Toppenish-Reserfation

'*oppenish will make an effoft to be named a regilstry station
forthe openig of the bigYakime rescrvation which it 1s announced
will teke plec o this fali. “his is the natwral center of the
reservation but here tof are ithas been the custom to name
as registry stationsonly those cit ies vherelamd offices ere
1 ocatede The commercial club of Toppenikhas taken thematter
W with Senator Jones,

4lpeady the people are gett ng ready far the openinge.

Pprofessional locaters haw begun to arrive and new hotels
wder constructim willbe rushed to care for the humdreds of
people expscted to be here during the reglstrution period.

Aggravated at the delay of the county commissioners in
rebuilding the Farker bridge across the Yakimariver near
here, a delegatli on of ranchers &nd businessmen will wait m
the comiissimners Saturday.

By not h aving the bridge in use necessitates a 10 mlile drive
to markst fruit which results in much loss, Yakimm
Republic, Jure 24, 1910,



liggervationsfoads

Yashington, Jan, 16e«= “enator Jones today introduced
a bill appropriating (100,000 fortheconstruction of roads on
the Yakima Indian “‘eservation, the roney to be reimbursed from the

receipts fromthe sales of Indian lands lat & --Yakima Herald, Jan.
18, 1911,
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It will be found, howver that he extent of the aoreage to ve
089 thrown open on the Yakima reserzvation to public competition
is very small in comparision with the generally aoccepted 1deas as
to the quantity of land there available. :ne info ma tion regarding
the early avdilability of the lanmi comss to North Yakima from
Seattle and 1s alleged to hawbeen reported there directly
by the Indian department at “ashington, D.C. This information
followss ¥ '

Thousard 8 of acres of valusble land in Indian allotments in the
Tuallip, Spokane, Coville, Coeur d'Alens, Yakima and Crowfl
reservations in the N rthwest will soon s available for
hungry landseekers. lLaml will be opened to campe titive bidding
before the close of the present year.

Pprospective settlers will be allowed to obtain either
80 acres of valuable land or 160 acres of grazing land, the
lands now being held by the Ind.mns under trust patent,

Just 5,000 acres on the Coeur d'Alene reservaticn will be
placed on the market. &bout 3,000 acres, the larger part
of which is agricultural land, will be opened in the “olviile
reservation in Northwestern “ashingtone

Nine thousands acres will be offersd on te Tulalip re=
servation in west central “ash ngton adjoining Marysville,
The resermvation is elght miles from Everett,
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1897-- levislation i trcduced to sell re érvatiom., evceptiig
dlotted land

firured 2,000 indias, 200,000 acres, le aving balance of 800, 000
acres open to settlement. Indians to be paid 21;400,000.

"oovernment offered unusually liberal terms the I.dians could not be

indvced to sell,"

J98n Yee. 1895-- inhe North Yakima Yommercial Cl'b decided to se ure the
oneninz con “Yongress of the Yak reservation,

"Yo 'r petitioners, the Yakima Yommercial Club embrucing among
1ts members over one hundred of the b sding citizens mmd the lar gest
rro0e08c prope ty hold ers in this ccunty, @688 r-quest that the

Yak ima Indian f‘eservation be thrown opento se tlement



Indians

Yakima %gencv, May 4=-The U.S . geolo~ical survey party under
Professor Russell has been doing the reservation therast week and 1s
camped close by us,

Chief Engineer Storrow thinks we canmnot secure water by artesian
wells here at the fort, but says the'e is an excellent basin
in the canyons back of us where storage can easily be provided for
large quantities of water and that is the only source of sunnly
from which we can ever hore,

The Northern lJacific Railroad comnany has secured the right
from the government forditches to be taken from the Yakima when
the reserwation is opened, but they will hardly reach as high
a point as this, '

Special Alloting fgent John K. Rankin regbhed the fort
Mond=y., “e anticipat s no trouble in getting down to work
at once,

In fact a number of the better class of Indians are ready
for him to herin,

Ma jor Rankin e-presses himself as very agreeably disapnointed
in the comforts of home life that are to be obtained at Ft Simcoe.
com ng from the homes of the vicious 2paches in “ew Mexiwo where an adob
or single room shanty is thebest an agent has to o fe government
officials, he expected nothing but a hut amid the wilderness,

He is highly enthus astic about the Yakima country. He expects to ald
allot about 112,070 acres, thenew law giting f0 acr s to each man,
woman and child, which is about one-seventh of the
reservation or one-half the arable lands.

Agent Lyneh is at ™alla Wal'a attending U.S. Court this week,
C.H.L,--Yakima “erald, Mah 5, 1892,



Indians

Almost 100 homesteads have been taken in Klickitat by the
Indians, and 40 patents have been issued to them by the

government,

The 1law does not perm’t them to sell or deed land until after
25 years from date the patent issued, The Indians are
permitted to homestead 80 scres for farming or 160 aecres for
grazing purposes, while a squaw at the head of a family can enter

80 or 160 =cres of land for each of her minor children~-Yakima
Herald, June 1%, 1894,

Agent L,T. Erwin left on Tuesday for Reattle to consult with
United “tates Attorney Brinker regarding the complaints of Indians
wh have settled in Kittitas county and who claim that their crops
are being ruined through the diverting of streams from their

proper chan els~ Yakima Herald, June 1%, 1894,

J.K. Rankin who had charge of the allotment of the
reservation lands to the Yakima Indians finished his labors

06088 and It for Washington last week to make his final

report,

The number alloted was 1,817, which included only one family"

o f the Puyallup Indians and they wer: admitted to the privileges

on account of local ties and through vote of the Yakimas--Yakima

Herald, June 1%, 18%,

I~



‘ndians

Legends of the Yak ma Indians were related to the Lions club this
noon at the Comiercial hotel by L.V. lcYharter, wh has spent a large
part of his time with members of the tribe collecting tales of
that nature.

#1ong with his telling of t he legends he commented on various
phases of Indddan lore and nomenclature,

The original Yakimas lived above Sglah gap and were known
as the “"owellers #mong the Rocks he said, They were more
warlike than the 13 other tribesnnow gene 'ally classified

as Yakimas on the reservation. <+he Yakima “epublic, May 20,

1625,

Extension of 10 years on 823 Indian allotments on the Yakima
Ind lan reservation will bemade by the government according to
word received here by the Cammercial club froam Senator W.L. Jonese.
The allotments are due to expire on June 30, Yakima

Repiblic, March 19, 1925,



“ndians

The Indian council for the purpose of discussing the projposed
sale to the government of tﬁe unallotted lands of the Yakima
Indian reservation will be held at Fprt Simcoe on Satwday.

Com issioners Goodwin and Barge will be present and all of the
Indians have been iotified by Agent Erwin to be in attendance.

The general sentiment of the natives is in favor of the sale but
Thomas P-arne and a few others who have caftle ranging the reservation
are vigorously opposed to any change. A4t the ccuncil a distribution of
beef and flour will be made arong the Indians--Yakima Ierald, Feb,

18, 1697.



Reservatio:-Threshing

I am one of yonr subscribers and so of course saw your brief
notice of t he government machine which Agent Erwin ordered.

‘he s tatement that the Indians would now be able to have their
thresing done without paying an exorbitant price is a little far
fetched, as there are already three steam threshers on the reservation
two owned by residents here and one the property of Biii Hackett, well
known to your citye

In addition there is a horsepower thresher owned by Thomas Pearn and
Charles Olneye. The exorbitant price which I charge is three cents
for barley and oats and three and one-half cents fa wheat. Ly ee
who read the papers know that five armd five and me half cents is
the price charged in the Palouse countrye.

Now that the government machine ishere, it is turned over to white
men who are renting land on the reservation, while the Indians' crops

are still unthreshed.

The government thresher is now threshing for a white man namedHolt
who rented land of an Indian, c"eorge igters, I would just suggest to
thewhte men of Yakima county that here is a snap. You rent land on the
reserve andyou have the govermment thresher free., Itis being done here
nw but does not seem to greatly benefit the Indians as in the case
just cited, the rent is paid in cash, n ot by a share of the crop.

Erwin has reported that thereis one huhdredthousand bushels
to be threshed. I will bet one hundred dollars that there 1s not
ten thousand bushels of grain to be threshed on the reservation except
thét owned by white men and Indians who own threshers., I will also bet
one hundred dollars theathe government toy machire will not thresh
five thousand bushels of grain belonging to the Indians as long as

Agent Brwin has charce. N.H. Lillie--fugust 26, 1897, Yakima
Herald,



I-dians

North Yakima , Sept. 9-- A Philadelphia tourist stopped off at
North Yakima recently. As usual there were scattered along the principal
street groups of Indians in full dress of buckskin leggings, red blankets,
features and green raint. The tourist wandered on until he came face to
face with a chief, With an exclamation of satisfaction he pulled his’
Kodak in front of him and uncovered the slide. Tn an instant the red
man comprehended. Perhaps he had been caught before. He drew up
his hands in front of his face and sh-uted:

"Ug, Ugh, picture no good, Bad medicine,"

The tourist only laughed and rersisted. The chief stepved forward
and vushed the camera to one side., The tourist gave the I“dian a shove
and got a blow in return. Three or four white men came to the rescue
of the Philadelp'ian and several braves gathered around the chief and
muttered while one of the youngest laid hix hand on a knife, There was
a parley which ended in the tourist rutting up his Kodak and the chief
mounting his cayuse and going down the street at full sveed with an
occasional whoop in the direction of the recervation, Who that ha- suffered
from an amateur profogr pher will not say that the Indians do just
right?

The reservation of the Yakimas lies along the Yakima river. The line
is a few miles east of the city of North Yakima. LThe Northern Pacifiec

traverses the tract which embraces 800,000 acres of the finest land in

the new state. Tre white men have already fixed their eyes upon the
reservation and are longing for the ooeﬁing. They say the land
wil]l be worth $3O an acre the day the government lets down the bars
to settlement,

These Yakimas are a rather intere ting tribe. T'ey are well built
fellows, good natured, whenthe amateur photographer isn't about,
natural born orators, e very one of them, and expert horsemen, They do

a good deal of trading in the towns and man=ge to suprort themselves
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The only expense the government is put to in the way of rations is in
providing for the ©1d and infirm members of the tribe, Trev raise
horses and cattle, and sell hay from the natural meadows of the
reservation, These meadows are an intere<ting and valu-ble feature

of the new northwest, Hemmed in by the mountains which at this season
are brown and as barren look'ng as possible to imagine are little valleys
spread out as flat as a table with stream circling and wrireling
through the ~idst of them., The streams are wide and sha¥low, and only
a fer inches below the level of the valley. The subsoil is gravel,
through which the water works and performs the work of underground
irrigation., On these natural meadows y Wherennot a drop of water has
fallen for months, will be found grass growing in great luxuriance.
From one to three tons of hay mav be cut on an gcre and sometimes

a second crop is gathered. The I,dians have lemrned the value of

the meadows and have enclosed them with substantial fences,

They sell the product to the white stockmen and let their own

cayuses rustle,

Superintendent Ker of the big Moxee moxel farm tells a good
story of an intellectural encounter he had with the Yakima Indians.
These Indians nick the hops in thelloxee valley every year., They call it
their "illihe" and claim the exclusive right to the work. Most of
the labor howrver falls to the squaws. Cne season the squaws struck on
Mr, Ker. Thev refused to go ahead at the price paid all over the
terribory--$1 a box and inssisted upon an sdvence to $1.25, Mr. Ker
sent for the chief, o0ld So Hapnv, The chief came, and with an interpreter
the big now wow proceeded., Mr, Ker began in a diplomatic manner by
saylng thst the chief and he occupied much the same position. They were
tyee men. They had many veople subordinate to them, Thev were
accustomed to give orders and to have those orders obeved. Through his
interpreter Mr. “er enlarged upon the necessity of enforcing disciplinee

He told what he would do in case his instructions were not carried out



; &

into cash and became -an inveterate money ™l endery-Butwaddeefolig

his menand what the chief ought to do if his followers were
disobefiient. Then he laid before the chief the merits of the situation.
And, finally. he suggested thatthe chief issue orders to the refractory
pickers that they must work for $1 a box.

O0la Sf Hapry smoked and listened until the white t§96" tvee, which
is Indian for big man, had finished *is argument. Then he removed his
pipe and said,

"Tris is a matter of squaw's work,"

Nothing more would he say, and from that positim bhe would not
depart, He was tyee, and all tahat in his tribe, but this was squaw's
work and he would rot ihterfere with the strike, Mr. Ker was fhnally
forced to give up all hopes of help frm So Hapvoy. He sent for
tolumbia Jack, a sub chief, and through him entered into neg tiations

with the squaws for a compromise. The difficulty was settled by splitting
the difference, The hops were picked for #1.12 1-2 a box.

There is upon the reservation a family of ' 1f breeds known as the
Olneys. A romance is associated with the name. The whiteééather of the
Olneys died recently, but to the last sh nned his own race. In some
respects he was like Sam Houston, but unlike Sam Houston he never
repented of his self-banishment among the Indians. He was a highly
Rhode Island family man and a graduate of Yale college. About the time
he completed ks studies the discovery of gold in California occured.
0Al Ciney joined the Argonauts of '49 'and came west to seek his fortune.
Heleft behind him a sweetheart to whom he was to be married as soon as
he found his fortune and returned. The girl grew weary of waiting as
many arother of her sex has done. About a year after re ching the coast
0 ney received a letter announcing the marriage of his

betrothed. He never got over the blow. Drifting about for a time he
located in Oregon and was made sheriff of Wasco county. In those days



"
to banish thememory of the past. Sut after a wrile Olney got tired of
hunting down criminals. He gave up his office, c rossed the Columbia
river and became a member of the Yakima tribe., His adontion was in good
faith on his part, for he# took an Indian wi“e and raised a family., Ast
his children grew up he educated them with care amd when he died he left
them well provided for. Tre Olneys are influential in the tribe
and they exercise that influence for good. But thev "have no thought
of lesving the reservation, They seem to have inherited from their
father is disinclinationfor white society,

The Yakimas owe much of their advancement to Father Wilbur,
It may also be said that the white people of Washington are indebted
to that valiant missionary. In civilizing Indians and building
churches for +is own race, Father Wilbur has no superior. Then you hear
the godless speak with marked resvect of a mEssionary, yru may be
sure he has the stuff in him, Father Wilbur was a Methodist.,
He was for some years the agent for the Yakimas, The way he taught tha
to work was to work with them. If he saw an Indian awkwardly handling a
an axe, he would get o°f *is horse, take the axe and chor like the
expert he was y until the Indian had fairly learned "the lick it was
done with," He would go out into the forcest with a saw, maké an
Indian take hold of one end w'ile he worked the other. The Indian's
pride wouldn't let hm give up before the missionary did, and Father
T«"ilbur's muscles were as firm as a logger's. The Indian usually gnt
a8 lesson that lasted him,

The missionary helped the Indians build houses and fences, He
taught them how to improve their stock. H- won their hearts and then
ma e such good VMethond sts of them they are firm in the fsith today.
When the annual conference of the church was held in Washington, there
are Yakima delegates to 'resent and participate in the proceedings,

In later years Father wilbur was made wealthy by the advance of

real estate which he had bought in Fortland. He congerted his real estate



L;
into cas» and became an inveterate money lender., But all of his
debtors were struggling church societies in the Nurthwest. He loaned
and reloaned. As soon as he got one church society on its feet and
able to pay he required hhe payment of the money and immediately
turned it over to another. No investment agent looked more carefully
after farm mortgage than did Father Wilbur after church loans. Half
an hour before he died he settled one of these church debts, waiving the
interest in order to get the principal that he might turn it over
to a still more needy society.
If a traveler is lo king out of the car window ~s the T-*v:r'thern
P.cific train enters the Yakima reservation from the west, he will
s e WRA0M what is left of Tumanimus house. That was the rudely
constructed temple to which the Indians used to assemble annually to
"make medicine" when the salmon began to run in theColumbia river,
They theory was that by propiating the evil spirit they could get
plenty of salmon, They mgde medicine by showing thelr endurance in
dancing and torturing themselves., Each season the best braves were
selected. Trev entered the Tumanimus house and the rest of the tribe
crowded around to witness the test. The brave who held but longest and
subjected himself to the greatest torture was the best man
of the tribe for tre following year. Howling and dancing and torturing
were kept up until the best brave fell exhausted to the ground.
Salouskin, the sub-chief was the hero at one of these medicine
makings, shortly before the s vage rites fell into disuse., It is said
of Salouskin that he danced steadily for two days and two nights. He ws
then the ~nly brave remaining in the dance. Feeling that he could
hold out no longer he sto ped, raised his arm slowly to his mouth
and bit as much as his teeth could encoumpass. He tore the mouthful
of flesh from his «rm and fel? in a swoon. Salouskin has since
severed his tribal relations, He 1ives on a fine ranch now and raises

blooded stock,



Yakima r-servation

Portland;()re., July 14, 1870
(Long letter from James H, Wilbur to The Dalles Mountaineer)
.s.Waters Caman; who has been the miller upon the agency for 73 years;
swears'that he has been familiar with the agency in all its depprte
ments; that he believes that the agency has fallen of f in value
from 30 to 50 thousafri'ix dollars =ixc in the 9 months since Mr,
Wilbur left. Jthat there has hot besn a department log sawed at the
mill since Mr, Wilbur left the agency. That the ageney was in a
highly prosperous condition when Mr, Wilbur left. . It is now

in a state of ruin.,”

Dr, S. Nelson being duly sworn says "He has for more than 2% years
been the resident physician...that of the cattle that were on the
agency belonging to the Indians at the time Father Wilbur left; not
more than ore-fourth remain and they have nothing to show for
the cattle; that the Indians are without crops except volunteer...

khat the agency has fallen into a state of ruin under the present

agent; Lt. J.M, Smith; that tte Indians have more than one=half left
the agency and gone clear awzy ..."
eeoThe Indians did have; as I verily believe; when I left;
1;600 head of cattle...
James H, Wilbur
== The Dalles Mountaineer; July 19; 1870



‘*eservation

Jay Lynch-ihe civil engineer sent out by the government, Mr,

Berhhardt, has completed the survey of the boundary lines of the
reservation. There is a great strip of country, probanly 500,000
acres, that belong to the I,dians under the tre-ty.

During the past forty years the lines maRin@ddHdd marking the
gouthern or Klickitat boundary habe become obliberated though with the
assistance of Abe Lincoln the engineer found many trees that were blazed
for the original lirese.

He will report his findings to the department. He will of course make

no recommendations that will be left to the powers that be and the:
will determine what is just to the Indians.,

‘he engineer t ook the heights of several neighboring peaks in the Cascddes
e found that Mt ®dams is 12,355 feet in height--Yak ma ‘erald, Oct.
1195 1899

James H. McNeely of Evanaville, Ind., a memober of the commission
created in 1896 for the purpose of tredting with various Indian tribes
for the sale of part of t heir lands is at the Rainier-Grand, says the
P.I. Mps I Neely was appointed a member of the commission by Pre ident Ve
Kinley in 1897,

‘he commission has yet to conclude treaties far the sale of lands with
the Fiatheads and the Yakimas. ;he latter will be asked to sell 500,000
acres tothe government. ?he price being %10 per acre. "he lard is wild
and unimproved but if the Indians agree tothe sale it will be thrown open
to public entry.

Mr, McNeely is a veteran newspaper man, being editor of the Evansville
Morning Journal and the Evening News of the same city. He is a power in

Indiana politics=--Yakima “erald, Yet 26, 1899.

12122 N B 2wd Aue

%‘WM.



77 Indian Reservaticn

lhe 1z t ard mcst important conference of the Indian commissioners and
the fourteen censolid=zted tribes of red men who are g nerically known & the
Yakimas was held on Tyesday and Wednesday.

A1l of the commissicners were present with Mr., A.L. Slermons

as stenographer and the gathering of Indians was a large ene.

As is usnal on such occasions there was much talk and consi‘erable
formality from the gogernment wards but the commissioners went directly
at thebusiness at hand the prepesition cannot but strike the I dians
most favorably.

Under the allctments already made and those wh® h will be

made before a settlement is reached the commissinners figure up n providing
about 2000 Indiars with 200,0C0 acres‘of land. The balance of the 5C0,000
acres the government deams best shculd be opened to settlement.

Tc recompense the I"dians it is agreed that they sha'l be pa’’
$1,500,000 . F:ur hundred thousand dollars of this is to be
paid down $100,000 six ronths thereafter and $900,000 in ni e equal
installments nect extending over niac yars nor a less perioe thah four and
one-half ye'rs. I, terest is to be vaid on deferrd amounts which will be
devoted to educational purposes. he comnissioners estimate that the
interest will amount 6o $200,00C,

The cash payments to the Indians will be about $700 tc every
man, woman and child. The zgreement which is printer below will be opened
for the siinatures cfthe I:dians on Saturday, one office heing established
ir this city. C:mmissioner WolMealey having cha ge of 'she latter.
lhe @6nPePend2dfd commissioners plainly stated a' the conference
that t here “shoul be no coercion on the part of the government
represente tive: ner weuld they brock any interference from the chizfs or
medicine men . It is known that abecut one-four: of the I, dians are ready

£3-53 “r

to sign the agreement and it is T“believed that when the tlance tlzchacweials



understand the favorable ferms offered that a geood, round majerity will
enter into the compact.
Itwds not generally heli ved tha the gcvernment would

ofler more thar. a mjllion dollars and the faverable terms sheuld
arreal strorgly to gll of these interested.

Tha commissicners lmve prepared the following agreement which the
Irndians * are to sign. Wnile ceoncise it is liberal in its terms
and as far as thrse who have exanired it closely have pa -ed judgment, is

fcund favorable tec these whe are nostly directiiyy interested.

12 ariicles fellow incli-ding:
Article 1t The said Yeskima Indians hereby cede, sell, relinquish and

ccnvey te the Unite GS&ates all bheir claim, right, 'i1ile and
interest in ard teo all the lands within the boundaries of
the Yakima I,.dian re ervation, in t e state of Washingtor, as bcunded
and descrihed and in that certain treaty concluded btetwecen *the United
States and the Yakima nation of I dians at Camp S evens in the Walla Walla
valley on the 9th day of June, 1855 and ratified by the United States
senate nn the 8th day of lay, 1899, save and except so much of £l :
land on said reservaticn as may bhave been heretofore or shall her-af er
be allectted in severalty on said reservaﬁion by acts of congrecs
a pproved Feh 8, 1889(24 U.S. Statutes P 288) as
ariended by act of congress arproved February 28, 1891 (26 U.S. Statues P.
794) anl alsc excepting such addftional lands as shall he sclec'ed and
allotted under special irovisicns of this agreement....Yakima Her:z1d,

J,.ly 22, 1897,



Reservation

'_'”he big opening of the Yakima Indian_rqsérygtim
for which the Yaicimavalley t.xas been waiting far-nanumbqr of ye ars
is called off.,;:his ~nnouncement 1s cont ai ned in”the follow ng
telegram received f rom “enator Wesley L. Jones by ths North
Yakima Commer cial club. | _ e
"seke Sal?man reports todepartment thd after allotments
will veno lands suitable for bomestaaé.s and probably will be no
repgistration, " y , ; ) |
:he am ouncemsnt caﬂes as a_completa surpriss to offioers
ofthe “omme cial club and others who have been looking
forward to theopening and making premrations accordingly.
While 1t has been known for some time that there
waild not be a large MIDERA@O&0OREd amount of land open for
homestead fi1ling 1twas believed thatthere would be a few
excellent tracts aml that & large n mber of homeseskers
could be accommods ted after all of the allotments weremade,
‘he report fran ¥ashington now indicates that- the wark of
apprdisement and classifica imm has been completed and shows
that when all the Indians entitled to land are supplied that ther
will be nothing left for white settlers, thisbe ing true there will
be no necessity for registration armd all thos who can be supplied
with lanGdthAonedaRgodad 1d0dd what land there is left
can be easil& handled in the usual manner,
The amnouncement is & severe disappointment t o the people
of North Yakima which undoubtedly waid have been the registration
station and of the other towns on amd near the reservation which
hoped to entertain many thoumnd visitors at the openinge..
"Wor this reason" said a dispatch to the :‘acoma paper,"

it has been determined not tolmve a registration and drawing



ds was dorer at #pokane, Coeur d'Alene am other reservations
in recent years., but to throw open all unallotted land
to entry udder the general land laws.“

Lands available are e ither graniné or timbered.’ Under the
law tlmber must be sold separately from the land and same
timber land after thistimover is removed ma% besuitable for
settlement although this is amatter of speculation. “11 lands
have been aﬁpraised end will be disposed of by the government at
appraised wlues, Yakima ijepublic, July 1, 1910, °

(o]





