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by C.T. Buulnmn,
President, £aifom California Mountaineers, and for two terms
president, Visalia Sportsmen's Assoclatlon,

. We whoare interested in game eonservation and restoration and
who enjoy a day in the fileldwith e shooting mampamk®sm companion and a
woll trained dog or an afternoon on a trout stream still think
Visalla is the hub of a sporbemen's paradise, The thought probd ly
Xsxgx 12 true based upon present day standards of how a pleasant
dey's sport may be enjoyeds The sportsman of yesterday pro bably
diéd not look at his day in the field or on the stream through the
same rose-colored glasses as do we of today,

W,en Jedodiah Smith, Fremont and Kit Carson roamed the
mountains and valleys of Cgqlifornia, this was one of the greatest
game countriea on earth, Y
April 1, 1884 , at the crossing of the Merced river, Fremont
notes: , | 4
"It is crowded with bands of elk and wild horses, Along the
rivers are fresh tracks of grizzly bear which were numerous in
this county, Innumerable ducks and geese were seen,"
-Anothar day: ¥ :
"We traveled among multitudinous herds of elk, antelope and
wild horses," '
In the Sacramento valley in 1846, he writess : ;
"Game was very fat and abundant; upwards of 80 deer, elk and bear
were killed in one morning$
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ad one game :

Vhen leaving the San Joaquin valley, he wrotes

" One might travel the world over without finding a velley more
fresh and verdant--more floral and sylvan-=more alive with birds and
animals--more mmsuzkEfwk¥x bountifully watered than the Sen J’oaqgin."

While perusing early issues of the Viaglin Weekly Delta ,

AW, Frost, deputy county elerk and historian, found thq following
mention of game conditions in this area in the early li.itial;

November 10, 1860:="Bear and deer are now very plentiful
in the foot hills, Some of our sportsmen are enjoying themselves
hunting, One party eame in a few days sinee and mportefi having
Iilled six bear and a mnnbér of deer--seven of the latter, they
brought with th.m."; :

September 26, 1861 :-.-'Gﬁ of common kinds seems to be abundant,
Two individuals in a few hours on Menday last killed 63 quail and
13 rabbits, Other parties have shot numbers of wood ducks whigh
are plentiful in the swamps where there 1s water,"

November 14, 186li="A flock of seven deer were seen several times
on Sunday and Mogday, a few hundred yards above town, Several
nimrods startﬁd after them but suceeeded in ki'lling only cne,” 3

Elk originally were found over mueh of Eat2fpxntaiy California
while antelope roamed the San Joaguin vnllpy in countless numbers,
The grizzly bear was prominently mentioned by all early explorers
and ploneers, Prior to 1890,_ dnokl’ and geese were seen in
uneountable numbers, valley qiail were found by the million
and rabbits were counted in hordes, s

There :
fisxe 18 definite mfomat:!._oa that only 50 years ago, trappers
averaged 140 dozen quail per week in in Lone Tree canyon where
. 20 men were trapping, ‘



- ad two gane :
Shooting at water hola got 40 to BO qaail at a shot,

Even as late as 1895, 100,000 quail ceould be seen in a 30-mlle :
-ride in Remimx central Celifornia, On the west side of the valley,
coveys of 1000 to 2500 were common, |

Well I remember as a :foungater for‘the return qf’ my father
who together with Guy Gilmer, Tom Chattem, Abe Murray, Billie '
Wild; Morve Weaver or some of the other tried and true sportsmen,
made one of thelr several days'! buekboard trips to Spanish Camp in

the Yokohl valley for a quail shoot, In those days it was a day's
trip to get there and conseguently e day's trip to return home,

Their game was tied in bunches of a dozen, Driving down
Main st.reet, old friends just helped themselves}] Lnﬁor, as I gr“
6lder, it was my privilege to accompany them on some of these trips,
particularly to the Mehrt en Troughs country east of Lind Cove,

To me, it scemed there were covies of several thousand birds~e
probably they were nearer 150--bu£ they were ‘plentif‘ull

Thirty=five years ago, doves would -come into a water hole in the
evening litgmll'_y'by the thousands, It made little which way ome cared
to go—-out; west, north of south--1t was all the ém.

Do nc}t get the mprasaim this area was a paradise only for
the hunter . No mdoed, our mountain streams were teeming with
trout, TIneidentally, the streams of Tulare county are known
far and wide as being probably es fine as there are to be found
anywhereee I wonder how many residents of this county know there
ere four distinct varietes of trout native to Tulare county,

It is doubtful if such a ludtﬂu background exists in any other
county in the United States, or for that matter, in eany similar
sized area in the world,

m ore
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These three varieties are as followss '

Roosevelt golden trout, Sa lmo Roosevelti Evermann,

Native only ef Volcano ereek in the high Sierra near Mi, Whitnoir;
from whieh 1t has been introduced into certain othor'mountain
streams, The most beautiful trout in all the world, it is a

geame fish to ;aolight the heart of any angler; atta.".nn & pound Y
or leas in weights named for 2 "M'odore’nooaovelﬁ, the naturalist,”

Golden trout of Little Kern river, salmo whitel Evermann,
Enown only frem the ngt‘om tributaries of Kern river in the high Sisrra;
thtsxsmm Tulare county, perhaps most ebundant in the Little Kern
and in Cgyote ereek, lore profusely spotted than el ther of the
other speeies of golden trout, A beautifl 1little trout and
an exeellent game figh, Kamd' for Stewart Edward White._

Agua-Bonita golden trout, salmo agus bonita Jordsn, The home
of this bu}utiru.’l. trout 18 native onl; to the $outh’ Fork of the
Kern river, Tulare county, from which, however, it has been
introduced into various other waters, This speeiles is intermediate
in spotting between the Rocsevelt and the Stewart Edward White
trouts, ’ 4 '

Kern river trout, salmo Gilbert & Jordan, ILast but not
least, this beautiful fish is world femous and ome of 'tlgo most
beautiful of the ranbow trouts, but with smaller scales, Known only
from Kern river where it is abundant, It attair;m a welght of
three or four pounds and i1s a splendid geme fish,

Vany of our fine trout waters in Tulare county originally
we reo barren of trout, They were stocked By the pioneer sportsamen,
stock men and others who carried live fish from cne lake or
stream to another in whatever container they my have had with
them, |

m ore
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James Hanllton, that fine ciﬁisnn and stoek man who for
meny years lived in the lower Yokohl velley, told tho"ritar
how he had caught a ;;: fish in the Big Arroyo and had earried
them over thd divide in a five-pound lard peil and released them
in what is now knoun a8 Hamilton lake, He kept hia seeret until
fina1133 about 1920, 1t beceme Imown gemerally and meny of the
"Tgaae Waltons™ of Visalla have enjoyed a day's sport with these
besuties, ‘

Two others who did m ueh to make our streams what they are
today were "Andy" Ferguson end Sam Ellis, There no doubt are
many many more who deserve eredit but with whom I never have eome
in contact, | -

A graﬁt many anglers living here now ?omamber-whcn
"Sub® Johnson fished the Pumpkin Hollow area, slways refurning
with the limit which was 50 a daye The Ljvelace boys were
youngsters ?here and knew every fish by its firqt'namnl_ On the
middle fork, immedlately above, ome eould fish all aftermoon without
coming across eanother angler, Now it 1s aimost_impossible to find
a rock upoﬁhwhidh to sit without treading an.sumabno'l
privatc domaing '

Without stopring to analjze eonditiona, the average Celifornian
ascr;bes most_of the decrease in fish and game to overhunting,
This, however, is only one of the many causes for t'e tremendous
decrease here in the p&gf 50 years, Wild life begam to deelimne in
.numbers in the early eighfios. It was about 1860 when the decreaBe
in all kinds of game and fish began to be noted by the public
the first of which went into

*

end agltation started for game laws,
effect shortly thereafter,

m ore
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The folleowing are only a few of the causes for the
decrease of fish and game in Califom.tag

© 1-=CYearing land for cultivation,

Mtting down the forests, :

3-=Damming of ereeks and rivers, :

4w-Digesses transmitted fram domestic animals,

Se=Draining swampas and lakes,

6==Introduction of alien fish which has a serious effect ’
on native trout, .

Y==Inecrease in number of hunters and fishermen,

Good roads and tuomobiles are other faectors opearating te
change oonditions an ﬁumant the drain on geme speeles, Today
there are as many miles per square mile in the mountain regions
of California a-i in some valley areas,

Thirty years ago it required several days for a lumting trip
100 miles away, Now it is made in as many hours, ~ As new roads
have b§m bullt and new regions opened up to travel, the g!me has
been crowded back and the fish depleted but, remember this,
sportsmen of Visalle end Tulare county, one still may get ‘ _
en evening's aport in e trout atream in Tulare eounty in 40 minutes,

It:_rogu.ru only 10 mirutes to reach dove or quall shooting
territory, less than an hour to reach a duck elub, __

' Also, sportsmen, please remember that 1s not the kill that makes
the day enjoyable; 1t is the fellowship and the pure air of the
great cm?dmu. Do your shgre 1'-;0 mekexthin continue to make this
possible, not enly for curselves, but for the beoy and girl of
tamorrow,

B ¢ @ SPORTSMAN}



i

Edition = with eonnelly on mineral king . ars

The editor of the Anniversaries Edition eonsiders himself
rorhmtc ;’h obtaining the reeolleetions of Mrs, P.r. Ropp
w ho, born Minnie Ka d%cﬂimil, was the first vhito ehild
born in Mineral King,

% Nrs, Roop recalls attending a sehool which was washed
down the river and whiech was used exactly where and as the
flood waters had placed 1t,

Mrs, Ropp's recollections follows

"I was born in Minmeral King, at the foot of Saw Tooth )
mountain, September 16, 1874, I was the first white child born there,
I suppose there wes only & trail then for my mother had to ride out
on horse back and hold me,

"I recall that cnce & tree limb caught under my chin and
elmost took me out of her am.

"I spent my early ehildhood days om the east side of Venice
hill on a ranch, My sister and I rode horse back to Goad school
and wore long riding skirts on side saddles, We walked when the
horses were needed on the raneh, hm.

"One day while we were in school, the water came down from the
mountains with a rush, We had to wade the water as there was no
bz:idgu 8o my older sister went shead feeling her way with a long _
stiek to keep out of holes and I held to her dress as she led the way,
The water was up Fo ny arms bﬁt we got bhrough safely,

"My father, Abreham MeGinnis, would drive to Visalla om
Saturdays for supplies, the mail and the ¥tms¥2m Weekly Delta, my
sister and I gemerally going along. _
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"Those were the ha py days--father gave us money to spend
and 1t didnt't talse us long to see all of Visalia as it ﬁa but a small -
plage at that time, I‘Tlhor. were no zixamim paved streets and such
streets as there were, were not even graded and there was plenty of
rmad in the minff sesson; sc rmech that we almost bogged down on
Main street one ti:nl. The dust wes terrible in the summer,

"When I was 10 mra old, we moved to fmmdmm Grandpa
lieadowa' ranch where we attended school in what we called the
014 Arke This bullding floated down during the flood in the 1860's
and lodged against two large oak trees on Judge Cutler's home
ranch, north and a 1ittle east of Cutler bridge, _ The building was
used just in the place and eondition as 1t landed, It was without
a foundation, made of rough boards with bats on the cmcks; sealed
overhead with T, and G, lumber and the desks were made for two,

"There were a few windows en each side of the building and
two doors in front, The accompaniying photo shows part of the
0ld building and hm my schoolmates,”
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editxbn meorory lyncing

Visallans sometimes felt it their auty,
in the early déys, to take the law into their own hands when
they felt the courts were lax or too slow in dlspensing what
they considered justice, : _
: | Thus, the clilgens were aroused to & high
piteh when, on Tuesday, December 24, 1872, James lcCrory slew
Charles Allen in the El Doréﬁo saloon in Visalla, McCrory .
previocusly had been involved in a slaying, his lawyer had sﬁtered
a plea of guilty to murder in the second degree and lcCrory had
been sentenced to prison, HDanying his attorney had been given
authority tg enter the plep HeCrory had been gran ted a new
trial at whieh a jury acquiltad hime

The new slaying, with the memory of the
previous killing and the fallure to dipense to lMcCrory what
the public mind eonsidered justice brought a demand for
vengeance, gi .

éue;nelta relates the followilng circumstances
of the affalrs | ‘

McCrory was drinking and also succeeced in
goetting Aflen slightly under the influence of ligior, Allen went
to bed in the El1 Doradofsalopn. McCrory's boisterous manner
f rightened the Hexican bartéender and he uwalkened A:len who arose
and asked MeCrory not to make so much noisee McCrory then .
drew his pistol and shot Alleh, putting one bell in the back of
the skull, lgying ?ben the breln, and two in the abdomen,

more



ad one mcerory lynching

' "Either would have been fatale McCrory
then concealed himself.in a closet, He was soon surrounded,
taken prisoner and disarmed by o/ ficers. Aé he was taken to
the jail shouts of Zwmpxzk& 'hang him' emanated ffom the
populace. He wes surrendered to the Jailer and locked

UPe

"A demand wes mede for him by the crowd, i
The sheriff and jailer interposed and bravely defended their charges
The sheriff requested the peopls to retire and reflect for an
houre This waa-oonsidered, the people placing a guard around the
Jail,mmt and the sheriff's request was complied with.

"At the expiration of the hour the crowd
returned and empressed the determination to execute the double=dyed
crimindl ¢ A great struggle was made by the officers to defend
the prisoner but they were overpowered, the jaill door broken open,
MoCrory dracged out with a rope around his neck and thus taken to
the wridge on Cfurt street, his body thrown over while the rope |
vas fastened to the railing, and thus hanged until he was dead,

"A proposition was made to leave the body
banging for the county to dipose of, but the crowd determined the
county kst should be put to no further expense by such a miscreant
and a collection was teken for burial xmwpmums expenses, Ten
minutes later, the town had resumed its usual guietness.

more



ad two mecerory lynching
"Thus terminated the maeak carcer ofx

the worst man that ever made Visalia his homee It is a sad
commentary, nevertheless, ujpon mgkek the manner_1n1shich the
law is generally enforced, that our people should have felt
cons trained of necessity to thus sock the sense of law and ordere
FertasxaroxnEixatagaihar zkaxhiamax

"Jurles are not altogether to blamee That men
find their way to the jury box who mweazrat could only be expected
to dlsgrace thq system is the rule rether than the exceptione Hencey
Tulere (county), has in the lest 20 years bueen able %o roll up a -
more extended calendar of crime and bloodshed than that presented
by some of the oldest states of the union since their formatione™

The bridge from which HcCrory hanged was

known for years thereafter as the MeCrory bridgee

#
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The slaying of John Sha non, early
dey editor of the Delta, by Wm. &mm Governeur X liorris,
is a notable event in the history of Tulare county since it was
an incident characteristic of the perlod when fierce politicgl
feeling prevalled and many persons were ready to resort to
violence ‘es s the sequel to bitter controversy.

{ stlannon was editor and proprietor of the |
Delta, a democratic newspaper at the time, and llorris was an
attorney and contributor to the Visalla Sun, a republican
putlication, Bitter words had been used by both parties in the
presidential campaign of 1860 and immediately after its close
i%lnn-n wonixgmzigruigx llorris sent a challenge to a duel to
Sharmone- The challenge was presented by an attorney whom Shannon
attacked, severely injuring his right hand,

S:annon published a card denouncing the
course of Horris and his friemds as irregular but statou he was
ready to meet Morris as soon as the condition of his hand would
permit him to handle a pistole 8everal cards followed, abuaive
in the extreme on both sides, Shannon saying he would attend to
any aggrieved person without the interfarenge of friendse

On November 15, 1860, a card a ppeared from
Morris, dsmemumeimyx denouncing Shannon as a liar, coward end
blackguard and declaring he would peay him no further attentlon,

The af fray followed the same dgy , the
particulars of which were published in the Sun and copied in the
Delta of the week following as a correct statement,

more
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The statement followst

"on Thursdey evening, Shaion entered the
office of W.r, Gill, Esqe, where lorris was sittinge, Shannon
held in his hand a cocked pistol and, on entering, raised the
pistol, saying, 'Morris, are you armed?! Morris at once sprang to
his feet and grappled with his opponent-gs:annon being the taller
of the two==Jorris was unsble to disarm him and S?annon beat him
severely over the head with the pistol, inflicting nine severe
scalp wounds, '

"MAt the first or second blow, s;annon's
pistol was discharged accildentally, A:ter receiving these blows,
Morris fell to the floor, covered with blood, whereupon S non
gagod upon him several seconds and turned and left the roome
Norris, however, sprang to his feet and drawing his revolver,
rushed out of the south door of the building so as to intercept
Shannon before reaching his offices

"The parties here exehanged shots ineffectually.,
Morris then left his position and, prooeeding to the north side of
the bullding, olimbed on the fence (Sha non meantime retaining his
positlon) and took deliberate aim and fired, the ball striking
s:innnn in the abdomen, At this instant, Shannon had raised
his pistol, but lowered it without firing and put his hand on
the wound and walked to his office where he died in about an hour
and eighteen minutes,”

This fatal conclusion to a political
controversy created a sensation in Celifornia at the time, The
locality was the stronghold of democracy in the state and axyone
who would uphold republicanism was a mark of attention, Mbrrié'
act was commendod by his partisans, There had been several battles
and this was the first instance in which & democrat had fallen

before a republican'y
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S“annon never was punished for the
fatal shooting but thls 1s understandable in view of
the temper of the times, Editorials in newspapers throughout
the state reflect a feeling which often flared into
fatal combate
| #
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Chas, A, Whitmore, editor and president of the Viaélia Times~-
Delta and the Morning, D lte was borm in Cadillac, Hie., an

edition whitmore with meddox

May 1, 1876, His youth was'spent in his native state s in Now

Mexieo and Califormia, His father was a newspapermen and the prinecipal
of this nlretch grew up in e¢lose aasociation with the newspaper
business,

Q:r!.ng his early 1ife, he maffavsr performed all the duties in :
eonnection with a country n wspaper, from primter's devil to eity editor,
In 1890, ?i:titmom entered the: pﬁpamtory d.parb:pent of the
Agrieultural -C:lllge of New Mexieo at Las Cruces, - He completed the

course and enbtered the re uler eollege to intending to beeome a
meohanical. eng:!.n.or. . 2

In 1803, his parents moved to San Berdardino, Calif., but Whitmore
remained behind to somplete his college year, iHaxawrme® When the
term ended he came to California to join his father who had beeome
pa rt ovner with Friend W, Richardson, afterwards governor of
Califorria, imxtie of the Sgn éemrdino Times-Index,

Three weeks after reaching San Bernardino, young Vhitmore
obtained a Jop at a fruit "snnmry at G;lton, ‘ o

He always had desired to enter Stanrorﬁ wiversity, H,wever,
the New Mexieo institution was not secredited, and in order to
matriculate at S.anford, he entered the San Dernardino high sehool
from which he was graduated in 1896 with the honor of valedietorian,

To obtain money to enter Stanford, he obt.ain.d & position
as city editor of the Times-IndAx where he remsined until the late
fall of 18 98, when having assisted his father in setting up & now
¥ eokly at Oxnard, he left for Pale Alto and registered as e
cristmas freshman in the class of 1902,

more
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Instoqd qf following up his original intentiem of studying
for engineeping, Wnitmore had became so interested in writing that
he registered as an English major, He served on the staffs of the
Daily Palo Alte and tho £ak C"apparel, the college camic end for
three semesters was the editor of Sequols, et that time the
Swanrord literary magagine, He also was assogiats editor of the
(uad, his class junior journel and was first president of the Stanford
English elub, a member of the Press elub and the Cpt Psi fraternity,
A:!.most exeaectly three years from the date of his entr§ into
S,'__a.nford, Thitmore's father dled and he was obliged to leawve the
university to take gharge‘ of the newspaper at Cxmard,
& yoar la'!:ar, he met his future wife, the daughter of
Ved, Wmps Wayte, then eonculting enginesr for the American Beot ®, gar
cempany.' Whitmore and May Wayte were married in San Franciseo ozi
April 14, 19504, 4
Whitmore sold his newspaper and went into bgaineu in the bey citye
A short time after the earthquake and fire in 1906, the young couple
loft San Frencisee and moved to Visalia, Whitmore having an office
bositlon with the o{ldPaei?ia Sugar Corporation,
On Jamuary 1, 1909, Whitmore sequired the Visalia Delta and
has been a maic_imt of Visalla since, During his mnn:.r years as
e resident here, Vhitmore has taken an aetive intercst im the nocial;
civic and business 1ife of the commnitye, He has been president of
the Chamber of C%merce and the Rotaryoltg.b and has worked consistenly
for the upbullding of the elty and county,

more
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A republican in politics, Whitmore became 1dentified with
the activities of that party in the county and state, He was
chairman of the republican county central cormittee during several
tmorems eampai@ﬂ_!o

In 1915, he was appointed = ‘m ember of the state bos rd of
education by Govermor Hiram Jolmsem, In 1918, he was appeinted
to the Califormia highway comission by Governor Stephens and
served for fom:' vears during a erucial period,

Tn 1927, he went to Sacramento to be state printer and a
Tew months later was ssleeted by Govermor Young to be his
private secretary, He served in that eapacity until August;

1929, vhen the governor elevated him to the vositiom of
state building and loan oommissicmer which post he _resigned
in 1931 after the election of Governor James Relph, Jr , Shortly
thercaftar he returned to astive charge of the editorial department
of the Visalia newspapers, : 5
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