Pioneer Era. Aug sta Eastland in "‘old Bv the P oneers, index of
Unpublished Material,.

Oregon immigration ®gan in 1830, but the Yakima valley being away
from the main thoroughfare, remained a wilderness., "hite men paddled up
1ts streams now and then but it was s8till in possession of the Indians
long after Dr., Whitman and his wife had paid wlth t heir lives far
the privilege of being the first missionaries among the L‘m.yuse Indians,

In 1853 the Immigrant train led by James Longmire passed thr ough
Yakima valley bound for Puget Sound. ‘he same year McUlellan was in
the walley with his party of engineers meking a railroad survey.

Ka-mi-a-kin, the Yakima chief, had gme to %alla ¥alla in 1847
and asked for a Catholic priest for his tribe. Two fathers were sent
the same year to establish & mission on the Bhtanum, These two men
were the only white men in the valley for years. They left when
the mission was burned by soldlers in 1856,

For a number of years the valley was clos:d to white settlers. in
1859 after corgress ratifled the treaty made between Governor
“tevens and the Indian tribes of Eastern "ashingtan in 1855 the valley
was thrown open ard settlement begane

"Squaw Men; came first but not many remained. Very few of the
settlar s were oxOteam pione ers, but were children of those sturdy
h ane seekers who had crossed the plains iIn the long caravans of the
forties and fi ties. 4 lways wanting more room to expand, feeling shut=-
in if they cold see the smoke from a neighbar's chimney, many of
the se Oregon seitlers pulled up stakes, loaded the o0ld prairie
schooner again and crossed ths Columbia in search of rew counkirye.

Nearly all of these restless, crowed (copy) settlers werg stock
men, needing range and the Yakima valley was the ideal location,.

Iye description of the Yakima walley by #Alexander i‘oyfss, the fur
trader in 1814 tallies with that of the historian, #.J . Splawn,
who marveled &t its beauty and potential value to the settler, 50 years



later.

Ag early as 1859 cattlemen began driving In their cattle by the
thowands to these rich pasture lands, Many of the se men were connected
with later history, but at first made no permanent location. éen Snipes
was among tleme T here were the #llens, Murphys, William Connell,
William Hemderson and others,

I, 1859 ¥, Mortimer ‘horp mowel his family and possessions from
Polk county, Oregon, into Klickitat county locating where ubldendale
now stands., :he town was bullt on part of his calf pasture.

Historians have written in glowing terms of the rugged ploneer who
crossed the plains in 1844, He was & typical fromtiersman, fearless,
lp spitable , restless, free-handed, the genuine type taking possession
of the wilderness, making it a dwelling plac for generations of the
‘horps to come. Five generat ions of the Thorps have looked upon
this valley and been conent,

He was prominent in Klickltat affairg being the first _.robate
judge, but the restless spirit of the true ploneer started him out
again and in 1860 he drove & herd of fine Durham cattle over to the
Moxee vélley. :he little log-cabin he built for his herders was the flest
hous to be erected in the valley except those by Catholic fathers and
the soldiers,

In “ebruary, 1861, the first family of the Yakima valley loaded
the ir h ousehold goodson pack horses, then father, mother and nine
children set out on horseback following the trdd over the Simcoe
mountsins where in places the smow was several feet deep, down the
Satus to the Toupenish which they crossed, Over the sage trush
plains they f ollowed ths trail to the Yakima river, passed thra gh
Pah-ho=te~oute (Union Gap) forded the riwer above the mouth of the
dntanum and moved into the 1little log=cabin built for the two herders,

%’he stove md been left in the Klickitat, the furniture wac crude

there was but little room for eleven people, the roof and floor were
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of dirt; but there was a mother who mpet trials and hardshipsand pri-
vitation with a smile, Mrs. Thorp was the first white woman to
make her home in the Yakima valley, ‘heir mearest neighbors were at
least 60 miles away,

4 new house wa s soon cons tructed, the stobe brought in the fall,
also some furniture. ‘hat year they raised a garden. ‘I‘he I,dians gave
them 1ittle trouble as their first experience with Mp. Thorp taught
them to o careful. ‘he misdemeanar was horse-steling and the punishe-
ment was made to fit the crime. *# year later he met and vanquished a war
par ty led by “mohalla, after that he was t reated by the Indians with
wholesome respecte

“harles ®plawn helped drive ‘horp's mttle to the Moxee; he had came
with the Thorps fram Oregon and in the fall of 1861 he amd the oldest
Thorp daughter, Dulcena were married at ‘ort Simcoe by Father Wilbur,
the first marriage in Ykkima valley. ‘heir soan} born in 1863 was the
fipes white child born in the valley. He died within a year,

‘here were five Splan brothers, Charles, "illiam, George, Moses and
“ndrew Jp. ‘heir fathar was a ploneer of Missouri amd he died there
in 1845, ‘he /five boys and the ir mother , a brave and enterprising
woman of the genuine pioneer type, followed the Opegon trall in 1852,
settling in Linn county, Oregon.

The youngest son, A}.J. Or Jack joined his brother, Charles in
the Klickitat in 1860 aml in 1861 entered the Yakima valley, beginning
his career as & cattleman. “hr ogh the years that followed he ranged
all through the narthwest taking in Montana, Idaho, gamiloops A
Yariboo and many othor places.

His adventures have been preserved in his historic volume,
"Ka-mi-a-lin, he Last Hero of the Yakimas, A4t cne time he filed
a squatter's right to 180 acres of land but that was mo life far
the roving cowboy. He 80ld out in 1872 to John #. BR&AGA Shoudy. The
town founded on it by Mre. "houdy named for his wife, BEllen, so



S0 “jlensburg came into being,.

the hard winter of 1861-62 nearly wiped out the cattle industry,
but the '*'horps fought desperately and s aved every horse and lost only
seven of their 300 he ad of cattle, E veryday th® men broke the snow crust

o the stock could gat to the feed,

The first school in the vd ley was held in 1862 upstairs in the
ray two-story Thorp log-house. The teacher was Mrs. #lbert Haines, who
came with her husband and daughter that year to tleMoxee., Her
daughter and the Thorps were the scholars,

In 1861 “lbert Hensen, neighbor of the %horps in the Klickitat
loaded & pack team with a supply of miner's iA0fd® equipment and
driving & few cows set out with his family to trade with the miners
in the “enatchee valley. Minding that the gold seekers had moved on,
“ensen turmed back, sold out to the Indians and visited his old neighbor,
thorpe In 1864 he came back and settled near Thorpe.
In 1863 William ‘arker ami John #1len drove in & large band of cattle
and located in Parker bottom . FYarker derives 1ts name from this Pboneer,
Gilvert Pell settled near tle mouth of the Satus in 1863, f‘he first
settler on the Ahtanum, “ndrew Gervais, came in 1864, remaining to
become & prominent amd honored citizen. #nother prominent msn, Nathan
Olney, the second settler in the “htanum, arrived with his Indian
wife and children the same year, Nathan Olney crossed the plains in
1843,

‘he oldest house now standing in the valley was built by J.P,
Mattoon in 1864, It is a two=-dkO0BP room log structure with dirt roof.
The fireplace is of sandstone,. 'T‘L'he logs of this ploneer c&bin are in
perect state, the dirk chunking still in evident.(lopy) Mr. Mattoon's
parents, #bel ami “arah Matboon, moved from New York to Bhio in an
early daye. John Mattoon was barn in Lucas County, Ohio, Dec, 20,

1834 and came with his famll across the plainsthe year o the Whitman

mMa SaCIro.,
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J.B. Nelson axd femily came into the valley in 1864, finally loc=
ating in the Naches, the first settler there,

In 1865 “ugustan Cjeman maile the first location in the Wenas
vidlley, later acquired by David Longmire, whose father led thefirst
wagon train t hrough the valley in 1853, MpeCleman brought the first
sheep into the valley,.

lhe first store was started by Egbert ¥rench and his Indian wife.

It was in Parker bottom and is still standing.

The Goodwins came in 1865, leading an emigrant train and unusuel
sighte*hose people nearly all settled in the walley. Samuel Chappelle,
Tanners, #1lens and dczens of othsrs who laid foundations in the valley
Negarly all of them settled along the streams thus affording irrigation
for t heir gardens and small whéat flelds,

In 1869 the Barker Brothers establisled a storeat the place whch
became known as Yakima City. “nother store was opened b: George Goodwin
in 1870, "l'he Schannos took up claims and established another store,

On January 12, 1863 the legislature passed an act creazting the
county of Ferguson.the officials app inted never qualified. fwo years
later the act was repealed and Yakima county was created., Still there
was no organization, but in 1867 UYovernor Moore named the officia.ls
and insisted that they act.

Irrigation was started, or continued, rather, as Ka-mli-akkin had dug
the very first ditch in 1847 to water his garden. j‘ne Yoodwins
raised & small crop of wheat in 1866 o Under a cooperative system
several men brought water from the Nachese “hat was the beginning
of the Tnion “Yanal. In 1870 the Schannos dug & canal 18 miles
in length, 8 feet wide and 18 inches deep.

Pettlement increased rapidly begihning with 1870 ; stock raising was
the leading industry until the severa winter of 188l-1882 when so many

herds perished,
Irrigation was 096pd opening the way to wealth; the railroad was
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getting nearer and nearer, Yakima valley has ste edlly progressed and

is now
recognized as one of the most productive regions of the state
[ 3

ather Wilbur agsisted in @ stablishing the first Sunday school in

the valley in 1869, It was in the home of William “land, a Methodist

and ~
bls wife, Sarah. The 1ittle log-cabin has long since en torn down

but the influence of that little school on the
be estimated,

In 1870 ¥r, g
n . nd MI'S. EIISha T&nner and their daughter, 1106’ e
fran Forest c"::'ove, Oregon, to the “htanum, The Tanners had crossed the

“htanum can scarcely

plains in thefarties. Alice brought with her a melodeon which was the
first in the valleye he children of the Sunday school which met in
the Yanner home were delighted with ite. ‘his melodeon is still in the
possession of descendants of the Tanner family.

In 1873 the “htanum“ongregational church grew out of this 1little Sundgy
schoole # mchool house was built and both church and Sunday school
met there. In 1884 the Ahtanum church was built, Woodcock academy
was founded tlrough the influence of this church,

‘e Congregational church of Union Gap grew into the First Uongregationa
church of Yakima &s i t was started in 1879 and moved in 1885,

In November 1875 Pisters of Providence opened & school at Yakima
Citye ®ister Y1andina of the Angels wa: appointed superiar and Sisters
Dorothea and Mary Melanie wére her companions. '.*'heymme from Vancouver
via Portland to fhe Dalles, 'fhey ferried over to “rand Dalles, taking
the stage to “oldendale, 4t Centerville, ten miles from Goldendttle,
they stopped at the home of John Kenny, & religious man who h ad fitted
up one room in his house as a chapel where the clergy held mass and
the sacrament was admlinis tered.

Mr. Kenny ins isted that he bring the three sisters to their dest-

inati on. “he caiveyance wag a heavy wagon, drawn by four horses and

it took four days to male the trip.
During the first year of their school, none pupils were enrolled,
(Copy) Fram this first school St J:;seph's academy had grown to 1lts



present size,

.he first county superintendent of schools, ~earge W, Parrish, made
the following entry in hils record book: "I was appointed school
supperintendemt Dby the county commissi oners the first Monday in
February, 1868 I had not predecessor, cmsequently no records nor

precedent in the comty by which to acte "
“he annusl report of the superintendent of 1868 wa:= as follows:

The county was divided into six districts, five of whi ch have or;anized
am reported, the number of scholars is 116, School funds in the
treasurey are ¥477,.86.* here are no school houses ar libraries but it
is hoped there will be,"

:he first flag in the valley was used in a fouwrth of July celebration
in 1872, It wasmade of s81ilk ribbons and had 38 states. *he ribbon
was furnished by L’eorge Goociwin, plonecer merchant who had a general
store in Yakima City. He was the son of Dr, ~oodwin, the very first
doctor to settle in the Yakima valley. liprs. Ruth Lewis made the flag,

4 not :ble gathering took place June 30, 1918 at the farm of ¥Wallace

“i1ley near lazn_a}ico. ‘he place is known as Kam-ia-kin's gardens and
thousands of people, wvhites and Indians , gathered to honor the chief
vhose early agricultural enterprise brough! the first irrigation
98¢ ditch into the wmlleye.

With imposing ceremonies an iron post was driven to commemorate this
di tch. “ddresses were made by “en. Hazard Stevens, frof. E.S. Meany
of the state university and a mumber of locul residents, among them
Wgllace "iley,

fhe old Catholic mission on the Ahtsnum ranks first in historical
assoclations in thevalley. t:e little adobe hut first erected there
was the abode o the !ir st white men to establish residence in the
vslleye Ny tract remains of that humble shrine, where religious

instruction was first given the savages. ‘he church erected later by



Jesuits garks the spok of the f irst missione

In the shade of locust ami black wiliow, stands the little log
cabin vhere the three priests lived, The church is a few feet farther
one It was built of huge pine logs, excellently perserved. "Lhe pulpit
the ch olr loft, reachsl by a ladder, of fer mute evidence of the zealous
untiring efforts of those early-day missionaries,

Thpough their o0ld sarden, past the bulldings, canbse seen their
d itche It 1s said that they s tarted the apple industry in the Yakima
valley. Pome of the trees are standing not far from the church,

Along the highway in front of the mission, & granite monument was

erected as a memorial,

St Josep 's Missione founded Oct. 1847,

By Oblate fathers R?L?:hard, “hirouse, Pandosy and Dlanchetts
“unned 1855, He.,built by Fr. 5sT. Onge 1867,

Memorial by Yakima Plonser asscciation, July 1, 1923,



Noe 5 “estward the :ourse of Empire. . #ugusta Hastland, Fram
Lo1ld by the Piomsers. Index. Unpublished materials
:he fi rst step in the building of th Yest as we see 1t today

" was taken by their heroic and perserving men and women, who, severing
all ties, turned their eyes to far western horizons and never
looked backe

We reap vhere they sowed. “e ride luxuriously over the old wagon
trails, our eyes beholding the waving grain, the fruitful trees, the

@ ttle on a thousand hills," Linking oceman with ocean,they pushed
the boundaries of civiliation ever westward,

lradgerss and trappers , missionaries, soldiers, miners, all came,
tarried awhile, then, their mission accomplished, departed f or new
fields of adventure, service or wealth, each according to his
desire. O ly & hanful remained to takeroot. 4he true settler came
with his wife and children, his household goods, his rifle and his
plowe

Many of these first immigrants left a country where vacant land
surrounded them, where carn and other grains grew in abundance. One
of the women wrote in her diary."The western part of Iowa territory
contained no white inhabitants. Dotted over the prairies we saw only
the wigwams of the Iydians, :here was an gbundance of wild fowl.;

They turred their backs on comfort and plentye. ‘hey exchanged the
known far the unknown, civiliation for the wilderness. Y'hy?

Have you ever saw under the spell of & traveler returned from
lands afar; listened enthralled to his tales of adventure, his
glowing descriptions?

Let us turn back the pages of history one hundr d years. *he
atposts of civilizgtion had regched the lands on the western shores
of the liississippi river. ihe Missouri was being navigated far into
thewllds,

Vown its muddy current swept fur-laden argosies, bearing the wealth



of forest anmd stream.

Just &s Homer held his l1isteners spellbound with tales of 1fs8e
beyond the borders of tleir marrow confines above the Agean bea, 8o
those returning voyageurs thrilled the frontier dwellers of a century
820

Beside the ir glowing fires during long winter evenirgs, busy with
interminable tasks so symbolic of frontier life, thesc sturdy sons
and daughters of other pioneers discussed the marvelous tales which
reached themf ran Opregon. Neighbor cmf.erred with neibhbor, interest
and enthusiasm grew until they reached the highe st pitch.

It w3 not so much expansion of territory which they craved. Rather
they sought new experiences and greater opportunities in a land whers
’climate, scenery and productive ease lured them on. *‘he opening of
& new empire made its proflound and everlasting appeal. *he green hills
of Oregon beckoned, ®mall wander that the Yest was congusered when the
vangusard of its civilizationwas composed of such zealous s courageous
determined men and women, the ox-team pioneers,

*he 1dea of colonizing Opegon originated in 1815 with Hall J.
Kelley, a “arvard graduate., His idea was mare Utopian than practical,
He tried to enlist Congress in his plans; failing in this he organized
a company ard in 1828 was ready to blaze a trail to settlement in
Oregon,

Yearing an end go the prosperous fur industry, thetraders vigorously
opposed the plan. Kelley, like C, ristopher Columbus, disappointed
yet determined to succeed, abandomed his first plan, changing his
route from the trails across the plains to more roundai:out Waye

In 1832 a small party in command of Kelley set out through
Mexico ard “alifornia with Oregon as the ir destination. “hey met
Ewing Young, & more practical man than Xelley, He decided to throw
in his lot with these adventurous spirits so the dreamer and the
shrewd Yankee led the little company toward the great river of the



Northwest,

Many disasters overtook them; their ranks were reduced, but eleven
men arrived in the Columbia valley. His health affected by all these
hardships, felley was unable to participate in the successwhich crowned
teir effartse 4o went to Ft Yancouver where he was kindly treated by
Dr, McLoughline

Beeing the wonderful possibilities the country of fered to the stockman,
young established himself in the Chehalem valley. He led a party to
California in 1837, returning with 700 cattle. Other members of the
party settled in Oregon but Kelley returned to New England, taking
another roundgbout roup by way of the Sandwich Islanmis. His tales of th
country west o the Rjcky mouhtains fired the ambitious home seeker.
Kelley;s nsme belongs with thos of the great leaders; his untiring
zeal opened the way far the great westward movement which was to begin
a8 few years later,

"Two~stepping, single-footiny, hard -boiled and essy shooting,

‘ Out c02® they came from Liberty, out across the plains, whips
cracking, oaths snappingeecee

“ear thee banjos Waile=e-=we

Emigrating westward on the Opegon trail."
Different enterprises were on foot during the next few years,
each one contributing in a small measure to Oregon setilement,

The Hudson's Bay Fipr Uompany mace it difficult far “merican
settlers to secure a foothold. No less determined than their fore-
bearers who raised the stars and stripes over all the land east
of the Mississippi, from “ew Opleans to the Ureat lmkes, this hand-
ffulf of bold determl ed red-blooded home seekers defied the
British lion.

#t Fg, Vancouver, Dr. McLoughlin, though refushing their requests,

was forced to admire their independence. #sking two of them one day far

the Ir passports, he was hardly prepar d fa the answer which was given



with hands on thetr rifles,"These are our passports,"

Dre McLoughlin was an “merican at heart, even then; later
he became & true Americam,

I_ 1843 the Provisional Gg ernment was instituted, but the
coversed wagons were already enering Oregon territory to:

"Free lamd in Oregon

Thtugh the prairie gale,
“migrating westward on the
Free lamd trail,

Ihe fir st emigrant tr;in to pass through Yakima' country was band for
Puget Sound in 1853. One of the ls aders was James Longmire,wha e
son, David, then a boy of 9(%?) later settled in the VWenas valleye
Much wluable inf mmation was impaerted to Détldd ear lier historians
oy Mre Longmire conce rning that historic immigratione.

Mention is &lso made in Ezra Meeker's "Pimmeer & eminiscences"
which contains a le tter written by George H. Himes, & member of the
party who was ten years old at the time of t he lmmigration. Every
ward of t his letter which was written 52 years later, should be read
in order to fully appreciats the spirit of weatern lmmigration, an

epoch of “merican his tory never to be repeated, never equalled in
heroism ard self-sacrifice.

I* the Washington His torical Quarterly of January 1917 , there 1s &n
account of this immigration including the names of the members of the
party. There wer e tw ssctions of the train, one of 146 persons with 36
wagon s, the other 39 persons.

In the Grande Ronde valley of “astern Oregon, they hadmet Nelson
surgent who had journeyed fram Puget Sound tomeet his father. He
spoke in such glowing terms of that marvelous country that near ly all
of the party decided to follow him across the Cascades through the
Yakima valley., He had heard that & wagon road had bsen constructed
through the Naches pass so &s to induce settlers to come that waye.



‘hey were to find that the report had no foundation, that the

road had to ve constusted foot by foot. lhey were to find the last lap
of their journey mor eperilous and heart-breaking than any part of the
long trailes Byt theymet this s tupendous difficulty with the same iron
determination wHch had sharacterized every step of the waye.

“t the present site of Pendleton, Oregon, the party tumed narth,
lhey reached old Fort “alla “alla n6@ now Wallula, on the Columbia,
Not finding & boat, they jmde one by whipsawing driftwood and
ferried their wagons acrws, hiring I dians to swimg their stocke.
They weare then entirely off the beaten trail and gravely comscious of
the facte

lhey reached the mouth of the Yakima where the old chief, Peo=
peo=mox-mox killed a fat beef for them., Peo-peo =-mox-mox was the
same Indian who fif'ty years before had helped Ka-mi-s=kin and his
mothe when they fled fran the Nez Perce back to the land of her
people.

%‘he chief's brother was hired for guide and the long train
rolled up the east bank of the Yakima, followed by hundreds of Indians,
Never before had they seen a wagon. Wa-tum-nah had prophesized “that
white men will came with cances on wheels drawn by baffaloes,"

By the time they md traveled ten miles they had crossed the
river eight times, 4t the second crossing they buried ons of the
par ty, & man named McCullough who left his widow amd two children, the
youngest having been born on the trail, His was the anly death along
the whole route,

“t the Horn, & place vhere the Yakima river makes a sharp bend
at the point of a mountain they turned north and camped at a place
later known as the E.F, Benson ranch, just bd ow the Rattlesnake
spring, later to became the scene of the ha rible tragedy of 1878. It
was a desolate region. It is today. ‘heyears miles and miles of sage b
brush inhabited only by coyotes and rattlesnakes,
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Eagles sail far up in the blue just as on the day when XKi-ki-yah
rode the sorrel horse in therace and crossed the Columbla to
escape his pursuerse.

The Indian guide, seeing tieir bewidderment in this strange land,
marked two trails am paper. One led narth, the other west. He dotted
the end of each trail far soldiers and made dots along thewy for
campse There w re fewer camps & long the nor thern trail so they traveled
north until they came to the long line of white blufIs where the town
€ White Bluffs now stands. *hey decided against the perpendicular
heights amd returmd to t heir camp at Rattlesnake Spring. There
they tum ed west to the present Cold Creek, now the alfalfa district
and dot ted with artesian wells., They crossed over to Selah through
sageorush often high as the covered wagons. 4t times they had to
cut their way through. At Selah they crossed the river, There they saw
the first white man, a “Yatholic priest. They followed Yenas creek
for awhile, crossed the laches river amd on up the valley, crossing
the river 68 times.

At the summit they rested before perfarming the feat which two weeks
before arrival o this brave and hardy band, ILisut. Ueorge B. McClellan
a West Point man and an engineer, had declared mpossible. W ith
maney ardmen at his comuand he took mot one step in behalf of these
homeseekers, weary and worn after many months of hardship ohong
the trail,

But they were equal to it, even killing oxen to get hides to make
ropes to lower the wagons down the perpendicular mountain sides.

They made log bridges, forded r ivers,crossed f oot=-bots, trudged on
tr ough mud, cold and hungry, réady to drop from weariness,
“ne irncident of t hat perilous descent here felated in full

is taken from Yzra Meaker's "pionee ' Reminiscences. (Excerpt covers
- (2]

page and one-half,)
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fhis immigracion of 1853 wh.ch 1s one of the ou$ssanding events
in the hist ory of the Yakima valley is commemorated by a granite
monument erected by the Yakima Plone er associstion. It commands a
view of the beautiful Wenas valley and is inscribed as follows:
Chief Owhi's Yardens. First Emigrant Train, “ept. 20, 1853 .
McClellan s headquarters. Yakima Ploneer “s_sociation. “Yept. 20, 1917,
Sharing honors in this inscription is ths important survey which was
being made under comrand of George B, McClellan, afterwards c&namander
In chief of the army of the Potomac.

In 1853 Isaac Stevans was &ppointed governar for “ashington lerritory
Peing palitically ambitious, aman of ability and power, he at once made
plans far settlement of t he vast &erritory, "Iwo things are necessary,"
e declared, "i® must build a railroad and make treaties with the
Indianse"

Demonst;ating his usual energy without waiting until he had looked
owr the fbld a little, he started westward with his party of
agineers, exp.orirg the route fran the Mississippd and mnking treaties
along the waye.

He gent Lieut. McClellan by way of Panama to begin explorati an
from the coast, In later years thewhole course then outlined ovecame
the Northern Paciflc route,

Aggociated with the year 1853 is ths remarkable trip on horseback
made by Theodore Winthrop, an officer in the U.S. army, later losing
his 1ife in the Civil "arleses.

®ix years had mssed since the 'hitman massacre. ® crisis was
fast approaching and the Yakima val ey was destined to becane the
scene of many tragedies. The prophecy of Wa-tum-nah was about to be
fulfilled, when the son of ¥i-Ki=-yah and Ka=e~mox-ninth would lead the

Yakimas in their last stand sgainst the whites,
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Fron -pony Express to Fleet-of Trucks: vyers Bridges, the Gap,
Thite “~almon served oy sane ran for forty years. 5y
Gertrude Wyers as told to “harles Perrine, From, Told by Pionecis
index,unp blished ma terial, ' ¥

by ;Tuly of 1934.vfhen tlemail routes are ance more bid upon

amd contracted fraa the goverrment, Teunis Wyers, Jr., my father,

will have carried the mall fram the town o Waite Salmon to the

o tlying dlstricts for forty yearss Thay i a long time tof aithfully

serve Uncle Pam, regardless of wind oar weather, man ar boaste

Tho sehedule includes as it did then and has for years, Husum, ‘rout

lalm , ®lenwood an bnoden,This covera particularly the vhole of the

"hite Salmon val loy which begirs at the Columbia river and extends
i{gruduaily northwvard to the base of the snow cappe: 1t o, Adams,

You have doublless bcen thirlled before by the tales of the

herces of t he Pony Ixpross, how theyr ode feurlessly and alome to

bring mail to its appdinted destination., this enteprise had its

beginziing, in such a f eshiione iy 1894 when Teunis lyers was but a

lad of eighteen years, he mrried the mail m haseback £from Wnite

Salmon to tie town of Glenwood, a distance of thirty«~five niles,

tireo times a weeok. “nd, 1t is sald that he never missed a daye.

The vhole of his equipment then was three cayuses. “ne he secured
fer breaking two wild colts, one he traded a pyg for and the third he
purc?m sed for eight dollars,

Soon the valley began to shed it frantier aspect. Others had
learned of the fertile soil and likewise camme west, to t ry
the iy 7artune inapples, lumbering and stock raising, lly father soon
had to d¥ card-hias lone steed and suhstitute a buckboard ri-g for about
rour @ five months during te sunm er ani the hack with two horses
and sleds during the fall and winter, in 1902, Incidentally in that
same year of 1902 he married Olga lauterbacl, wvho 1s still beside
hime



This now arrangerient in trhnsl;orta-;ibn was & saving f.ln time
as wellas an improvement in eéuip.-aent, gvirg rise to a daily
gorvice of goodssT heso light rigs swung easily over the ribboen
of road and the horses lmouling woll their work nced, needed only
the crack of a whip or a word of encow agement to leep themgo;ng-;
undor such circusstonces I wuldn't wondor that 'iaany*é passenger thought
hio day had conee

Mwaye abreast, porhaps a bit ahead of the times, f ather next
thought 1t wise to inaugurate the uso of thorough braco stages, often
lmowmn a8 thoe Roeclaway cocaches, dravn by four horses. I'or dellvery of
very heavy freight six horsc teams werc mnecessary. ‘hese old coaches
which have since become romantically pictured to us wer: sold later to
movie people for use in western holdup scencs ard rodoéa-.

Dy 191012 the climax had been r eachec s Yuring these years

my father hal as high as a hundred had of horeses in the harness for
mil anmi livery purposes. lie almays bought wild horees , broke them
on the stage linesand of ten sold them again when tqued for others
often making @ sigeable rofii far his offorts, Besides improving
his businees he enjoyed matcaing teams amd nating uiic; steods he
gecured here andtherc, 'fhis does not mean, however, that he never used
harses again, evon today it 18 of ten & necessary moasure .

Shortly before the war , with t:e arrival of motorepropelled
cars, father fourd that immroved roads ani the inecreased mail and
freilght requircd the use of a Ford, But poor Ford didn't last long
either far it was_'t lorg unt 1 the business expanded again, requiring
the use of heaviler trucks and deliverywagons, Up andup stocked
equipment. 5}7 gbout 1926-27 father operated five big regular
stuges, a half dozen delivery wagons and eXktras for use in case o a
breakdown and four schooul bDusses. ..

When heavy snows foll , a comnion cecurrence in these mountainous

regions, the motor vehiele hece== -—-vasg, ‘e mall goes on re.ardless



¥ insure the gafety of his carge, facher has kept his
horges amd distributes them on hils wirious mou.tes, making sure
therc are plenty at both emds of the route amd at the alf wmy
pointa. He owns a beautliful ranch at (3lmor Flat, located midway between
Mite Salmon e “lenwood, for e xample and here tlhe Ariver atops
is met by a driver from the opposite ond of the roure, chan os ‘
horses, relocades his cargo aml veturns to his starting pointe

This entails the employment of a host of effieciont mon who are
capable of coping with such emergencies and a loyal lot they are. He
has among his crew men vhoha © sevefdd him for twentyefive years.

Consider what a difference these chan oz have made to the
farmer living within the r@A® area fa the: serves, feoers ago
that farmer w 1ld write to a Portland firm, the nearestlarge city
far a neadod article. Yronm rYortland it would be sent up the
Columbia r iver by boat to Fhite Salmon, a lom_;, slow prbcésa. tisre
it would bepicked up amnd carried out to his farme

In the days of service three times @ wek consider how long

1t would be from tho t1 e hé wrote forthe matorial anl
the time it f£inally reachod hime Hew, if the I amer:s wife
neods @ new dross to wear to a dance, the may telephone tle
Phite Salmon shop, which may in tum telephone to a Fortland
firm for the wanted dress. Shipment ismde by train to ¥hite
“almon, the North bank branch of the Spokane, PO:tland and
Scattle Rallway was p t through south western "ashington only twenty
five years ago, and father will sec that it is delivered by
state that af ternoone .

Though father lms adopted motor equipment he still loves
to ride a saddle horse and every now and then gilves it a work
outJather 's one out standirg characteristic is a huge hat he
wears, ono of those ten gallon hats identified with tho wosnt., Lven



when he-went abroad wth hia brother, John, to viglt his”
birthplace, Holland, he rofused to wear anmy other lreadegear, saying
ho intended tobe himself wherever he went,
0f course ho can 8plin many @ yarn about his exporiences
covering the couniry on harsebacke %o aone old-timer Iriemd
ho need only say? Do you romember the time,” and thore ‘thoy
89+ 1% 19 by no means am over statament of the fact to say
that he lmows the life his tory of every man, woman and child
in thevalley, far he is an old-timer himself,
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- Snoking; h s pipé , en old man droamed in his easy chaire #bove
his head hoes hum drowisly-among the lLocust blossoms, Past hilas
doar roll "aiyy trucks laden wW th nreduce from fertile farns
in the Yolumbla valley, “reins thunder across the bridge which spars
the nighty river,

‘he old man sees naught but grasing lamis streéching away to

far horigons vhere bards of cattle and horces roam at will, hoars
only the murmer cof tho wind in the waving bunch grass,

"Back in the :hills,f" he suid, tap ing his ﬁipe againstthe
chair 10{;,"%?19:'0:9 wh;x'e a few ranch houses miles apart;down
here therenwaan't a fonce nor a tree. fvery spring we had f big
roundups a1l over the country, “ofare the railrocads came the:ro
were big drives of catitle ard ha sece=sonotimea to the

coagt or to Pritish Columbia

... "Horses were driven as far east at St Louis in bands of a

éﬂau"mw or more. "e hal sam® mighty good riders in thwe days,
end sauno na'ses that no rider could brealy, lip rodeo can coupalre
with evoryday 1life on the range when this country was new; horses
bucking, riders- whooping like Inc'tiana} ruping, throwings but the
gpring round=up was the real test «f horsemanships

"The big corral vhe o we held the horses until they weroc shipped

down the river on the north side, ahout Lialfway betw.en "allula

ard Umatilla.

"Uno epring a rider we'll call 'Joe' " saild the old man, his
oyos twinkRing, was out ore day and saw a small band of hors es
feeding about half a mile distant on & 'ittle rise not far from
the Columbia ‘river. <o followed & litile draw at the foot of the
8l pe and circied around back of the v and, le had covered probably
two-thirds of the distance vhen the horse nearest him suddenly threw



