miocrocopy 5, roll 21
office “ez Perces Indian Agency
Lapwai ¥,T, Jovember 20,1861
Sir:
I have the honor to inform you that at the gouncil of the chilefs
of the Nez Perces tribe, held at this agency on the 2nd and 4th inst. which
was convened by me for the purpose of ascertaining thelr sentiments and
feelings of this people on the present and increasing numbers of white
men visiting the minersl and other lands of thelr reservetion, all the
chiefs present at the councll, fifty Innumber, expressed the kindllest
feelings towards the whites, were perffctly content that the gold flelds
should be worked and only required that they should be protected iIn t heir
farming and grazing lands and that spiritous liquors should be kept out
of thelr counfry. A1l t he chiefs that are on the reservation, except
three participated n the council, These three named Biglrhunder, Joseph
‘and Jessie represent férty five lodses or about thm e hundred and
seventy five souls and have persistantly been epposed to the whites from
the inltiation of the treaty to the present time, but they are ogoa small
force in the tribe that the loyal Nez Perce will not &llow thelr nation
to be judged from the action of these contumaceous (sic) ones . here fore
it should be taken that as the chiefs in the late council spoke so 1Is
the sentimsents and desires of this people,
The proceedings onth first day ofthe caincil you are familiar with as
you was here in person, I will recell to your mind, I owever t ha in
reply tothe ingquiry if they had objections to the whites working their
gold mines on any part of their reservetion they said nok they were
perfectly willing that the white men should dig the gold as they and
the young men did not want to dig it adding, lowever th& when the whites
dug all the gold out of their ground they wanted them to le:ave thelr
country.

On the s ame day you asked them, in casethet the white men would
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desire to build stores anc trade at Lewiston if-they: would yleld
their consent and suggested to them to think it over carefully and give
thelr answeP to me at the next meeting of the council, They d 1d so and
on the 4th mmX inst, they s sted that they had no objJections to the
white men trading at Lewiston provided they traded "under thelaw," i
In reply to what articles they sished furnished them for their next
annuities they mentioned teams and wagzons and apple trees, they also
desired some othor things of & o trifling a character to motice,
If it my opinlon t hat this convention of the Tndians will prove of
benefit to them and of importance to the -whites as from the show ing
of thelir dispositions it will place tho anomelous relations of the
whites and {ndians in the caintry in a more comprehensible and managable
position,
Very Respeotfully etce
Your obt, svt,
Chas. Hutchins,
Ind. Agent W,T,
To.B,P, ‘Kendall ‘esq, -

Supt. Ind. Afrs. 0lvm ia, W,T,



“agh'tn Sypteye Nos 5, Roll 21
| Urfice Mez Perces Indian A gency
Lapwai W.T, January 4th, 1862
8ir:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the lst inst. of your

letter written from Portland on the 14th Yo, lest wherein you state that
vou had heurd that notwithstanding your verhsl 1 structions to the
contrary, that I had caused that part of the Wez Perce reservation known

as Lewiston tobe surveyed Into lots,. .I herewith inform you thet I
havenot surveyed ~ob have I dirocted or anthorized any survey into lots

on this reservation, neither at Lewiston nor at sy other point,

. I nave , owover, since you leftthis place received e number of
g plications for license to t rade on this reserve and st the point of
Lewiston and in instm ces where the applicants poscesscd the nual ification
requirod by law and complied w th all the provisions of the atrtute I
have issued licenscs to trade with the Yez Perces Ipdiens. ‘he reasons
that I understand for sdopting the policy of issuing licenses to trade
without reser to the n-mbef issued I deem it properthet { should

submit to vour offices I would say however before rclating such reesons
that if L rightly undersband your letier of the 14th Dec. y-u when here
gave me verbel instructions not to issue licenses to trade . I have

not the slightest recollectlion of any such instruction so given nor 6f
gny conversation t het wo hed that would be likely to elicit such iastruction
“n frect the only time the subject was be’ore us, you expressed an

opinion that it would o impossible to enforce the laws concernlng trade
on this reserve that it would be impossible to prevent‘tha introduction
end 8s8ls of Iintoxilcating liquors, and that as trading would be done
without any contro} pérties would not be treammeled with a trading
license, “ut perhaps you did ot intend to stute thet you geve any

instruction to that pcint. At lesst your letter i1s not clear on



this item.
Apout the 15th of October last s man by the name of VYapte
A, Ankeny whose business in these ports 1list sum er was thet of packer
and trader st Oro Fino visitcd Lewiston end by his instigation and council
to others survey and mep off that point as a town aad at sundry
meetings of those havinec tho affair in charge they established the 8lze
of blocks end lots, the condition of obte ining and holding lots and in
short did all that wes necessary to put the town in operstion and
throughout the whole org: ization and effecting the scheme the ssald “nkeny
was tie directing geniue and eided the work by personally meesuring
thelands end estsblishing monuments of Exm@& boundaries, *he implicetion
ofAnkeny in th's business I have from themost crcditable persons in
Lewiston at that time snd who ere willing to cerify the abo-e f cts bel ore
any judiclal tribunal. For the law on such infractions [ imx refer you
to Act ‘pp. June 27, 1834 Sec, 11
4 portion of this reservatio havin-: thus been invaeded by men with

lawless designs 1 repaired to the p int at as eorly a dey as I could
leave the Agency and by written notices posted in consplecious
places in Lewiston warned d 1 white persons from bu!’ding any houses,
fences, e tablishing any monuments designatinc boun aries of tracts of

ﬁ'e.servation

land or cultivete mny portion of the lands on this Indian
and informed violators that all infrections of the luw governing “ndian
territory would be “rosccul’d according to law. This notice for a while
suspended town site oper tions and continued in the state of abeyance
until about ts first of Vec, I would here mention thet I encountered

en obstacle in [ eling obliged to give an imphsestic denial to what I believe
to be a misrepresentatio of wou by what you wes reported to have said

to persms tlere when lenvinz Lewi to , v z: Wot to pay any attention to

any witxeaxthEiAxikr notices thset the Indlan authorities might put up agains
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bullding at this p iant, but ;0 on and build at your plessure, Such a
reark as that alledged to have been sasde by you w 8 80 out of
charecter with anything that yous expressed to me and s per fectly
inconsistent with ydur positicn and views for the adjustment of the
an ‘nomel ous condition of affairs on this reserve, that I utterly
denied that you made such 8‘satement and the remark was silenced but I
regiret to say is yet remnembered,

Apout the first of Yecember last ebove entioned Cant, “nkeny agsin
visited Leuiston and although it hes ot come to my knowledge +that he
personally did anyt:iiang further in the Lewiston &% townsite, yet it ia
an actlve coincidence that from that moment a determined action -
wag felt from all quarter to hasten and obtain lots and in a Eakg about

two weeks near a square mile of town was staked and enced into strects,
blocks and lots and st this timé there ere erected sbout a dogen w ocoden
houses and neer {ifty other tonements of clotii, each severally
built on lots by the squatters with the view of holding the asme as
t ownlots and gg;;d wooden houses would have been buillt but for the
scarcity of material.

Suchbeling the condition of affairs at the: point I will now state

the action I have taken in the matter, Duriug the last halfl of ‘lpvember
a number of persons made applicotion to me for ?icense to trede under
the laws which govern tri.de and intercowse wi'th Indian tribes, “11
the applications were to trade at the point of Skee-ms-na-kin (Leuiston)
andeach of thie parties applylng represented thst they were actuatcd

in their applicetim to do busine s in the Iadian country according to
the form end under the testrictiona requirdd bylaw, *he policyof grenting
nuterous licenses mxexeakrd presented itself strongly to my atteation
and on the other hand t deny appliecstions to person 8 who were
desirous of complving with the utmost terms of the ststute I duly cone

sidered, “y referrine tc the law of congress, 4np June 30, 1834,
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I found the contemhieton (?) of the stetute to admlit of my qumber of
licensed treders in Indism coun'ry and thet llcensés might be granted
by 1y Supte Inde Af'rs or agent or sub-agent mdbefore any troding
l1icense be delivered 4t iz reqguired thst theybe tronsmitted duly
executed together with applicetions and testimonials to the commissiocner
of I-d, Affrs, £ r his aproval or di:spproval,

My rizht to grant licenses thus estasblished the policy of doing so
was mext conol ered, “hen the lerge 11w of citizens on thils reservation
18 cono idered. for the prpose of mining md other branches of business
connectod therewith o d the conseqicnt necessity that they be permitted
to have accessable depots for obteining supplles, (if all permitted
to be on the reserve) it is simple c-m:on sense law and equlty that
under the peculiar snd momalous condition of affalirs that exist here
thot fecilitles for trade should be given to such citizens who prExm
posse s the re- lr ments snd are willing to comply ancd obey the
restrictions that the law imposes on licénsed tredevs. *he care with
wh! h responsible and proper persons cen obtein such licenses would
naturally throw the trading element in the hands of such citigens as
would not only have a pecuniéry hut a =morsl interest in maintaliling
the lawa and peesce of the &ndian country ai the full force of such interest
would o directed to that end.

Underth:is view of the cruese Ithought it wmy duty to grant ttreding
licenses to such as applied and executed their bomds sccordi g to
law wnich I have done to the number of seven. :he said licenses,
appliceti-ns and bonds I trensmit this day through your office to the
Vommiss ioner of ing, 4f7s for his apnrovel or disaoprovel. “ome of the
parties to wiom lic nses thus grented, desired tha£ I should assim
4o them a specific trect of land on the site of Le.iston for the
purpose of their trede, upon their selection of particular sites I mace
such & sigament until the license of the c¢ mmissioner of Ind. #f’s,

was had thereons
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The only further action that I have taiken concerning the settlement
at Lewiston wos to make on the 16th Yept. last a requisition on Maj.
Steen commdr. Fy, “alla walla for a detachment of troops, end @&
similar requisit on on the 23rd !ovember on Lt. “Yol. Lec, com dy. Pte
Walla ¥alla to preserve the laws of the !nited States snd prevent
infractions of the trenty of the United Staetes with the ez Perce

nation, Teither of tiese requisiti ns have been sup-lied, Xikso in my
letier to ou of the 16th Sept, 1 invitéd your aid to precure troops

for this reservetion. Without the presence of troops it is impossible
to enforce the B ws of the United Stat s on this Meserve, *he town of
Levwiston will be bullt despite the lsws and proclumations of officors,

the rivers and strerms will be cut up with ‘erries, squatters wll:'uéttle
doun on every part of arable land, the femces of the Indians +1ll1l be
burdd for fire wood by travells s, their hiorses and cuttle will
be stolen without redress, whiskey is and will be sold tothem without an
effort at counceelment end tle Indisns vill be overresched,
plundered and destroyedand but but one defence, thet of tek ing up arms
for their verg'exiétance. If my first requisition for troops had

been {rnished the moral influence of their presence here would
have been sufflcient to keep d 1 the current violations in check,
but from the st rt the law breskers have got by such absence during

the winter , it will tske at le .t half a regiment tobe as

efficient in the spring coming as helf a c mpany wxid would bhe now,

I trust thgt the reasong herein given for issuing licenses to
trade cn this reserve will prove satis{' gtory to you srxdxhkmixyom and
that you w:1ll cooperate wlth me in the policy of reguiring all
trrde onthis reservation, at le at outside of the mining limits and esp
ecia ly in the nelghborhoods whoere the Indlans reside, to be done

according to law, :ery Boap ctfully,your obte svt, Chas, Hutchins

to B.F. K'ndall, supte ‘nd. #ffs, Olympia,



FP1le Micropconies of Records of t he National Archives: No. 5
Rol1l 23

Records of the Washington Superintendency of Indian Affairs,
1853-1874
Miscelleneous Letters fecelved August 22, 1853-April
9,1861. The Yational Archives. Yashington: 1945

On this roll are reproduced the letters received f rom Isaasc I.
Stevens, Governor and ex-officio Superintendent of indian Aff@irs of
Washington Territory, and the letters relatlive to “ashington erritory
recelved from James &, Nesmith and the Reverand Edward R, Geary,
superintendrnts of Indian Affairs for Opegon and Fashington,from
writers other than the Commissioner of Indlan 2ffairs and officials or
other employees of the Superintendency assigned to its locsl jurisdictions
August 22, 1853 -April 9, 1861,

Most of the letters asre from the Superintendent of Inéian Affairs
for Oregon (before June 1857), from officers of the United States
Az'my ammd the "ashington “erritorial Volunteers, from applicants for
employment , from friends or enemies of such applicants, and from
cltizens presenting claims, complaints or sugcestims.

sesseince the letters reproduced on this roll ere not numbered,
they may be cited by writer and date, as follows: National
“pchives, _ecords of the “ashington Superintendency of Indian
Affairs, Letters received (miscellaneous), John Doe to Superintendent,
Hgy 1, 1855



“aghington Superintendency. Miscellaneous Letters Rec'd. No. 5, Roll 28

Application for licence to Uov. Isamc I. Stevens of Washington
?erritory to trade with the Flathead and Pend d'Orille Indians in the
St Maery's Valley and the Coeur d'Alene and “pokane Indians on “pokane
R1ver hereby makes application to you for a license to trade with
the tribes aforessid. Tgx Heproposes to employ a capital of four

F

thousand dollars and the following men, Francois ‘ader, naptiste Umkxo

v

Lolo as laborers., Fort Owen, St. Mary's ‘alley W.T, (% ) B, Owen,

Sept. 29, 1852 (Sic)

(Copy of license tete. to W,B. Owen, 5. Mary's Valley, Oct 1, 1853

( sic)



Washington Supsrintendency,letters received, no. 5, rocll 23

Be it known that (Mas?) B. Owen at St.Mary's valley having filed
his application before me for a licensce to t rade with the Flathead
encPend Orille Indiens in the St. Mary's Valley and the Coeur d'Alene
an bpokane Indians on the Spokane River and having executed and filed
with me a bond in the finel sum of five thousand dollars with D,L.
Arnold and (W or L) B, Lander as sureties conditioned as required by
law for the failthfull! performance ofall the laws smnd regula tions fxmm
provided of hhe government , of trade and intercourse with the Indisan
tribes and reposing especial trust and confldence in the pabriotism
humanity and correct business habits of the said applicant and being
satisfied the he is a citizen of the U, States as required by law
he 1s authorized to carry on the business of trading with the saild
tribes of Flatheads “end 4 Orilles, Coeur d'Aline and Spokane
Indians for the term of one year from the date hereof and to keep in
his employ the followrdng named persons or any of them in the capaclities
affixed totheir wnames, respectively viz Francois Fader, “aptiste and
1o Lo laborers all of which persons I am satisfied from my own
knowledge or from testimonlals which have bren placed in my hands susbaln
& fair chaeracter and are fit persons to be in the Indian country.
Given under my hand and sesl this first day of October, eighteen

hundred & fifty three. Fort Owen St, Mary's Valley W.T,
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“ashington Superintendency, Miscellaneous Letters Bece Noe. 5, Boll 23

Extract of a letter from Supt. Indlan affairs, Oregon ferritory
to the Indian Bureau, Washington “ity, deted July 8,1853

"The at tention of the Depmtment is solicited to the faect that the
46th deg of North Latit ude -the designated boundsory between Oregon and
Washing on Territories, traverses the territories of seversl Indian
tribesy~ the “alls ﬁalkzs, Cayuses, Nez Perces and others east of these,
thus placing a Riffexamk oortion of each tribe In different supsrintent-
encies,

It 1s probable that the grester part of the Cayuse country 1s south of
the territoriel boundery while &x lerge part of thet of the Walla Walla
is north.

The location of the country of the Nez Perces 1is not well ascertained,
some contending that their whole country is north of the 46th
parallel and others that a considerable part 1s on the south slde.
Such instructions from the Department are required as may
present a confliect of jurisdiction in the premises (?) between

the superintendency & that of ﬁash&ngton T

erritory.

The bounderies beturen the Cayuses and the “alla Wallas are not
well defined snd a misunderstanding exists b-tween them and In regard
to a consider-ble tract of country within the 1limits of thé&s territory.
The interposition of the government to adjust the difficulty may be
called for at an searly day.

I would suggest the importance of early negotiations with the

Valla Wallas, Cayuses, Nez Perces, Wascopams end Dgschutes or Fall
Riﬁer Indians for the extinguishment of their titles respectively to
the Territory held by them withiin thelimits of this Territory. This

would secure to uws the country traversed by the route of emigration

and include extensive tracts of country well adapted to pasturage
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and agriculture which already attract notice and will be soon
occunled by our enterprising citigens. The settlement of the

whites there,without the comsent of the Indians, would indkantly
provoke their hosltlity and le-islation to provide for treating with
these tribes on the subjeect of ceding their lands will claim the

early attention of congress,”

Extract of letter of July 8th, 1853 from Supt. Indien Arfairs 0,T.

to Indiesn Bureau Dept. Washington City.



Vashington Suptcy. Letters Rec'd Holl No. 5, No. 23

§ff1ce superintendsnt of Indian
Affairs, “ayton 0,T. Dec.26,1853
Sir:

Your letter of the 7th instant iguiring whether I had recelved
instructions from the Department to act as superintendent of Indian
Affairs in Washington Territory till vour arrival or had received an
of ficial notification of the removal of Mr, Starling from office, has
this day en recelved.

In reply I beg leave to refer you to a letter from the Comnissioner

of Indian #ffairs of <4arch 6,1853, a copy of which I inclose.

You will preceive that I was instructed in sald letter to direct
the precdecessors of the respective appointees to turn over to them
all moneys and other public property in their hands, upon...executing
rxprekinx to them the proper recript therefor,

Mp, xhompson being sbsent in the states and the time of his ar:ival
uncertain endbelieving it conducive to the general interest of Indian
affairs under the authority of discretionary power granted in instructilons
ofthat of fice in regard to changing the designet lon of agents, I assigned
dp, Garrison instosd of Mr, Thomoson to relieve Mr. 5tar11ng as
contemplated in the accompanying letter, Mr, Garrison arcordingly
called upon Mr, 5tarling;, the reslt of which you are &l resdy advised,
He then returned to bhis office for additional instructions but has

subsequently resigned, leaving a vacanty inthat district,

I am sir, very respectfully
your obt., servt,
Joel Palmer
superintendent.,

Tis excellency

I.S. Stevens, Sept, Ind., Affairs,



Washington Suptcy. Miscellsneous Letters Rec'd. No, 5, roll 23

Office “uperintendent of Indim Affairs
Dayton 0.T. Jany. 10th, 1854
Dear sir:
Your letter of the(})instant reques ting such information
83 may be In this of fice In respect to the management of the Indian
tribes inhabiting the confinesof the two territories in particularly
in Both Jurisdicfions , 1s tils cay recelved, and I cheerfully comply
with your request so fer a&s any statistical information desired from the
records can be obtailned,
The reports of Yenersl Lane and Lt. Pert late supt. differ in their
estimates so materlally in regard the numbrical strength of the
Walla Wallas, Nez Perces and Cayuses as to leave tho subject in much
mecertainity and the agent in that district has not yet reported to
this office his estimate of the number of these tribes,
General Lane estimated the "alla Wallas at one thows and, *r.
Dart & one hundred and thirtyl I am at a loss to account for such a
discrepancy since no fatal malady raged in this tribe during the interval
betieen the two ennumerat ions to have so greatly reduced it, and my
impression 1s that while the estimate of Gen, Lane 1s too high , that
of Pr, Yart 1s too low.
The boundary between the “alla “allas and Cayuses is not
well definite but it 1s thought that but a smell part of the territory
of the former, if any, 1s within the limits of this territory.
&N Géneral Lane's report the Wglla Wallas ape sald to possess
the country on the Columbia near Fort ¥alla Walla, “r, Part says
they 1live principally on the waters of ¥alla uwalla river.
My understanding of their b-undary fie derived f rom members of

the tribe in 1848 is as follows:

comncncing on the south slde of the Columbia river a short
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distance above the mouth of the Utille, 1t runs easterly so as
to cross the Walla Walla about ten or twelve miles above Fort Yalla
Walla, thence northeassterly to the Snake river about twenty or twenty
five miles from its mouth, thence dovn said river and across the
Columbia to a point about 20 =niles west of the last named river;t hence
southwesterly to the mouth of the first stream emptylng into the
Columbia on the north side, a little above the mouth of John Day's
river.

In sped inr of the Nez Perces CGen, Lane states that they "1nhab1t a
: larpe portion of ths country on the Snake, Clear Yater end salmon
rivers," gnd he estimates their total number at fifteen hundred., “r.
Dart says"they ocaupy a large tract of country iorth and east o the
cayusea end "ells Walles" eand "are divided into flfteen bands® which
number in all 1880 souls." Their boundariers ds I have understood them
comnenced ~n the south 1de of “nake river at the boundary of th
Wallawallas, thence westerly with that boundary to the Too-shi or Toocannon
river, I am not certain which , thence bythe stream to the Blue
Hountains thence cross ing said mountains diasgonsl 1y to Snake Hiver
about forty milles above the mouth of salmcnriver, thence first in
an easterly direction and then nxmrikexiy northernly crossing “almon
river and Ulear Water or KooKooskile river :othe boundary of the
Paloosies who inhabit the country in the fork of “nake and Columbia
rivers; thence upon t he boundary of the last named tribe westerly to
Snake river ten or twelve m‘les below the Red Woolf's grounds which
1s about two mliles below the Fluted Rocks.®s to their numbers I do
not think %en, Lane's estimate sufficiently h’gh. Their principal
villages are south of Snake and Kooskooskie rivers, The krrest
bend perhaps is known as E11i's band, thll his death their heed

chief, reside on Sgl mon river. It 's understood thet the Nez Porces and

Cayuses claim jointly the Grande REde s Dut nelther tribe has unless
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recently made any permanent settlement there. My knowle dge of the
count¥y is not sufficient to warrant me k& in saying whet portion, 1if
any, of the ez Perces are within the limits of this territory, nor
how much of the cout ry claimed by them lles within our boundsaries,

In describing the country of the Cayuses Gen. Lane says "The
Cayuse Indilans inhabit the country from the foot of the Blue Mounteins
to within twenty five miles of “alla Walla" (meaning I presume the
Hudson's Bay Co's Fort)"This band consists of about eight hundred" Lt.,
Dart says the"cayuses occupylnp the country south and east 8f the
Walls Wallas number cme hundred and twenty six,"

I have understood thelr boundaries to be as follows, comuencing
on the left bank of the Codumbia river near the mouth of Willow Creek
thence up the river to the boundsry of the ¥"alla Wallaws, near the mouth
of Utilla river, thence easterly to the Too-she, or the Too cennon(not
certain which) themx the wes'ermn boundary of the ez Perces; thencs
easterly with the boundary of thst tribe to the sumgmit of the
2"'lue Mountains; thence southerly along sald range to the heed waters
of the northern branch of John “ay's river and thence in a direct
line to the mouth of “illow creek. Of the number of this tribe
I cennot speak definitely as no return is yet recelved of the census
I ordered to be made. The Cayuses and the lower bends of the Nes
Perces are closely united by intermarriage and identity of interests,
but with the upper bands ofthat tribes they, though at peace with them
nikwxkhninkx§2x2x®) are not on the mst cordial terms

In reply to your inqury as to my views respecting the future
government of these tribes f would sugzest that in as much as
they have heretofore been embraced in one agency and as their
Interests are so nesrly 1ldenticel, they continue under the supervision
of one agent untll the polley of the government be fully established in
regird to the mansgement of the Indiantribes inhabiting the western
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coast and thelir permanent locetlon fixed by tresty stipulations,

An exception may however EE with propriety be made in c:se of those of
the Walla Vigllax tribe inhabiting the country in the imre diate vicinity
of the Yakamas, provided the consent of Yellow Serpent the head chief
cen be obtained which 1s somewhat doubtful, eas he 1s a man exceedingly

teémacious of his rights, and withael a man of influence and strongly
attached to the Americans. In all the difficulties heretofore between
the whites and Indians in t hat region he has uniformly b een frimmds
found acting so far a3 his position in relation to the Hudson's
Bay Company would permit on the side of the Americans., I refer to
this as I am aware that Interested parties have for t!is cause,
endemgvored to lessen his strength and Iimportance and transfer it to
others less friendly and over whem Influence adverse to American interests
can Eme be cxerted.

I have recommended In my letters to the Indian bepartment the
early extingulshment of Indlan titlke to 211 the lands belonging
to these threc tximx tribes lylng within this #kx territory as a
méasure Important to the preservetion of pesce. The usually travell d
rmrke immigrant road from the Atlantic “tates to this territory
passes directly through the country o/'cupied by the Cayuses , much
of which 1s also of that of the Nez ‘erces and Walla Wallas, possess
such attractions as an egricultursl end grazing country as to render
it 1mpmsslimpracticable much longer to restrain our enterprising
citizens from its occupation, I have also sugrested that a strip of
country on each side of the emigrant road be purchased at an early
day end the Indians removed from it sufficiently broad to place
the immigrant effectually beyond denger of annoyances from the savages
end thekx mikexx thus prepare the way for a continuous chain of
settlements whrever the country 1s susciptible of it , from the

R cky ¥Mxmtmixx Mountains to this valley. As I confidentally expect Cog
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congress at this session to a thorize Tresties for the extinguishment
of title to their lands with the tribes in }iddle Oregon, I would
sugrest 1t as best to make no change in the management of thece
tribes t1ll1 the actlon of congress is known,
The Nez Perces hnave long desired the residence of an agent among
them; the distance from their extreme esstern settlements to the
Agency on Utilla 1is not less than two hundred miles, hence it mayb e ne
necessary km ultimately to establish an agency or sub agency among the
Upper Nez Perces,
The Hez Perces are at present without a heed chlef, and it is possible
they may be induced to Emmt divide so to place &ll on the North aide
‘of the Snake and Koos Kooskie rivers in a separate agency embracing
all the country between these streams *he “pokane and Columbia Rivers,
The orgenization of the Was'inzton Territory end the great
adventages held o t to settlers will undoubtedly induce emigrants to
seek & more direct and better route to the settlements than the circuitous
and tedious old wagon road to Walla Walla, One of these routes will
probably lesve the old road at Fort Boise and by continding down the
north side of “neke river through the settlement of the llez Perces
on “slmon river cross to the ®pokane or pass by a more direct route
over the Spokaﬂe plains to the Cco'umbla, the former however would most
likely be taken as settlements will I doubt not, soon be formed on the
Spokenes Snother route will probably leave the o0ld road as f ar back as
Fort “all md by a psess through *almon giver mountains errive at the
waters of Salmon rilver and thence to the KooKooskle and descending
that stream tc a convenlent point pars to the head qaters of the
Spokane. Explorations in that part of the countyy during the caning
spring and summer might enable us to act more understandaebly in the
establishment of agerncies and determirne the localilties in

which to colonize the Indien tribes should that policy be adopted



the government.

The rank of the Incumbent at Ymia Utilla 1s thet of & full agent
The agency bulldings erectedby direction of my predecessor cost over
three thousend dollarsy i1t & a mere shell and the only advantage
ia 1its 1location 18 its being on the thoroughfare of emigretion,

“hould the three tkibes spoken of be assigned to one agency the
agent's rcsidence should be as far easst as the Tookannon or ?Bmzhxx
Tooshi

I regard 1t of little consequence unddrw hich superintendency the
agency 18 established , mayhe placed and as it 18 believed the
largest of these tribes resides in Yash ngton Territory it would
probably be better to place 1t under your jurisdiction, It is
proper to say that the e tribes are sufficiently distinct tobe treated
withal (?) separately 1f it be found desirable to do so.

?he agency &t Utilla 1s the only one in the Middle and Upper
Orecon.,
I enclose you an extract from my letter to the Department of the
8th inst. last on the subject of boundary between the two
Territories add that of entering i1 to tresties with the Indians of
middle Orecgon,
I am 8ir, very respectfully
Your obte servant

Joel Palmer

Supt. Ind. Affairs
5 his axcellency
I.I. Stevens, Yov. “n, Territory.
Ex-off % supt. Ind, #ffairs,

Olympia, W.T,
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Lot
Was”Ington Supt'cy. #4scellaneous Letters R

ec'd. No, 5, Roll 23
vancouver Pty
Feb, 27, 1854
Dear Uov:

Spokan Gerry comes to my quarters--we of cowrse had long
talk respecting his tribe, hils neizhbors and the SBlackfeet Indiens,
his enemies, I was glad to learn from him that every femily of his
tribe had a farm--and that many of the tribes around him were getting
on the same way--and that there was a general feceling smong them all
for a mill to grind their wheat and to save them the dist nce and the
delay dependant upon Fort Colville. Now they are willing, each man,
to rut iIn a horse towsrd the bullding of one. *his ... shaws & very
strong want and sxmpiiexkimsm sppreciastion of its usefulness., Now thst
those lmmense herds of buffeloe that once loaded the immense prairies
have melted away to & few smel 1l bands & that even these meagre relicks
of the once apparently never ending herds will soon also have disappeared
would it not be a perfect god send to encourage them in this happy and
fortunate view they now teke of their approaching destruction., Indeed
Yovernor this is a subject worthy v w most determined efforts & I
do hove you w!ll make the effort.

Yours truly
B,L.7. Bonneville

‘nd, Affairs Yol. Bonneville Vancouver, Zev. 27, 54. 111 for Spokanes
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washington Supt'ey. M1scelleneous Letters Rec'd. No. 5, foll 23
Steilacoom, June 8th, 1854
Hon ¢.H. Uaeson
Supt. of Indian Affairs
Sir:

The vearer Seelbp loaned a horse a few days since and the horse
was brot to this place and sold. I have recovered the horse for him. He
wants his pay for damages, I ha'e referred hlm to you or Mr, Simmons,

Seelip has been four days looking for h's horse.
A son of the Rev, Hr, Roberts m£ at 9lympia 1s the person
who sold the horse,
Yours

Henry C. Wilson
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Washington “uptey. Miscellaneous Letters fec'd. No. 5, Roll 23

Gov Stevens:
Sir: At a large meeting of inhabitants of Ciarke county the following
r solution was adopted--
Wpereas Gov. Stevens has notified the Hudson's Bay Company that their
trade with the indians will cesse after July lst, 1854, therefore
Hosolved that he be requested to enforce the laws governing
Indien intercourse,
Mancouver, Dec. 16th, 1854
Levi Douthit, chairnan .

M.R, Hathaway, secy.

The proceedings of said meeting will be forwarded to the Pioncer
& Democrat where you will probably see them in full with the
above exception.
very respectfully
i, R. Fathaway
Gov. I.I. Stevens, Olympis W,T,
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washington Suptey. Miscellaneous Letters Rec'd.

No, 5, Roll 23

Fort Vancouver, W.ty.
Feby. 7th, 1855
My dear governor:
Samuel Smith recently discharzed as Qr. master sergeant
of my regiment 1s anxious to Join your expedition in the spring.
llg 18 a trustworthy intelligent person end one whom I know thet you
would be pleased with. éeing 8 yoing man, an Americen and full of
activity, I feel certain that he will biEm¥x do justice to any posit ion
that you may place him in,
Trusting thatyou family are restored in health, I am
Yours falthfully

H.,D. Wallen

Gov., I. Stevens,

Vashington Territory



Click Relsnder
Washington Syptey. Miscellaneous Letters Rectd, No, 5, roll 23

Sascades, Feby. 17,1855
Gove I,I. Stevens:
My dear sir:
I resched this place yesterday and shall leave
here tomorrow morning early with all my party and freight for the
Dalles, arriving there tamorrow night end remaining there one day only,
pushing on Into the Yekama country, lesving some nen at the Pai11es to
forward the freight.
My freight has been taken through from Portland to the Palles at
¥40 per tow. You will save time and expense by shipping yowr
freight to Mrﬁ. Chenowth & Seymour at thils place who will carry it
throuzh to the Dalles at ¥25 per kXaw ton from the lower Cascades
landing. There 1n yo (sic) you mow Mr, § eymour is a gentlemen
& this 1s the b st reute for freight undoubtedly.
My maps, pappers etc. have been sent from Vancouver. I shal
write you fully from Walle Wella & the Palles & meanwhlle, am respectfully
etce

James Doty
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Washington Suptey. #Biscellaneous Letters Rec'd. No, 5, Ro11 23

Fort Vancouver, %,T,
March 3, 1855
Iseac I. Stevens, cov.
Supt. Indian Affeirs ¥, T,
O4r:
Your letter of the 22nd inst. in regard to the
recepnit “ storage of Indlan goods has been received.

The goods have arrived as per bill of lading and endorsement made
therein snd returned to s hipper,

The goods have been carefully stared 1n the store house of the
Hydson's Bay Wharf en d awalt your orders in charge of my former
clerk, C+A, Eastman and who will remain at this post,

S am sir
very respectfully

Your obt. servt,

Thomas L. Brant, captain,





