CONCLUSION

During this perlod of one hundred seventy yecars, there
was continuous contact between European and Indien soclety on
the moving frontler belt of North Americg. in Pennsylvania
the‘groqu which met were in relatively parallel political
positions, as both the Province and the tribes which treated
with it were selfmgoverning bodies but were not es Independent
as they wished of powers which cleimed suzereinty over them.

Their contac@ wag concerned with their joint occupancy
of the frontier area, which was moved wes?ward as the white
men needed and obtalned the Indiaqs? land, and wlth their com-
plementary roles in t@e fur trade, upon which the Indlans'
way of 1ife wes based. Because at various times each group
needed something which the other could offer, and because
occasionally the existence of one or the other seemed to it
in Jgopardy; there were frequent official contagts between
them. Despite these many counclils and treaties, neither group
understood the other's interests or behavior.

The Indian and the colonist saw a few of the elements
of their relationship in the same light, because certain
obvious facts qould not be ignoredrand left 1ittle‘room for
interpretation. Cccasionally an‘indiyidual from one_society

saw some aspect of the other more clearly than its own members
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