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After making the above arrangements I returned to my residence where 1
arrived on the '21st inst. On my arrival at the Dalles I reported my
proceedings in regard to the friendly indians found in the Cayuse country

their names numbers etc. to “gent ‘hom-son.

Vory “espectfully

Your Obt. servant

Signed Nathan Olney, Indian Agent.

Gen. Joel Palmer,

Supte. Ind.‘*ffairs, Dayton, Oregon.

’,—
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the fort I asked his permission to speak to the Indlans which was granted
with the proviso that 1 was not to say anything to the prejudice of
the company. I would not consent to this but finsdl 1y wes told to speak if I s
desired, 1 thon informed the Indims that W, Panbrun was not authori-ed
to dictate to them who should be thelr chiefs end that they sho'ld pay
no a@défiddodd manner of heed to anything he had said. Upon my return
to the agency I immediately addre sed him a note, a cony of which
marked A" is herew’th enclosed,

1t may seem that I have been needlessly explicit in this mabter but
I deem it of the first imnortance that the influence of this foreign
comnany with the Indians within the territory be broken up, that the
+1dians may fully rcall e that they are mder the influence of
American and ot 8British control,

The Indians In this vicinity appesr to be very jealous of the
encroachments of the whites, owing no doubt to the inflammatory rumors in
clrculation amongst them in the early part of the season to the effect
that the Aperic n Ysvernment Anadadad intended taking possession of their
country withou ther consent, I am satisfied the fumors obtained
circulation throush some French who werethen desirous , and have since settle
1n the valley of Walla Walla. “ome four of these settler s have been complaine
of by the Indims &and have received notice to disperse operations \//
until the Iadians s e satisfied,

Allow me to brinz to your notice a sub ject of consideraﬁle im ortance
whith the hope t08d0d that the proper steps may be taken to remedy the
evil in cuestion,

It 1s presumed the gdvernment is fully aware that there are anaud ly
lar ge emigrations of her citizens from the Wh@8) Atlantic Stéte
to Oregon "y way of the plains ad if not already advised it 1is high

timethe facts were known that there is not to be found upon the

whole route from the lMissouri R1ver to the Pacific “Yoast a more
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dsstardly set of murderers and robbers than infest the country between
Fort Hall and Doise, c-mmonly known as diggers, who never sl low a
favorably opportunity to pass to com:lt violence and theft; it is estimated t
that from thirty to forty of our citizens have beenb utchered by these
savages' within the last three years; the cause of humanity as well as
as the interest of the Indians demand that the stst e of things
should not longer exlist. L woula sugzest the proprilety of establishing
& military post in that reglon, But in the event of its b ing deemed
inadvisable then that a company'of O0rd Dragoons be detalled to protect
that ortion of the roads already referred to from the middle of
June to November. During which time there would be an abundance of srass
to subsist all the animals necessary to that service,

I find it very difficult to hold intercourse wi th the indians for
want of an interpreter and am unable to procure one for the
comppnsation allowrd by laws, The sum of five hundred dollars per
annual is insufficient to remunerate a person who would be capable of perfor-
ming the dutles of that office. I am informed thet the services of WJddBé
dp, perrik Wnitmen may be had for seven hundr:d and fifty dollars
and I know of no other better qualified sn d cheerfully recommend his
appointment 1fthe above salary can be allowdd.

Mr, "hitmasn understands and speaks their different languages, to w006
wit the Nez Perces, "“alla «slla and Chinook or Jargon which would
enable me to zet along w th the gre ter portion of the tribes within

his dis tricte
this dis tric Very rrspectfully

Your obedient servant
R.R. Thompson, +ndian “#gent,
Utilla Oct 2lat, , 1853
A.D. Pembran (Sic) [Pambrun cq]
In charge of the Hon, Hudson's ?ay Co.

Post, “alla ¥alla: Siré
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I am informed thd it is the policy and has longbeen the practice

of the comnany that when vacancies occur in the chieftainship of the
several tribes within the previewof their posts, to nominge and press the
claims of individuals comasndin; the moes t wealth andpossessing the
greatest influence in favor of their interests.

This practice has so long o“tained thst it has become to be looked
upon as a settled usage wlith the ind iens. They not doubt will call upon
you to assist as usual to corsult and ret your advice »8 to who should b
their chiefs. I now refer particularly to the two tribes in this
vicinity, the Cayuses end liez Perces who are withoug ©Obdd head chiefs,

From considrration of policy, this office has dremd it best that for
the present ,under existing circumstences, the Indlans manager thdr
own political affalrs,

This note. is therefore to inform you tha while it is our desire to ma-
intain the met friendly feelings and intercourse with a1 who may be
lawfully within the Indian country, yet sy interference in the politécal
affairsof the the Indians within thls district by any person
o£ pers ons whatsoevef’mdll be dddeédd@d dis countenanced and fludtl mect

“merican government.

the di» approvel of this department of the
p. 484
I would refer for your consideration to the 13th section ofmn

Act of Congress apopoved June 30th , 1834 wiich reads as follows, to

wit:

And be it further enact d that if any citizen or other person residing
within the Unit-d States , or the territory thereof shdl ;izge rny talk,
speech, gg%gégéar or letters to eny Iiddian natlon , tribe chl ef or

individual with an intend to produce a coitravention or an infraction
of any treaty or other laws of the United States, or to disturbe the peice

and tP8dQuldfig tranquility of the Unite S'ates, he shsll forfeit and pay

v

the sum of two tho sand dollars, Jery respectfully
g Thnompson, ‘ndim #gente

£
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Notwithstanding this ellowance df so large a discretion tomect

the case in 1its most alarming phase, it 1s still hoped that the cause

1s not really so bad as the XERREX Tepresentations forwarded by you would

seem to indicate. If therefore it shall turn out that those representations

are not realized by the facts when ascdrtained you will
Judicious

e governed by a
regard of the real wants and exigencies of the service as far as

practicable curtail the expenditures herein authorized,

very Respectfully etc.

Signed Geo. W, Manypenny,
Comnissioner
Joel Palmer, Supt, Ind. Afrfairs

Layton, oregon “erritory,

End Roll 11



2 \‘\,.ﬂuay,s\.&f 1955 = (ot S, E02 13001

—

perfoctly willing tc ke the attempt !f instructed by you to do 80,
Vgry respectiully,your obt. svt.
fgtnan Olney
Pe 160
€al - Rlver 0,T. Deco 25, 1858
¥r., 0, Olnoy Esqe:

Yaapr Sir Nelieving it to be of imnortance to yon to lmow the feelings
and condition of the “nake and Bgnnack +ndians with resnvd to the rsc nt
murders com itted by the Digrecrs aerr Fort Bolse, Ye avail oureelves of
the H.H.B.C.efpl exprese to :ive you whzt iiformation we have becen able
to colloct, The murder was com Ltted y the Wewnas Indiens a smell tribe
who reside in the mounteirs rcer Fort “0ise and who sneck the “nake
lanmiage but who have for time oubt of mind brendisavowed by these trilea
as worthless vagaebonds, The @ ake express grasti 1 disndtion at the conduct
of the Wenae and we are conviiced that when you come up in the spring you
will find them ot onlw friendly but ready to assist you 1n the spprehension
of the wmurderers, The Bennocks are perfectly friendly towards thé
whit 8. Iﬁey a3 well as the Snakes sre much t roubled abant the stoppaeze of
the trade of ar ~unition &g they live entirely by huntlnre

Tt 18 @ rcrent nitty(sic) vou did ~ot come up this winter beravse 'f
there wos sn asent here now much good might be done and there 's but
1ittle doubt that many if not all the aurderers would be aprehended or
killed bet ecn this and springz without the interventlicn of trocps,

Reports have boen circulated by ‘ez fc ces and other f-digns {rom bHolow
tothe effect that it is the intention of the white chi s to kill off all
the “annocks s “nexes next se s on and 03Ve although oll the white men
in the countrv have contradicted it, we yet fi:dthat it has {ts
influence\and if 8 large body of troops should be seat up in the spring mmy
of the Indians will doub-lers take to the mountaine and refuse to
meet you at Fort Dg11es. If... you wouid ome up, shesd of tﬁe t roops
with a small party ,men acquainted with the Isdiems if you can get them.,

you will be ablo without trouble to see and were 8 tallr with the
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princinal men of the twn % ribra,
fhere i3 no denver now to he 2owrehended B0 vou mXR aecd nok feny
to come un wit'i a small narty
In haste,respectllly
Your obts cervant
ieil Tebrthur
TR, Maillet
Jo'n Groant

Go"’". fevine



nothing short of the purchase of the Indien title to the land in

Middle Oregon can secure peasce., L confidently expeft that “ongress

will at the present sesslon enact a law authorizing and providing for the
purchase of those lands,

Persuasive meéisure dl one ar 1left us by which to control the Indisns
and preserve peace sardd without the means to conciliate them W th presents 6€
we ce accomplish 1little emongthose .... as haughty tribesBut as they
have nothing to gain and everything to lose by hostilities, reasoning
with them clearly smd forcibly on the consequences may enable us to
maintain order.

your$s etc,

Joel Pdl mer,

Supt. Indien Affairs
R.R. Thompson, esq. Indisn Agent, Utilla O.T.
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Records of the Washington Supepk1tendency of Indian Affairs 1853-1374
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eesfhe bound volume may be vited by page number, as follows: National
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Treaty Proceedings, 1854-1855, p. 50 , The loose papers may be cited by
a brief description: wational Archives, Records of the vashington

¥ Superint endency of Indian #ffairs, articles of agreement with the Nez
Perces, April 10, 1861,..



Wes Porces Meservation , new boudarys

Pe 505
Uffice, Superintendent of I;dian affais
Olympia, "ash. Ter. June 29, 1863

General 1, Alvord, Comamiing , Fort Vancouver, "ash Tear,

fener»alg ';urs of the 15th indg ant was duly received,. I, answer
to the inquiry therein made I submit that the lattaer part of the
secord article of the treaty contemplates the vermiss ion to
occupy up to the new boundaries, I have respcctful Yy to ask that you
Will ussue wuch orders to the officerin coumard at lort lapwmai as will
-:sﬁcure the enforcement of the provisions of t he intercowrse sct
witll n the boundaries of the new reservatione “a o anything further
it is not now wy province toask, ingasmuch as I have turned over all
matters portaining to t he liez Perce 4gency to “overnar Mallace who is
ex offlclo superintendent of I1,dian affairs for the new 'l'erritor'y of
fdaho,
fespectfully yours
U.H. Hale

Super intendent of Iadian Affairs, "ash ngton “erritory

PaS. 7The coyy of the treaty publisted in the Paily Oregonian is correct

with the exception of three verbal mis takes, vhicha re unimpartant,



