


Rexroth-=-Alice Chamber

Alice Chamber is and was &n inmate of the women's cell ih the city
Jail. 8he took care of Rexroth the night she was Jailed; She saié
that before court she removed her suit ceat( that is addition to her
dickie blouse) She said Rexroth was wearing a slip, brazier, underthings
and her suilt skirt. She said that she?j;olled down her slip, indicating
that it was rolled below her breasts,

While she was in jJail she first said she only had a coupge of beer,
then she said she had more and then somegmore, Chambers said., Rexroth
told her that she had planned aﬁ:;fstaying with her boyfriend in a hotel

that night but fhat she had got 800 drunk and was going home,

Chambers said she undérstood that the boy friend worked for the state
patrol.
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Rexroth=--T, Chamales, mangger of the Gommercial hotel=-

He said that Rexroth was knovn as T "dirty gertie® and wasnt liked

around the hoteles He said that his bartender had seen her pickd®¥ up different
men on differ@nt o ccasions. " He said that he kaﬁiﬁgiix had talked to

o0 men who had "wvisited" her at her ranch and reported that

he had also heard =2mamfmd of one case where three men took her on in

a car, one ~after the other. He s-;d that when he first camé to the hotel

she tried to sell him some chickens(she raises them he said) but he found

out aboub her in a hurry andsmee doesn't do any business with here She is
known as a prostitube ximemmmmi® he sald and sald that he didn't like her around
the hotel because it already had a bad name,

He was very cautious about what he saide He said that he wouddn't say
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anything definite unless his had a written gauranteekx that his hotel
wouldn't be mentioned at all. #w I asked him whether or not she had
been drinking in his hotel the night she was arrested and he said that
he would say without the guarantee. He said that the hotel had its license
suspended becﬁéée the bartender gave someone too much to drink,

I told him that if znli‘;ax anything became public that he would be

contacted in that regard.
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JERx Rexroth--Wertz, radioman at the state patrol offices.

When asked if anyone out there knew anyone by the name of Remroth, he
laughed. He said that he understood one of the men out thére had an
interest in her at one time. He 8aid that he hag hearj:i that the man
had lost the interest but understood that she#®-hadn't, He szid he
hsd never seen the woman énd indicated that he didn't want to ment ion
8ny names. ZRmemwmdx His conversssion indicated that he had an

unfavorable impression of her from what he had heard.

e
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Rexroth-- Lyle Porter~--finger,irt man in the indentification dept of pd.

Porter says %hat he fingerprinted Rexroth following her first appe-ranc
in trgil Saturday--the date of the wuestioned story. He says that to him
ghe aygpeared to have only a eoat on at the time. +@@X He said that he

heard later that she had a slip on but he said he didn't see it. She

appesred to have nothing on about the walst he said. He gaild he kept endt

looking away because he didnYt care to look. "Bhe may have had a 8lip on
but I didn't see it. All I thought she had on at the time was s coat."
I have never talkedk about the cace unt il today--Nov. 29.

e
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- K. MC GUIRE- (state parole officer for this district)

g8 went with Hobart'Bowlby to see lirs. Rexroth at police station- McGuire

3id k= this'Hopkins of AAA called him said the woman wanted 444 to put up

5all and that the AAA will not put up on'that charge so Hopkins asked McGuire

? he knew a bail bond broker-

:Guire said ahout the same as ¥m Bowlby,~-that VanHoy had warned them that

le didn't have hardly any clothes on, etc.- McGuire says he still thinks

she had'little if anything under her coat- He-asked her where her clothes

're and she said "This is all I've got with me", or words to that effect.

@ could have meant she had more in her cell, Mc said, although he took it to

an that was all she had at the jail



. McGuire-

‘uire said she hag axRxXREAXX  a fairly ghort coat, if he remenhbered
rrectly, and that she wasn't too careful to keep it arouhd Xk her, = though
t pulling at it-

uire said he met her when he first came to Yakima and was staying at &mml
bmpercial hotel- She used to hang around the bar there, he said (he called

a "bar fly" , said she hung around there and also the Donnelly)-

said she wasg "screwy"- ihi. When she applied for insurance throurhks
484 this friend of HcGuires, Hoplkins, called lcGuire and asked him if

new énything ahout her, said he heard she was running house of prostitution

wanted to know if lcGuire knew anything about it- Me said he knew nothing

t that, couldn't help him-



IVORCE- Yakima Superior Coumt lio. 8534~

ertrude L. Rexroth: vs. Virgil C.- Interlocutory decree 9-6- 46, final
0=11- 47~ R She got decree by default=- éiﬁgix cruelty-incompatibility
indings show they were married Jan. 10, 1940, in Corona, Calif., and again

1 Santa Rosa, Calif., Aug. 1, 1945- Reason for second marriage XRmx®X® some

oubt had arisen as to the validity of the first.
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HOBART BOWLBY—(?n.re REXROTH.matter} as told to ethel hough

Went to the city jail with J. K. HtcGuire at latter's request, to see
about getting kmm bail for Gertrude Rothrozk. "She is member of AAA ahd called
their office about dmRERAmRX defending her case, according to Bowlby. 4s
Add does not landle driving while drunk cases, the AAA man called his friend
fcGuire to ask him im wLat to do about getting the woman bond. McGuire, ® who
said hex knew lirs. Rothrock, had met her at Donnelly tap room, called Bowlby
and the two went to the city jail to see her. Before HcGuife and Bowlby went
ip xk®m to thg women's ward, xk®E some police officers warned them, jokingly, to
e careful because she didn't have on any clothes but a coat- Bowlby said
1@ didn't believe she had anything under her coat, unless possibly some undér—
zarment, at least as far as her waist, that she kept cluthhing at her coat to

ull it together so as not to expose herself. ¥m Bowlby and licGuire were thers



half or three-quarters of an hour,ax that she objected to his charges for g
ond, etc. He said she told them she had told "the copsi thatishe had had

two beers" Rmx before the accident., Bowlby said that would be ertough to convicf
er and Bhe should have an attorney. She tried to get Pete Tonkoff, but.he was
ot in and then she went to court without an atty. and was found guiltyx on

he lesser charge. Then she wanted her money back fron Bowlby and telephoned

im three times and he finaily told her fhot to call again, he was busy, etc., and
hat he would not give back the mongy. She said she had been'ﬁx&xixxﬁﬁ advised

nat he would have to return it. Bowlby's opinion that she was a "screwball™,
i s
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Prosser, Jan. 24-Possible hmmewwwe 0f th#t part of the P. P,

& L. system south of Union Gap by the Benton county @ REA, and of that part
of the system north of Union Gap by the city of Yakima has been discussed
with city commissioners, J. B. Whiteﬁaead said today.

Whitehead 1s manager for both the Benton REA,Zms in operation
since 1940, and the Denton P. U. D., which has begun a condamnation suit agalnst
Benton county properties of the P. P. & L. The suit is scheduled for trial =
this summer.

The proposed acquisition of P. P. & L. properties by the city

of Yakima 1is predicated on purchase of that power system by Intarstate Llectric
Inc., organization of electric ¢o-pps and public utilities formed to TsEwas
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the P. P. & L. and then distribute its components to members. Whitehead
volunteered that Yakima city commissioners were cool toward the proposal.

He predicted that the Benton P, U. D. will have acquired that

area's power system before consummation of Interstate's deal with P. P. & L.
: the
The % split of NYakima valley power
system @ was described by Whitehead as '"a nice operating setup.’'
W ALt eei Pocsed ot
"I'm inclined to discount story at . will

sell4to Interstate because of an order from the federal securities exchange

commission," Whitehead said. He was vague as to whether he thinks there has
or has not been such an order.
"They'll sell because the P. P, & L., system 1s being cut to

pieces,® " he said. "In Heod River and Walla Walla co-cperatives are building
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competitive lines. Benton, Franklin, and Klickitat counties have

condemnation suits pending."

Whitehead said he thought there were legal difficulties
. private
that would prevent the feorming of ahcorthwestern electric power holding

company.

"Eventually, the P, U. D. will probably take over the
REA," he declared. "It won't be sensible to have two organizations.
Personally, I prefer the REA crganization, but the P. U. D. is lsgally set
up to take over, snd tHEEEEmisewewesy 1t will eventually be the distributing
agency." |

& Whitehead's statements concerning the electrial partition

of the valley by Benton REA and the city of Yakima,%mss and eventual taking'over
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of the REA by Benton P. U. D. were not connected in his conversation.
the district

Put together, thay would mesan thatABenton county would @@ distribute
% !‘“4'2

electricity for all of Benton and

southern)Yakima county.
v Whitehead's explanation of the division of the Roza between
the P. P. & L. and the Benton REA:

"We applied wmm to the Q-WPB during the war for.permission to
bxtend lines across the Rozs. It took a long time to get permission for
:ritical materials. Our argument was that frodstuff's to be produced on the
project were <4, necessary war materials. Finally we got permission to
pxtend lines over most of the Roza.

"The P. P. & L. immediately sent a delegation back to Washington.
Cney must have talked pretty hard, because the WPB revoked #8B part of its
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permit, Under the new arrangemsnt, the P. P. & L. was given permission
to extend lines on the Roza north of Sunnyside, and the Benton REA got that
part of the Roza project scuth of Sunnyside. E
"Sp we wmilMe started to work. Before 1Dng; we were both
stringing lines along the Hanford road, duplicating service. So I went to
3 conference down in Yakima. We nhlllh made a gentleman's agreement with
ihe P, P. & L, 7eetamibw dividing the territory along the boundary line of
ur districts, so thét thers would be no unnecessary duplication of lines."
Whitehead said that power goes into lines of the Bentnn REA
ihrough the P. P. & L. system, through hookups at Yakima, Union Gap, and TFasco

J
i0 that the electricity serving Yakima customers comes out of the same stream

s that e serving REA customers., Sixty per cent of power in Yakima lines
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:omes from Bonneville through the northwest - IFDWer grid setup, he said.
S®8Wn DBenton REA is billed directly by Bonneville power

iuthority, which measures a certain amount into lines for Benton uss.

Wnitehead said that the rlan is to cut out the P. P. &
;e lines as REA #% current distributors, ‘S by using direct connections
lear l'oxee and elsewhers.

In predicting that Benton -~k P. U. D. would be in

the tendency is for

\usiness within a year, Whitehead saild thaﬁA?ach condemnation sult to take less
ime, as appeal points are exhausted. He pointed out that while the Okanogan

‘ase had taken two or three years, the Clark county case took less than a vear.

"The REA rate is lower than the P. P. & L.'s, with the
xception of minimum charge," Whitehead declared,“in spite of the fact that



77 -

here are only two to three farms per mile in our territory, and six or seven
6r mile in the P, P. & L. territory.. In making rate comparisons, remember

hat the company has about 42 different schedules. e have two. The REA,

n contrast to the P. P. & L., makes no special charge for e welding machines

r electric heating."
There are a number of electrically heated homes on-the Roza
reject. These have been put in experimentally. Whitehead daid that there

111 soon be more than 200 electrically heated homes on the project,
Mm Asked as tc whether lines were Jg

uilt ‘ to carry the ampunt cf current necassary for elsctric hsating,

hitehead said that thev ars being so builf cn the Roza;

but that many of thae
lder lines will have to te reconstructed.,



)\ %iiiious angagemant of Whitehead's prevented my getting
v
nors informatiéé4crncerning electric heating.

® It was impossibtle to get oefinite flgures T oem tbz girl

ln charge of bilkin%} She said that 1f varied with

the size of the house, and that weather stripping was imperative. The cost
) fuel she estimated as "the sams as pil."

SIS Thers ars no slectric furnaces. Instead,
‘eglstar units containing coil "cones" are installed in each room, the number
dependiric on the size of the room, ==L, The clerk said that they had proved

satisfactory where the whole house was electrically heated, unsatisfactory where

1eating of 6n1y pne room was attempted. She said that this was because circula-



len of air through the whole house was necessary for afficiséncy.,

Benton REA customers read their own meters. Each month
hey are sent snvelopes containidg a statement showing their last readings
nd ameunts of payments, lﬁ&-tliu. prepaid reply cards. The customer fills
n the amount of the current reading. Rate tables make it easy to determine
he amount of the bill. m?ﬁ

"4 charge of 25 cents will he made to the member's account
very time we have tn read a meter or make an unneceséary collection call
écause of lack of interest on the part of 3 member," says the rate shaet.
Oo not underread the meter, as we make: cheack readings at various ‘times."

L
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Those who pay bills by the tenth‘of the month get net rates;
which is
thers, the gross rate,/|five per cent more.

"Money order fees are pald by the asspciation; if you pay'by
oney crder, deduct the money order fee from your bill, and you will receive
ull credit on your account."

Electirical s appliances ars for sale at the REA headguartsrs.

hese may be purchased by either members or non-members of the co-operative,

t the same price to either group--0P4 ceiling or manufacturer's listed

etall price, l





