U Yeb, 12, 1953
éngressnan Hal Holmes,

4th District, Washingtone

Doar Haljg
Thanks for the two letters, your last of February 6 just
recelved, informing “us Vianapums » that you have comrunicated with

-

Dillon S, Myer, Commissioner of tge Pureau of Indian Affairse Your
speed 1s amazing and appreclated, but certain things are occm':{ng to me
1-T know now ir. Myer'!s answer, because the goverrment has not been
in a position to know that the lanapums are separate people, as I can

now prove, b s linguistics, types of houses, culture, legends and
everything that would stand in cour te

He will sand you coples of letters to “us Wanaptl:ms," and the late
LeV. McWhorter (by a former commissioner.) Or, maybe there will be
a new obse 'vation now, Hence, my lettor at this times Frankly, just so
thesituation is cooking now, is fine but here is a thoughts

The Wanapums would obstruct no progress along the river, nor sesek to
exeepting to bring their own case into the pubbic lighta

The Celilo Falls and The Dalles Dam, blowing like it is now, and a
“wave of righteous indignation sweeping or starting to sweep over the
country, on top of possibleeconomy" shouts ete, etc, , while I might
wrlte some Indian yarns etc., I think it better +that you jJust quistly
probe a_round until the proper time cames,

"""he Wanapums are ripe nowe So are the other Indian cases,

I am encloaing, for your flles, two (sets ) of clippings covering
the Wanapums and the Celilo situatione And, are we getting the mail}
It shows what can hap en when the proper time comes, I'1ll give you
a few excerpltas

Wapatoe.lear editor: The Story of Casameca in the Yakima Sun. lerald
was vory touchinge I am sending you & DPOEmMes.s."By the Yalls of
the Columbia,

By the Sparlkling Celilo



July 12,1963
Ugar Robert:

I think you and Al ex and others might be more than a blt
interested in a release coming up from Sens, Magnuson and Jackson for
sunday « Tried to ccntact you today, and Hovis tonight.

Ferry el oint

Tk y are announcing an archaeolozical pro® ct at Lyons
agreement with the National Park “ervice, the Corps of Engineers, and the
1eg Parce Lribe wo: d be the basis or nplan for presentat’on to the deeral

Usurt for an order to nerform the work at the Lyons ¥

erry burial site, Under
this agreenent it is believed the work can be scheduled for the summer of
1964... he search will center in a one acre fenced area ncar the mouth of
the ralouse River, It contalns the marhed graves of 0ld Chief fones of the

Lribe, his wife and twc childrene.."

Tez Peroe
If these reople were Nez Perce t!ey mizht be richt. If thesewere Palouse,
where doez that leave the v imas,,,does it give the NP a foothold in
country not thelrs (lil= Celilo)? Have they the right to sign an agreement?
I have plenty of records concerning this band at Lyons ferry,?alouse which
Erwin , ¥llbur etc, went out at instructicm from govt., to get on Yakima

Reservation because they were Palouse, Thought you wonld want to know about

this, but probsbly you alrezdy know,



2

traditional pfoeedure in the reservation's historye.
Ioliefson, with the help of silent and openly werki=g diggruntled
trihesmen orn the Yakima Reservation, a small greun, 30 te 50,
has constantly warred on the hérd core of the tribe, tribalism, etc.
This has been through letters scattered i~ official channels and in
paperse.Most are financially inde)-rent as Yakimas go. But they are
enrolled.
I amsure their long persisterce helped bring abtout state jurisdiction
and at least set of the fire to spread to busine:s, farm and other
gr. upse
I llefson has introduced severzl Janti bills." Last year It was
a ti ber selloff . Success this tire i2p nds upon le=Success of Jjurisdiction;
2-coirt tests on jurisdiction; the Indian climate in ~reas of predominate
non~ Indiar ponul:tione
{he "termiration" bill vas clearly irtroduced through
Wilton-Icllefson tii ing to tine with the general couneil for which the
ageﬁda was revoecation of res lutions of past yearse +hes would have
shorn the tribal council of power, even the povwer to send a delegation
to Washington until a 3(-day nctification of an emergency meeting (%)
little unsure about the emergeney ©verlod in procedures &ﬁd with
way forces seem tc be cooperatirg, thc Yakima termination bill
couid have one out, unopposed etcs
The Coiville bill of last year provides 5 yenrs, but is bogging
down on advance programing although a Stanford BE economics survey has
beenrade. The Yakimas I know best are not tco great'y worried sbout
Hanother " T llefson bill, although I tell them there are nany forces
now combining, Indians "are loced upon differently" etcs and that
Bt is y understanding Wilton did "some work' ir the Klamath country

or at least patterns 'is rogram after Wade Crawford.



" March 23,1963

Mr, Bharles E. Minton,
Box 2195, Y

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Mr., Minton:
Thanks for your letter of March 18 and ‘revealing'
information,

Due to business (?) interests , a solid legislative bloc in the Valley
which has , with various town leaders fomented :uns ttled conditions,"
our newspaper climate, very frierdly untll two years ago, has become
very much like the legislatorse (explnatory due to stories inclosed for
information )e I am making marking two stories which I wrotes

No one, Indians and others except perhaps a special writer on the
morning paper knew of the filing of the Tollefson Yakima bill; H;R. 4919,
The story cxplains it was"requested" by E.J., Wilton of Tacoma, an
enrolled Yakima, not of Yakima blood but as I understand one of those
enrolled under the 1946 aet providing comnulsory enrollment for those
earlier allottede mwmmxthmugh He is a retired railway conductor,
apparently has money from some source, has organigzed off the reserva ion
Yakimas, mairly half bloods and has long campaigned for amendment of
the enrolliment act and opening to those of less than one-fourth degree
of one of the 14 original Yakima tribes or bandse There are some
inequalities, chiefly through inheritance that should haave been
remedled, although the Yakimas for sore reason have stood firm agalnst
a relaxation, The full blood, half blood ecor roversy is of long standinge

Tollefson a few years ago , through telegrams, letter campaign
etcs sought to bring -bout a Secretarial election, which "e dide
“epresentatives of the solicttor general's office were sent cut
and hearings were held, another election was held and was acceptede

This was durirg the reign of Glenn L. Emmons as I recalle It was the

first time "outside interference" has been injected irto the Yakima



I beli-ve the Yakima tribal membership wants t retain tribalism
and the Reservatione It is big for development, not large ¢éompared
with the N o but there's 8 billion feet of timber, lots of farm land elce
and industries are pop i g up and progr ms are being werked out ¢ and
they like their'freedom ' on the Reservation , even though crowded by the
non~ Indian communitless

No tglk yet, to my mhwkems knowledge cf incorporation, f eling
seems to be"termination" will be here one of these days, we'll take it
when it comes and is forced , would rather let develorment of resources
take are of thiﬂgs while we wait for the inevitables

Thanks for the copy of the talke Scunds like a top one with a
very good many pointédd appeal worthy of ca; turing lots of interests
Iherc are sore possibilities for youth "eourcit" here and 1'11 vass
the information along to dlex Saluskin, the TC chairman or Stanley
Smartlowit, youth , r-creation, etre. leader or committeeman for the
14 member councile

Thanks for sending the informatione It is apireciated from the
informative side, like your bulletin, I follow a very neutrsl policy
but the Yaks know I »m willing to help if they want me. Mostly they
are pretty enterprisirge

&nd thanks agai~, very much for the much aprreclated remarks

about "Strangers on the Lande" The Yakimas qétic d it in the tribal
office and were grateful.

Got a rote from keizmmx New lMexico Highwayse It's not available
up here but in ca:e a short reference or comient shows there and you
see it (the card indicated ore. would be fortheoring) I'd apureciate
a copy if an extra one shuis around,

Again, sincerely



October 30,1963

Mr. Charles E.Minton,

Executive Director,

Commission on Indian aAffairs,

Santa Fe, New Mexico (Box 2195)

Dear Mr. Minton:

My only "poor" excuse for not writing you before has been
that things have been moving too rapidly in our Northwest,a volumne of
my own work,including research on Samuel Hill, good roads founder sTallroad
magnate (son-in-law also of James J.Hill of the Great Northern Ry.), and
such excuses of little bearing.

But perhaps some notes will help acquaint you on situations, and a few
somewhat "prejudiced" written articles will be of interest.

Seven of the 14 member Yakims Tribal Council come up for election
at a General Council or tribal-wise meeting late in November. The increasing
part.blood attack, demanding teirmination eitc. has come out into the open afte:
a somewhat bloodless victory on certain phases of state leg:slation. But the
pattern, so.ewhat akin to the Klamath and even with earmarks of some advice
from that quarter is more evident. And similiar activities are under way
on the Colville and Umatilla Reservations.

Fyrst let me note that your Hewsletters hsve been nmaste rpieces of
writing and objectivity and worded in such a manner I could not. I could not
be as impartial. Your way no doubt is more effective. Of egspecial interest was
the section re: the late comm:ssioner who hails from the S uthwest. And
I wish also to add that the members of the Yakima Tribal Cow.cil, Robert
Jim, secretary, Alex Saluskin and others who have read the Newsletter eagerly,
are highly favorable to the Newsletter and its messages, clearly put and
based on the evidence, without show of “"sentiment" as I find myself indulging
in. .

Iwo of these gentlemen at least have felt a letter from me to you would
not be amiss,

Your attention is called to the article headed "Diss dent Indians
Nominate" and yo.r attention is called to remarks by Mr. Wilton. He has now
moved from lacoma to Wapato. Mone of the "dissident!" nominated candldates
are more than the bare one-fourth blood of Yakima blood. Pechaps some are
not even that, there being doubt as to their enrollment or the enrollment of
relatives in past years. This may show up in the Yakima Claim of Lrroneous
Enrollment now pending before the Claims C’urt.

I understand Mr. Grorud is somewhat of a professional with some background
on insular affairs, representing this type of gquasl Indian throughout the
U.5. Their interests are, it is my assumption and growing clearer, to obtain
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