion towerd me and as these men are his frirnds I had deemed it

adv;sable 10t to s8end this rebort throurh his office.
"ery respectfully, your obt scrvant, A*A, Bancroft, Indiena gent



Wash'tn “unteys Nee 5, Roll 18
Office of thc Yax!ma *nd. Agency,
Fort simecce, “.T, Jan. 13,1862
Sir:

Un the 6th inst I suspended from @uty Dr. S.H. Roberts,
physician on this rosorvation on the follewing cherges. fhat during
the recent distribution of ennunities at t ' ggency he attempted to
incite the Lndians apgainst the ir a‘ent by tEX¥ixy stetlns to them that
80 long ss he (the egent) remained here there would be no money sent
to the reservi.tion, That at the same time he induced mény of the
*3dirns tec 8i™n & naper or papers which he represented to thoem would
have the effect to rcmove the agent, ané attempted unsuccessfully
to Induce meny others to do so, ststing to thea that the Ageat was
a bad men, and therefore unfit for the ploce.

All of which readeri g him In my Judgmest a dasgerous persoax
to be upon the reservation. I scceordingly suspended him fram duty
and directed "im tc lc ve within s few days.

ﬁespectfully yours

A.p, Baacroft

Inde A gent for “aikima Hation
1o Hon 3+, ¥ -dell, Supt. Ind. Affairs,

Olympia, 9,T,



: Office “akima Ird. #gency
dggh'tn “uptey. Moo 5, “oll 18

Fort Simcoe, %.T. Jan.33 th,1882
Sir:

‘ I have to report the corpletion, on the 6th inst, of the disiribution
of annuities to the L dians belonging pon this reservat ion, which I
comienced on the 1lat.

e Indians apprared to be very well setisfied with the zoods,
thourh at first doclaring thst they would not take thome I issued to
(1458) fourteen hu dred and fifty eight men, women end childrm. I
will forward a more comple te renort with the abstrects of distribution
copies of vhich are now making,

I rec'd from Rockland from Ind. “gte W.B. Gosnell one
hundred riding ssddles which were purchased some time ago by *r.
innsdale e« Con you rive me any information es to thé proper disposition
to be mode of them,
Respectfully
Your obt. Servti.
5,A. Bancroft
Ind. Agent for ‘okima Nation
flon B*F, Kendall,
Supt. Ind, Affairs,

Olymoia WeT,



Lige bt
wash'tn Suptey. Hoe 5, foll 18 0ffice, Yek. Ind. Agency

Fort Simcoe WeT. Jan, 31,1862
Sir:

i have to report the complection on the 6th inst of the distribution
of the first pay't of snnuities to the Iandiuns belonging tothis
Agency,and you will herewith recelve the abstricts of cistribution in
triplicate.

Owing to circumstsnces entirely beyond my control, the 30th
Dec, ult, was the eariiest period at which the *ndians could be brougit
to this Agency to reccive their gocds, though L was very desirous
that the busine s should have been completecd before the winter was so
fer advanced,

On first coming together there waa & very genersl disp gltion manifest
by the Indiens not to receive the goods. -lany said that they wer not l
consulitced on theTreaty for the land and wo'ld not give it up end
taite pay for it, but upon being convinced that the lend wes go0ld and
would not be given back to t hem, they conclided to receive the goods
with which they e oeared well oleased, Owing to the deep snow very wany
lhdians who are entitls d to annuities frem this agency snd who doubtless
wish to accept them could not come for them this winter. In order to do
justice to this class * have retained a portion of the gfoods for Cis=-
tr'bution in the spring,

Haying 70 inv-ice of these goods “mm unable to state what 1s the
cost in money of the emt, distributed. It cen d-ubtless be ascertained
when the vouche®s come to light. I observe from the copy of a report
by Agt. R.Z. Lansdale to “upt. “eary on file iIn this office that the
total cost of goods purcha ed for the first pay't of an u'ties to th;
Yoiima indisns, in the “tlantic States, comes short of thirty nine
thousand dollars (w39,000) By the tre ty the first pay't was tobe
sixty thousand dollars (960,000) to e expended in opening farms etc

for the Indians and no part of the Y60mO00 was to be expended in
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traasportation of any goods that might be procured as a part or whole
of thelr paye. I would call your attention to this matter as if this
report of the cost of these goods is correct there is yet some
¥21,000 due to these Indians on the first Payt which could be
expended in the manner c ntempletecd bv the trenties with very hanpy
results,

In conclusion I would urfe thet the fund for .... payments of
annuities for these peocple be put into the 'ands of the agent as he
and he alone ic awaere of the mammer in vhlch the Indisns with the money
ex>ended, concerning which they shou d be consulted In sccordance with
the plain terms of the treaty.

Yours B

gspectfully

A«s, Bancroft

I1d1an Agent Yak. Tation
To Hon B, Kendell,
Supte of Ind, Affairs,

Olympia, *,T,



Wash'tn Suptoy., Ho. 5, fol1 18 Office Yekima Ind. Agency,
Fort Simcoe, GeT, Warch 25, 1863
Rmme Sir: .
IPbease Tind rncloacd & report of matters st this 8encye
Capt. Llarris, with 25 men, arrived here ocn the 13th a é 1oft‘ycsterfaﬁ
for “alles, %hile herche sent a messenzer for “mo-holly to come !n, he
refised and-treated the messenger rudely. ‘he cept. th! ks he will
be Instruc'ed tc retum with a stroager force andvisit dmohally. Wihen
the ‘nd, messenger errived he found Quintal-quin (who formeriy hadbeen
obnoxious to “mo-holly eml another chitf in council with him which
somewhat excites our Suspiéions. With regerd to this whole movement of
calilng in troops at this time, I am well coaviiced that Session snd
malice have much to do w'tk it. This knot of Sessessionists on the “ekima
have becn workin-~ for this thing for more than three months. I would not
willingly censure Yant, Harris but 1t lsimpossivle to view ﬁhat I
considér a P08 correct view of the caze without exhidbiting pa tiality
to the motives of this expedition. Thcy calle ' for the troops, they
condoected them in, one .of their mumber scrved as interpreier (& thourh
I offered them ours) . I asked himwhen and whers he would melke his
investizations of fering himour office, he could@ aot tell when and
what business of that neture was done trhey would do it thelir .... which
with one cf our
[Note pasted on p. 1lee25 fhi; repert from ~moholly cume to Juére
Thorp, he wrote to “apt, ilarris and sent it here with all speed and
the Capt. sen* me the dispatey. My confidence in the correctness of 1t
of late has become much xxmmex shaken]
large bu!ldingse. e.eofall, Thorp and Bolt, managed the busine sl
entirely, d awing in differeat +ndians such aa they could muster and
questicning them in privatea I respectfully sugﬁested to Capt. Harris
that I wes coanfident there wa somcthing wronp at the bottom ofthis

affair and added we hed many Xxmdzx +nds. on ‘he rese vstion whom we
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put confidence in, who have repeatedly sald they had no knowle dre
and never heard of murders or othor outraces except from fjm. iall. The
capte. repliecd thet one of our indians told lr. Folt vesterday
that he knew as well as he wished to know thet three white men had boen
murdered ncar us,., loslked the Capte. who tie Ind, was. Jir. “ilhem alsc
pre¢: sed ﬁiw, assuring him that we were dcoply interesicd, but he repiled
he was not at liberty to give the name, *They have however, off,
what they csll testimony such as Holy says he will swesr to and no
man at the age ¢ kiows what it is, nor from whom talen. ‘his so mds
of the trial o’ witches in olden tlmes, 'r, liilhem ecvised =we yesterdry
that he was ot 028ily alarmed, not afraid of Indians but he w as
affraid of “esslonists., AL Capt. !larris regqucst *+ made out e report
of matters at thic a ency as I vievwed ther, 85 he wished a cony to lay
before “en., “lbord which I 0 frnished hime. Pleasc Instruct in the
following cer3aes:Three or four of the-e Yakama men clalm to have the ir
houscas broken onen and property te a lar-e amount teken sné w'sh to
mow what thne aent will do with regurd to compenczetion and punishing
the “ndlans,

“ould earnestly solicit your instructions with rezerd to these cases
as the clamor will so n be raised,

Laat evening 1 11s®® invited all the employees into the office for
848 an intcrcheare of views, I think they were of one miad , that this
was a cbmplete farce, but it nightbe well to pur ocur firearms in order
"Trust God andkeep our powder drr.: Also to employ Joe Twihold, a
very shrewd and intelligent Ind, mho'servcd in the late war aus scout
anc expressmn, te watch our eastern border., I can prove that *sll,
the first namecd in this matter, c aid last Dec.t hat he would be
revengéé on thos d.d. Methodists at “imcoe b cauwse they w uld ot let
him keep.a SAR squaw n1or sell whiskey. Jud-e Thcr-p also says he

wishes to breek up this arency smd turn it ato a militury post. Are
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now havin; a very little grass in our valley, days plessant but ground
free,es at nicht.
I Very “esprctfully
Your obt. servt.
AL, Baicroft
*nd, Apent
Hon C,¥, Hale,
Supt. Ind, Affairs,

Olym»is, %.T,



SmOWnA 14 . Fli©: M1CIOCOPLi®s @ I'eCcOoras in

National #rchives No. 5, roll 18
(Letters from &nployees Assigned to Yakima #gency, “ug. 16,1861-Pec.31,
1868)

Orfice Yakima Indian Agency
Fort Simcoe, W.T. March 20,1863
B4r:

Please find enclosed a report of matters at this agency. Capt.
Harris with 25 men arrived mxmmxzm here on the léth and left yesterday
for the Palles, He sent a messenger for Smoholly to cane in, he refused
and treated the messenger rudely. The captain think he will be instructed
to return with a stronger farce and visit Smohally. “hen the messenger
arrived he found “uintal-quin(who had formerly been obnoxious to Smohally
ard another chief in council with him which soms what excltes our
suspicions with regard to the whole movement of calling In troops at this
time, I am well convinced that Secession and malice have mch to do with
it, This lmnot of Secessionists on the Yakima have been working for this
thing for more than three months.

I would not willingly censure Capt. Harris but 1t is impossible
to glve what I casider a correct view of the case without exhibiting
partiality to the moves of this expedition. They called fa the troops,
they conducted them 1n, one of their number served as in terpreter
(although I offered them ours) I asked him when and where he would make
his investigations, offering him our office, he could ot tell when and
what himself of that value was dome, they xmid wa 1d do at their
headquarters which was one of our large buildings. Messrs Hall, Thorp
and Holt managed - the business entirely, drawing in dissatisfied Indiamns
(such as they ¢ ould mould)and questioning them in private. I
respectfully suggested to Capt. Harrls that I was confldent there was
something wrong at the bottom of this affair amd added we had many

Indians on the reservation in which we put contidence who had reportedly



(<]

sald they had no knowledge ard never heard of murders or other outrages
except from Wm ? Hall. “he Capt. replied tha one of our Indians told
ktmxt Wm, Hall yesterday that he knew that three white men had been
murdered near us., I asked the Capt. who the men were, Mr. Wilhelm

al30 «-- assuring him that we were all deeply interested , but he meplied
he was nd at liberty to give the names. They haee however offered
kmxkimaxyxkx what they cal testimony such as HOlt says he w1l swear to
and no man at the agency lmows what 1t is nor from whom taken. This
sounds of the trial of wiches in olden times. Mr. Wilbur assured me
yesterday that he was not eamily afraid of I, dians but he was afraid

of Secessionists,

Ag Capt. Harris request I made ait 8 report of matters at the agency
as I view them as he wished a copy to lay before Goneral d1bert, which
I furnisked him,

Please Instruct In the following cases. Three or four of those Yakima
men claim to have their hous es broken up amd property to & large amount
takenal amd wish to know vhat the agent will do with regard to compensation
and punishing the I dians. "ould earne stly solicit your instructions
with regard to those cases as the c lamor will soon bs raised.

Last evening I invited all the employees into the officefor an
int erchange of vliewsx8f@ I think they were of one mim that has been
a complete farce, but 1t might be well to put owr firearms in order,

(Tageph)
"trust God and keep yar powder dry." Also to employ Lae-twi-halt, a
very shrewed amd intelligent Indian_who served in the late war as scout
and expressman to watch our eastern border,.

I can prove that Hall the first man in this matter said that he
would be revenged at Simcoe be cause they =mmmX would not let him keep a
squaw nor sell whiskey. Judge Thorp also says he wishes to bresk up
this agencyand turn it into & military pxwk post,

A.B.Bancroft to Hon C.H. Hale



Vgsh'tn Supteye. Woe 5, “oll 18
Office Yakima I1de “gency
Fort Simcoe, Wash -, June €2
Sir:
Yours of 25th 1ltoc was roceived on the 7th i 8t to which T bep leave
to reply.
In the first nlnce "you call éy atto tion to t he necess ity of reducing
the number of omplorecs down to what is pla‘nly autﬁorizodh and say that
accord ‘ng to your undersiandiag of the wreﬁty I have greastly exceaded
whet is a’lowed. I7 I have in any itS*rﬂoE transcended my duty or
authority, I certa nly very much resret it. But belleving ss I do that
L have in mattess connected w'th m duty, as Iad. Agent acted within the
pale, I remaln without self reproach. You say"thst the shepherd, teamster,
clerk, laborer, cook and asslstant in distributing anwﬁities e wholly
unauth rized.

In reply T woul? state that In entering upon the dutles of thils
agency I found those positions occrp'd and work for them to doe I found
teans, both ox and 'orse, am¢ eband of sheop ' raiz which no bent fit
co1ll be derrived without $eamsters on 8 shepherd, fhctresty
provlidea for mills, but no miller, for the differcnt shops end artisans
but ot for mecessary materials such a3 coal, lumber, etce. Of course
mills are usele’s w'thout a 2iller, equally usescles: aebe toams without
a teamster and shons @ftﬁout wterial to work thems

I@ *+ think in rora:d tc a cook there s grest econ -y in time and
provisions for one r~erson %o cock for d i, than for everyone to cook for
himself. ¥hen I a simed the dutlies of this arency I found In the
office no forms or conies of the oroper accounts for meking
querterly returms, and haviag m self no experience in that kind of account
keeping I could not ret slong without "elp in the office. I enm

conifident sir, that no one man can discharge the dutles of acent and cbek
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clerk at this egoncy. I do not think I have, a8s that I shal) have at the
end of this quarter which wil' comprisc one year, expended the amount
ap ropriated for these ~urposes, or have I in my jud-sment emploved
mere help thrn the nature of derertment reguirements de=saded,

“ithre-srd to “a. Yeo. Drew [sic] asz miller I repred tc state that
in absence of my having a17r knowledge ac notice of !Mr, Dreuts
appointmeat to thet stotion L hacd entered !ato necsgary arra zeoments with
another pe son who in apdditicn to beinr 8 good grist and saw il r is
also a comnetent millenright. I exceedingly regret tho disappointment
thet ¥r, Drew has beon sub jected to, for nothing can be further from
my uinéd. In the concluding paragrsph of your letter y7iu tell me "you will
bear in mind that y-u crn nelther appoint or discharge the regular ¢m-

"pon thls head, with te most r spectfully difference for your

ployes.
opition, I bor lecve to differe { cla’m it as a right, pertisent to
me 83 the apnointed en authorizecd agent of th'ls Yakima Tation end
vOd0uOtdd what I wouid wish tc live for is the prosperity and efficiency
of t' is ageicy.
Sir, verait me to say fxnxkiiﬁfrsnkly that I have hdd scme experience
in months past of havi: employees forcéd uvncn me, over whcm I could
have little or no control and yot held responsible fortiivir eactse.
juch a8 st -te of thiags wéuld be sure to re-sult not in harmony and
pEsSstbR2ity prosperity, but the reverse.
The view I havo takensof this matter is the the Sypt. holds
somebhing is thst the supt. holds sorethiag like a veto power over the
egent's anpointments, and shoild he see ... to rejecct one, the agent
appoints another and submits him mlso. I L am not rizht L would tnank
you to co rect me for I iatené to harmoiise with those holdine- positions
above me. Heport soys you are abcut to visit Yimcoe which I t rust you
w111l do et your earliest convenience asyou could then bettef

understand our dnties and our wents,
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Will you nlease instruct me in one point. Hr, BVL' Recd was

appointcd supte. of tecching by “r. LeGell last Oct ‘AF' “g remained
here untill Jen 9th rendering no service whstover to tﬁe aaount of
one dollar per month, ‘He left before 1i ht in the mppnin taking
Department property with him which has ot been rctuﬁ&&d.
For about one week before 1 eving ne employed :imself ﬁ\ Grewing
Indians into his room and inducin; them by promises %o §$§ﬁ a
petition for my removal, “#fter bei s sbsent for & few weéks he wrote
me for tis voucherc. I repliec that if he would fi11 ouﬂ\vouchers

!

that would tell the truth I would sign them. -~ wish to ourgue a just

Please beer in mind thet we are at this agency destitute O\t
4

and judicious course i1 this wmatter and would thenk you f?q \sur views,

I\
Bsinews of ..." Very respe-tfully

R
Ynur obl. servt, ; \
A.A. Bancroft / \ \
ind. Agent for “akams lation \"‘s\\’;c)
to Hon .7, Male | \\"\\ \\
Supt. Ind. “ffatre w.7, \ \f‘\

Olymplas




Smowhala. File: lMicrocoples o r.ecords in

National ®rchives Noe 5, roll 18
(Letters from Amployees Asaigned to Yalkima #gency, fug. 16,1861l-Pec.31,
1868)

Office Ygikimam Indian dgency
Fort Simcoe, V.7, lar h 20,1863
81r:

Please fird enclosed a raport of matiers at this agency. Capte
Harris vith 26 men arrived mmsexmm hers on the 1l6th amd 1sft yesterday
for the Palles. lle sent a messenger for Smoholly to came in, he refused
and treated the messenger rudely. ‘he captain think he will be instructed
to return with a stronger farce amd vis it Smohally. ®hen the nessenger
arrived he found “uintal-quin(who had formerly been obnaxious to Smohally
arml another chisf in councll with him which somewhat excites our
suspicions with regard toc the whole movement of calling in troops at tuis
time. I &am well convinced that Secession armd malice have mch to do with
ite *his lnot of Secessionists on the Yakima have been work'ng for this
thing for m re than three months.

I would not willingly censure Capt. Harris but it is impossible
to give what I casider a correct view of the c&se without exhibiting
partiality to the moves of this expedition, They called far the troops,
they conducted them in, one of thelr number served as Interpreter
(although I offered them ours) I asked him when and where he wuld make
his investigations, offering him our office, he could wt i:ell when and
what himself of that valué was dame, they mmic wam 1d do at their
headquarters which was one of our large buildin;s. Messrs Hall, Lhorp
and Holt menaged the busineus entirely, drawing in dissatisi'ied Indisns
(such as they ¢ ould mould)and questioning them in private. I
respe ctfully suggested to Capt. Harris thet I was confident there was
something wrong at the bottom of this affair amnd add_ed we had many
Indiane on the res.rvation in which we put con: idence who had reportedly /
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said they led no knowledge amd never hsard of murders or other outrages
except from Wm ? Halle the Capt. replied thed one of our Indians told
kimck ¥m. Fall yesterday that he knev that three white men had besn
murdered near use I asked the Capt. who the men were, Nr. Wilhelm
8180 ~-= assuring hin thet we wore all deeply interested , but he peplied
he was nd at liberty to give the namss. They hage however offered
kantimoxyxix what they cal testimony such as Holt says he w1l swear to
and no man at the agency inows what it is nor from whom taken. This
sounds of the trial of wiches in olden times. Mr, Wilbur assured me
yesterday thet he was not easily afrald of I,dians but he wms afraid
of Seceasionistse

4t capt. larris request I made a1t a report of matters at the agency
as I view them as he wished a co y to lay before Yenaral d1bert, which
I furnished hime

Please instruct in the following cases. Three or four of ti.ose Yakima
mén claim to mve their hovses broken up armd property to a large amount
takenml ard wish to know vhat tle agent will do with regard to comnensation
and punishing the Indians « "ould earne stly solieit your instructions
with regard to those cases as the c¢:lamor will soon be raised.

Last evenirg I invited all tke employees into the officefor &n
int erchange of viewsxz8nd I think they were of one mird that has been
a complote farce, but it might be well to put owr firearms in order,
"trust Uod eand keep yor powder dry.” Also to employ lae-twi-halt, a
very shrewed amd intelligent indian who served in the late war &s scout
and expressman to watch our eastern border.

I can mrove that Hall the first man in this matter said that he
would be revenged at Symcoe hecause they mmmx would not let him keep a
squaw nor sell whiskey. Judge Thorp also says he w shes to breck up
this agencyand turn it into a military pmuk poste

A8 Bancroft to lon C.H. Ials



“uperintendent of Indisn #rfairs, Olympis

¥,rt Simcoe March 20, 1863

(Note attached)

This report from “mohally came to Judge
hgpris anc semt it here vith all speed and the “aput. sent me the
dispatech . 1y canfidence in the correctne:s of it , of late, has becone

Thorp. He wrote to Capt.

much shaken.)



