Toppenish--Library

Toppenish, Nov, 19=- Members of th Toppenish Commercial clu b
this noon leamned of the growth of the Typpenish library from Mrs.
J.L. Goodrich, who has been one of the leading spirits in
the library work since it was first installed. Snhe spoke at the
weekly meeting of the club in the Toppenish hotel.

When the city took over the library two yesrs ago Mrs. Good-
rich stated it contained but 900 books. Now it has over 3,000
and t e work is well systematized. A7l the money appropriated by
thecity for library purposes is used for the prchase of
books and additional funds for maintenance comes from contributions
The work of the librarian and her assistants is done on a volunteer
bagis and the library served a gre2t number of people--The Yakima

Daily Republic, N,v. 80, 1924,



Toppenish
Coanmer cial club

porrenish now ms its camercial club farmally establish 4, the
& ticles of incorp ration having been filed with the county auditor
Fpiday., Ther is no capital stoc :« The official title i1s “"Toppenish
Commercial club" and the cbjects are to disseminate knowledge
to do publicity work inbehalf of “oppenish and the neighboring
county and tomeet as a social clutln, have a library, reading rooms etc.
The incorporators of the club are J,.G. Hedges, F.A. Wiggins, Sam T,
Keifer, Je.D. COrnett, 4,Y, C oleman, L.J, Goodrich; W.C. Mocre, 5.W.
McDonald, C.W. Hall, Kosco0e Maddox, Otto Lubbe, F.A. Hatfield, Leo
Talbott, Fran Snipes, Williami. McGovern, F.A. Wylllams, G.G. Leem-
The Yakima Herald, march 31, 1809,



Toppenish

The boar of commissioners Monday granted the petition from
Toppenish citizens asking that the town be converted into a munici-
pal corporation and consequently an election wil be held “pril 18,

The boar will canvas the vote #pril 22 and the officers will take
their positions lNay 1,

‘fhe @lection will be under the rew primary la& end the town will
have the distinction of being the first one to elect original
officers under that law,

Plready there are two men named as candidates for mayor, 4y, lig
Yonald , president of th Washington Nursery company and Mr..falbot,

station agent for the Ngrthern Pafifice...The Yakimg Herald,
Wednesday, 4pril 3, 1907,



‘oppenish=-Histarical

Rotary club members of +Oppenishlearned some thing - of the early
hisbory of <Yoppenish today when “eorge Stephenson, sefretary
of the Yakima valley Historical Society spoke at the noon meeting.
Barbed wire fences surrounded the t8rritory which now is the town's
business area and cattle aml horses grazed where buildings stand
when same of the residents who still live here first settled in
Toppenish, “tephenson said., 7 )
Mrs. N.H, Lillie built the first stare in Toppenish in {L888 /??} ‘
and it burned the next year .”he constructed another building
for a store but it was used for the first schoolhouse, George Harvey of
E;illah became interested in the Toppenish district about that time and
bullt a store which he operated for several years and then sold out to
J.B. George.
8rank Y1lliams who played an important pa't in the early history of
Toppenish came here in 1898 and established the old 1'oppenish
Trading Coe ?he town, which was incorporated in 1907 developed as was

expected of its founders. “tephenson traced the history of the valley

®en Snipes and Henry #llen , early cattlemen, came tothe

from the time
valley in 1864,

f4round the Parker district mich of the early history of the
valley occurede The first store builting there was constructed in

1867 by Egbert French--Yakima Herald June 22, 1937.
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Topie nish

George Allen was installed last night as president o the
Toppenish Commercial club. He is publisher of the Toppenish weeklies.
lheins allation was at the club ;s annual stock raising banquet
at the C"*ristian church and attended by 150 rerbers.

Mre. Allen receives the gavel wielded durlng the year from
Paul Kirker who was high_.y praised for his efficient leadership
R.M. Graham was seated as vice president. G.S. Trimble as treasurer

and Yeorge “ields ana C.J. Atwood as trustees.



Toppenish

Toppenish, July 6-0&ne To penish at midnight Saturday closed its
most successful Fgurth of July clebratio which had an attendance of
about 7,000 including a number from all parts of the
valley.

The celebration was haneled by the Aperican Legion post as has
b en the custom in other yearse

B.V. Dunn, 64, was awarded a prize as the oldast man to
brave the crowd and drive in the parade while R.H. Evans with a
family of 10 had the largest family, Murray Britton with a hay-
seed party won first for the best comic group and Mps. Brady Layman
and Mps. Wallace Dyran wsre winners in the competition for the prizes
for the most beautiful ecar.

Numerous sports 96 events were held for youn sters.,
The winners being F1oyd Bates, Paul Briethaupt, Raymon | Booth,
Gladys Brown, Evan Briethaupt, Mary Moore, Bill Jacks, Harry
Dunn, Lucille Jamerson, CGeneva Briethaupt, Mary German, Donald
Randle, Lloyd Bates and Claude Humphries.

Only one bit of gloom came to the Topuenish ¢ lebrators.

Wapato won the baseball game by a score of 12 to k4,

Yakima Rapublic, July 6, 1925,



oanitarium

Toppenish, Aug. 26=Toppenish commercial c.b members
at the r meeting thi 8 noon voted in favor of asking the county
commisgsioners to provide for the erection of & county tuberculosis
sanitarium in theilr 1926 budget.

Mrs., Bethesda 3. Buchanan, executive sc:cretary of the
Tuberculosis league and “%ps. Huth Thornton field secretary
presented the tuberculosls situst ion in the county and explained
the need for the sanitarium, #fter their talks a resolution
&skins the commissiorers to make the appropriati on was quickly

pabRé passed.The Yakima Yaily “epublic, “ugust 26, 1925



‘oppenish

Toppenish, Octe-=Had the possessor of Aladdin's wanderful
lamp) been a resident of' this regian ard using h;b gift
overtime working mirecles he could scarcely havemade & greater
transfarmeticn than the wiich took place here withint hs past
thiréeen years,

':hén thare were the Northern Pacific section house and one plaece

of business, the Indilen tmading company stare, in a frame
bullding, now ewallowed up by the Topuenish ° rading campeny,

8 carrcre tin with a eapitalizaticn of ¥100,000 end magnificient
home of bricke :

“t tlat time &s nearly as may be e stimated, the population
was sbout 8ix. Now 1t is more than 2,000,

”1fteen miles southeast from wie ethe Yakima river debauches
from the foothills tBOMMd through Uniom “ap stands the olty of
Toppenish, destined in the not distant fu ure to take its place
@8 the mctropolis of the Yalkima valley betwsen that point
and wher e rolls the Oregon,

“he greatest building period experienced by the city was
undowb tedly that of three years ago, c‘onn-.-:enoing Januery 1, 1909,
&lthough the Hotel Toppenish, qul te a pretentious, was erected-in
1907 and many other brick bulld ings constructed during that ami
the succeeding year. Not what it was butwhat 1t 1s aml
& few possibilities of the futwe shall be ths principal
topics here treated,

fran 8a gebrush waste to hamlet, to village to town to a

progressive coity is tl» way the record feads. 1
It 1s the P6eldd record in whichthe people of Loprenish may
Justly take & pride. ‘he yesr ago ateps were taken for the

installation of & sewer system and $35,000 in bonds were voted as



“*oppenish--g

a starter for he work., ‘hough same technical £law in the
praceedings after the s tate of Washington had agreed to take
the bands, wark at tht time was mot commenced,

Within the past thirty -days $60,000 boxis have been authoriged
to be issued and from statemente of the city officials it is
believed that work on the trunk line of the sewer will be
camenced befare January 15, 1912, ’

Yhe city owns 1ts owm water system, the water being taken fram
a well 125 feet deep, Three p mps have beenins talled but tpey
are not operated above ore -thi'ni their capacity except dAuring the
irrigating spQE@hd seasan when the drainage upon them is the heav-

1 est, ;he wat er supply is ample so expert engineers haw reportsd
to supply a c¢ity of 6,000 wOBdAA with all the life-giving
fluid necessary far ell praetical purp ses;

The pumping plant was installed at a cost of $9,000
whlle the water aystem as the whole stands the city an
expense of about fzv ,000, |

Power ami light ee furnished by the Pacific Power & Light
Co. operating under & franchise extended to the “eservation
Slectric Light ® mpany. ‘he lat ter campany has a ‘fnnohise to
furnish ligh . and power to the city and the inhabitants
thereof far a period of 50 yecars which is transferred to the
forms re |

‘he year 1911 has been atempestuuus cne in the government of
the citye :l'nt does not mean that other years Iatvelrotiasen
other tempests for they have, but the pre:ent year all the:e
clashes thORWOPOLAOUBA6EOEE AEGtddddfc have been particularly
prolific, but during all these clashes the city hes been getting
the benefit of wise legislatime.
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Plans have been discu:sed fe@ t hegrading of a ocmsiderable
portion of Yoppenish evenue, themain artery of tradé, but the
work has notbeen inaugurated. :‘he impr ovements on the s treets have
been principally grading and graveling. "_“he cauing year will
see amlle of mved avenue. Many blocks of cancrete sidevalk have
been laid end thecityis well takencare o 1in that regard.

The city hall is a slightly two=atory bdrick structure in public
square at Toppenish avenue and Front street. 0, the first floor
are the office of the police magistrate, thequarters where the
city oriminals are incarcerated and ti® equipment fa t he fire
depay tment. On the secand floor a re the council chamber, battle
groundof many & hard fought parliamentary duel(almost personal at
times) office of city olerk, etc,

Following are the names of those camposing the city council
togéthu- with the names of th other city officialss

Dr. HM.Johnsa, mayorj Messrs DeW. Perger, Z.¥. Coleman,
L.B.Bryan, ¥red Rowe, 4+W. McDonald, D.S. Pape and J.W.

Peterson, céuncilmen; W.H. Rassig, clerk; J.J. Hays, a ttarney; W,8,
Doren, treasurer; D.R. Redman, engineer; J.J, Dawson, éhief of
police; E.H. Ferguson, police judge; Dr. J.J, Tiltmm, health

of ficer; T.J. Tomlinson, water cormissioner.

én efficient volunteer fire department, with equiyment worth
$2,500 hasHarry Hough as its chief ani F.S. Rinehart as its
SOCTOtAYY.

“ne rapid growth in population and the increased number of
pupils o!;' school age made a great change nscessary in 1909,

At that time there was but om®# building , a frame structure,
It was succeeded by two modern school buildings of conocrete, each
two stories in height aml each warth approximately :zo,ooo.

The Lincoln school bullding 18 on the east side o« t he city
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wvhilethe Garfield building is on the west. ‘0 these twolave
been added during the present year a third, the McKinley
building, #iy the northwestern part of the town for the accommodation
of a region renote framt wo previously mentioned,

Nobwithstanding that great incresse in school buildings
and rooms, 1t 4id rot l®ep up with the demand., It became nece
essary to mrovide e suitable setting far high school. ‘he sum of
$13,000 in bords was recently voted and & fraction more than ten
acres of ground in Olney additiam was purchased. To it was taken
theoriginal frame schocl building which was remod led and made
comfar table a8 & home for the high school ntil permanent quaters
have been rovided. The grounds are sufficiently large to provide
far albdod@dfitd besseball field encircled by & qugrter-milo
track, expadrimentel garden tracts, tennis cour ts, park, with
all acceasorie: that mark e metropakitan high school--for be
it know when campleted in accordance with the lofty artistic amd
scholastlic ideas of those who have th® O fatherdd and mothered
the scheme from its inception, the ‘oppenish high school building
axd grounds will became famed thrwéhout the state as models after
which other cities may well take pattern,

b schools ofthe ¢ ity are under the superintendency of E.T,
Robinson whose conscientious work has brought succe:s stemping
him as & man of mare than ordimaryéility in his chosen
[rofession. He has an able corps of teachers to assist him
s five in the high school and fourteen in the grades, ‘here
are more than 40 students attending the highschool, It will
immediately be given & foureyesr course in order that 1t may take
its place among the high s chools of the s tate m accredited list,
More than400 pupils are attending the grades, the number
increasing at every semester, One mmy quickly see the necessity of
increased school b$l00 buildings, by scanning the number of
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pupils in :oppenuh sochool district acco ding to the Toppenish
school ecensus of 1908; _

383 in 1010; 522 in 1910; by the census of last May, 71l.
It will be poticed that the number of pupils of school age has

ndarly doubled within the shart space of two yearsd

'fne oity 180 is increasing 80 rapidly in popklation that 1t 1s
difficult to kmep tab on it.

In 1907 the population was estimated at 500 and
loppenish was @ town of the fowrth classe
| vhen it came ytime to take the thirteenth decennial census by
the United States goverrment in the spring of 180 1910
it was 1ear;md tha t the population had inecreased ton ealy 1600,
During the past 18 months ther: hes teen & constant increase 8o
that 1t my bes afely sta ed within the bounds of truth that
there e mare than 2,000 peopls witin the corpcrate limltse.

Having reached that position in soclety where population was
no bar, Toppenish in June, 19llvoted to becoms & city of the
thrad class. Progress has ® en msie along another line,
Dyring the fiscal year ending June 30, 1911, the receipts at
ties postoffice passed the $10,000 mark. :hat fact entitles the
city to fcee delivery of xﬁmd mails ef ter certain other require-
ments heve been compllied with o These include the nunbering
of the houses, the placing of signs onthe dreet corners, © to
:hs city council has already com enced this work, so 1t is
probable that by the glad “ew Yea:'s day the r ree delivery
system will have been 1mugurated.'

Toppenish 1s well supplied with newspapers both in number
md.quality, beig described briefly as two and excellent,

The Review was first in the journalistic water, lmvingbeen
launched in 1905. Yeorge A. McArthur was the man who first
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paced the qua:ter deok, ;ho i‘eviaw has gone along steadily
taorard success and now boasts a large subscription list and
heavy adwertising patronage. It occupies its own building,
the Neview block being one Sthe:iest in the city.,

Ueorge M. Allen present editor and mang er is steering the
craft on its victarious way.

In 1910 ¥pe Mo®rthur returned to Yoppenish and started another
newspaper, the Iribute, Like its predecessor it i getting to
the frant. It ooéupua commodious quarters inthe postaffice
block, with Captain W.E. Zuppann in clarge, as editor and manager.

Botn offices are well equipped to handle the business
entrusted to them and each has a brand new mess, ‘hus is the
city well takenc care of fram & newspaper standpoiﬁt.

0,@ is astonnded to find the new business blocks am large
dwelling houses that have been erected her within the past two
JOArs o

First on thelist for many reasons, mst be mentiaed the three-
story brick block of the Central “ank and Trust companya t the
corner of Toprenish and O‘.lney avenues, It. is an imposing structure
of cream~colored pressed brick and terra-cotta and repreczents
an expenditure of ¥40,000,

A further deseription of this and other tuildings mentioned
will be given ina later article., Lack of space prevents it at
this tims,

Inadditian to t he f ore @68 going the following brick or
stane bulldings have e en e rected within the pericd mentioned:
The Casey block, occupied by Yew Hotel "est with J.G. Fpitz in
oharge; the King block, occupied by Hotel “ashington, the
Review block occopied by the Heview, Yeterson's drug store ami

o ther stores; the "_'ilbert two=gtory building oz; Olney avenue now
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by the Moore & Palmer furniture store; Toppenish garage
feservation Electric campany's blook; Pacific Igce and Cold
;torago company building and last, the N'rthern Pacific Pasaenger
depot, i
his building 1s e of the most ormate in the city, erected
at a cost of 935,000 making a lmprovement that 18 heartily
approved of by!'t he bus Iness public amd particularly by thoss
who hawe an eye for ths Beautiful. ‘
Had the N Orthern Pacific railroad canpany known of the enconiums
thatw ere going 68 to b hurled in its direction upon the completion
of a nsw depot, 1t is believed it would have been built some time
agoe But it 1s there now and 1t is a beauty,big enough for a oity
of 10,000 and of such proportimms as to please even the eye of a
St. Gaudens,

Frank 4, Williams, president of the “oppenish Trading
company ard president o the F rat National bank is one who
watched the city of Toppenishgrw from its beginning.

Thirteen years ago there was but one business house in town,
tmt of the Toppenish rading Co. with Mp. "illiams in charge.

It was an old Ihdian trading store, I “thos e days oppeniah was
ot an the mape Yhe only other bu:l.lding ther was the Northern
Fagific section hos e, ?19 businesshas grown with the ¢ ity and
fhe company is now incorpora ted with a capital of ?100,000.

“.Y, Voleman, vice president and mamager andWilliam M.
McGowan, secrétary and treasurer, are the president's right and
loft bowers, ‘

Two additions weremade to the origimsl building before tBe
plans were drawn for the new bulldings which were occupied
fa the first time in September, 1908,
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The 0ld structure now utilized by the company for storage
purposes still stands, & monument to pimeer days and a
lan imark to.the Indians an early settlers who made it thsir
he adquarters . '
The main store building now occupied by the campany covers an
arsa of B85 x 110 feet, Directly mck of the structure is _
the harness am 1 pleﬁent building with a floor space of §0 x 140
feet, ‘
g_'he bulldings are of brick construction, steam heated tiroughe
out and lighted by electricity‘. In the various branches of :
the business a staff of 26 people is employed,
An intercommunicating te lephone exchange connects all departe
ments O which comprises the dry goods, suits and cloaks,
men;s and hoy:s wear, haxiwa e, groceries,amd the hay, grain and
coal demartments-=The Yak ima Herald, November 8, 1911,
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