N
L= = Me hes taken us and thrown us out of our country in a strange

land in a place where its people do not even have enough to eat.
[ - Y

now we know perfectly the heart of the Americans.

They hanged us without knowing if we a e right or wrong; but they have
never killed or hanged one Americen,though there 1s no pléce where an
American has not killed savageS..e

"You want us to die of famine, little by 1little. It 1is better for us
to die at once,

"It is your governor who wanted war.

"However the war waes not going to start so soon but the Americans
who were golng to the mines havinz shot some savages because they did not
want to give them their wives, we have taken the care of defending
ourselves.

"Then came Mr. Bolon who insulted us, threatened us with war and death...

"Tf we lose, the men who keep the camp In which are our wives and

children, will kill them rsther than see them fall into the hands of the
Americans. For we have heart and respect ourselves..."
ldhether by deliberate and ironic iNt ention or &=m coincidence; Mg jor
Gabriel J. Eains,maammﬁndiﬁgxbr&apﬂbzn/tk¥}¢e&dg wrote a reply on
November 13, 1855 from "Headquarters of the Yakima Expedition," the
Antanum Mission itself, November 13,1855,
o mak r

das e r NIt e~ Id e TTe—a Diecen oA Laody

"We will not be quiet, but will war forever until not a Yakima

Rive
breathes in the land he calls his own. The\!ieg/only we will let retailn

this name to show that here the fakimas once lived.



" the Walla Walla and a signer of the treaty with the Walls Walla,gfayuse,

N

gave you

"The treaty

too much for your lands, which are most of all worthless tqmne white man,
"s..My kind advice to you ggm , as you will see, is to s catter your-

selves amppg the Indian tribes more peaceable, and there foreget you ever
A ) v 0@ »?
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a
hostilites

At the outset of thM(ﬁajor GBranville 0, Haller marched conf idently

a

out from The Dalles, most of his troops mounted on mules. They rode

; Unex pecfedl
north, sixty-five miles across the Simcoe Mountains, and were conf'ronted

by Kemlakin's warriors on "Top-nish" éreek.
Haller took along a mounted howitzer which he believed would strike

terror into Indien hearts. But the Yeskimas' love for their homes GUAldim €

wEsded the howltzer's boomlng volce.
Haller was routed so he retreated , abandoning the howitzer and
other equipage.
The "10st howitzer" became an unseen monument, more enduring
than any shaft of granitey heosnse/Simpat b represeadss

The legend has persisted , even though Spmunniatbndar Colonel Wright
recovered it and took it to The Dalles,

Haller's defeat brought concentrations of United States troops and
‘_’olunteersA whoremploying superior fire power, terminated hostilities
gﬁiﬂ&gﬁ Wfééht'; campalgn, September 17,1858,

But before this there was a campaign into the Yakima Velley and
the battle at Twin Buttes whose old name was Pah Hu Ta Quit (M(GAP
) , logeded—iust below presest Union Gap,
It was during this perlod that Fort Simcoe was built to protect

I Ve g
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the Indians from the overanxious settlers and as a military depot.

[

The death of the Walls Walla chief, Peo Peo Mox Mox, head chilef of

and Umatilla et the time of the Yakima Tresty, came in for singular b

)

s

2Cas
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-



<Y+
documentation. He was killed by the Volunteers who were holding him

under a flag of truce.,
Wpiting from Folville to Stevens on Yanuary 27,1855, A, Mcronald
sald:.

"The most unrelenting barbarities are told here of your volunteers. 'Tis
saiﬁ they murdered Serpent Jaune (Peo #leo Mox Mox or Yellow Bird), scalped
and skinned him, turned his skin into razor straps, disinterred him after
burying him, then cut off his ears--preserved in liquor of which an
American officer drank afterwards by accident. If this 1s true , as
an historicsl fact 'tls worth salting to show our progress,"

The *reaty with the Yakimg?;as not ratified until March 8,1859, &zl
Ves_nrecisimed_Anril 8 _bi\thePrenident+
Cohﬁ?t when the people were brought onto the reserfation, Kamiakin did not
\‘@p//ﬂe and his younger brother, Skloom , were related by merriage to the

treaty chief, Owhi, the father of the uncontrollable, reckless warrior,

Qualchan, who distingulshed himself iIn the battle of "Top-nish “reek."”

against Haller's 100 soldiers.

Owhi surrendered to\ﬁEEiF%{ Wright end wes killed on the “fucen-on River

while sttempting to escape%i*b4ghshwﬁs;petuxning\bowgnnhxﬂail&~wa}la

) had

Qualchan had been executed several days before. He came Into “right's

camp, having been sent for, and was hanged premptorily and without trial



pYere 15 minutes later,

i i b“Lk‘
Owh! was described sevhecwse~wsn in 1853 , as & man of and
ot

stature, a chieftainly personage with s _fresh-glazinaof vwermlilisoovrer

He wore a buckskin shirt trimmed with frlnge.'The ancient and honorsble
: n

tribal mark of chieftainship--otter fur--banded his head. et wmas An

j?kloom was a large, good lookinz individual with striking features, but

wes darker than Kemiakin or Owhil,
_ GLso
Kamiakin hasAbeen described,

squere fece and grave reflecting look,"
Another described him as "a large gloomy looking man with a very long

" o N
and Stronglg_ﬁgrolgj fqa?e'-r/ie JhTANA I i sSLoNT (s8)
Kemiakin spent some of his time in Medicine Valley where his lodge was

bui >
laeiééi beneath a large treey Bht his O

kmas real home was in the Yek ima Valley near the Ahtanum “ission where

he #ad #-werden - noich—he Arrigated. AFS IRRIG a¥ed ;—akdeﬂ‘

Kamiakin was the son ofugj-Yi, a Palouse who lived near Starbuck, close

Cd M

{ :{

to the Nez Perce country. Mis mother was Kah Mash Ni, a Yakima, He had

¥

five wives, being related to Teias through one of them,.ShnGhlow. A1l of . =

A

his sons end daughters have dled excepting the venerable Cleveland ~NAN
, tohe P
Kgmiakin (Peo Peo Ka Ow Not , Bird Talking All Night)asie was born in

1870 MMisePelvime and lives at Nespelem,
While Kamlskin remalred at peace after the war, he shunned the
%_reservation. LUgath could have been his fate at the hands of the scldlers

- overzesl ous settlers as in the cese cof Qualchan, Owhl, Peo Peo Mox Mox}
| ‘, PRustinGly
or of Leschi from west of the(?ascades who surrendered louvgeed—~feith only
i‘\“:

_‘to meeh:violent ends.
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For a time it appeared he might comé\Gn thepreservetion and receive his

pay as chief, $500 a year, but heé did not.,
weote
The agent, ®m Dr, Rr.H. Lansdale, w=t&FEr to Buperintendent Edward R.

Geery from Simcoe in July, 1859, stwdsts i

"It is evident Kamiskin has his misgivings, fearing the whites tmxy

NG o e LD hds

Kamiskin did not come so Lansdale went to Kemiakin in #pril, 1860, a

twelve~day horsebsck journey.

he would be held accountable,

86 Lansdble wetnrnesend recommended the appointment of Spencer of the
Klickitats;as chief and thls was done on July 5.

W.B. Gosnell, sub-Indien sgent who was in charge of the Yakima Agency
in February, 1861, dischar ged “pencer,

Gosnelyjuss also confident that Kamiakin would come onto the
reservation se consulted the chief's wife, SanChlow, who was sent by
Kamiskin to "ascertain and report to him the »xt conditiom of affairs.,"

"The character off(nmiakin 1s, L am afraid, not em generally understood, "
Yosnell wrote,"Though he went to war, yet his whole éourse was marked
by & nobleness of mind that would have graved the genersl of a civilized
nation, He never harmed the women and children of the settlers, or waylald

the lone traveler, but has been in many instances their protector, "

Skloom died Yebruay 1,1861 in his home not far f rom the agency.

William Kapus, acCting Indian agent, sent a message to Kﬁmiakin on

March 21,1861%

...l want to see you on your own land and among vour own people, I have



S
kept vour garden for you...you ought to come for your people —have no
J)
chief now and you know that a people without a chief cannot 1live long.
t :
o . mas §8)
White Swan glectcd chier OF The YaKimmas
= - still Kamlaekin refused to return and the Yakimas had no hesad chief,
Lt was not until the time of the agent, the Rev., James H. Wilbur that a
chief was elected and “hite Swan was chosen by the hesd men who cast
colored ribbons to,show their preference.,
Wwhite Siwan'’s :
After ¥® death the Rev, Stwire G. Waters was elected head chief of the

Confederated Yakima Tribes and he died in 1923 or 13 years later,
| \“Q;;gfﬂﬁdij
The greatest of the chiefs, Nﬁmiakin, whose power with the

Seasows ;
3 was € old and disillusioned wem when he wasted away in

a8 log cabin gtk
ﬂi/hefﬂtana, He dled in his insecure sanctuary in 1877 at fock Lake, called
Tehk Lite, southwest of Spokane Juithe\ hameland\ o\ nis Aethor.,

Yle was visited in the fall of 1870 by W.P. Winans, who rode down f rom
Colville ]Qeservation to deliver twenty bales or 600 blankets,: his due
under the treaty,

"He 1listened silently to all I had to say," said %inans. "Then he arose ,
stending erect with his left arm extended, pointing with his right
hand to the r agged sleeve of his gray woolen shirt,

W
c"Se;e,']; am a poor man, but too rich to recetive anything from the

United ®tates, 'he said "

Seo #inans took the blankets back to Colville and 4% tributed them to
the needy.

Within two years the settlers crowded around Kamiskin's camp and
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e ONE-HUNDRED YFARS OF HERITAGE e Ll

A haritage born one-hundred years ago when the tresty makers assembled

in a cotton ood grove at Walls Walla is a preclous possession of the Yakima§.
They had/one heritage so old that no one knows when 1t was born. It was

a heritage pf & religion that recognized a Creator who gave 1life to.the

Miﬁnp%h“ﬂﬁﬁfits poasessions. fVO“D

1 The i
~ (iie Breaty of 1855 has matured into a heritage for #ees® living and ¥t

unborn,
The
‘he wise old chiefs with\a/power b&-ﬂ__ﬁgsm gifted leaders, realized
that @ future 1life must chapge fer—thelrneopte when the unwanted treaty

was thbust upon them., it was ratified by the “enate, the president
proclaimed 1ts—esdsbewse and it became the law, Grandfathers clinging to
the old ways, and the young people struggling to learn the new, held it
in solemn and highest respect.
arrival
7he wrltten history of all tribes commenced with the s@vest of the —
Eyropeans « taniitorth Amerses, Of the earlier, the Pre-Columbian era, oﬁly /.

fragmentary tales survive the dim mists of %te unrecoverable\years.d?o

the Indian story ?Pcame the »exy his tory of America<hhreughkébﬂ%#§aiag

‘rhaf
The Europeans foundpthe origimal Iinhabitants possessed sribal gove mments

and were self sustaining. Many conceptions of a Creator flowed f rom their
worshlips. iJ-‘hey had a faith that death is not the end. It was not unsimilar
to the belief in %Bman hesrts today wherever there are men free to worship.
It was a faitha:ei‘:xtgmixed sa=eeady with nature huhd-ﬁ has never been

uprocoted,

. B
“hen trcaty making f#est began_ the occupants were peaceful, u‘ﬂéﬂ the

»
R et
- estwardly migration ' the tribes

defend
' ppes==®e their homes. The Yakima, being human, were no different.




All this had a beginning,

As early as the Revolutionary VWar provincial assemblies considered Indian
affairs and the Continental Congress appointed a committee to "secure
and preserve the friendship of the Indian Nations," # :
Fhatam afeairsrere e 232 en— ao-tegs e 7 Benjamin

Franklin and Patrick Henry were members.,

in 1606 the London Virqinla Company instructdd its colonists :"In all
your passage you must have great care not to offend the naturals..."
And when Harvard Pollege wss charted in 1650 it was for ' educatlon of ye
English and Iﬁdian youths:dﬂmwhweuoaunﬁvg'in knowledge and Godlyness,"

Although the Fresty with the Yakima Yation is just 100 years old, the
first fesmmi—rewiy In thls country was with the Yelawares, 177 years ago,

Commissioners were appointed In 1783 to treet with Indian nations and
the system persisted until 1869 with the result that 360 treaties were
made before Congress terminated the power in 1871, substituting a
“wardship" policy.lﬁgservations were crezted by emecutive order, authority

of Congress and by treaty or agreemnt. They became small domains within

the states., One~doenmenbtstubesr*Neitierthe lends, bridines, skecks,
QLRPL_ M\ LadL OB AN reRcrTabiomd e Tup jett to—taxatfon el
Lanct

The process of extingulshing,title $eeesiathedamd was outlined under
the Articles of Confederation (September 22,1783) which "...do hereby
prohibit sx d forbid all persons from meking settlements on lands inhabited
or claimed by Indians.e."

When the YWar Department was crested Aygust 77,1789, supervision of Indian
affairs was left to theF?‘%%x}eE%r y%?s??ghcf? nomedd @

With the dawning of migration, Congress crested sn officer for the
Indian Service, July 9,1832, naming Fhomas L, McKenny commissioner. The
orcanization of the Department of Indian Affairs was effected by the act
of June 30,1834, The Department of the Interior was cre ted on March 3,

1849, and Indian affalirs were transferred from millitary to civil control.
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Previous to 1871 there were 1,000 aaws concerning Indians but sénqn-gmfﬂ?-?

tiwen the complexity of we=msgs 4,000 were added. 4~
When Uylsses Grant became pres ident, March 4,1869, he appointed a board {%é

<

N o

of Indian commissioners and Inaugurated e#E® new policies, many no dowt

originating when he was a young officer at Fort Vancouver(mw&xbpadedain/theg

A e M1TE\ Vat leys

By 1890,allotments on definite areas tended to destroy the reservations,

[

e

education of the people was stressed, and reservation Indians were enlisted |

e

“}
ﬁ'.
o~
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-
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as soldiers. Impoverishment was one result of the Enrcllment Act, \!

\

The residue of lend on some reservations was sold to the government‘bvd‘ﬂw”

sposed of to settlers.,

g Such
LPy June 30,1890, surrendered land amounted to 17,400,000 acres.
Dur ing this critical period, although opening of the Yakima and

: Umﬁtilla Teservatlions were frequently sought the treatios ramained inviolate.

Roornim . F P LY 1. o
200,000

Ths ¥Qgiq§.@ncaty created & reservation of approximately,_.,.__‘t

acres or 1,233 square miles of farming snd grazing land, forests, streasms

end lakes, mmit set aside for the 14 orliginal tribes or bands for "as long

as the mountain stands and the river flows. It has now shrunk to sbout

1,121,000 acres,

The comparatively small area was recelved for ceded territory estimated
at 16,920 square miles of land or 10,828, ZBO acres, sesides there were ’1\
L
promises, weakening with the years, that the government would protect “;

the people, e ducate them to a new life, provide them with farming equipment, Qi

hospitalize their 111 and infirm, and forever offer guardianship. |3
LHLLIm and lorever oller guaralansnilp., ; -
4 ]

Treaty making moved from east to west with the sung | S
The Organic bgws of Oregon Territory, adopted August 14,1845, and i ?;°
embrecing what is now the state of Washington prescribed thet the ' utmost \ :;'
good falth shall always be observed towards the Indians, their lends and i %:
property shall never be taken from them without their consent...but laws i (j
LR

founded 1In justice and humenity shall from time to time be made for

(/r
\'\



preventing injustice."
The Crgmnic Act cresting "ashington Territory was passed darch 2,

i

reaty with “

1853, The northernmost line was determined by the Ypoat

Britain which established a boundery wetween this—comboy-and-the British
begsessrons or the Forty-Ninth degree of Horth latitude.

o while it was mot.until NYovember 11,1889 , that the Ferritory was
admitted to the Union, the pre-treasty impact of migrastion and Lndien
deéalings in the Oregon country wsas germina ting,fvomerstrdni seeds

'_"Vhe act that established the territorial gove mment of Oregon, January
29,1847 also declared:"Nothing Me=iiriz=set shall beconstrued to impair the

richts of persons or property now pertaining to the Indians in said
i

gL
territory, &=

The path of migration first led south of tke Columbia River, leaving
Sheteteen=40 the north untouched for a time,

Ynere is no parallel of so many people travelling over such a distance
excepting that of the conquering Mongols- as that of the movement over
the Oregon frail which eventually brought about the tresty.

This 1s the Sesquicentennial of the year that Lewis and Clark «guesf

traversed a part of thextrai-l. Mmmmw
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Qﬁnts 8oemly related to the trestles,wer formulating, preparing

the seedbed for the Indian war of 1855,and the report of J. Ross Browne,
special Indian agent to the Secretary of the Interior, the rafle 35th Cong.
1st Sess. Executive Yoc. No. 40:

" .elt was a war of destiny--bound to take place...



ZaKiwg oF lands 5 protested  C8J 't

"The history of our Indian wars will show thet the primary cause is

the progress of civilization, #s far back as 1835 the lndians west of the
Rocky Mouhtains protested against the taking away of their lands,"

In 1849 ®amuel B, Thurston went to the Capitol as a delegste from the
Territory of Oregon.'?he result was authorization by Gongress, June
1850, for a commission to treat with tribes west of the Cascades.

Four months later the Donation Lgw stimulated migration, granting single
person{ﬁzo acres of land and married couples 640 acres, Browne sald this
was:"Unwise and impolitic to encourage settlers to take away the lands
of the Indians...Mone of the so called treaties were snything more than
forced agreements,"

The President appointed General John P, CGalnes, governor and
superintendent of lnd1an #ffairs for thejferritory of Oregon; ljeverly S,
Allen, special commissioner, and Alonzo S, Skinner, Indian agent., They
treated with tribes of the “illamette iIn March , 1851, but settlers
who‘occupied land marked for reservations met, protested, and (ongress
d§545222ig£§ﬂ£t ratification,

Up, Anson Dart was appointed superintendent for the ?brritory, recelving
instructions from Commissioner Luke Lea that 1t was the "object of the
government to extinguish the title ofwtbredmdiunmtgralirland west ef ke

Vascae Wonnbatas and if possible provide for the removal of the whole

from the west to the east of the mountains,"

Dgrt, communicating with Elias Wampole at Oregon Cilty, July 21,1850,

instructed him to locate on the "Utilla River at what is called the

lower crossing of the Fmigrant Road in the country claimed by the “ayuses

0% S o s e
Tos sawe~guperiatandegt~adriznd advanced miscenceptions . long

persistent.. s ConcCeplions,
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"The agents under your supervision will find Christian mlssionariles
engaged In extending the blessings of Christianity to sn Iignorant and
idolatrous people and of civilizing and humanizing the wild and ferocious

SaVaZE e e e e

The interior tribes Verebsginminabe fanlbhgsifectnofemigratton
apduQﬁB&Aga£5xm6a~tﬁb~c6hmissienap’bha%*thaftniﬁaﬁ "had become alarmed at

re port that the government Intended to remove all Indians west of the

Cascede Mountalns and locate them among the tribes east of those mountains

ar
& promised to meet them at The Dalles.
Dart left Oregon Clty, May 30,aboard the river boat Lot "hitcomb
and reached The Palles June 2. *here he promised that there would be no
removals o6f tribes without their consent and the land would not be taken

 feeem—iizem without "a fair and just equivalent."

- Ve ; i
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The first indicstion that treaties might be made with tribes east of
the “Yascades was November 28,1852, addwmas—wenbasime? Iin a letter swst

by Captain ﬁenjamin 'Alverd of the Fourth Infantry, commending at Fort
Dalles.
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sersrermont~Nn—<{he Ballog rejieon, Later heegﬁr@% to Major Genersl

D, Townsend at “an Francisco, the headquaeters for the Pacific, pointing

; "
out his opinion of "entering as soon as practicable into treaties,..t
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Foolhalds in The 7 [nTeRLoR @ Q85
Théat winter footholds were being established in the Walla Walla

Valley. L. Brooke and t":r'am:-;gge C. Bromford applled for a license to t rade and

to locate at the headgaters of the “alls Walla River or "in the wicinity

g 74
of the old “hitman Mission, YerargponthePs; T nameef ear immbdeing

And Mmmmth one of the participants in the Treaty at

JoelL Palmer,
wWalla Walla;m who negotiated the Treaty with the ‘rives of Middle
Oregon, June 25,1855, was notified by Commissioner Lea that he was

‘appointed superintendent of tribes in Or gon. Bewas_JeedPalmary
L5 Tsaac L Stevews,
Not long afterwards @MWWWM

was following a trail t hat eventually led to the Council grounds.

t.f/;”f a ¢

Sreveps o
(2 =

\ Governer “SEEe=E, Stevens, who had been order=d to explore a route
"N ifor a railway , Ws Sooweaaxd wrote that he would be unable to reach
3~ ' the terriTory before August. His oath as governor was signed on Mgrch 21

1853, .
\dftenflon Lwas
lne smme SumvneM irw east of the ascades where the

iakima chief, K‘amiakin lived.
Yeorge B McYlellan, who later became general of the Army, writing

(Wenas) August 22,1853, while surveying,

from his cemp on the "I ‘u'ee-nass
thdbivubry, also indicated that t reaty plans were then under consideration

P Marial o Ve paoh e
" ' a8 (¢
The bearer, Kamalacan he wrote, 1s the head chief of sall the

-

Yakima Indlans. He 1s by far the richest and most influential chief Jda.

>7

ﬂe jmpact OF gqﬁl.emwr was Q(Rcady (oewy Felt
east of the Cascades,

u
William Chinook, who had served with Brevet Vaptain J.C. Fremont en~oue

wRote

Mmm@\wphmmmymmm from "Wasc@alles of Columbla,
November 5,1853" to Supsrintsrient Palmer, swszh

", ..%s are tormented almost every day by the white people who desire



o &0

to settle on our lands and )&
gerdensAthey wish to take possession of the very Spots We OCCUDPYess
X "Now we wish to know whether t his is the law of the white man or the

3
L,dian. Lf 1t is the land of the white man, when did they buy it?

.

_ poR |
R.R. Thompson, indian agent bk*middle Oregon resided at Ehe Dalles
s reDresthied the—4@tx Doople ~thore,

i oy j‘
@mi]i‘bary station w—% was garrisoned by two companles of

thejl F{"ourth Infantry, 53 men, commanded by Major Gabriel fains whose path
alR
wasyto cross that of Kamiakin ndnxore wape Lheona.e

The House of Representatives convened at Olympla, February 27,1854, on

the day designated by Stevens' proclamation of November 28,1853. There
were then 10,000 Endians in the territory "in about equal proportions
sast and west of the Vascades. " The non-Indian population was less than
four thousand, —Peete——E ) :
‘ “e" yas Lafer d/wﬂﬂed),
Among those entitled to vote from Clarke County [the offimtw—sgarrimy
MWWMM was A.J. Bolon who was named to the territory's
first Indisn Affairs committee. Stevens told the Yakim;,that he would
appoint Bolon thelr agent, It was Bolon's violent death imtthre Lekima
¢dmobry at Wahk Shum in the Simcoe Mountains that ignited the confllct.

Stevens  a-his-Messege botheLomedl stated:"I will recommend

memorallizing Gongress to pass a law authorizing the President to open
it

negotiations with the Indians east of the Bas cadesloproyidentov-the
datAnmuiehaens o \thetithe g thetM\laids

B'olon was not appointed specilal agent for Washington Territory until
Mareh 17,1854, but he wrote to Stewns at Olympia the previous month
recommending that the wvalley "mear the first cemp of McAllister
(James McAlister) after leaving the lakima fiver is a suitable place
for timber for bullding."

That September Palmer appointed “athan Olney special agent for
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Indian tribes in Oregon, while Olney was living at "Wascopam" Wasco

County , the present Dalles, and revealed that Palmer contemplated

entering into treaties with all tribes in Oregon" for the purchase of

their country," Bolow V,f;/fs '\jak’imas @

Bolon submitted an annual report for 1854 to Stevens for the Central

Histrict" comprised between the &ascade and Bitter Root Mountains,"

He wrote:"I directed my attention in the first place to the Yakamas,
Of the five influential chiefs I succeeded in seeing but three, Shawawai
(Shawaway), Skloom and Teias, Owhi, the brcther of the last was in the

buffalo country and Kamlyakan, the most Important of all was not to be

/ found., QA \paesiak - with Iim(Siawawdd) I offered some small payments,

Hig people gladly accepted but Shawawal declined saying that he had been

advise% not to take any presents as 1t would create a lien on their
¥

lands. Phe

Bolon went to the Ahtanum mission to talk to Samiskin but that chief

was In the mountqins. He wrote "they will consent to dispose of the great
part of their land. ‘hey raise a little corn and some melons and amsmws
pumpkins but chiefly potatoes and peas. Of the former I think they

must have about 15,000 bushels. Shawawal has a patent churn and makes

his own butter."

S0 in such an atmosphere swémsl treaty negotiations were undertaken

with the Yakima$.
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Control of Indian £4ffairs in “ashington Territory was vested in the
governor, “ZEEe=3, Stevens,when Oregon and “ashington territories were
separated, March 2,1853, Stevens was ex-officlo superintendent of Indian
affairs four years after taking office,March 21,1853, and was relieved
on June 2,1857, by James ¥, Nesmith of Oregon as superint endent of both
territories,

Stevens negotiated nine treaties in the territory between December

26, 1854 and Jenuary 25,1856, but only that of Medicine Creek was quickly
ratified, the others being delayed until March and #pril of 1859.4@EHQGEEEESE,

A 5 0 &= 5. w TN e

Fprgle-I¥iena N\ Umat it and Yexima \résefretionsa.

Stevens organized his Treaty Commission at Olympia on December 7,1854

by sppointing Yames Doty secretary; George Gibbs, surveyor; H.A.
Goldsborough, com-issary and Frank Shaw, interpreter, He told them of the
urgency for treatlies and placing the Indlans on reservations and reazd

treaties thHathedbeer—consluded with the Oto, Missouri and the Omahaxns

PEEToTIE, \ went suk
Doty then %ﬁ the way.,

ge wrote , March 21,1855 from "“alla Walla that he had reached a camp

two and one-half miles from Fort Walla Walla and had decided upon

establishing a depot on the'fbuchet River six miles from the fort and ten
4

miles from Brooke and Bromford's tred ing pOSt.'hﬁbdkLJmﬂmmﬁﬁlﬂdhi%L

He had conferred with Lawyer, the acknowledged head chief of the
fuez Perces who promised to bring sl 1 his people together at any time
within four or eight weeks, "I also had several conferences with Peo Peo
Mox Mox and find him rathem difficult to manage, w wrote

-

) He then went into the Yakima country and f rom "Camp in the
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Attanum (Ahtanum) Valley, #pril 3," dispatched a messenger to Stevens:
e resched here on “aturday the 30th...Camiackun (Kemiaskin) flatly

refused and t‘eias accepted. Yesterday all the chlefs but one, Owhl, were

present. ‘hey wish the governor to conclude treaties with them... All the

"ﬁ.
Ygrima chiefs, viz &amiackun, Teias, Owhi, Shawawail and *kloom & reed 1:
i S
to meet you at Walla Walla and to conclude a treaty,weteh woudd piace~thenm U
e
. S
R
&tha3;make,butLer~cné»cn$%&vuta*ﬁhe—5bt$\ iy
% ™~
"7 pald my respects to the prlests at t he mission and Father Pandosy (Rev,
>~
é?ean Charles Pandosy 0.M.I, ) has been very polite rendering me every “
R g
:,assistance." N
; He wrote again from "Camp on the Attanum, 10 miles below the misslon, =
L suggesting that Stevens"bring considerable gold mwm® ef small denominations QL‘

and some-silver for small purchases., . #i2 SF)

) ot Falomel Kips TReATY /Q-CCUGN‘/_

[ ﬁesides the actual'freaty Notes of the Council in May and June,1855,
one of the sources is the journal of Colonel Lawrence Kip, U.S.A.

Kip had gone by steamer from San Francisco to fort Vancouver early In

S —

“ay, a six-day yoyage. ﬂbeAa&ma,ah&p/narniudkkﬁo/recpuﬁtsﬂibr\:hegﬁdupthf

L m—

| company of recruits was ordered to The Dglles and Kip decided to.go

\ along. They went on the steamer, Belle, which operated as far as the
Cascades, the head of navigatioé?;;de the portage arOund’rthe great salmon
fishery... the season of which commenced in this month, . Jtheaborteinal—willage
ot st r e b the sod_of—the nerrems—Maten they—{Renls~amd~Clark) mention

.

"He described the post of ‘he Valles.

"Phe bulldings are badly arranged, having been planned and erected

some years ago by the Mounted Rifles when they were stationed in
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1
(" # "A tent was procured for Lieutenant Gracie and myself while the men

1z
Oregon. *he officers' quarters are on the top of a hill, and the

barracks some distsnce further down, as 1f the officers intended to get

as far from them as possible.u A

-

b—weer=tuter he decided toe company Lieutenant Archibald Yrecie s d

-

=

forty men to the grsnd council., the party left Mgy 18,and riding 20 to
40 miles a day reached “alls Walla May 23,

"It was In one of the most beautiful spots of the ‘alley, well wooded P

-

[ w |

with plenty of water. Palmer and Stevens were already cemped with thelr

party. -

erected huts of boughs spreading t hem over pack covers,"

On #ay 24 the Nez Perce arrived, 2,500 strong.

Friday dawned wlth rain splashing on the tents.@ﬁﬁﬁkﬁ#&a&og@rd Kip

rode to the Nez Perce camp to visit “awyer and found him resding a New

—

/_____; _,.,

Laswyer 74504 Prcid

Testament while & Germsn soldler was mseking his portrait vk In crayon.
The soldier was Yustavus Sohon, & wood carver and bookbinder who enlisted

in the Army in 1852 at New York, went w th his company aboard theé?olden

“est to the Pacific Coast and reached Fort Palles in September, 17852,

Sohon made the only known likenesses of

some of the chiefs,

On Sundaquip accompanied Stevens to the Nez Perce camp where one of the

chiefs was preaching.
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"They have prayers in thelr lodges every morning and evening--several
times on 5unday“ he wrote. (These then were some of the  wild s avages,
the ignorant smd idolatrous people" referred to by Dart).

On Monday the chiefs of more distant tribes and their followers began
arriving end an encampment of 5,000 stretched across the valley for more
than a mile,

The council was called for noon on bay 28, a *uesday, but it was 2 o'clock

before it met. Interpreters were sworn in, Stevens spoke and then rain
forced an adjournment. The council reconvened on May 30 and Kip described
1ti

"Directly in front of Governor Stevens! tent a small arbor had been

erected in which, at a table, sat several of his party taking notes.

‘n front oithe arbor on a bench sst Governor Stevens snd Cenersl Yalmer,
end before them, in the open air in concentric semi-circles, wer4~anged
the Ird ians, the chiefs in the front ranks In order of their dignity,
while the background was ﬁilled with women end children. *he Indians sat
on the ground,”feposing oArhe bosom of their Yrezt Mother."

The next day Stevens and Palmer made long speeches. there was no council

on June 1, Kip explaining that the Indians wanted to consider the proposals
and meet at noon the following day when the chiefs spcke.
The council resumed on Mondey when Lawyer spoke for the Nez Perces.
Stevens and F%lmer talked again on June 5 and L1lp wrote thst he had

detected a feeling of host11itywammngAaame«o?\%b@gbnibe&,'Fhere wag no

council June 6,

o
— e

;xoguthe séventQJKip sat _abivhe@tabde in the arbor and wrote some of
the speeches,

Stevens_said:"My brothers., “e expect to have vour hearts today, Let
us have your hearts straight out,"

Lawyer described how thJ@ribes in the east receded as the whites

approached, and told of the coming of Lewis and Clark,





