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BICKLETON- An antique =& rocking ~erry-gosround, built in 1909,

hazxkerrnxean

is ready te go into action as one attraction at the 53th annual
Alder ux:eek Pioneer Association prograom Saturday,

- '_-___.——'

Housed in its original circular shed with e¢-nical top and with
the original tddhd8d old-fashioned ticket Booth , the roe' ing merry-go=round
vas bamgRhixRAOOR0 acquired £xz from the old Resme Oaks gmusement Park
at “ortland in 1927, Hesidents of the com unity raised $500 @#6@08Hd to
purchase the antique, ‘ne association is frequently offered much more than

b, -
that frexx by restored amuse-ent locations throughout the country.
e :

A.L.(Art) Lowell, president of the Alder Creek Pioneer Ass eiation
said the grounds at the old Cleveland park hsve been put into condition
for the state's oldest @dédd pioneer gathering which will open at 10:15
aeme with #he ,merry-go_round, other carnival attractions and swing into
an afternoon Indian parade, Indian besuty contest and rodeo in the afternoon,

From 2,000 to 4,000 persons gather dn the i park, bordering the

0ld location of the ghost town of Cleveland which at one time had a population

of 500 personsSe
(more )
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alder creek

kg Bapnett operated a d@ldddé steam engine merr - _go=round at the park
for a time, charging a nickle a ride,
'then the residents of the area got together and bought the one fro-
Qaks “aﬁkz It has 24 horses and four sleds and lots of cast iron equipment
as well as the eircular runway,.
Sam Ganders, now deadg Chris Jensen,Bickletons Charles Jensen,Sunnyside
SeN,(Soren) Matsen, Wapatos; Al Matsen, and Larsen were among those who
helped 69d0d08DeQMBOdAAAd dismantle it, It was brought by train to Roosevelt,
unlogded and then hauled to the perk on the "H1i11,"

1here was no roof the first year. One was built the nexty and a flag

f

pole crected atop it.

Originally the merryggo-round operated on ecast wheels and wes puk ed

i
\1.

by a cable, operated by a s tea~ engine. But the wheels made so ™uch \

racket they had to be covered w'th rubber. Other changes had to he -adé but

]

'
4

the basic fixtures were retained,

“he & calliope played out about 20 years ago.dAdORDAOHOROBOAAdGA Tt wis
2 I'l
turned over to Joy Carroll of Grandview who has 8688d0ddd ecompleted ik

\
i
1

repairs, Calliope music will hex accomnany the merry-go-round rides this \

year., (more )
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Alithough the gatherifg is generally referred to as a pienie there is
a complete_prOgra".

After the @0d048108630d64ddd morning memoriai services and the
noon-time picniec and reunion, there will be a "grand parade" for boys and
girls dAdde less than 16, an Indian mounted parade and Indian beauty
econtest,

Everett Carter, rodeo chairwan in chorge of the afternoon program announc
i thé'fcllowing arena events:

Bucb Lareback brone ridi~g, $75 pursej saddle brone, $100 purse j
0a4@9 calf roping, ¥75 pursej girls ' harrel race, kids pony r-ce, and
once around, twice around amd three ti-es around (the race track) horse
races, all with prize money,

A “tarlight Dance on the oven air dance floor, starting at 9 pym.
will £% climax the day. An oven air ddA¢8d0d8dedRa6dDdd square dancé is
seheduled for ‘riday night.

Cleveland was drigitmatiy settled by Ripley Dodge who came from

Cleveland Ohio. He opened a hotel there in 1879 and platted a town called\

Dodgetown, 1hen the na~e was changed to Cleveland,

By 1830 8. Lowenberg had constructed a store and established the first

post office there, Yire destroyed the busiress ar a in 1896 tut t he town

was reestablished,
et C PN TR (e . Brmantabdan 20 ana IXXYXX Phast toum's biocant



Re
Alder Ureek
Wo/A
BICKLETON- A.L.(Art)Lowell, president of the Alderg Creek Pioneer
Association operates a whe=t and cattle ranch in the Sqx Prong c?untry,
southwest of Bickleton, toward the Columbia River.
H688d%849 He will be 73 ydd@ next ~onth.
Lowell came to the Hillx in 1918 to work on the 6~ P Ranch
but didn 't stay too long. That was because his wife &x Evelyn Medler who
he had married at Wasco,0re. didn't like rattlesnakes and insisted on
leaving after odd ©ddd finding one in thé house,
The two returned in 1935 to the histrric o0ld ranch , owned by
the Seufert Bros. of The Dalles in older days and now built up to 3,100 gcres.
Lowell was born in North Dakota, started out in the Farage business with
his father. H;s father sold out and moved to Montana and LO6@ Lowell was
driving a tQO taxicab for his father at BAdDd6@ddl Kalispell. He was 10
when he started to drive the taxi. His father sold Model T ~ords and Reos
in 1907 and 1708,

Then the father.w.s. Lowell,bought a lumber =ill at Yevils Lake, N.D.

and the ©a~ily retirncd to the J"a]a:otas for a tine. After that they went to

Puyallup where the elder Lowell w2s in the feed business,



first ad Lowell

“he father bought the Ed Miller Ranch dddmd out of Wasco,Ore.
and it was there in 1916 that Lowell »arried .

Kadgdddad@dxaxikat Wicks (George) Varner's father, Lowell said those
who had been at “ickleton in the earlier years told him, gave the
original tract of land to the com unity for a picniec, with a provsion
that p®80 grouds admnission not be charged. In subsequent years
the association acquired d63oddadd adjoining ground , owning now so-e 20
acres.

The first grandstand was about 60 feet long with six rows of seats,
‘he first picnic contests were foot races, tugs of war , and saddle horse
races, Rodeo events didn't co e until the '20s.

The first dance floor was w-ood bd®da&d and when it beca~e unusable
a 406dd slick-finish concrete floor was poured,

B0dAdedpdDd Pamne0

Duriig spring runoff a little stream flows througy the meadow near
old Cleveland. 86t "It 's not a creek,"insisted an association me ber.
"The proper name is Wood Gulch,"

Picnic veterans say the June rain season doesn't b-other them.

"One time out of every three picnics it rains,® but we take it in

stride. If it 's @8d a long rain ingtead of a he=vy shower we just 606

drive to the wickleton Grange Hall angd go on with the program."
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‘he father bought the Ed Miller Ranch nédid out of Wasco,0re.,
and it was there in 1916 that Lowell -arried .,

Hﬂﬂiiﬁdﬂixxghgi Wicks (George) Varner's father, Lowell said those
who had bren at “ickleton in the earlier vezrs told hiw, gave the
original tract of land to the co= unity for a pienie, with a provsion
that p®B0 grourds admissi-n rot be charged, In subrsequent vears
the assoc’ation acquiréd é0godadd adjoining ground ; owning now soe 20
acress,

the firet grandstand was about 60 feet long with six rows of seats.
*he f£irst picnic contests were foot races, tugs of war , and saddle horse
races, Bodeo events didn't co e until the '20s,

The rirst dance floor was w-od bdbdded and when it beca-e unvsable
a @80dd slick-finish concrete floor was poured,

P03nAedPaDd0ane0
Duri g spriig runoff a little stream flows througy the meadow near

old Cleveland. &M@t "It 's not a creek,"insisted an associatisn me bers
"The proper name is Vnod Gulech,.®

Picnie veterans say the‘June rain season doesn't b-ther them,

"One ti-e out of every three picnies it rains & but we take it in

stride. If it 's 884 a long rain instead of a he vy shower we just 608
drive to the ,ickleton Grange Hall and go on with the programs"
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‘WAPATO--The same stories of early-day development, sagebrush

and tents which are marking the observance of Wapato's 50th anni-
versary year are all vivid recollections for Mrs. Alice McCredﬁii-
who,. with her husband Alex, helped to lay Wapato out,

In those days, however, it wasn't so certain that the couple

(WAS
mspe] to have a hand in Wapato's development.

(Mrsr McCredy, who now lives in Yakima, recalls that her hus-
band was in the she%:'business and wanted to go to Canada. ©5he
didn't want to go, however, and silently hoped he would accept the
job of Indian Post Trader at Simcoe where Wapato now stgnds. The
job was offered him by her father, Benjamin F, Barge, who lived in

Yakima, g

( McCredy accepted and they mqyed to Simcoe which then consisted
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of only a red depot on the railroad between Parker and Toppenish,
near where the Wapato station now stands,

!They built a five-room house near the railroad and a store
nearby. On Aug. 12, 1902, Mrs. McCredy remembers the store was
opened, A vast number of Indians came to geal at the establish-
ment., |One day, as she offered a small child free candy for the
opening of the store, she remembers he was gone like a flash,
and although there wasn't a house in sighﬁ,in less than half an
hour a number of children were clamoring for free sweets,

By the time winter came about 15 families ﬁoved into the
area, living in tents near the store.
x Zt:EE;yas cold and nearly every night we'd stay up until mid-
night with the men telling their stories around the pot-bellied
stove in the store," she said. "I once asked them what their
wives and children were doing and they said they were in the tents
asleep to keep warm,"

z Three months after they got to Simcoe the post office was set
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up and Mrs. McCredy was named postmistress., A& difficulty arose

T S——
as the office's mail was 4R continually getting mixed up with
that of the nearby fort so the department contacted her té submit
a new name for her officé.

(Alﬁhough at first she :1idn't like the name of "wapato" she
first submitted, she.feels now that the choice wasnit too bad anc
really quite fitting, :

Life for the early settler in the immediate area was no bed
of roses, Mrs. McCredy said. Water had to be obtained, well
water used and plans made for arrival of‘iii-wives and families
to the barren scene,

(_Egshrailroad was the main transportation to Yakima for social
life, the bank and “'rs. McCredy's parents., She soon came to know

most of the railroad personnel either through traveling or by post

office contacts. Horse and buggy travel through the Gap via Parker

was also common, however,
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{On the McCredy's fifth‘wedding aﬁniversary she recalls 75
persons came to their home from Yakima by train for the celebration,
Even though the wind seemed unbearable, lrs, McCredy said the
'oreghestra, punch and festive air made it seem like quite a cele-
bration,

( Another of Mrs. McCredy's activities in early day Wapato
T R L (0 el e T el e SR 6 e
teachers. At first, she said she was afraid the two-story frame
structure would blow ovér when the wind blew,

‘ One thing led to another and more and more people began to
build up the Wapato area. In 1905 McCredy &k laid out the town-
site after the government received no satisfaqtory bids for the
area during initial bidding and he was awarded the area during the
second time., Mrs. McCredy said her husband gave all persons a free

lot they could pick out with each initial lot they bought.
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(He thereby formed the Wapato Development Co, of which he was
secretary and treasurer. Initially 80 acres of land was obtained
~and later another 80 acres was added. Good lots sold frém $100-
to $500 and some rose in price to $1,500.

ers. McCredy remembers one day when the womenfolk of the town
raked the rocks off what was to éecome the main street as the men
worked on the fising buildings.

Lffff?er project Mrs. McCredy said they enjoyed was the
naming of the town's streets. These names reflect the'color and
important areas of the day: Camas, 3imcoe, Satas, Wasco, Yakima,
Naches, ‘ieton and Ahtanum.

( In April, 1906, McCredy established the Wapato State Bank
which was nationalized Qn May 19, 1908. He also established the
Post Traders SZbre and became one of the organizers of the Yakima

Trust Co,

< MORE )
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(Another of the firsts for the McCredys was the ownership
of one of the first‘automobiles in Wapato. She said she éspec-
ially remembers the big seven-passenger vehicle as her husband
drove curious children around the area in it.

LEEE;_MpCredy was also conscious of the cultural development

7

of the community. She organized the Atheneum Club and wgs the
first libfnriag with books which had been sent from Olympia.

Légs_iﬁqrted the Library Ball, the outgrowth of which is still
held annually. The event was then given by the Atheneum Club to
raise money for the new library.

(A few years later the pioneer couple built their large home
e '

on the we:t edge of Wapato. The building, one of the showplaces

of the Valley for many years, was destroyed by an early morning

fire April 30, 19%9. It had a second floor ballroom where many

area social events were held,
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("Wb ;;i;:really enjoyed our home," Mrs. McCredy said, '"and
were quite proud of it. I once remarked humerously that I h;ped
we would be the only ones to enjoy living there. Although I of
course hadn't meant exactly this I've often thought of"it since
the fire."

(on March 30, 1950, Mr. McCredy died of a heart attack after
being forced a number of years previously to curtail his activit-
ies because of his health,

mlthough definitely living today in the present, the days
of early Wapato are not far removed from Mps, McCredy!'s mind, and
the manner in which she relates the events of that period reflects

the enthusiasm she felt as she saw the Villey grow.

G



Alder Creek Pjoneer Association
53th annual
June 15

at Cleveland P ark, 4 miles west of Bickleton
sponsored by Alder Creek Pioneer Association

(Art )
President of Association A.L. Lowell, president?$‘
|
immediate past pres. Harry Carrell, Grandview. J&

¥ James Spalding, 3ickleton, PUDLliCitly cumem

P
o

Open morning, Singing Travelers, frfam Californig <7 O/Q”H;(VT 7
10:30 Sherman Jensen , farrer master of ceremonies morning program
president of Wash State Crop Improvement Association

Memorial services in morning, Mrs.Chloe Walling, in charge

recognition of pioneers and deaths

old merry go round, purchased at “ortland, la t year refinishing it,

@O rebuilding horses etc.

Address of welcome, president. Immediate pastrres presents plaque to

incoming president

speaker..around 11:30

Flag ceremony Sunnyside Elks. 4.H groups Bickleton, carrying flag.
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Flute so los, Elaine Padgham, sunnyside high school senior
Picnic

rodeo...grounds 4 1 :30 to 2 DeMe

dance, outdoor dance pavilion

Indian parade,. Indian beauty and costﬁme contest (Everett Carter)

Bickleton He in charge of sports &8 com ittee..

Ll 4 "
2 T e
Y
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A.L.Lowell (Art) president, succeeds Harry Carrell of Grandview.

Sherman Jensen, master of ceremonies, morning. Mrs. Chloe Walling,

in charge of memorial services.

Peter “ell, who has been a Bickleton community resident since 1913
said the first merry-go=round was steam driven and onerated'by cable,

“he stean engine set off to one side , puffing away.

¥

lhere agedad were » as he recalls, #06d6d8dARIA3 four or six sleighs
on the first power driven merry-go-round.
Milner

¥3nker Larsen, born in 1004 4 1/2 miles fro- ﬁickleton was

64 years old June 8 and on hand to help get the grounds in shape.

He and other oldptimers have recollections of a hand pushed merry-go-round
operating for a short tiwe and boys who pushed it got a free ® ride.

Another home-built werry-go round followed, powered by two hdad lorses,
powering a sweep, one horse working across from the other, Lhere were six
sleds and no horses on the howse powered ddséi merry-goh-rou d.

Eg Barnett operated a stea~ engine ~erry-g-r-round at the park and the charg

as a nidkle a ride.



There are recollections of an earlier picnic being held at Pine t‘reek,
between éleveland and Bickleton before the first was held at the
Cleveland Park in @831 10]1. Cleveland was quite a com unity then with
1ts stores, one with an upstairs dance hall where there was a killing
one night which old-timers recall.

A pioneer na ed Campbell prepared g beef barbecue for the Tfirst

picnic, starting his pit fire the ~rERESEERead d day before,

m . 2 L I 1 I :
Lhe—merry=po=Taum Wt ek T N O U e TR t BT Sy iy f e -made it

Barst run at the 3 Shep i0ui-0 W

Recidents of the area got together $500 and bought the old
merry-go-round, 24 horses and 4 sleds, antique ticket booth and the cast
iron supports fiddd and other equipment fro. the Wa®S4d old Oaks Amusement
Park at Portland in 1927. The Terry-go-round was built in 1909, two ye=ars
before the picnic,

Sam Ganders, now dead; Chris Jensenk Bickleton, Charles Jensen,
“unnyside, S.N.(Soren) Matsen, Wapato axd Al Matsen,am& Milner Larsen
recalls, hdDpédd were among those who helped dismantle the a~usement
- B6g@d0d dépdedd device. 8BS It was brought by train to Roosevelt,

unloaded and then hauled to the park,
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. pere was no roof the first yesr, because time did not permit

its construction. One was built on the circular structure next year
and a flag pole added.

00f Origially the —~erry-go-round operated on cast wheels and was
pulled by cable, but the wheels 'ade so much racket they were covered with
rubber and other changes were —ade,though not to the m basic cast irsm
A8 and forged iron ng®t83 equipment.
> The call’ope played out sever:zl years ago and no one recalls hewx if it
XER¥xEWRER turned out ore than -ne tune but Joy Carroll of Grandview
took it into town and has repaired it.d4dddd It will be in operation

now gflfidd for the first ti~e, after 20 years,

Steve Jury bui t the first horse drawn mg.

A tractor, standirg to one side of the circular merry-g -round building
and powering a cable
will oper ate the ride this @dde<d year



