Johngon 's Island
War of Rebellion, “ories IT, ‘ol VII. p 456

Daepot Irisoners of War near Sandusky, Ohio, July 10,1864

Cant. A,%¥, Mead, mEX actin: assistant adjutant-general
Sir: I have the honor tosubnit the following report of an inspection of
prison this mirming.

The policins during the week has bron thorourhly done. 'he grounds are
in very gooé order. “arracks are not as clean &8s usual on a ccount of the
mud, a heevy shower having jﬁgt rellen., ‘he hosp:tzl is cle an and airy
ga1c I8 gttty well filled with patients, Out of a totel of 2,318 prisoners
last Sunday 47 were sick.

*he total tod y is 2,380 w th a sick list of 58 shﬁwin: an incre se
of #BxPrlacmexraxx 1) from an iscrease of 42 :risoners during the week,
Mo d-aths occurfs' ¥z during the past week,
T.A. Scovill

Major 128th Yhio V unteer mfantry, Superintendent of risons.
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Situstion:Pplson fations at Lihby, retaliation
Wer of Febel lon, Series IT, Vol VIl
Lower Cell, Libby Prison, Richmond, ‘a. July 10,1864
dxs. Jennie Schoenle, No. 48 HMansafielc Street, “incinnutl, chio
by Dopr Jen ie: It has been manv months since 1 have 18 ceive d any letter
from the NOrth, I have written a greet nany, but doubtlmx dhether
they have reached their destination, as al' comiunication by flag-of=truce
besat has been stop ed.
I hope com-unication will be so 1 raopened, sot hat imay nesr from the
dear ones at homo and lesrm th L .us bYosi done to effect nmy release,
My situstion conld not e worse than it now iz, I ha"e baconie 80
weak T cin hardly walk,
I have now beén in this cell two months andfive days, Our rat ons
dally cons'st of half ap-und of corn bread, half a round of boiled
beans, and abrmt two or three ounce. of bacon,
‘his 8 what the comuissary says ouwr rations weigh, but judging
from the quantity we actual v receivs I'dbuﬁt whether It .eigh$ that
muche wou can fudje how much ve get when T a sure vo that weeat every
‘morsel as soon as we recelve our rations and go hungry the balance of the
twenty four houre,
I ecmnaot say how longz we shall bo able tn live on 3such rations.
Put o an confident thet we cennot stond 1t much longer. I ;m tecoming both
bli.d and deafl; wy eyes are very much inflamed m dcruse me consi derable
pain; my scnse of hearing lz retting worse every day.
Write to Fred; tell hinm my condition and ask him whother he cmnot effect
n.y release .irite me when vou vec L o this, My lcve tomctier,
‘an e and the bors, Ichdule, wr, ¥, anc gl 1 our frinds, Let me
know whether Koenlgsberger has sent my trunk étc. home. Gi @ me all
the news you hete 11 resard to Colonel Moor, the regiment,

Pt —eim he dhen T warkbrelt.



Pirst Indorsement

“.ar Depa:rtment; Ogtorer 10,164

“sspectfully reforred *o the vomn séary—Gcnerél of prisoners with
directlons to subjocht the officer held as hostage for the within-
pamedprisoner to the same t reatment. Byord er of the Secre:ary of War.

[$
- t

C.A. Dana, assistsnt sceretnry of wsr,



Jotnson's lsiand (enlarzed)

War of “ebell’on, Series II, Vol VII p 469

Opfica of Puperintendent of Pr.sm, Johnsen's Island Chio, July 17,1564

8ast, Junius 1. Sanford, actii: asss tant adjutant-genoral
4 o

Yaptain; I havs the honor to subuit tne followiag rapost of “gnday morning

ingnection 11 prisoat

Tv.e barracks and -“rounds nenr them arce In gocdorder, J

Ll 8t
Tne pr und taken in by the mowing of thefence is being smoothed down

and pnliced, *he sinks on woods side were all movd tonew pits

4, = »
clon~li e of fence, 1ie old pits are cove:red with hoards and esirth

throw over Lhe, Lime canmot be had in suflficlk nt quantities Tor
purifying . “opperas has be n uged with rood effect, but is not as good
gs lime for the purpase.
Ho desths during the veek
Muirer of prisoners last Sunday 2,360; umber of priscners today
'2,406; tncresse 4¢3 sick lrst sunday 49; sick today 47; cecrence

L
showing an ificrcase of 4€ prisoncrs and a decreage of gick

2
[

=,A, Scovill, major 128th Chio YVolunteer Infantry, Superintendent of

Prisone



Jehnson's island: Hosp ital medicd 1 Ingp-ction

var of "ebellior, Series II, Vol. VII p 485

L

Kepcrt of med%crl ingpectio: of the csmm and hos itdl of the prisoners of
ar at gohunson's Island, com anded by Colonel Hill made on the 22d and 234
days of July, 18€4 by Surg. C.7. Ale ender, 7.5, Army, acting medical
inspector of prisoners of war: '

l-Ysamp, nname ancé gecgrephical nosit;on--'ohnSoﬂﬁ; i1sland, near

[§H

Sandusky -, Ohie £ Lake Erie. 2 topograhy of surroundiag country,
-=wazter. 5-Topogra hy of ]ooaiity, ébil, drainage, --island, grevel, loum,
drainage good, 4-mater, gource, sup-ly, 2uality , e fe ts-from
“aks Lpie by puﬁps, sup ly not sufficieat ; quality, effects goodis Bie
iuel, whence obtalned, kind, s prly--wood, mixed, merchandisable, on
contract, abundant, 5= Loecsl causes of disease, r moval, mitl ation--bad
police, bad bresacd, deficlent supply of verstables, 7.“&59, how arranzed,
how long occupied--in square, -:rly thres vears, B-Yamp, prev'ious use of
Zround- -=form, Q-Tents, grality.condition--none, Ba racks, cons truction,
size, number cf asen tc each--two story wocden, 120 feet by 28 fect, averages
215 tec 220 men to ench, occupied by prisoners, cne usecd a3 hos itsl, 1ll-
5arracks, heatling, cleansing, ventilstion--stoves, cleansing imperfect,
ventilation good, 12-~inks, and cesspools, cowstrubtion position,
management--wooden frames over vaults, dirty, badly mans-ed, 13-
Removel of offal and rubbish, pclice of camp--not suffici nt attention to
mumovel of rubblsh, pollice very bad. l4-Ratlons, quality, quanity, verlety,--
quality, quantity, zencrd iy zood) veriety not sufficlient. 15 Vegetables
and pickles , kinds, amounta,howobtained——noné. Rat lons, how cooked,
how i spected,messing--on stoves mostly, v ery few “armer's boilers,
how inspected, meusl nz--messing Dy ba racks, smel’ independent messeas
élloweu. lﬁ—;lothi g, condition, deficie”ciés--good encugh, 18-men,
moral, sanltqry condition, deficlenciss, &80gbddd personal cleanliness,

==fair,



l=Hospitale~-to pogr:-bhy-cf locality, soil drain:s
querter 3 drédinage, same as caxps; hospitul bulldings, one-two story,

four wards, 40 x 29 Teet, 9 fect h'gh, 20 “Yeds in wards. Hospitel weru g ,
atove, ridre and side coal oil, Hosnital water-closets and sinks, one
iIn Secr, 80 fe t, wood ov€r.vdu1t, 8 “eet, Yooking, Farmeor'. boller,
messinc, cookl 1 stove; '
Deficient 1- opium; morphhine 1
Surgeons 1 present; assistant surgecns l; chaplains: hospital
stewardsl; cooks and nur ses' 3 7 nurses from prisoners, hedicel and surgical
treatment LDy rebel surzeonsﬂri"oipal"y; neGicel opereticns how perfopme@}
nOﬂs:.nursi 7, bouwperformed , Ly prisomers; disea es prevalent diarrhea,
dysentery, acute, bysentery caused by hed po'ice, bad bread,
Mortality from diseases,wander, pe- oo t, ery small, one since
16th of -tay, 1864, ”accination through last fall, none sinue. Intermenta,

how conducted--and reco ded--in cemstary i rear of rison vard by

prisoners, heacboard to ecch prave properly mnarkaed,

Sandukky, Chio, July 23,1264--Col. W, Hoffwan U.S. Army etc,
Colonel: .inclosed 1 have the honor t ot ransm't report of inspection
of Johnson's Islaqd. I would respe ffully cs1 your sttention to the fellowing
pointu; first, the bagd nolide-of the camp. S eeing the cump you would
not knwow whet er to be m st astenished at the inefficiency of the
orf'icer la cherpe of the prisoner's cap or disgusted thet men calling
themselves geﬁtleéen should be willing to{live in aw¢h filth, The guarten s
are very dirty; the kitchens filfhy, wajor Scovill has ch: rre,
assisted by Vaptain “ells. the 73 Jor is somewhst o an invelid
not hosever so sick as to be confined tohis quarters at all t imes;
Judring “rom his a  earance, able to direct. A necessity exists
for placing in charge of the prisoners an efficlent, practical officer

who knows what good police is, and wth declsion sufficifent tn anforna Andnwa



The went of pclice 1s in part due, in m> opinion, to ! he systemof
mossin: cllowed, Ho genord mess-room exists. Besldes the ls rge messes
&

£

there are sub-messes o¢f eight or ten, hevinz small private cocking

stoves p rchased by the prisoners, consequently ! suvbut few ro ms which

'LP@ not used a8 witchen anéd me s-room as wel® as sleeping ap rtment.
4 scnlad regpectfnl v sugrest thet tw larce mecsrocma with ki chen and
storercom bYe construct ﬁ. "rat acware used as kitchens could be Titted
up Wik bunks amd 1rsed &s qlarters,

Tre mriscners ére al low d to wash theikr clolhes in every nart of the
camp, even in the halls of the barracks, consequently dirty soapsuds meet
you on every turn., To obviate this + wounld sugszest the propriety of
bu’'"dinz & chezp wash-room upon plan inclosed, furnishing it with two
Tarmer's boilers for hesting waler, fhis would rotect the orisoners from
the weaother in winter and could bhe used 28 & romm In which to bethe,

The scil is a gandy loem and in winter rpels very muddy, now w uld be
the oroper time to cmstruct sud: gravel walks as are absolutely
NS CasSSary. 4 he prevel heing ¢ ar at nand and the laborers abundmhit the
wrk cun be cusiliyaccomplished,

A-1 dealing vith the gutler is done by the check system.Sub-satlers
& e allowed in esch barracks; prisomers vho buy aﬁ vholesale from the
sutler and retall tothe other risoners. *h's trade 18 also by check.

‘he sutler's prices aprcared to me exhobbitant, The articles sgo d
are such as are allowed by order, the surply beine -ore lim ted;
ccffea, flour, ergs, milk being restricted,
pscetalalnp that t he potate ullowed had been lrregularly ‘ssued since
1gt of this month T instructed the surgecn L. charne to recommend

an XX extra i1sgue of onlong for elght weeks, st reate of 60 p-unds

to 100 men, twice a week. The bread being same as is

T Beded nfp o I M e T e e avébrn avertian ia hedno made tn carrect



3 : ;
it's quality.
I am sir, etc. 2.7, Alexander, sﬁrgeow, U.8. Armye

Plans, et . for mess-r -m and «it chen ith canacity for 3,000 men,
for use cf prisoners of waxr on Johnsop's island

Tbe bui ding is tohe 300 fed long , 3 fesr wide and 7 reet high,
w th bourd roof and gravel floor. Tow divided i to t hre rooms, viz two
mess rotm8 375 £ ct e ch and one ltitchen and store-r om 50 feet
long: four tables in esdi mess room 385 fest long & nd 21/2 feet wide: 80
windows, € lights, 9 x 14,

Kinety-four zho.sind feet of com on 1 inzh Jumber 3iding,
n2ttening, rcofinz; and tsbles ; 24,000 Bset timber for silla,
rafters, tuddi -, and joist ; 1,200 poun-s of nails, Lumber con '@
purchzsed at Saginaw, Mich, and delivered o1 the island-at a cost of

|
+20 per tuousand feet. Lumber can be purchazed at “amdnsky, Chio a#t

¥22 per th sand feet, totalcost lumbder $2,652 and 2,892,
Estinute cost of wash house for 18e of prisoners, 40 feet long,
20 Tee w de boarcdroom; 3,200 feet c-mmon iumder; 800 fect

tiwter and joists; 100 pounds mails at $8.50; total cout T06.50.

Watar estlimate by‘ueorge ¥orton, civiil enginer r; based on 5,000
men,estimate five cubic £ et egnal to 32 gal ons ner man a déy, mak 68
25,000 cuble £ et ne- dax, 1'o'sup 1y this smoung we wil) reocuir = pip
o !X inches caliber, through which#e cn  throw 2,000 cubic faet
her hour, at the rate of 168 fest per minute requir: r the pump to h e used
.twelve hours and a half a dayv. * reserveir 70 feet b7 200 feet and 7
feet deop w11 contein 109,000 cubic feet or & out Tour days sup-olv. For

datributive pipes 1 ave estimated for 3 ‘nch calibsr, #,. 'rox‘mate

total cost ¥7,07%, ‘ncli des 10 hydr nts and fire plurs.



I
Train VWireck of Prisoners. (8- tuation)

“ar ef Yebeilion, “eries 11, Vol Vil : i

Of ficer “om ‘ssary-Gene 'al of Prisaonors, “aghinnton, July 26,1864

Shbmitted forinfcrmet ion of the ~ecre try ¢f “ar. I lesrned from conversatlion

Y

1th thee~cnt of the poad thet the accident oc urred through the

misco duct wikix GLEx AxexdxOROKPeORO2AXBROxk of one of theirtelegrap h
operators, who informe the conductor of thecoal train that there was

1o tréin on the rond, He made his escnpe im.ediately after t he accldent
drether dus -otice of the movement o the orisoners! train we3s given
alcno the roaé can on y be learned by of ficigl inquiry by the

quertermaster gt Jou Yer:. I am $qformod t it the rallwav comrany ‘aé

sgre~d to pay danages forinjuries to membersof the guard. W, Foffman s'c,
Barracks Wo. 3, Elmira, W.YV. Tuly 22,1864

Ilevt Col. ©, Tastman, commanding depot

Sir: As officer 1 com and of fuard 1 chrrre of »nrisoners of war from

Foint Tockont, lid, & have %o reg?rt trat we left on stromer cgrescent with

a ~uard of 125 men and 3 comnissioned officers and 833 priscmers on

the ove of July 12. Arrived st 1 . York at o p.m,. Julr 1% and

d:semberked at Jorsey Ciiy et 4pe.m. of the 15th,

Left Jewsey City at & o'clock via Frie *“allway and at 3 p.m. czme in
collis.on #ith & coal Graln ner Shohols, 8., causing a compl be
wreck of the train and killing 14 of the paard and40 of the

~reisoners instuntantly,mortally woundiiz 3 of the pusrd anc 8 prisoners,

all of whom Meove sine died, 2ad woundi = 16 ofthe guard and x 93

.
v

2DISONCTS .,
Nenrly el1l of the ard on duty were eitherkilled or wou ed, and
ar eciantely 1 cruser the resere to be posted rround the wreck and

priacqers to rravent thelr escape.

Tyve wounded vere  extricated as sonn as possible and tsken to



2 - . ’ «
“hohola, where every sttention was rendered by the citizens and
Fuerd .

The wounded 8l being caredz for, the dead were buried in the.
imvedlate wilcin’ty of ~ he ac:ident, an. e=zch ~rave properly designated.
‘he nrisoners ware remoed to Shohola where they reasanined imtil

11 a.m. Julw 13 %hen te proceeded on cur vay arr;viq— ai, Eln ra
at 9:30 pem.
~aﬁy of the prisoners killed were so disfigured thit it was

impossible to recognize them, and five escuping .hose names ware

.
i

unknown, 4am unable to pive a correc liast of Lilled,
e, o)

=orris E, Church, captain eleventh regt.

Veteran “eserve “Yorps, vomdy, Cuard,
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Aadersonviile
weries TI, Vol ¥4I
Yharlotte, Jguly 23, 1894
“nn J.A. Seddon, sec etary of wir.

crer 500 Yankee rrisoners left here this morning for Anderson, Ga,
Beeht it rot be politic to sond no more to Anderson until the @0 fate of
#tlsnta 1s decideds ' ~

¥ime Jo"nson, praszldent.,

H. Wirz, captain comendin- prisoner for gamp Sumter, gndersonville, Ga

Jor th wesk end! :m July 24, 1864,.
22 -
g J 2 2 2 4. = o ] -~
July g§’ totel 29,518 (maximum for month) In hes o1l sround 1,600
a day ;- =utha ranged prto 70-dui iye only 1 sent to otherposts;y

r ceivals renced frecm 7 tc 51€ dei ly.



Jornson's Isk nd A

War i of “abellion,.Series TI;* Vol WITI p 4982

Depot Priscners of Var ;ff;ce of th: Ssapsrin eadent of th rison,
dgo r Sandusky, Ohio, July 24,1864,

- .. .
Capt., Junius R, Snfo-d, acting assistant adiutart-guneral

“antaln: Th v therto ¢r torepprt the fol owing of the endition of prison

this “unday morning snd improvementi nesdcd.

Yondition of priscnera lait Suynday, o umber 2,406 urber of risoners
today 2,404; dracrounie. 8; Sickregort labi-OSundsy 4%;8ick
“orrt tod .y 525 inervase Hjomcthal - incpents of e ix 312 men taken te

hOSpitni and reported sick were “ounded by sentinel 1lest night. ko deuths
during the weck, :

fde policing ha beun s omewhut neglecled during the latter part of
the vesk; it Jill be renedied imnediately. Owing to the scarcity of
time the sinks are very oleansive amd the @&rains are becoming foul from
the s me cause,
‘ Y“ith one stove and one kettle to cook with they sre comelled to
cook ahout two hours for breskfast:; another hour !s consumed in eating
and cle:ring the tables: Lhen they must he 'in to cook for dinner.
They have nc plsce to shore their rations, pheir pork is hung
everywhers, greesi : everythi g nery it:soptinig it isin the mess room,
then on a shelf ‘n the kitchen, a-ai n on the florr, A kit chen ané store
room with mess room- ineach block would be & grect im rovenent,

etc.e T.A, Scovill, #ajor 128th ohlo ?olﬁnteors, si ver intendent of
prison e
Headyuarters U, 3, Ferrees, Johnson's lsland, Ok o, July 2641864
.p roved anc raesypectful y forwarded to Yol, William Hnffman
The report handed in Sunday morning was returned as insufficient

and this comes in its place today though d ted on *ynday, Ha jor

Jcovill ha besn i1 poor health for some time but with ' 1is



2 - ;
ap'robafion Capbain "6lls, ar efficient officer, vhohas been on duty
here “or nearly three wars, was detalled to ass ‘gt on the 8th instant
end ordered to d vote his whole time in the prison. The order, 1 'elieve,
has bec obeved.
The prison incloswn vas extended to an aversge cof ninety=-five feet to

the northwest on the 12th and six new s inks previously made thus brought

into use alonr thut line.

shhe offensive s iks are on the side tow rd the bay and not well
constructed, L ahoud uave submittec g plan with profiles and
estimates two weekx8i ce showing what Ghang g and Imrovenpnts I
think most essentia , but the wors w o delayed by the 1llness of the
englieecr assiéting M8s “n & ‘6. days Thom to submit the oapersy
In & satisfactory anier,

j Charles W, Till maQudx0adudnidixgQ

colo €l, commanding,



Ancerscnville
Yar of Tebellion, Serias | , 7ol Vi p 499
Andersonville, July 25,1264

Ve d

Yenersl b, Cnopep

-here a-g 29,400 2risonors, 2,850 troons, s5p0 "egroes and otherlasberers

a d not a ration at tha nost,

m

/
Phere s gre it danzer in this staie ef th nes, 1 hoye crdered that gt

lenst ten daysrations shoyid be kent on ha"d, but it hgs never been done,

Jdno, T, "indar, com anding,

Winder: ,
Sreclal Orders xax 175, Adit andg inspl Generalrs Uffice,
“ichmond, Ju r 2¢,1864

Y'.'}T_l"l’

. “rig. Gan sonn H, Winder, frovisional h L3 G

102]
[
G

888:izhed to

the com &nd of the miiitdry PPisons  in the Stotes: of Yerprsiy

a1 Alaboma anc Brig. Gen ., UM Gardn~r, "rovis!onai Army n.5,
te the com-and o | he.miditers prisens in the cther stutes esst of the

Misgigsl 1 miver,
In reference tg all matters relating to prisons gi¢ prisoners
they will com uai~ate directly with eng receive orders gXrrzk¥y from

ar

the Adjutent anc “nspector Geaeral, By gommang .r the Secretery or ¥

“aml, , Melton, assistant adjutant geneprsl
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Jehnson's laland: Priscners named
r of BRebellion, Peries 11, Vol VIT

nags! ington City D.C, July 30,184

”3

Vo, "illilam Haffman; “Yomulssarv- Yenernl of Prisoners, $i:Tn

a}efter ~om Charles +, ~avey, licutenant, Fightieth Illinris Volunteers
Lo Hnﬁ._f. Prumbull, dated Iibby Prison, Richmond, June 5,1264
Lleutesa ¢t pavey gi-e; the £ “lowin- ~ames of men snid to he eonfined
at Jﬁ3ﬂson's Island onasccunt of whose confinement Lieutenant ?nyey

LR

and others haveb eon pub in @& ose confinement. i.. fichmo d; tec wib: John
’ ‘

e - - d »
farr, Company I, Ide andent gentuveky nmfantr ; eorse P, S immsg,

Barbour Ceunty, ¥ya.; ¥.8, Burgess, *arrvison Counby, Ky .; Thomss

) 1

. Camzbelil, N¥icholaa gounty; Kentuckys 7 ®1ll thank you Lo state the

e oy ] ) ) L
circumsttaces under which these men sre held «t Johnson s Island end

the manner of treir confinexent, very raespectfnl y sbtics

T, 4. Hitchceocot

vajor Yeneral of Tols. Yemmission » ~for “xchanze of Prisoners,
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risonerss Jehason's igsland, named, condemned" ‘ '
/

. ! u o L Wiy s g 2 = 5 e

Office Yommlssary- enernl of Friscners, “ashiagton D.C, Tuly 30,1884

U

Maj. “3n F.A, ititchcock, comalszloner for Exchange, “astiington D.C.

53 2% o o
Yencral: 1 r ply to your note of hlis date requesting i farmation

ilvvslntion Lo the co finement of certm*“.ﬁrfsonars a1, rohnéon’s ~3land
f have the honor to 1 fofm-you‘thﬁt two only of the four recelved are in tlose
confinement viz; Yeorge ©», S imms, no county or state siven,
captursd at Nuggles:' uills, By, A ril 19,1863, a tapy" sentenced to be
hung May 29,18635 has ardlied toltake oath cf alle: ance, anc Wil iam

8, Bargess, no counby or stute given, captured at lugsle ! wills, Ky,
Asril 20,1863, a soy, snﬁe ced o oe hung May 29,1863

the cthers, viz Jphn Merr, allas Pasrkizas allas tig i Ins cepbursd

at raris, Ky, #oril 5,1363, a"spy,"stunenced tobe hung ~ay 20,1883 and
Thonas . - ampbell, no county or state giv n, captured at Fa:ples! ells

Ay, April 11,18é3 and still at Jo'1Sop's “sland but not in close

confinaaent, |

Ther are two other v isoners in close enfinement, viz ¥. 7, Tateph, private,
¥ourtesnsth “ancuky, Coupany H. , 70 place or datao f énpture given,
a "soy" sentenced tc ha hung, and Lriaate John 8, Shore, one h ndred

and vni~th 7llinois +nfentry, “ompeny F, a deser‘er, under sentence to

he shot.
i am gengrali, very rrgpectfully,your obedient servant
7. Toffman, Yolonsl *hird + ‘antry and vommissioner

1 e

Yeneral of Triscners.,



Andersonville, Historicsl backzround
Vol v.o, sories I7, p 541
Camp “umyéer, Anderson, ~8., fugust 4,1864

Ligutenant-“olonel Y.andlor, Assistant £djutant Gene 2l

‘Sir:The prison was locut-d about the.20th of Yecember, 1363, anc the first
rorlkk w done Ebéft the 10th of January,13€4, There wes great diffliculty

in procuring lsbor snd teams, “llths trens: rtation ﬁe ever nad iz whet

we weres gble to hire from a refugee, the government is furnishiang ncwel

until June, 1825% 1364,

“he prison wss fiva* designed to £,000 -erisoners, subsequently and in -

DR

tire Hefors com letion " was axtended to 10,000, feforo the astocrade was

corpleted nece .iby comvel.ied us tos nd shoust 3,000 priscners Lo ocecusy

P

Te
i

g fatarru.tion ganted theraby retarded the worke The arrival o

)
4 -

JEp) -
w6

-~

nrisenera uade groster deuands on the olre «'y lnsufificlent labor, and
reventad coil fio o"*ha_p:‘giﬂul ded gt

*he conctantly facre sing uubef of prlgsoners rendered the BCOIEATY
improvasents almost imvoesaible, the lmprovements about
vhe stresm of water for the tine imprasible, and 11 now be very

difficults T' 5 prison, as sbove stated , was originally designed for

10,000 #nd the extent of the baklag and cooking and @ 1 olher arr ngements

[ L

wes designed for that aumber,
Susdequeably the aumber woes constently increi sed until ! &t has renched

over 32,000,,.Jno #, Winder, brigedlier-geaeral -
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Pnisoner LXGhanze: oiicy

W

. "_I
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tnt of Hubellion, geries 11, Vo

h . v , Sz
Wity Point “a., Stugust 15,1564

B resencrsl “ntler, com anding elce. 7 am sabtisfied thet bhe objrct cof

Tour ‘Interview ha¢ the proper sanchion en therefore mests w. th my entire

sporoval .

I

L nhave seen from Scucher papers thubt & system ol retaliallion: is goning
on in the Soith whic they Yeup from us and which we should stbop in Some

way.a

(] o -

n the sunject of sx -hange , howe er, [ Giflerfrem General Fitchwokk,
-t g hard on or'r men held i Seuthern 1risons not to:exchsnte them
but 1%t is humantty to those lef. * 1 the ranks to fight ourhattlecs,

Every man we hold , w'en rsleased on varnle or ophewwise, ,becomes an

Y 4

activex soldier apainst us at once elther-directly or indirectly. T we

comnence a system of exXchange wh'ch literatec al. prisoners taken

" will bhave Lo Pishi on untili the whoie “duth is exterminated. L ue

L)

held tiliese carenbt tter gnount Yo no rmoere than dead ron. “*t th's
narlcular time te relemce all rebhel nrisoners fH-rth wuld insure
Sherman s defect asnd would c¢om rom se cur safety here,

J.5. Grant, lleutenant-gencral
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Bounty Jumpers: Prisoner &xchange.Policy

City 'oint Va., August 19,1864

Hon W.H. Seward, “ecretary of State, "ashington D.c.

I'am In ecelpt of a copy of F.'7, Morse's letter (no copv faund)

of the Rx2x 224 July to -you inclosine coy of atatement of C.w.e. in
relatlon to deserters from this army.

Tiere are constant desertions, though, but few of them go over to
the enemy. Unlike the enemy, however, we do not lose our Qeterans
eand men who enter the se vicg through patriotic motives. Lhe men wo desert
are those who have just arfivedzan who have never done any fi-hting
and never intended to whep they enlisted.

There is a class known as nbount;y jumpers,” or substitute men, who
enlist forthe-money, dcsert and enlis t again. Afterthey have done
this until they become fearful of punishment they :oinﬁrair reciments
in the field and desert tc the enemy. | '

Of t his class 6f recruits we do not get one, for every eight‘bounties
paid, to do rood service. My provostmarshal Jeneral is preparing
a8 statement on this subject, which willshow the reinforcements rec-ived
from the class of recruits.

Lake the other sde, the desertiors from the enemy to us. Wot a day nasses
bit men come 1 to our line , and men too, vho have been fighting for the
South formore than three years., Not unfrequently a commissioned
officer comes with them,

Only a fewdays ago I sent a r giment numtering 1,000 men for duty to s
General Pope'sdepartm nt nmmbarkmag composed wholly of deserters from
the rebel army and of risoners who tool the oath of allesiance and joined
it.

There is no doubt but many prisoners of war have taken the oath of

aliegiance and enlisted as substitutes tomet the bounty and to effect

Llan tan cadb i b - bn ok v A £t bhan et +1a o AwA 1+ 1




2
their return-to the -Southe - -

These men-are para ed abroad as desertes whowant to j ol the South and
fitht her battles and 1t is through our leniency that the Spguth eempects

b o reap great advantages.,
not
Y%e ought to make a single exchange nor r lease a prisoner on any
pretext whatever until the war closes,
We nave got to fight until the military power of the So th is
exhausted, and if we releasse or exchange prisoners captured it s mply

becomes a war of extermination

G U.S. Griant, lieutena t-general

C.S. Prison, Charleston, §*C. Aygust 14,1864

The President of the UnitedStates
The condition of the enl!sted men belongi : to the Federal armies
now prisoners to the Confederate rebel forces 1s such that it becomes
our 8uty and the duty of every com 1lssioned officer, to make known
the facts in thecase to the Yovernment of the Un:ted® tates n! to e
every honorable effort to secure n generale x hanfa of prisoners,
thoreby relieving thousands of our comrades f rom the horrors noq
surrounding them ,

For some ti@e past there las been a concentration of ptisoners from
all parts of the rebel territory to thes tae of Georgia, the
'qommissioned officers beiig confined at Macon and the enlisted men at
Andersonville,

Rec nt movements of the fecderazl armie: of General Sherman have
compelled the reﬁoval of the prisoners to otherpoints,and it is '’
now understocd they will be removed to Savannah, 9a. and Columbia and
“harleston, $,C,, but no chanze of th’s kind holds any prospect of relief

k0 our voor men,



+ Colonel H:1l, provost-marshal -general ©.s, Army at ©#tlanta, stated to
one of the undersignec that t her were 35,000 prisoners at Andersonville
and ell accounts from U.S, soldiers who have been confined there the number
I8 not overstated by him, These 35,000 men confined in a field of some thirty
acres: Inclosed by a board fence heavily zuarded;sbout one-third
have vario ¢ ki ¢s of Indifferent shelter, ut upwards of 20,000 are
wholly w thout shelter or shade of any kind and are ekposed to the storms
and rains which are of almost dally occurence, The 2014 dews of night and
rhe more teriible ef ects of the sun striking with almost tropical
flerceness upon their unprotected heads, th’s.mass of men jostle and
growd each other up and down the limits of their inclosure in storm and
sun, anc then 1lle down on the piltlless earth at night with no other
covering than thefx clothinz upon their backs, fe of them having
even a blanket,
Upon enterins the prison, every man is dellberately s trpped of money
and other property, and as no cloth!n;z or blankets are <ver sup liled to
theirprisoners by the C.3.A° authorlities the condition of the ap“apel of
soldiers Just from eanactive campaign cm be easi iy imagined. Thousands are
without pants or coats, and hundrcds without even a pair of drawers
to cover their nakedness,
Lo these men, as 1 deed to al prisoners, tere :s 1issued thrée-fourtbs
of '‘a pound of bread or meal end me eighth of a pound of meat per day,
this is the entire ration and upon it the prisoner must live or dle.
The meal is often unsift d and sour, and the ment such as in the Inrth 1s
conaigned to the soa-maker,
.eolumbers, crazed by the! sufferings, wander about in a 8 tate of
idiocy; others deliberately cross the "dead-lire and are

-

remorselessly shot down.,.



I it not mmasixmkm consistent with the national honor, without
mEtxrringx valving the claimt hat t he negro soldier shall be t rested
88 prisoners ofwar? yet to effect an - xchane of kB the white soldiers?
The two classes are treated di ferently by the eneny, the white is
confined in such prisons as Li'by and “ndersonv’ lle, starved and trented
with a barberism unknown to civilized nations, the bladk on the contrary,
is seldom imprisoned ,; they are distributed among the citisens or
emplored upcn Yovernment wo rks, .
Under t hese circumstances they recelve enough to eat and are worked
no harder than accustomed to;.they are neither s tarved nor killed off
by the pestilence i the dungeons o” Richmond and Gharleston. It is
true they are a~ain made s lave , but theirslavery is cfreedom and hap iness
compared with the cruel existence imposedupon thkmx our galfaﬁt Mméne
lbey are not bereft of hope as are the Union soldiers drving by inches.
»»,16t 35,000 sufferipg, starv ng and dyi g enlisted men ald this
ap eal to the “hief ‘lagirstrate of ths Rep blic for prompt and decisive
action 1 their behalf; 35,000 heroes will be made hapny. For the
1,800 comnissioned offi-ers, now prisoners, we urse nothing, Ajtho gh
desirous of returni - to cur duty we ¢ n bear imprisonment with more
for'itude 1if the enlisted men, whose sufferings we know to be intolerable,
were restored to liberty and life,
4 J.B. Door,colonel Eight Iowa Cavalary
T, J. narrison, colonel eilghth Indiana
Yavalry
Geor-e Stoneman, major-general U.S.

vo uni bers,



Deggdquarters of the Army, fashi gtm , Aug. 27,1864
Lieut-General Grant, Sity Point

General: T have directed General Canby to permit no more exchange of
prisoners of war. That pol 't of the cartel wh:cb\authprizéd com anders
to exchange on the field troops just captured, man f or man, has been
consi ered heretofore as still in effect.

I do not see any obrjection to it, @8 it can zive no advantage
to eitherparty, and saves our meén from barbarous treatment by the
robels. .

To exchange their healthy men for ours,who are on the brink of the
grave from their hellish treatment, of course gives them all the
_adventage, Nevertheless it seems very cruel to 1e;ve our men to be
slowly but deliberately tortured to death. Byt + suppose there is
no remedy at Present.

Very respectfully, your obedient sarvant

H. W, Halléck, ma jor-general and chief of staff.

Washington City, D.C. August 27,1864
Hon E,M., Stanton, secretary of war
Sir: I have observed lately sever:zl pargpaphs In newspapers

purporting to represent statemcnts made 1 the South by officers
in the rebel army to federal prisoners of war, importing that the rebel
authorit® s have been wil ing to exchange prisonérs of war, and that the
fault ia nt makin; exchanges is with theYovernment of theUnited States.

I desire to.say that, so far as T am informed and believe, thi;
statement  is essentially untrue.

The question of exchanges continues to e, as 1 understand,

precisely what it was when interrupted by the rebels themselves
several months ago,



You are aware that seversl months sgo the duties connected with
the bws iness of exchange were comvitted by mm® your orders to ilgj orw
General Butler,since which time 1 have had very little to do in the
matter of eexchanges, and have not been in com unication with the rebel
agent fork exchenge. I know, however, that ‘a jor-Yener«l ?utler
effected scve e'chan o. and that whi'e they were in progress the Richmond
papers containod many paragraphs averring that the exbhanges were
not man for man on their side, but thet the number sent by them was
less than that sent by “Yeneral Butler in the proportion of the number
of prisoners held ! the gouth agaiést those held in the MNorth,

“hile this matter was in progress Ligutenant-ueneral Grant assumed
command of the army and received,as I understond, 8some instruction from
yourself to com unicate with “eneral Butler on the subj ot of exchanges
since which time I have receiwd no reports from ueneral Butlk r, being
his Junior officer; but I am unier the impression that the precise
difficulties which stood in the way of exchanges a year aro are in full
operation at this time, and that the fault i1s -0t with this Govemment
bat with the rebel authorities,

I have etc,
F.A, Hitchcock, maj.gen, of Yols., comnissioner for

Exchange of Prisomsrs,.





