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Told by
George VW, Olney, & member of the Yaldima tribe: June, 1951

Mr. 8863 ¥ilbur was known to Indians and whites as Father i lbup
at the time he was the Indian sgent. Mre Wilbur was Indian agent here
at Fort simcos fran 1866 to 1882,

Wilbur first came to Ft. Simcos as the first Indian school
teacher under the first agent that vﬁas appointed by the U.S. goverrment,
he wase=—w=lin, Bancroft., Fort Simcoe was turnec over to the Indian
department by the wer department as T understand an officer stationed
at the Fort was in charge of the Inriians up to the time ﬂzancrof.'t
took the agency,. Bancroft was dismissed and thon Father Wilbur was
appointed as the sacond agent in 1866 and served for 18 YOars .«

Father Wilbur and Yathan Olney got acquainted in """he Balles, Ore.

James H, Wilbur was said tobe the first city police of The Dalles,
Ore. Nathan Olney was the first sheriff of *he Dalles, Ore,and when
Wilbur became school teacher, at the fort, he induced llathan to come
to the Yakima country and take up & homestead. Wathan Olney came
Uower about the year 1865 am settled on the Ahtanum creek.

Vhen Nathan Olney died sbout the year 1867 Mr, T’ilbur » then agent,
had a coffin made for the body, brought lathan Olney tgoatge Fort and
had him buried at the ®ast of the Fort Simco(copy) about one quarter
of amle fram ti;xe builldingse.

fn emigrant family , shortly after that, in crossing the *oppenish
creok ford--a women and 2 of her children w re drowned and Father
Vilbur had them buried alongside of Nathan Olney. The names unknown
to me, graves ummarked., ithe only name T remember is of the ox team
driver of me.omigrant family, Mr. ®shley,

The names of this woman and rer two children may be in Yather

Pilbur's files at thoe Yakima agency(Indian) at Yop enish,



a
of business on the reservation wore rarked with progrose amd the wopk
of noral reform, tho ush slow, wae gradual and certain, J’-"x;em that
time To iy rosuning amy dubles, Jenuary 1, 187%; évery intervest,
matorial and maral, was mnmg.
Yuployes wore paid for wrvices before reach&ng the réqea'vai.ﬂ,m,
and with the influence thoy exertsd in dancing, awnx‘ing,, drinking
and card-playin: the interests of the reservation were 'Il'apidlg
doclininge |
“ho eattie belonging to thw I.diens wher I left the I_;hgency numbered
1,6004 “he noburel incroase would have been @out GO0y Whon I returned
thore wvas not were than 360 old amd younges Theso cattl&s were woarth
985 por heady add 800 W 1,600 and you have 2,200 at ¥8p per
head maling $65,0003 dedust the price of those found, §b,750
and you have U46,860 lons in lattery or say nothing of \‘ne increaso
ard take 1,600 head at tie mwice above and you have mo,\ooo,,...».m
Sore of the Irdimne wore doing woll when I left the a \ency,
undor the military administration leoft their fayms and e msawabim
ard d1¢ not return until last springs Thore was & aniversal
dissatisfaction with the botter class of Indians under thé\w edministration
of Lisusenant J.1, Smithe - \
I am ploassed to say that tho Indiams px‘ox'eaaing religitnm mmbering
abcout 300 at the time I left maintained the ir piety amid ﬂ:aniz'

porgecution with but little loss, \

Schoolgwe'hen i left 4¢.I turmd over to my eucce:sor 4’9’1,&00
méxéo:x. fvmﬁg.wha mnual appropriati on wos W3,200,malsing ti}e,gc\p.
Cn posuning ry duties I found no schooly anly on papers Yhe t{t}urding
houoso that Ind beon used for t ho cmvenien® of tie sch ol w:!a:-:‘ changed
80 as bo mals 14 impoasible to gerther childronsessesssscwaeefse

foport o Comissicnor of Lnd&n affairse 1871e



When I was about eight years old I stayed at father Wilbur's
@008 home. fhe house that was built for thea génts to live in, a
modern building, made of lumber the was milled and framed, ready to
put tpgether in the state of Maine amd shipped ar ound the Horn and
hauled by wagon, I believe, fram “storia, Oregon (I don't know how
but was told it was)

When Father “ilbur made trips to The Palles he used t o take me
along as his interpreter as he would meet Indians on these trips,.

Father Wilbur was also a arresting officer before there was a U.S,.
marshal appointed here. He used to arrest bootleggers amd place
them in hs Jail. One of the blockhouses was used as a jail at that
time. He went as far as an Indian camp near Mount st Helen's, they
picked huckleberries, horse raced and gambled. Yather Wilbur did
not allow gambling aml horse racing, also drinking intoxicants on
the rescrvation so the Yakima Indians would go to this camping
ground on a prairie and away from Father Wilbur's presence.

The bootleggers would take whisky to this camp and trade for money
and horses. Somé Indians reported this to Father Wilbur so he took
his saddle harse named Calico, a big horse with spots on, thus the
ngme Yalico.

fhe two Indians that came to Wilbur with the news of the b oot-
leggers went with Father Wilbur and led 4 horses, as they were
four of the men bootlegging. "he Indians told that these men would
be back to the Indian camp on a certain day again with more whisky tO
sell, fhe name of this huckleberry camp is Chequesh.

He arrested these bootleggers and took them to Fort Simcoe and
put them in jail, had ball and chain put on them, then made them
work out their fines by @rupgimg out oak trees, clea ing the
land for farming. They raised grain on this land after it was

cleared. These men sawed the oak wood for fuel,
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Afger thher Wilbur converted them to the faith of the Methodist
church he took theball ami chains off of them and took them to church
on Sund'ays. 4fter that he trusted them and they were free to work
without guard or all and chaine. Later he released them, hauled
them to The Palles, Oregon and they went their way.

He built thefirst saw mill run by waterpower, also & grist mill
to grind theIndians' wheat into flow on the Simcoe creek in “imcoe
valley. The saw mill was not sufficient to get out lumber fast en-
ough to build houses for the Indians sole bought a steam engine and
put up a sawmill on Mill creek, the cresek named after the mill
was buliit,

He got a white man to train Indians to run the sawmill. Yhen they
learned to run the mill the Indians t ok over. “harley Barnaby, a
half blood, b scame the engineez". Hampton Lumley, Lankester “pencer (copy)
Wilbur Spencer were the main operators. Lovelass was the name of
the white manthat taught the Indians to operate the saw mill.,

The first sawmill that was built on Simcoe creek, run by
water power was the old type.@ross cut saws were up and down and slow
when water got low it would have to stop operations. the later one
with steam, run circular saws. The other one used what was known
a8 whip saws,

{ lhe Indian name f@ the creek where the saw mill was last set up )/
\ 1s or was Na Nu Na Nu.
‘ Father "ilbur would go to seelow his Indian boys were getting
along with their work, often taking a hand in the sawing and handling
of the lumber, The first lumber fr;m the Simcoe whip saw mill
Yather Wilbur built a church in Simcoe valley near Yesmowit's homse,
another chwrch at 'JI‘.‘up Uah, now “Yhite Swan. Later he gave these two

old churches, one to Yesmowit, the other ome to Joseph Stwire.
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(then our head chief) His Indian name was Yhite Swan. Tupuch was
changed to Stwireville, then when 4.C. Coburn bought the Joseph
Stwire allotment and layed it out into a townsite, he named it

"hite Swan after our late chief. “hite Swan was & nick name. “his name
he got because he wore a cap made of white swan faathers,

“ne next church he built with the lumber from tte mill on Mill
creek, was by a (carpenter teacher) Father “ilbur had to learn
Indians carpenter tmade. Miller and his pupils built the big church
in 1879 at Stwireville. He, ‘ather “ilbur, trained young Indians to
be ministers. One was a full brother to Joe “twire but had different
nemes, he was “earge “aters. #1so ‘homas Pearne and Yoke Helm, they
are all dead now. They also bﬁovght many Indians into the faith,
Father Wilbur preached every “unday and he built houses for t he
church members first, so to gt a house built the Indians joined
churche I do not remember the time but he had built a church on
the lower Satus for the Shusters. It was too far for them to come
to Stwirevills churche

Only the Methodist members of Wilbur church got houses. Many
white people came to Fort Simcoe to a big camp meetings with the
Indians every year, about the first of July and would stay till after
the Fourth of July. *hey would also celebrate the Fourth before
returning to Klickitat as most of them came from there, Yather “ilbwr
would butcher cattle., sheep and hogs and furnishvegetables from the
agency garden. Beef and other meats were issued to all visitors to
the camp meeting, Indians and whites alike. Yany were converted to
the faith at these camp meetings. Tents and fuel were furnished, also
free, to visitorse. Klickitat peopls had a long journey over the
mountains on the old military road which was rough am very steep.iﬁ

Placee they had to tle young trees with the branches on to hold
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the wagons on these steep places, especlally on the dug hill as they
called ite. Harness dn those days had no breeching, breaks could not
hold wagas on this Dug hill., This road was used &bP@ till about 1900
or even later,

Father Wilbur had a herd of weathers(sheep) at the Fort
agency to butcher fa the school. "hen he butchered the last sheep he
did not get any more . He had a large bunch of Chester White hogs
running ar card everywhere at the Yart. fhey would sleep under the
block houses. The bilg crickets were plentiful then and hogs would live
on them in season besides the roots armd acorns from the big oak trees
there. fhe hogs were fed grain raised on the agency farm to fatteh
theme In the late fall they were butchered for ba con and hawms. He hed
a smoke house. John Hadley was the agency farmer and he did the curing
of the pork for bacon and hams. He had a blacksmith shop, carpenter
shop, harness shop. llany lndians learned their trades at these shops.
They made wagons, bobsleds for winter hauling as wagons wers out of
the question In snow, fob sleighs were used to haul logs to mill and
cord wood to the agencye

My brother , “rank Olney learned the wheelright trade under a
white teacher. He shaped the woodwork for wagons and sleds. “be Lincoln,
a half blood anxd brother -in-law was learning the blacksmith trade
and put the iron on the wagon geers. “aniel “oon learned the harness
making trade and buillt hafness. 411 these things were issued to the
Indianse. Food was issued to old Indians, annunities like cloth, blankets,
clothing was issued to all Indians frese. ;he blacksmifh made p;ows
out of sheet steel and bmaces and suparts %% fsupports) on the wood
work was made by these Indians. Many other steel tools weremade at the
blacksmith shop armdl handles and wood work by the carpenter shop boyse .
411 planing of wood was dore by hand like doors, casings for doors
and windows. Most of the young men were full blood Indians. Daniel

“oon was a full blood and an excellent harness maker. ~e also repaired



shoes far Indianse.

The Indians learned to till the soil amd raise food under %ilbur,
Father Wilbur went to see his wards and if they were idle he put them
to work. He would hold the plow, drive the team to show them how it
was done. When leaving his man he would tell him now you have so
much of this work done, or else. They all minded the father.

He was a strong man with a strong character., He was kind to all and
rough when he encountered a rough man. Some times he had to deal with
tough white men.

He established the govermment hay ranches . One is northwest of
White Swan. ‘he big cattle ranch was on the north side of lower
Toppenish creek, was fenced in with boards from the mill. It was one
mile wide and s ix m’ les long. Hay was cut and stacked for feeding.

It was wild hay which grew abundantly then. :'_hese hay ranches were
abandoned and were alloted to Indians later,

Indieans that wanted a start in the cattle business Wilbur gave
them work on the many agency farms and he paid them in cattle,
branded ID for Indian department(check letter looks like I.D.'is)
Father “ilbur was a good friend of mine. He was the one that married
us, Betsy Yesmowit and me, in July, 1881 . On his last trip here
he visited my wife and I and had dinner with us. ®#bout the year 1883
he bade us good-bye for the last time.

Father #ilbur was the finest man and friend I ever had. He done
miich for us Indians, morally and financially. He was a fast friend of
my late father, Nathan Olneye.

I write this from my memories of him. I am 88 years old now,.

Dedicated to a good man, James H. Wilbur. |

Signed Usarge W, Olney

“ritten this day June 1, 1951,



	TRA-047-06-005-
	TRA-047-06-006-



