4%}

"If the governor had told us, 'my children I am asking you for a
plece of land for each tribe, but the land and ocountry s stlll yours' we
would have gilven willingly.

"But he has taken us and thrown us out of our country Iin a strange
land in a place where its people do not even have enough to eat,

"Then we have said, now we know perfectly the heart of the Americans .
They hanzed us without knowing if we a e right or wrong; but they have
never killed or hanged one Anerlocan,though there i1s no place where an
American has not killed savages ...

"You want us to die of famine, little by 1little, It 1s better for us
to die at once.:

"It is your governor who wanted war,

"However the war was not roing to start so soon but the Americans
who were goling to the mines havinz shot some savages because they did not
want ‘to give them their wives, we have taken the care of defending
ourselves, )

"Then came Mr, Bolon who insulted us, threaiened u8 with waer and deatheee

"If the soldiers and the Americans wlll retire or treat frilendly, we

wlll consent to put down arms and grant them a pilece of land...

"If we lose, the men who keep the camp in which are our wives and
children, will kill them rather than see them fell into the hands of the
Americans., For we have heart and respect ourselveseee"

"hether by deliberate and ironic i1 tentlon or tmx colncldence, Major
Gabriel J, Rains, commanding troops in thefield, wrote a reply on
November 13, 1855 from "Headquarters of the Yakima Expedition," the
Ahntanum Mission 1tself, November 13,1855,

"eesYou say now if we will be qulet and make friendship you will
not war with us but give a plece of land,

"We will not be qulet, but will war forever until not a Yakima

breathes in the land he calls hls own. The rier only we will let retain

this name to show that here the Yakimas once lived.
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"The tresty which you complain of, though signed by you, gave you
too much for your lands, which are most of all worthless tothe white man,

"eeoMy kind advice to ?ou ¥xx , as you will see, 1s to scatter your=-
selves among the Indian tribes more peaceable, and theﬂe foreget you ever
were ¥mxikmmxxX ,.,.R G.J. Rains, major, U.S.A., brigadier-general, W,T.
commanding troops Iin the field."

At the outset of the war Major Sranville O, Haller marched confidently
out from The Dalles, most of his troops mounted on mules. They rode
north, sixty-five miles across the Simcoe Mountalns, and were conironted
by Kemiakin's warriors on "Top-nish" éreek.

Haller took aionq a mounted howitzer which he belleved would strike
terror into Indian hearts. But the Yesklimas' love for thelir homes
muffled the howltzer's booming voice.

Ha}ler was routed 8o he retreated , abandoning the howitzer and
other equipage.
XThe "iost nowitze " became an unseen monument, more enduring
than any shaft of granite, because of what 1t reprgsenta}
The legend has persisted , even thouzh Cammmmaxx$eiximk “olonel “right

wirecovered 1t and took it to The Dalles.

:FVHaller's defeat brought concentrations of United “tates troops and
Volunteers, who employing superior fire power, terminated hostllitles
through Wfight'a campalign, September 17,1858,

But before this there was & campalgn Into the Yakima Valley and
the battle at Twin Puttes whose old name was Pah Hu Ta Quit (Where
Mountains Wake & Gap), located just below present Unlon Gap.

It was during this period that Fort Simcoe was built to protect
thé'indians from the overanxlous settlers and as a militery depot,

The death of the Walla Walla chief, FPeo Peo Mox Mox, head chief of
the Walla Yalla and a signer of the tresty with the Walla Walla, “ayuse,

and Umatille at the time of the Yakima Trecty, came In for singular
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documentation. He was %11l d by the Volunteers who were holding him
under a flez of truce,

Writing from Yolville to Stevens on Yanuary 27,1855, A, Mclonald
sald:

"The most unrelenﬁinz barbarities are told here of your volunteers, 'Tis
said they murdered Serpent Jaune (Peo #eo Mox Mox or Yellow Bird), scalped
and skinned him, turned his skin into razor straps, disinterred him after
burying him, then cut off his ears--preserved in liquor of wh’'ch a&n
Ameriesn officer drank alterwards by accident, If this is true , as
an hlstorical fact 'tls worth salting to show our prosress."

The Treaty with the Yakima was not ratified until Harch 8,1859 and
was proclaimed April 19 by the President.

Byt when the "eople were brought onto the reserfation, “amiakin did not

go. He and his younger brother, Skloom , were related by marriage to the
treaty chlef, Owhl, the fether of the uncontrollable, reckless warrior,
Qualchan, who distinguished himself in the battle of "Top-nish “reek.”
iﬁ‘pgainst Haller's 100 soldiers.,
L e G B Wi mén or suyapos came to the Northwest.there wes a
chief called We Wo Chit, He was the father of Owhi, Teias and “hawawel
(Shawaway, all men who will be long remembered,

Owh1 surrendered to “eneral Wrizht and was k1lled on the ‘ucan-on River
while attempting to escape. “right was returning to fort Walla Walla
after the peace councils north of the Snake “iver. He re:=ched the
Pucennon, Yctober 3;1858. Ywhi suddenly broke free while under guard
of Lieutenant R.M, Morgan, xmz and was wounded by that officer who
pursued him, Then he was cornered, but he silently faced his pursuerers,
The lieutenant angered, ordered the soldiers to fire and Owhi fell,
mortally wounded, to joiln his mother, the Earth, in a few hours,

Qualchan had been executed several days before. He came into “right's

camp, having been sent for, and wes hanged premptorily and without trial
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by Wright's orders 15 minutes later,

Owhi was desoribed as he was seen in 1853 , as "a man of bluk and
stature, a chileftainly nersonage with a fresh glazing of vermilion over
his aﬁfiquated duckiness of hue,"

He wore a buckskin shirt trimmed with fringe. The ancient and honorsble
tribal mark of chieftainship-uoteer fur--banded hls head. ?hat was in
thegxxxi grendfether days before beads were used, so his buckskins
were daubed with vermilion clay.

Skloom was a large, good lookinz individual with striking features, but
was darker than Kamiakin o Owhi.

Kgmiakin has been described by many who 8 aw him,

Three yvears before the treaty he was "a tall, large man with massive
square face and grave reflecting look."

Another described him as "a large gloomy looking man with a very long
_ and strongly marked foce,"

7 Kamiakin spent some of hls time in ¥edlcine Valley where his lodge was
located beneath a larpge tree that was cut down in modern times, #ut his
mome real home was in the Yekima Valley near the Ahtanum M4ission where
he had a garden which he Irrigated. ﬁ

Kamiakin was the son of bi-Yi,'a Palouse who lived near Starbuck, close
to the Nez Perce country, “is mother was £ah Mash N1, a Yakima, He had
five wives, beins related ‘to ‘eias through one of them, “anChlow. A1l of
his sons and dsuchters have died excepting the venerable Cleveland
Kgmiskin (Peo Peo Ka Ow Not , Bird Talking A1l Night), He was born in
1870 in the Palouse and lives athespelem.

VWhile Kemiakin remaired at peace after the war, he shunned the
reservation. Yeath could have bren his fate at the hands of the soldliers
or overzedl ous settlers as in the csse of Qualchan, Owhil, Peo Peo Mox Mox:
or of Leschi from west of the Yascsdes who surrendered in good faith only

to meet violent ends,
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For a time it appeared he might come to thereservation and recelve his
pay as chief, $500 a yesr, but he did not.,

The agent, kx Pr. R,H, Lansdale, writing to “uperintendent Edward
Geary from Simcoe in July, 18859, stated:

"It is evident Kamiekin has his misglivings, feering the whites may
apprend gnd punish him."

Kemiakin did fot come so Lansdale went to Hamiek:n in #pril, 1860, a
twelve-day horseb:sck journey.

The chief told the agent that he wes not afrald of the agency but of
the whites. ile explained that should he return end there be any difficulty
he would be held accountable.

So Lagnsdele returned and recomrended the appolntment of “pencer of the
Blickitats as chilef and this was done on July 5.

W.B. Gosnell, sub Indlen sgent who was in charge of the Yakima Agency
in February, 1861, discherged “pencer.
*fgﬁﬁﬁéll was also confldent that Kemiekin would come onto the
reéefvation and consulted the chief's wife, SanChlow, who was sent by
Kamiakin to "ascertsin end report to him the ®2xxd conditim of,affairs."
"The character of “amiakin 1s, + am afraid, not &x generally understood,"
Yosnell wrote,"Though he went to war, yet his whole course was merked
by a nobleneas of mind that would have graved the generz1l of a civilized
nation, He never harmed the women and children of the settlers, or waylald
the lone traveler, but has been in many instances their protector, " |

Skloom died Februm’y 1,1861 in his home not fer f rom the agencye.

Uosnel wrote to Yeary that "8kloom,brother of Kemiakin...died after
an 1llness of four days...and while upon his death b ed made known his
determination to have Kamiakin come upon the reserve..."

Will:am Kapus, a ting Indian agent, sent & message to “‘amiakin on
Harch 21,1861%

".eel want to see you on your own land and amons -our own people. I have
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kept vour garden for you...you oucht to come for your people have no

chief now and you know that a peopie withoﬁt 8 chief cannot 1live loné;
Nearly all the Indians here are farming'

Yet st1ll Kamiakin refused to return and the Yokimas had no head chief,

1t was not until the time of the agent, the Rev. Jemes H. Wilbur that a
chlef was elected.and "ite Swan was chosen by the hesd men who cast
colored ribbons to show the'r preference,

After his deasth the Rev, Stwire G. Waters was elected head chlef of the .
Confederated Yakima Tribes and he died in 1923 or 13 years later.
The greztest of the chiefs, hamiakin, whose power fled with the
war and the yeers, was an old and disillusioned man when he wasted away in
8 log cabin that wes isolated from the rest of the camp because he wented
to be alone. e dled in his insecure sanctuary in 1877 at fock Lake, called

Tahk Lite, southwest of ®pokane in the homeland of'his father,

3 He was visited in the fall of 1870 by W,P, Winans, who rode down f rom
Golv;lla feservation to dellver twenty bales or 600 blankets,: his due
under the treaty,

"He 1listened silently to all I had to say," said Winans. "Then he arose ,
standing erect with his left arm extended, polnting with his right
hand to the racged sleeve of his gray woolen shirt,

"I"See, + am a poor man, but too rich to receive anything from the
United ®tates, the said ,"

Winans reported that gamiakin felt ahd RIxXimws belleved that—he had been
decelved and wronged by the United States and deserted by his peonle. He
wished no favors from elther.

So Winans took the blankets back to Colville and d % tributed them to
the needy.

b1thin two vears the settlers crowded around Kamiakin's camp and
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filed on the land he hadiéécupied and which shelt erd his family in the
Earth where all became as one.
He dled, embittered and broken hearted.

Kemiakin was buried on a rocky ledge, in a secrst place, in the
manner of his people,

A few yesrs afterwards the relatives went thcre to fit on new
buckskins as was also the custom in gnclent days.

The head had been severed from the body and was missing.

It has not yet been recovered so it cen be retumed, as Ywhi expxx
explained to ~overnor Stevens at the rreaty Council of 1856, to the

Earth.
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BIRTH AND SROWTH OF A RESERVATION

Crestion of the Reservat!on brought together fourteen tribes and bands,
in some instances of difrerent linguistic stock or dlalects, compelling
them to follow economic pursuits that were alien to theilr tradition and
to adapt themselves to unfamillar value systems,

hree years before the agency was born at “ort bimcoe, the slow process
of g:thering the scstteréd, leaderless people was comn enced,

Wheﬁ F. Roble was 1océ1 agent at The Dalles on August 30,1856, he wrote -

to Governor Stevens that Captain Frederick Dent, brother-in-law of

¥ylsses S, COrant, was working on a wagon road from The Dpalles
to Fort Simcoe and that Major Robert Selden Carnett was 'getting on well
_with his improvements," (Fort Simcoe).

The gethering place was the White Salmon . There were 900 therse,
1,200 at the 8ascades and The Dalles, and 1,200 1n the Simcoe Valiay
which was called "Simkwee, a place name for a saddle in the hlills north=-
northeast of the fort., ‘hem daily subsistence amounted to 1,500 pounds
of flour and one bref,

Because Kam'akin would not come upon the reservation, the Yakimas
were adrift and thelr guldance too often wes entrusted to inefficlent
agents,

The first regular agent, Dpr, R.H, Lensdale came from Olympia when that
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town had only a few houses and where he was the town's doctor and
justice of the peace. He wrote to Suyperintendent Baward R. Geary, “ecember,
1859, that "Kamiakin is much needed., I know of no one who 1s adapted to
supoly his place,"

James C., Geer was living in the Simcoe Valley in August, 1857, acting
in an unofflclal capacity as local agent., Bonner & Co., had a license to
tr: de near Fort Simcoe, established a trading post a mile away contrary
to the wishes of Major Yarnett who ordered the bullding torn dov\lvn. *he
traders were later allowed to locate a quarter of a mile from the fort thle
soldiers were posted to see that troops did not patronize the place.
“ﬁ*"The Army was resp nsible for feeding and clothing those in the Simcoe
v

Valley. Local agents at The Dglles, “ascades and White “almon cared for

the people there as best they could. The ;ar had upset the traditioqal
food quests which took the people to different areas, andthey were
overshadowed by hunger and want,

In 1852 Captain Jordan, an Army officer stationed at Fort lalles,
fenced land north of the river, At the same time E,S. Joslyn locateq
near present Bingen, bullt a home, set out an orchad and cultivated

land which became the "hite Salmon “gency,

Joslyn left during the war but returned, demanded the property -nd
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re-established his home until 1874, £is return compelle d the government

to look for another locetion and Fort “imcoe was selected.

In 1859, the same year that the territoriel legislature formed
"Clickitat" County (December 20), and located the county seat at Rockland
across from ?he Dalles at present Dallesport, Lansdale was instructed to
remove the “hite “almon Kgency to Fort “imcoe. He wrote to J.W. Nesmith,
superintendent of Indian Affairs at Salem, Oregon, May 16,1859:

"Captain Archer of the Ninth Infantry (James J., Archer of Maryland,
later_ueneral Archer of the Confederacy), in command of this post, has
been ordered by General Harney and as arranged by the general and yﬁurself,
turned over all public buildings at this place." (Tbefe were twenty-one,

valued at $30,000),

P

¥

Archer, writing from “ort Simcoe to Headquarters, “Yepartment of Oregon

on April 18,1859, sald:"I have this day turned over all public bulldings

to R,H, Lansdale." Archer and some of the troops marched off to

and
join the Nertheest “cundary Survey, occupy Fort Colville, md others

F

were ordered to “ort Dalles, leaving a detachment of fifteen to

guard the military stores,
Lansdale removed to the agency on June 2 and from there wrote

Geary:"I have also commenced farming operstions, purchased crops of grain



growing in the field."

By spring the employes were feeding ané taking care of 'stock, procuring
ralls for fencing and preparing an orchard and gardens,

Three hundred trees, mostly apple were set out under Lanadale:s
direction on the o0ld parade ground,end men wereplowing to sow grain.
Lansdale said that "the wheat sown last fall has proved a total failure
bec use of alkall in the soill or lack of rain,"

Geary contracted with James Knox of Linn County, Oregon, on May 29,1860
to purchase 100 head of cattle, paying $10 a head for yearling heifers and
#¥17 for two year olds, Then he bought an additional fifty cows and calves
and five bulls,lre-introducing livestock into the Yakima Valley. Kamiakin,
as early as 1836, mEgxieEdxEakkka obtaire d cattle from the Hudson's
Bay “oﬁpany at Vancouver by trading horses , ﬁnddevelooed herds that were
scattered or killed during the war,

uéorge H. Abbott, sub-

Wriari the: mellnn 9154 surged up the “olumbia,
Indien Agent at fhe Dalles wss directed to help lay in a supply for winter
use and to nurchase a ton or two of salt and fifty b rrels for curing
and packing the fish,

A saw mill was under construction, 59,000 having been appropriated to

build it and a proposed flouring mill,
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“nd then Lansdale , who had brought in 147 Klickltat Indians from Lewis

River Valley, was suddenly suspended because of "serious charges,"

“n reallty while there was some basis for the "serious cherges," there
was a confusion over authority of territorial officials and their jurisdiction
Moreover, payment for employees did not come through with known regularity
and some had gone two and three years without salary,

?snsdale , on YJanuary 4,1861, acknowledged that W,B, Gpsnell was
appointed sub-agent. He was transferred xm from &km his post on the coast
to serve temporarily in the emergency.

Yosnell renewed a contract with J,R. Stark and John W, Allen to cut
100,000 feet of pine saw logs twithin four mlles of the saw mill, at a cost
- of three dollars per thousand feet."

In a report to u‘eary on danuary 26, 1861, he told how he had visited
the mill and found the dam unfinished, ¥hen he inspected the beef cattle
they were unfit for slaughter, welghing only 175 pounds eache

Besides the employes, 120 Indians were being fed.

There were 21 yoke of work oxen of which Lunsdale claimed nine but they
were 'old md worn out." There were 21 head of horses and seven mules

of which four were being used to haul logs,

The 355 head of sheep and 50 lambs were in good condition and Robert



6

Rant‘.oul, the herder, was "an excellant man,"

Gosnell wrote:

"The farms seem to have been awfully neglected, ‘here is not agrain of
fallow wheet in the ground., “ay on hand 1s only about 472 tons, "

He recommended that 200 hoes end six plows be purchased,beceause only
"four plows are on hand,"

The school, iIn operation that year for the first time, was under "the
superintendency of the Rev, James H, Wilbur, assisted by Mr, Wright and
lady. *here are now fifteen boys and three girls in daily attendance,"

Yn June 1, charlas.R. Hutchins, special agent , writing to Geery
reported:"I have this day relieved Yosnell, Yoods stored at Rockland can
be teamed to this post at contract of %40 per ton., #bout 14 Indisns are at
work now for the government, tThe wages pald them 1s $30 per month and rations,!

Before the end of the monthx lumber was ready for the flouring mill
which H.W, Shipley was to erect., ?he sawmill on Simcoe Creek was in
"constant operation,"

B.F, Snellling was superintendent of farming. One of the farms contained
200 acres of “good soil and has a crop of hay and 32 1/2 acres of oats,"
“maller acreages of peas, wheat and potatoes were being enclosed by a

board fence,

"Another farm selected on a branch of “imcoe Creck # five miles distant,
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consists of 300 acfes but impregnation of alkall renders it useless,

"There are three gardens in the imnediate vicinity of theagency containing
about elght amcres which are planted with corn, oats, barley, potatoes and
other vegetsbles,"

The next agent, #shley H. Bancroft,was appointed by President Abraham
Lincoln, Baneroft w:s a brother of George ﬂancroft, 8 historian, United
States minister to Prussia in 1867 and father of Hubert Howe Bancroft whose
histories of the Pacific Coast and Memico have newer been cqualled, Yet
the agent, Dancroft, proved a fallure,

He too, and because of Clvil War conditions , and his employees, went
for extended periods without pay and.w re compelled to subsist themselves
from the storehouse and zardens.

Leaders of the different tribes or bands wer- disturbed, They reported
that annuitlies were dwindling and by the second year had become so small

that they were not worth making the trip to secure. Meny refused to go

% after their goods, belleving that the Yrest "hite Father must be angry

with them and meant to do them harm or he would not have sent a man such
as Bancroft to look after them,
The Rev, Wilbur wus held in high respect and they confided in him. Wilbur

attempted to reason with Pancroft but was discharged and in a letter
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two days later asked permission to remain iwithout expensez as teacher
but his request was dented.
Baneroft also discharged the agency physician, Dr, S.H, Roberts on the
grounds that "he.attemnted-to Incite the Indians.d@@fdt agairs t their agent,"
On Jenuary 13,1862, “ancroft issued ammuities to 1,458 men, women and
children. (Under the Ireaty at leasp 3,500 were entitled to food and roods ),
"On first coming together there was a very general disposition not to
recelve the goods. Many said that they were not consulted on the Treaty
for the lgnd and would not give 1t up and take pay but upon convineing them
that the land was sold, they rrceived the goods Owhng to the deep snow
many could not come for them. I have retained a portion for Axxkrnb
distribution in the spring."
Bancroft complained to C.H. Hale, superintendent of Indimm Affairs,
Olympia, W,T,, on November 1,1862:"The numbers now far exceed that of
the previous distribution, *he last goods would not afford one blanket
to a family,"
“e comnlained of the lack of seed to sow seventy acres of land to wheat
and the superintendent of farming complained that the ‘ndlans were

destituta.'

"All the farming implements that have been distributed for the past five
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years and a half , even at exchange rate, would not amount to as much as
the salary of one employee for one year. Men employed to superintend

the lfarming have been ashamed to look an Indian iIn the face and @éntion
farming for it would bring up questions that he could not eas!ly answer,"
he wrote.,

The agency farmer F.C. Moore informed the superintendent that he had gone
without pay for over two years, and that voucheré were worth only thirty
cents on the dollar,

Bancroft submitted letters signed by the.disoharged Wilbur:s co-workers
knrkxgrmdx to the effect that goods were damaged gnd worthleas for
distribution or had not been received, His esfimates for the quarter eqd;ﬁ;}
Dgcember 31,1862, included %5,925 for treaty émployees, a superintendent
of farming and two farmers at fSOO a year; superintendent of schools, two
teachers, physician, two blacksmiths, carpenter, plow and wazm maqu, a
miller, tinner and head chief, E

A varn for storage of zraln was éstimated at $2,500, fences at‘@1,000 add
a reaper, thresher, seperator, three bresking plows and otﬁer agricultural
tools at $1,200,

Wilbur left the agency in February,lBGé, and journeyed to "ashington, so

the story goes, There he laid his protests before President Lincoln
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,explaining his "Bible and plow policy, end re turned with the appointment

of agent. He began duties in 1&£#% 1865 and held the positioﬁ with only one
Interruption for nearly eighteen yearé.

Agency reports imxedinkaxy at once took on a businessliﬁe aépearance,
because irrespective of his faults Y“ilbur wes a tireless worker and a
friend of th® e who followed hls way of life, a strictly religious way.

H.G., Thompson, farmer, reportdd breaking 75 acres mf and seeding 56 acres
in one month while “alter X Carman » the miller, ground 142 bushels of grain
and turned out 15,239 f;et of lumber.

.“1fred Hall, carpenter, in his report for Anril, lBG5,fna§e.and stalned
three coffins, $18, ¥ix ax handles 50 cenis, $3; 5 rake heads, ¥2.50; 4 bed
boards, ¥3; dressed out 2 gunstocks for gunsmith, %3; made six frame plcket

gates and hung them, ¥42; and spent the rest of the time getting out
lumber for fencing."

9ames MeGrew, blacksmith, besldes shoeing horses and mulesx made 54 har row
teeth, ironed six neck yokes and. three sets of doubletrees, made 100 rings ,
repaired wagons at a cost of %25 and forged a branding iron,

Father %ilbur » 88 he was cslled by the Indlans, directed the tribe
In progress, educatim and agriculture under a serious althoush religionistic
administration.

Crazing privileges were granted to a few of the stocknen 1ike the
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"king of range,i Ben Snipes, bringing in sever.l thousand dollars
annually for the benefit of the tribe . “ome of the payment was male in
skmek fat cattle which were slaurhtered to asugment food stores,

Lumber was trensformed into homes--not too many at first, fﬁur or
six a year--and replaced tepees which had dotted the Valley.

Wagons, plows, harrows and harness were purchased and given to those
who worked for them but were denied to those who wanted only annulty goods
without workinge

Early in 1866 a stage road and relay stations were opened through the
reservatlon near the pre ent route to Gsixx Coldendale over “atus Fass. In
1878 there were 3,500 head of Indian Department cattle, burned with the
ID brand , and there x®r were 16,000 head of horses,., Most of the lumber
was used for fencing cultivated areas to keep out livestock which was
even then creating a serious overgrazing problem,

The severe winter of 1880-1881 set back the stockmen both on end
outslde the reservation because 80 to QO per cent of the stock froze
or starved to death, a repetition of nineteen years earlier,

The military retumed to the control of reservations over the nation
in 1860-1870 und Lieutenant James H. Smith wns assigned to Fort “imecoe.

He was quick to assailx “ilbur,
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The 1ieutenant asserted thaf thes e fbllowing Wilburfs faith could
obtaln all they asked for, but others who adhered to their oldbelief were
denled annuities., 'his was even enforced in hair cutting, dlthodgh long
halr was inherent in the old religion wkikek with which the missionaries were
unfamiliar,
ﬁFupthérmore, " Lieutenant Smith wrote in an official report:"In
comparing the highly favorable reports from this agency regarding the wealth
of the Yakima Iﬁdians on the reserve, the conclusion forced i1tself that these
reports were grossly exaggerated..." #n dddddng officisl inqﬁiry substantiated
the contentlon:
"Restraint of their religlous liberty wes always the occasion of great
discontent and a direct violation of the most cherished ideas of the
American peop]e.?
‘he government restored civil control over-the reservations and Wilbur,
returning as agent in 1871, stated his policy:
"If I fail to give moral character to sn ‘ndian I e g ive him
nothing th:t does =mmk him permanent good., *f I can succeed 1n glving him
moral character, then he no longer needs the gifts of government. He becomes

a man lilke any other and can take care of himself,"

“ilbur bullt up attendance at the Indlan schooljthe ch’ ldren were eagerly



13

Je arning the ways of the white man.

He outlawed lliquor runners on the reservation. He was a strict dis-
ciplinarian who resorted to the whippins post (for women as well as men)
and the ball and chaln and hard lebor for punishment of tribesmen and non-
indian offenders, He wes the law of the land at a time that ®imcoe wes the
leading town in the midmx¥xXXexs ocountry for mlles around, end in ca rying
oﬁt justice, he did so wit hout dlscriminet lonx other than h's religlous
convictlionsgs, -

The years that swirled around Fort ~imcoe and the rezervation, the people
who lived there, and the country<§urrounding, are'gﬁch in history, not
only of the rezlon but Interlocked with thé west and the nétion.

Several aganka events show the temper and disposition of %1 1bur and give
& new insight 1nto the Yak imawm,

?here w 8 the time:when the combuttant Snake or Yaiute I~dians from
Fort Harney end the disbsnded Malheur “eservation in Oregon, who had
resisted settlement days for so long and shose scattered and prowling
bands continued to sttack wagon trains, were finally subjugated.

And out of a cleer sky and In the dead of a corackling cold January,
they were herded onto thé Yaxima Reservation by military escort.-

"Five hundred and forty-three Snake and Piute Indians arrived yesterday
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without official notice of theilr céming, in a destitute condition, nearly

naked. Something must be done immediately té feed and clothe them,t Wilbur
wired to E;A. Hayt, @ommissioner of Indian Affairs on ¥Yebruary 3,1879.

Wilpur dutifully took the Yakima chief and interpreter to meet &aptainl
W.H. Wintérs of the {irst Cavalxry and the prisoners,

The “akimas went to work.with teams and haule d lumber from the steam
sawmill to builld a shelter, 150 feet long and 17 feet wlde.

"It affords me pleassure to say thq Indiens of the @0@@ddyd agency did n o£
revolt but took hold with a will.tc help locate them and make them com=
fortable," he wrotes

The cemp wus set up on Loppenish Creek, seven mlles east of Fort Simooe
and Wilbur himself, a huge man welghing over 200 pounds , directed twenty
Yok ima freighters to move the prisonera and the two companies of blue-clad
troops.

He also established bhe Palute farm, first at Lone Pine Tree, just west
of present “hite Swan, end then the farm end school four miles southeast of
Wnite Swan., It was to obtain water fortnis that the old ‘atute ditchWEs
dug, one of the reservation's first irrication projects of aonsequencé.

Sarah Winnemucca, thé determire d and pathetic heroine of the Péiutes

accompanied her peonle to the reservation and Wlilbur engeged her as
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interpreter and teachér but later repl ced her with the Rev. Qeorge waters,
an ordained Methodist.

At the same time Chief Moses (Sispilth Kalch, SBeven Shirts ) and two
hundred of his people from the Upper Columbla were brought in as a precasutlion
against eny outbresk resulting from the war with the Nez Perce. They were-
the Moses people or the Kawachkins.

Tpere was an unexplainable friendship petween Moses and the agent who at
oné time imprisoned Mgses to keep h'm frombeing seized by the sheriff
from0l1d Yown (Union Gap). “hen Moses was arrested and taken to 0ld
hgown, “ilbur baildd him out for ¥300 and stood by until the chlef was
fﬁéquittedJof charges resulting from k& minor outbreaks which occurred
of f the reservation and the murder of the Perkins cquple.

Wilbur was disappointed that Moses and his people did not chose to remailn
on the “akima Reservation, and that the Palutes became dissatisfled and
deserted In wholesale numbers to ﬁarm Springs and Idsho wher he enforced
his "no work, no food" policy. He constantly sought increased appropriations
for an empire of many tribes he was attemot ing to build.

éut aRirx a rescrvation wad crezted by Presidential Proclamation
for lMgses after he had gone to Washington,

Sargh, seemingly content at first, took personalk issue wlth W1lbur and
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then went directly to "ashington and complained strongly to authorities
of cold and wet camps, @4@d4dd widespresd deaths among her peonk and
the lack of food and clothing.

A11 this time the Yakimas regarded the Palutes as guests and brothers
needful of assistance, ?hey willingly consented to withdrgwals from
Lakima rations and at Christmas they slaughtered their own cattle, gathered
presents of food and clothing and delivered them to the Palute camp « Yot
most of ﬁné time they wer; compelle d to keep a close watch overthelr own
belongings and especially the horses.,

Some of Sarah's own peonle turnéd acainst her and there were long and
bitter councils at which her brother, Lee "innemucca defended her, and
Paiute leaders like Lergins, Pacddy, Oytes the medicine man and defeated

ﬁarrior, and Natchez spoke,

In a few years the Pailutes broke away and sc: ttered to t heir old homes
and the Iakimas.went brek on about the work of building thelr own llves
with "1lbur's strong guidance,

“arah perpetuated her disgruntled feellings In letters and documents. “he
once wrote:

"Father Wilbur says he shonld bemuch r elicved if the Plutes wer e not

on the reservation, They have been the cause of much labor and anxiety to

him, Yet he does all he can to prevent the ir goling away. "\





