Navigation,.Priest Hapids..Columbia,

1859, .
From the mouth of the Des chutes to olfl Fort Walla walla, small
mailing craft plying,

From the Yes Chutes, navigation is hal to thefoot of Prie t Rapids
Priest's Rapids about eighty miles above old Walla'Walla and it is
thought by many that steamers can soon stem t le se rapids and ascend
even to the Kettls falls at Fort Colville,.

‘heestimated distance from Dbs “hutes to tte mouth of Fort
Wialla Yalla a distance of 119 miles has I®en navigated for the
la st three years by small sailing craft of from 25 to 60 tons. from
“arch to Novemher the 'els a strong wiml blowingup the Colmmbia almost
edaily and from 'ovember to March thewind blows down stream
S0 tha salling vessles with their cargoes taking advantage of the up wh
winds navigate the river to old Walla %alla without difficult and dis.
charging their cargoes descend the river with the current,.

But at times it so occurs that the winds give out at the f oot of
same of'the rapids amnl the boatmen are of te compelled to await
a favorable wind thus rendering the nagivation a 1little uncertain
as regards time; and 1n o der to overcome this difficulty it was
decided totest the navigation ot the r iver by steam. So in the month o f

October, 1858 the §b@adedd a small steamer, *he “olonel Wright, was
launched at the D:s Chutes to run to old Walls “alla, ‘his
experriment to navigate the upper columbia both by sal ing craft and
steam vessels is due the energy of Captain Thomas Jordan U.S.
drmy and Vre R.R., Thompsm, one o the sterling ard engerprising
us iness fne-n_of the west Whodetermined to put on the
first line d sail vessels to supply thewants of the new military post
at Wglla Walla,

The principal rapids in trip : Five Mil e rapids, five miles from

the Des Chutes, John Yay fapids, just below mouth of John Yay river, Gna



Indian Rapids three m les above the mouth of John Day s

river; Squally rapids, eight miles above the mouth of the Jjhn

Day, Rock Rapids, below the mouth of Rock COOB creek, Canod Bapadas
Encampment rapids, six miles above Castle rock and the Umatilla rapids

at the mouth of the 'matilla river,

Senate . 35th congress 2d session e x doc no. 32, uright's topographic

ren r L,



bastern Washington, Indian names, (Place names,)

Col. Wright's campa ign, topographical megioir, .page 12

*+W6 struck the “oukannon, (11 miles from Heeq creek)
albove its junction with the “nake river, finding an excellent wagon
road.,

Te Toukannon rises in the prairie hills and f lowing west a d
n orthwest through a prairie valley half amile wide and
bounded by prairie hills discharges itself in the Snake
river three miles above the mouth of t he Pelouse,

It receives one tributary fran the east-nartheast called by
the Nez Perce the Pah-tah-hat. *he Toukannon, as also tke “ouchet

is an I dian name, ..



Suspician, animosity, hatreq,’fighting among yourselves, will eventually
d: stroy ybu as a people., You are a good people. Thers isn't é finer;gréup :
of people in the TS than the Yakimas. These are tilmes you need to s tand

together. You need to stand together to protect your own resources. .

@

P otect your water and land because your land and vater are your future.,"
"As of the plan, I think it 1s a reasonably good plan, a plan you can
~acg ept without fear. I hope you will give it your.considerateion so that
we can get the money ou@_to the people." |

" Zoth Foster and LeCrone urged pleasant reception for Emmons. Foster
sald "traditionally you have been hospitable pesople el ) g0 daoaat

Touched on Ahtanum watey suit. Followed it closely and that area offiice
had provided “ersoﬁell and deata up to prescnt time. Govt. has acgquired
one of most capable attorneys onwater rights cases, Veeder. and felt k=
verdict,; if ever, will be favorable. Ilot only important to the Yakimas but
has much beuring on pending suits . throghout the S,

Projects which Yakimas could sponsor: White Swan irrigation project and
jiabton flood control project, Going to take enthusiasm and action on your
part. You have no more valuable asset than your water. Value of land
predicéted on water. To your advantage to get the ball rolling and get some-
aciion started,

Ft. Hall gfazing progzram: Your open range has low carrying capacity
because of poor quélity of grass oﬁ_2-300,000 acres, You could rsseed and
‘increase the carrying capacity many times over. Ft. Hall Agency eXpresses
is using crescent crested wheat'grass ard intermediate wheat grass and
getting excellent results. You people should ;et‘equal results, Cattlemeh
and councilmen ought to investigate fhe program. We're all interegsted in

the natural resources that haven't been dévelopcd. Good things cost in money

and effort. When you look to the future you will see that you will make money
in the long run. § ' = i



Rlickitat- f#ish conservation project. He is hot for this one too.
Fish ladders havVe been built as far as the boundaries of the - reservation
to ;ermitAfish to come up the‘Klickitat a ladder is needed at Lastiie Falls.
It's even more important sinde Celilo is u inundated. There aren't any '
fish there to amount to anything. Don't know how much it would imprpve the
run. Comnon sense would say it widl increase fish and meén much to the
Indians. |

LeCrone: This is special meeting for two reasoﬁs{ (1) we have plaq
3 sent out by the washin;ton ofiice with the recommendation for your very
ca eful consideration. (2) expecting very special guest who will core to
the Yakima reservation to talk to-t e Yakima people at this Yakima Long=-
house for the first'time. Emmons is now on his way and will be here tomorrow
to greet you personally. I know you will want to make him feel at‘hone and
gave him good time. Introduce Foster: He 1s a heart as big as a melon.
Lof of ‘wisdom. : :

Other dignitaries: Paul Heibell, tribal claims attorney; Ma James
B. Hovis, associate attormey; Clyde Bussey, asst. area diréctor ih chaf¢e
“of tribal program and Hepé-étron;heart, California, coutesy card in Yakima

tribe. Advisor to movies about Indians. Introduce 1fillie too.
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Forts. Frt Taylor
Lopographical eMemoir, Col. Wright's campaign.
Page 12..

e .Finding the crossing at the mouth & the Toukannon good, wood
and grass in a bundancs am its banks,my prefsrence was given to it
which :aptain Keyes the next day,upon a personal examinati on con=
firmed and which he selected as the site of "Fort Taylar' so
called in honor o the lamented Captain Yaylor who fell in bte},-toe;s
battle of May 17, 1858,

The canmand resting in camp am the banks of the Toukannon during
the morning of the 1llth when & more detailed re connalssance wasmade of
the ground below and & good wagon road opened dowm the Toukannon to
its mouth,under the general dire ction of Lieutenants Morgan and Kip
srd artillery andevery preparation made to commence our work on the Snake
river.

The command move to thebanks of the ®nake river on theafternocn of
the 11lth where they r emained engaped in huilding o*ort Taylor
and awaiting supplies andreinforcements ntil the morning of ths 27the.
fhe work was built of the basaltic rock formed on the banks of the
river with hexagonal bastions of alder at the two diagonal corners
and umder the directio of Major Wyse, 3d artiliery,who with his
canpany worked assiduously till it was completed. He was assisted
fromtine to time by detachment of the other campanies d ¢t 3d
artillery working under charge of the company officers of that regiment
nlt was sufficiently large to b e garrisoned by one company , and to
c ontain all the s tores left by our command,
The valley of the Toukannon at its mouth is half a mile wide and
bounded by the high basaltic bluffs that we ramed ‘aylor and
Gastin the one to the west being called Taylor.The ®nake

river at the point 1s 275 yards wide...



ooWhille camping here we were enabled to determine gquite
accurately the position of wort “aylor ami, by direction
of Colonel "right we laid out a reservation of 640 acres up the valley

of the Toukannonwhich the accompanying plan will illustrate



Palouse... “hief. 1858,.

Col. Wright's memoir
«.f8 T reported in my communication of yesterday the capture of 800
horses on the 8th instant I have now to add thatt his large
band of hor ses composéd the entire wealth of the Pelouse chief,
Tilco-ax."v"his man has ever been hostile; forthe last two years
he has been constantly sending hisyoung men into the Walla
Walla valley ard stealing horses and cattle fram tie settlers and fram
the governmente .
He boldly acknowle ged these facts when he met Col. S teptoe
in May last. fletributive jastice has not overtaken him; the blow has

heensevere but well merited.,.

bamp on Spokane river W,T. 16 miles above the falls: Sept. 10,

1@58..-

«oHeadquarters, Camp at the Cpeur d'Ajene Mission W.T. Sept 15,
18583

The hostile Spokanes have, many of them, gome beyond the
mountains and will not return this winter. The Pelouses with
their chiefs Kamiaken and Til-co-ax are not far off but it is doubte
ful whether they will voluntarily come in., If they do not T

shall pursue them as soon as I can s ettle with the Coeur d'Ajenes,

(Wrigh’c's re turn trip, 1858...
(Far northe.) We were met on the road todsy by ec! ly~ot=se, a chief of
a band of friendly Pelouse Indians who with two of his men accormpanied

ws to our campe



Pelouse,.Indian policye..
Topographical memoirs; Page 40,,( WRi W)

dmong the runners tha then coursed over the country was a small
band of Indiars living on the border ami banks of *nake river
and ¢ alled the Peglouse, a tribe i'ormed of the renegades of each
and e very tribe. 1he;f enjoy a most unenviable reputation
for lying and thieving=--their best traits-- With such men for news-
mongers and such men for coancillors it is not surprising to know that
t hey were misled and misinfarmed regarding thetrue character of the
late war and the causes for which it was waged.
They had mentold its primary and mrincipal object wa: for the
extermination of the Indian amd to put the whibe man in possession
of his women, his wives and his lands,his all,
The spark of var is thus fanned into flame ard in a ddition
to the natural instinct and feeling of hostility that the v ed men in
all regions and times bears for the white man these men felt new
causes amd ® W reasons urging and impelling them to war; aml they
n ow awaited only a facoravle occasion to givevent to their pent up
feelings.
Regarding himself as the rightful possessor o the soil, he had det-
ermined not tobe dispossed of it without an equivalent. SO the war feel=-
ing of 1855 was not ended in 1858, Many may join issue but
let them remember that at the end of the winter campaign of 91886
1IBOVO 1856 there wa a mutual withdrawing of troops and Indiansfrom
the field.
In 1857 no troops were sent into the field. f‘he emigrant routes were all
blocked up in consequence of difficulties in the interior amd thus no pa
passage of persons was had throgh the Indian country. *he commend under
Yol. Steptoe then had entered the country in 1858 wa the first
military force tha t tried the field since the apparent

cessation of hostilities,.



But they entered with no hostile i tention; oh the contrary

Uol. Steptoe the warm friend of the Iudian had started with a view

of adjusting amicably all the dif ferences that existed among the
Indians amd whites that then had place at Fort Colville; to

punish those who had run off cattle from Walla iglla, and at the same
time to praduc: a moral e f'fect upon the I, dian tribes by moving a
military column through the country amd give his men at the s me

time a field experience and henc the march.

Btt he knew not, nor wa prepared for the development of the

temper of the Indis that at that time reigned. #n immense hidden magazine
1l ay ready t o be sprung for his destruction armd hisa rrival was to be the
torch that shoild be qapplied for its explosion. The Indians had
determined upon the massacre of his par ty, ifp possible

and made their arrangements accordingly. The Pelouse had not

veen idle during L e whole of this time, but continued the

circulation of false reports and hisa rrival but confirmed and
verified their predictions. , and 1lBes now became in the eyes

of the hdROMOALBfABHOAAEDd0hd Coeur d'Alenes truths of the

first magnitude.xm.



Palouses. Hapging..

Yol. Wright's Lopographical Memoir, 1858,.
«.8nd on regching the Lahtoo,...
We remained in camp on the 2880 23rd

to hold conversations with the Cosur d'Alenes, Spokanes and a few Pelouses
who had come in with them. ! hese men were under Yincent Garry Potlatken
Big Star Skolhalt amd a few other of trneir principal chiefs.

It was on this day that Owhi, a Yakima chief came into our
camp ad who being made prisoner, at a later day in the campaign
while a ttempting to 8scape was shot near the Trucamon écop )
river.

His son Traltian and & number of Pelouses at this same camp

expiated their many crimes upon a gallows erected for the purpose

ﬁ@...‘ihe Coeur d'Alenes and ®pokanes having besen @d O now subdued
ard tlr’l-e Pelouse having scattered andfled to t he mountains we had
n ught to dobtut to zather the small fragments of the Pelouse
that live a long the Snpaker iver a nd impose upon them such

conditions as their crimes merited.

eereturn tripe Yol. ¥ right,.
Travellling eighteen miles we camped on the Pelouss about
eight miles above our camp of the 27th of “ugust finding good grass,
woodand water,
Hore wemet a large delsgation dthe Pelouse with whom the colonel
had a talk and having hung a fewof t e ringleaders in the late
difficulties aml taken a number of hostages he allowed the remainder

to return to their peonle.



Place Names,.language , .Wright campaign. Palouse,.

Return trip,1858,.

Whi®hO forms a second lake which empties into the
liyosomen creek. +his lake lies in a deep rocky bed with vertical
asalt walls and lined on either side with scattering pine trees,

..uaining the prairie the trdl became broad and well
beaten..throuvgh whichflows a small stream on its borders by fringes of
willowse.

‘his stream the “pokane call the Scho~scho-u-seep and the

Pelouse the #cqua-aye-seep. It flows to the south amd joins
the waters of the Pelous@ee.

Wpight's return tripe.
we had today a distinct view of the “e-fmpt-tée -ta
butte which rearing its blue peakfar RE0U sbove the prairie hills
around make it the prominent landmark of the countrye...
«.the Oray-tay-ouse of the Ppokanes is the Weh -rum of t he Pelouse.,..
and I would here remark that in travelling in this region
much confusion often arises in giving names to streams
and localitiesin terms of the language only 8pdRAd spoken by the
guides of exploring or surveying parties and as an instgnce of this
we wlll take the stream marksd on our maps and known among us as the
Pelouse,
this stream is not so called by any tribe or band of Indians in
the countrye By the Pelouse Indians the Pnake river as it flows
throvgh their ountry is called the Negoeuoacaimedosvdonsdbh
£1 §480ERAGARA O RE0 8A1Ia 0ARAOA0A CAUADATA S04 BA08LAEH 0dbE 03 pAKE 0B HRR

0Hdgdd Pelouse river; as it flows through the Ne Perces gfuntry it is



called the Nez Perce river and as it flows through the Snake
Indian country 1t is called the Snake river. T us we see one and the
same stream calledvy three separate amd distinct names acco ding
to the avnership of t he country through which it flows.,
So also the butte called by “overnar Stevens on his maps and in
his repar ts the Pyramid butte, is by the ®pokanes and Coeur dAlenes
called the Se~emp-tee-tg and by the Pelouses and Nez Perces
the E~o-mosh-toss butte,
®0 the stream upon which wehad encamped the 28th September is
called by the ®pokanes O-ray-tay=-ouse and by the Pelouses Wah-rum;
but higherup before it has formed a series of lakes amd 1 celved tributar-
Bs from the east and other points it bears still other and different
names,
‘*he similarity between the languages of the ez Perces and
Pelouses is such that thenames gilven to places in the one
language might benearly one armd the same as they w ould bear if given

in the other,



Nemes .o Indisn names,.place names. (Palouse country)

ee.t0 the west of this canyon of the Pelouse was a second and equally
large one known as the canon of the “heranno up vhich passes another tHo
trail leading to Fort “olu 1le aml which followed by Captain McClellan
U.S. engineers in 1853 in returning to Fort Dalles,.

Yhis stream as represented by him drains a lake which t e
Indianscall Sil-kat-koon (?) and vwhic joins the Pelouse nine miles above
the mouth of the latter. ..a number of Indlan farms at its different

points bespeak its agricultursal capacitye.

The day wa hot and dusty..on the morning of the 28th of August
we left the Pelouse and moving northward across its valley
in a quarter of a mile reached the valley of the Cow creek or

Stcap up which we travelled f or six miles,..

(Y%0l,W right's return trip..18584%

while those to the west were long spurs and ridges
from the main Pitter root or Coeur d'Alenes mountains.

«eWe pa sed o water,.but in the eaxrly spring water is
found a t the point above retferred to which is callsd by the Indians
See-lay

4nis region ismuch frequen® d by Indians in early spring far
roots of many kinds and being well sheltered with good grass wood
and water it affords them a good resting place,

Here in a small 8QGb cl mp of cottonwood trees in which ae fourd
sma!. smrings with wild onions growing near them. Hyving traveled a
distance of 15 mliles we encamped in the pines on the left bank of the
S l-say-hoo-west-tsin, where we found good :wood and water.

We weremet her®0 on the road today by ®chly-ot-se, a chief of a

band of friendly Pelouse Ijdians who with two of his men

accompanied us to campe



(Wright's return trip Top. memoirs page 72,.
0* ga ning the valley bottom of this creek (Oray-tay-ouse)

our trail turned a sharppoint of tasaltic rock. &t this place
are several Indian graves, among them that of the son of Schlot-ze the
Pelouse chief who had been our travel ing companio for t hree days,
es We had tod.y & distinct view of the “e-empt-tee-ta butte
which r earing its blue peak far above the prgirie hill around

make it t eprominent landmark of the country.
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