& (5'¢)
Bumboldt river are calle d the Tos sha wee hee or Viite Knives from
the fact that originally they made their knives from a whlite flint
stone. Vothing is known definitely as to the number of the
War at te kaw and Too she wa kees. They are howsver considered
very numerous, Thew country &8s yet 1s mostly unexplored and some of
them have probably never sew & white man. The Loo shew wee hees are the
Indiens who com=it depredet ions upon the p 69
California immigrents,

The ~ho-~ho-Nee Yiggers subsist chiefly upon rootas, berries and a
large black cricket which they gaether in large qmext quentities and
after beliges. Or dried in an oven made by digging ahole in the ground
they are pounded flne and put sway 1in sacks for use. Of late years they

have ot a few "orses and mules which they have stolen {rom the
immigrants, but genord ly they are too indolent to supply themselves
with a sufficiency of food for the wlnter and are compelled to eat

their animala to save themselves from starvation, In fact they are often
compelled to eat thelr om children for the same reasm. “ome few of
them are armed with gune, but as a generalthing they use only the bow
and arrow,

I understendfrom Mr, McgArthur that the Too “he Wa dee or "hite
Knives have this seuson a company of forty persons on the “alifornia
immigrant tzaiixxam# road and succeeded in kllling one or more persons,
A company of them have been about ‘ort iid 1 this summer and have stolen

8- veral horses from persons residing there. He also informed me that
they are the Indlans who have for the last thme or four yesrs
killed and robbed the Oregon im-igrants along Spake “iver and at “almon
falls. They are the friecnds of the Wenisstas and same of them mere
in the “enissbas camp on “ 1se River at the timeof the messacre last
secson and not only insticated the m@@baDE0 S0 BREEOREEdEd “enisstas

to of barbarity but ... them and received treir shar of plunder
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be practlced among them, that they adopt the white man's law and will
hold the individuals alone resnonsible, This applies particularly to
the Cayuses,
The Wascoes hav- resolved that for the future life alone shall be
eretofore
satisfled with life. bﬁ@@@ﬂ@ﬁe the custom has prevailed that no matter
how deliberate® and cold blooded the murder, Indlan justice as well
as the victim's relatives could be perfectly satisfied with a few horses
and pgoods,
During the year more than usual attention has been pald to agricul tural
pursuits,many having planted for the first time. Others were prevented
by the want of seeds and proper implements. Yheir crops consist of
wheat, corn, oats, peas, potatoes, mellons, onions, cabhages, cerrots
eand garden vegetables generally and it 1is gratifying to know that with
a few exceptions thelr labor has been well rewarded with bountiful
¢ rops adding stimulus and encouragement to further effort.
The gneral character of their Improvements compare favorsbly with
the e of their more clvilized neizhbors, thelr hewed log houses particular]
would reflect no discredit on white men. ‘here is a good deal of attention
pald to the railsing of stock, particularly horses and c attle;888 more
pains being taken however to obtain numers of them to improve the GGaal
quallity ¢®08Bédd although they are p 64
are 1,. 7?7 to the qualityes of good horses.
The Indiens in this district have in genersl msm ifest a pacific
disposition toward our people during the yea with the exception of a
few young men principally Cayuses, who during the esrly part of the
summer conducted themselves in a very unfriendly manner...
Within thepast few months tresties of purchase and amesity have
been made with al 1l the tribes and bands within this dis trict with

the exception of a sn»dl band under a chief by the mame of Wallachin
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who occupies the south bank of the Columbia from Dog River to
the Cascades or Great Feslls. Also a small band of “ho-sho-nee Snakes
who reside in the .blue Mountains south west of the Grand Rounde.

The well known sentimeats of the tribes in the interior as also the
fact of thelr being wealthy led many toassert confidently that any
at tempt to purchase their lands should prove entirely fruitless, Some
months pre vious to the time of meeting them in Vouncid I was calléd
upon to settle difficulties 1in reference to hhe ownership of a horse
where the principal chief of t he Cayuses was the claimant on one white
man on the other part. The horse wes awarded to the I-ndian but
: stil]l he asppeared to be not perfectly satisfied and spoke of the ma ner
in which they would settle a matter o fthat kind by ther laws. He was
told that ixmak the Agent was not acqualnted with their laws and
customs in those ma ters and thet he wes compelldd to decide in
accordance with the white man's law to which he replied with some warmth
thet he wasunder the bellef that the Indians did not know so much
a3 the whites but they know sufficient for their purposes, they lknow the
names of the earth and sky and the things which .... them and had no reasor
tochan ze their names 1if they could, that they 65
did not ask the vhites for thelr laws or superior knowledge, &l 1
they'desire of them was to be let alone, thd he remembercd the wo rds
of hix the former chief ... and that when whitemen came into
his country they were watched with a vigilant eye; that t hey
eeo loved thelr country, it gave thembirth and nourished them in
manhood and that when they died they expected to be buried in 1t; t hat
it was In part composed of the bones of their ancestors.

The above is given to show the feelingsly sentiments, pre judices and
professions that were tobe overcome by thecommissioners before
they xEx could hope to effect treaties with them.

The success of the commissioners was therefore as unexpected

as it was gratif‘ying to our citizens. :my their s everzsl t rectles
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offlce “uperintendent Indisn Arfairs
Salem Orego:, Sept., && 23rd, 1857
$3py The speciel a ency at the Dalles will be dispensed with at the

close of the present quarter. Ypeclal agent A.i1. Tiobie has been directed

to turn over to you the public property in his cherge. You will elso
assume th charge of the Indlans recently embraced within the special
agency of Special “gent lisbie, in thus incressing your dutlies I em
aware of the necessity which wlll exist for clerical assistance
and in the event thatyou deem 1t necessary to employ a clerk for
1imited periods I will use ever exertion té have the acco nt allowed
at the ‘reasury Depsrtment,

Very respectfully -

Tour Obedient “ervant

Ami P, Dennison , e8Qqe. J.7, Nesmith, Supts. Ind. Affeirs O and W



Oregon Suptoey. Indiem Affairs., 1848-73 Holl 7, Mierocopy 2

p. 102 0ffice Superintendent Indlen Affeirs
Salem Orezon, November 13,1857

Sir,

I hav e the honor to acknoul edge the receipt of your letter of
September 17th, 1857 enclosing 1nvoices of “mg dry goods end herdware
shipped per Willy Tay..or & Co (?) for the Lndi n service i- Orrggon
and Weshington territories. ‘he goods have not yet arrived, I am
informed however by the agent of W P Co, that they will arrive on the
next steamer,

The goods wi1ll be extremely accepteble and will go far to relieve the

destitution
most eabjeot wants and dimkwihukisn to which the Indiens here are
reduced,

They havelong looed for the arrivael amd frequently remasrked thet the

Great Father had forgotten that winter was appromching,

On arrival no time will be lost in making a distribution of them
smong the different I:d, tribes. *he forwarding of substential and ef
the character hes a good effect in convinecl s the Indians thet t he governme
eéxercises a protectivecare for t helr wants and that their Great Father
has not as they have oftenbeentold, conoluded to steal their country
from them end lerve them to perish from cold and hunger.

Doubtless the files of yo'r of fice go to show thet t he I.dians have
heretofore been victims ..from a similar char:cter; I desire to
disabuse your mind of such an erroneous misconfussion, “hile I believe
thet phe late Supt. Palmer, Stevens and Hedzes acted honestly
and gave the Indisns vwhat was Justly their due so far as government
had supplied the means I am sorry that I canrot say &8s much for
a ¥r, “nson Dart who wes d® superintendent for the Indians 1n
the yesars 1851, 52 end 53 durins which time a large p 103
shipment of Indian goods was made from the.states and

of which the Indians had never any transferable evidence 1~ the way



possess ion.
and

Indian goods such as blankets, clothing,h: rdwsre ekm. at the time
alloted to them. In consequence of the disco ery of the gold mines

in grest demand on this coest and 1t 13 s well known fact suspectable

of direct mnd positive proof that the said Dart sold in th s territory
Xamgre verylarge invoices of such goods at from one to two hundred per
gent profit on New York prices. It 1s said that on the settlement of
accounts a la zer balance was due to the government whlch he pald over
in cash which he might well afford to do after realizing from one to

two hundred per cent profits on what should heve been distributed to
"o the Poor Indianl" end his family. How far the statement relates to
his bel g in arress or having paid over the belance dus the government
may be correct I have no meens of knowning es he has effectually coverdd
up his tracks by tsekins all his accounts from the £1les of the office.
4, pelation to the fact of his selling the Indians goods I have myself
es to submit the proof . I submit this statement for thepurpose of
1llustrating the fact that the Indians have not received all that the
government %88AA intended they should,

In this connection it wild perhaps be proper to Iinform you that

Supt. “art bullt on the Willamette river opposite the village
of Wxkimm Milwaukie an office at an expense of about seven or eight
thousand dollars, *his offic: which is sn oxcellent one has now been
turned over to me and I learn that the person upon whose"claim”
it wes erected now asserts his title to 1t,

Inasmuch as the house was built at government expense it misht be oroper
to institute steps to ascertain who is the legltimate ovner of the
property. 'ery respectfully etc. J.7. Wesmith, Supt. Ind. Affairs, O and

=, Territory. Hon “harles E, Mix, act com. Ind. Affairs, "ashington,D,Ce
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Sir: Office Supt, Indlsn Affairs
Salem Oregon, ‘ovember 19,1857
Sir: Agent R,H, Lansdale is placed In charge of that portion of
i

Washington “erritory east of the Cascade Mountains and north of the

Columbia river,
in
You are directed to furnish him every assistance and facility m$ your
power and to turn over to him any property now in vour hands which you
received from him or from late Bocal Agent Robie.
In reply to your tw letters of November 10th in relation to

a supply of Indian goods I have to s y that they have not yet arrived,
On their errival your proportion will be forwarded to you,.
I have to request that you will retum Craigis vouchers for the
money placed in your hands as soon asyou cen gt them signed, and, as
I have mislaid or lost the retained o ples of those vouchers, if they
gare still iIn your hands I haw to request that you will send me
coples of them at youwr earliest conveinence as I desire themf or
reference in the office. very respectfully etce

(Signed) J.%. Nesmith

Supte Ind., Affairs

Oregon & Wash Yerritories
A.X. Dennison, esg.
Indian Agent, “alles
p. 129 Office “ypt. Ind, Affais

Salem Orezon Ter.
Sqp: December 10th, 1357

Referring to vour letter of Hove. 28th in which you desire to be more

fully Informed #4n relation to the change in your district in consequence
of Agent Lansdale being assigned to the Yakima district I have to say



e

that his district 1is composéd of that district of country esst of the
Cescade Mountains end north of the Columbia and Snake rivers. I have
not deemed 1t necessary in this division to follow out the Oregon and
Washington boundaries hut have accepted themore natural one of the rivers,

In relation to the property tobe turned over by you to Agent
Lansdale 1t was presumed at the time the Instructions were ziven
(thought not expressed) thatyou should only turn over to Agrnt Lr-nsdale
such property as he might require for service in his district, It is
presumed that you can furnish him with thefewh orses he will require
without exhausting your supply so as to make fresh purchases necessary.
Whatever you have recelived iIn the shape of clothing or subsistence from
el ther messrs Lansdale or Robie and not exhausted by issue had better
be turned over to Agent Lansdale.

Any other instructions you may require will be promptly glven upon

calling my et tention to the particulor subject. T have sgain to

request that yon return'craig's vouchers (signed) as soon as possible,

ic am dtc,
JeW. Nesmith
A,”, Dennison, esq, Supt. Ind, Affairs

Indlan Agent, r'alles, O.T.
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office Supt. Indian Affalrs
Salem, Oregon, 8pril lst, 1868
Sip:

I enclose to you a letter from Agent Dennison at theDelles
requesting thet a company of soldiers be stationed at the iorm Springs
Reservation,

The Indiens who have heretofore lived in the vicinlty of the Delles
will all be removed to the Waerm Springx Reservation this sprim and
I fully concur in Agent Dennison's representations of thenecessity
for a few troops being stastioned et that point., Hoping that the
matter will comnend itself to Gen. C lark's (sic) favorable considerstion,

I e respeotfﬁlly
J.%. Nesmith
Supt, Indien Affairs
To
vajor #,u, “ackall
Asst. Adgt. Qenersl U.S.A.

San Prancisco,®al,
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Office Yupt, Indian #ffairs

“glem, Oregon, April 1lst, 1858
Oeps

Referring to yourletter to this office of darch 13th in regard

to a conversatio: with Lieut., #1len of the Army respecting the
surrender of the Yakime murderers I have at present no instructions to
give in reletion to the matter further than to direcct that if the Indians
desire to make s vo'untary surrender of the murderers they can do so
either to the militery or the eagents of the Indian Pepertment,

The question of the demand for B® the surrender of those
murderers i8 now under the oonsideratim of the hesds of the Incdian
and p. 192
militery departments at “ashin-ton and I em awaiting for orders in
relation thereto.

Your recuest for a compeny of soldiers tobe stetioned at the 'arm
Ypring (sic)reservation has beentransmittcd to Brig. Ben, Clark(sic)

with a recomvendaetion thet it be complied with.

+ @m very respectfully
Youf obt, s-rvant etc,
J. %, Mesmith, Supt. Indilan Affairs
to A.,P. Dennrison, |
Ll-dien Agent,
Dglles, O,T,
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Uffice Yupt. Indian Affairs

Salem, Oregon, June 1, 1858
Sir:

Your letter of May 208th in which you ask to be gppointed special
Indian Agent at or in the vicinity of Fort ®imcoe reached this office
yesterday. I had previously received a letter from Major Oarnett
U.8«A, recomrending you for the place,

In reply I have to say that while 1t would afford me pleasure to
confer the appointment on you yet the instructions from the Department
ordering a retrenchment of the expenses of the servlce together
with the exhausted state of the appropristion for the present flscal
year utterly preclude my making any such ap ointment for the present.

I have recomiendations now before Congress for an m???? of agent and
correspondending estimate for funds. In the event of my
recomvendat ions being adopted the agent will be appointed by the

©5 iPresident.
' L am sir respectfully etc.
JoW, Nesmith, supt. Inde. Affairs O smd W T
to #,H., Morse esq.

Fort °imcoe, W.T.



Uregon Suptcy. Indien Affairs. 1848-73 FRoll B, Microcopy 2
p. 258 Office Supt. Indian Affairs

2 Salem, Oregon, August 30, 1858
wirsd

I received your letter of the 24th inst. thls morning.

“n reply to your interrogestions I ha e to say that I have not changed
the opinion which I expressed to Brig, Genl® Clarke in June, 1857 in rele
ation to the propriety of preventing persona from settling in the Indlan
country beyond the limits upon which we then agreed,

There 13 not one foot of land in Opszon and Washing ton
Territory ¥ast of the “ascade Mountains to which the Indlan title
has bcen extinguished nor can 1t be extingulished until the tresties
receive the constitutional ratificetion of the Bresident and Senate.

De 259,

The laws of Congr ss excluding settlers from the Indlan country are
stringent in their character and here boen extonded over the district
of country referred to . I have no altornative but to attempt their
execution,

As the mail 1is about to close I have not time to go into & detslle d
astatement of my views upon the subject and the laws of ;ongress tipon
which they arc based, I would however desire to call your attentlion
to the provisions of the amet of Cangress of June 30th, 1834 and perti-
cularly to the 1Oth section of 8s8id act which is as follows: And
be 1t further enacted that the superin‘endent of Indian Affairs and
Indian agents and sub agentsshall havcauthority to remove from the
*ndian country all persons fron thereon contrapy to the law and the
Bresident of the Unlted States 1s authorized to direct the military
force to be employed in such ??2%2?

Yerson doibtless find it desirxable to settle in that portion of the
country opposite the Dalles and it is to be regretted that “ongress has

not given author!ty for doing so until such authority is gilven by the
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the ratificetion of the tresties. I shallregard it my duty to
enforce thelaws,,.
Lf the restrictions to settling opposite the Dalles shoild be
removed or violated and the country throw open to settlement the
8amo demands would be made in relation to the vWalle valle Valley
and in fect of all portions of the Indian country.
fhe late act of GCongress providing for an extension of the government
surveys eaest of the mountains innz}ggg@ modified or affects the
existing laws in r-lation to Intercourse with the Incian tribes, “uch
acts authorizing surveys , 11ke ... locat ing millitery roads in the
Indian country, the government has always oclaimed the right to exercise
in the absence of Lresty stipulations
jery Respectfully
etc.
Je"s Nesmith, Supt, Ind. “*ffairs
O eng T
Ma jor W.w., “ackall
AJA. Gen, U.S.A,

Fort Vancoaver, W,7,
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Office Supt, Indien Affairs

Salem, Oregon, Sept. 6, 1858
Sir:

Rererring to vour letter of Angust 4th from 1its tenor I em 174 to
conclude that my report of Col. steptoe's disaster has failed to re=ach
you. The information however will be forwarded at length in my annual
report which left here by the last st amer,

Sinceforwarding my annual report nothing definite has been heard
from the movement of the t roops except the affair between HMaj, Garnett
end the Yakima Indians on the 15th of August, an accourit of which
taken from the Columns of the Orecon Times ?? Wewspaper I herewith
enclose,

Nothinz has recently occurred to change the temper or disposition
of the Indians on the re: rvations and 8o far as hostiles are concerned
they are corifined to the Indiens east of the Cascade Mountains
in Washington Lerritory. Reports are continually recching this office
of the number of persons on their way to Fraser River mines by the route
east of the “Yascaces in Washinrton Territory.

A pumor resched here today that Joel Palmer est. late supt. Ind,
Affairs, for Oreson together wlth his party of one hundred end twenty
five ﬁen are on their way to the mines had been massacred by the Indlans
nar th of Snake fiver in YWashington ?erWitory, if true it must have
occurred near the place where Col. Steptoe oxg was defeated,

I gm not inclined to place much fonfidence in the rumor. Owing to
the great distance of the hostlle Indilans from the settlements,
together with thedifficulties of com unicating wliththe troops 1n the
fieXd 1t necessarily requires some considerable time to leam of what
is sctually transpiring.

I do not p 263

apprehend that there 1s any concert between the host 1lex Indians east
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Office Supt. Ind, # falms

Salem, Oreson Sept. 30,1858
Sipd
By advice from “alle %ella I learn that the comand of Col. “right
had a battle with the combined hostile tribes at the Four Lakes in the
Bpokane “ountry en the 1lst 1lnst in which 67 Indiens are reported
as known to have been killed without mmy loss on the part of the troops.
Since that time the “0l, has continued his march to the Coeur at

Alene Hisaion having had sever:l skirmishes with the Indiens in which
a8 large number of their horses have been captured and killed--besides a
grent quantity of thelir property captured and destroyed.

“t the last advices the “Yol. Expected to retum from the expedition
with his com and end contemplated reaching ¥alla vella by the 15th of

October,

I understand that o1, VWright reporl.s the war closed and that the
+ndiens are now suing for peace . Thease representst ons are doubtless
true, yet there is great danger of the government officers being
deceived by the pretended submission of the Indians. nd I only regard
it as & ruse on theirpart to rid themselves of the presence of the
milltary,

If the troops sre withdrawn from the country they w!ll again resume
2 hostile ettitude and repeat their former acts of robbery and
murdser,

*he only way that peace can be mairtaelnedamong those people under
existing clrcumstances 1s to overazwe them by the presence of
miiitary posts in their country.

I irx lsarn from private advices from “ashington that blame
has attached to tDéd0LTd@Ed this offlce because more full and esrlier

repor ts have not been made of the condition of Indian affairs
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and the operation of the troops to km the northward of “nake n1ver.

The military officers of course report nothing to me and I
have not up to the present date seen an officidl report from that
department upon the subject of the present h@®f hostiiitles., I have
no p 277
agent residing smong the hostile Indiens nelther hadé I any that
could be sent to accompany either of the militsry expeditions and I did
rot believe t 6 circumstances warrented me in incurring the sxpenses
incidentrx to kreping a contract express running a distance of fie
ar six hundred miles Into tle interlor,

DdR40d0d0datedotRd To have visited the region myself w ould have been
to neglect the other imxpx Important business of the office,

I havo not recardéd any of the settled portions of ﬁashin;tcn or
Crepgon Territories in denczer from the Indlans e st of the Cascado
¥ountains end to the northward of Sneke river, therefore my energles have
been particulerly directed to the malntenance of peaco with the Indlens
upon the re:servstion smd e ar the settlements,

Ag soon as “emmissioner Mott closes his investicetions mf at this
office I design accompanying him on a2 tour for the »urporse of
visiting the principle tribes in Oregon &n d “ashington east of the
Vascade mountains and will probably be absent from this office six or
eight weeks, )

Seversl white persons have recently been killed by theIndians in
the neighborhood of Puget Sound.fy the indefatigable exertions of
Agent Simmons the murderers have been arrested and turned over to the
¢ivil authorities for trial,

Things remain quiet upon the reservetion with the exception of the
mumuering of the Indiens in conasequence of the reduction of their
rations accrmpanied with threats to lesave the reservations snd return

to their old homes GdO4dORHé whore they can obtain a more bountiful
subsistence by forace upon the settlements, Yours etc. J. .. Yesalth

to Charles W, Mix, Commnissioner Ind, Affairs Wash D.C,
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. Salem Orezon Npvember 1st, 1858
“ip:

Having just returned from a tour , in company with Comnissioner Mott
east of the Cascade mountains I availl myself of the earliest opportunity
of com unicating to you the result of my observations together wi th

hurried?
auch business statements of the condition of Indien affairs there as
my limited time before the close of the mail will permit,

Mr. Mott end myself visited “arm Springs Teservation upon which
are located the “ascoes, Tych and Dechutes numbering about twelve hundred
souls. *he habits and condition of t hese people are e tter than
they have been at any time within the last ten years and their present
prosperous condition is greatly owing to the efrforts of Mr.IDenniSXOn,
their agent.

Although the tre:ties with them were not ratified I took the res-
ponsibility of directing Agent Dennison to remove themf rom the Dalles AL/
to thelr present locstion eighty miles south of the “Yolumbia Riyer upon
the ground sssigned them by the tresty of June 25, 1855, They are now
removed from the evil influence of bad white men , are sober and
industrious and doing el 1 theycen to supoort themselves by cultivating
small patches of ground,

None of them have been engaged In the recent hostilities yet they
complain bitterly a t he delay on the part of the Tovernment in ratifying
and complying wl th the provisions of theirtresty,

fhey "owever declare the ir detem ination to abstain from hostilities ,
Mr, Mott and myself had councils withlthem a3 well as with delegations
of Cayuses end Nesperces w-om we met & the Dalks in all of w ich the
Indians ¢xpressed a determination to remain friendly with the whites
and to be controlled by the government agents. Mr. Mott will doubtless

report to you more fully the result of our conferences,
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0fficc Supt, Ind. Affairs,

~“alem Oregon, November 2, 1858
Sir,
When at Fort Va icouver I had a conversation with Yenersl Harney

Gbn'] had not

in relation to sending troops to Colville this fall, The
at that time determined upon the subject,
In the event that troops are tobe sent there the present season
I desire to send an agent of this department with them ané have to
request that yo: will do we the favor to appraise me as to ‘he time
the troops will probably march,
The agent vhom I design sending to “olvilk 1s not at present ass igned

to duty end will not be assigned a district until I am adviced
relative to the Colville expedition.

Hespectful y etc,

J.%, Newsmith,

“upt. ‘nd, Affairs, o . T,
Capts A. Pleasanton,
AAA Genl!' U,S.A,.

Fort Vancouver, W.T,
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Pes 209
Dalles Oregon Oct. 23, 1858

Sip:
In view of the fact that the geographicsl position of your agency
naturally brings you in contact with grest numbers of poor end destitute
Llndiens belongin~s to "ashington Territory and there being "0 arent
belonging to that Territory in your neighborhood, to relive the wents
of such destitute persons I heve deemed 1t proper to herewith nlace
in your hands the sum of two tho:send dollars from the appropriations
fordefraying tho expenses of tho removal and subsistence of the
“ndians i1 Yashington “erritory to the HReservations, therron,aiding
them i1 proouring their own subsistence, purchase of nrovisions and
presents and compensation of laborers and other employoes 7Tor the Tiscal
year ending Tune 30th, 18590,
is sum you are directedto disburse exclusively for the benefit
of such dest!tute Indlana belonging to “ashinpton Territory as i
shall during the coming winter bmx visit your sgency . You will also
make small presents to the chie fs of the “ashington “erritory
tribes visit ing the Palles as yo: may think proper.
FPor this sum you wil] render separate abstracts in your acco nts
under the proper head of appropriations and forward a copy of this
letter with euch set of your acco mt.
¥ery resprec tfully e tc,
J. . ¥esmith, “upt.
O and # 7T

AsP, Dennison,

Iadlen #gent

Dalles, 0.T,
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Office Supt. Ind. #ffairs

Sir: Salew, Ore. Nov, 7,1858

There is a report in circulation here thet General Harney
has issued orders rescinding the orders issued by General Clarke
forbldding settlement iIn the Indilan country and in the nelchborhood
of military posts east of the Cascade mountains, +f such an order
has been issucd by the commanding general I have to request that I be
furnished with a copy of the same.

The effect of such an order w uld be to change the police heretofore
present toward the Indians In the superintendency and the important
results 1likely to flow from it is gy apology for troubling you for a
copy of the order,

Very Respectfully

Tour etc,
Capt. A, Pleasanton J.7. Nesmith,
A*A A, Genersl U.SsA. Supt. Ind.Affairs OW T

Fort Vancouver W,T,
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Office Supt. Ind., Affairs

Salem, Oreson, lovember 19,1858
Sir:

ﬁerewith I enclose to you a copy of Genl, order issued by Brigadier
Genl, Herney commandlng théds departmed and bearing dste October 31,
1858,

Wnilo the order on its face scems only intended to invite and
anthorize cettlement in the neighborhood of militery posts, the practical
effectx resulting from it will be Zhym to throw open the entire Indian

country within the superintendency (exmcepting only the military
ORRXREA®DXZIX sccmatliona ?7?) &z to immediste occupancy and se'ilement
by d&1 who chose to mxiX avall therselv:s of the invitatlons ahd in
utter disregard as I concelve of the f irst and established policy of thel/’
government +... of the mcts of Congress and in véoletion of the
repeated promises made from time to time to the Indiens by both the

eivil and militery affairs,

“s you are doubtless well aware our reld ions with the I-dians within
the superintendency have always beoon in an anomolous condition growing
out of the fact thot the settlement of our - iti.ens heve preceded not

extension

only the ef60808Q6n of the laws of the United States over the country
but gommenced prior to the time when the stipulstion far Joint occupency
with “reet Brittian terminat-d,

Our positi n is without precedent and hence it is not stren~e that a
great ..,.. oplnion exls s emon; the pukX people how a3 to the
eees (undecipherable) rishts of the white as well as those of the
#ndiens in their present unprecedented attitude, Heretofow laws
encourasging and Inviting settlement vy white men through comtries
in leeee ?? previously occupied by the Indlans had e en preceded by
tresties or other steps to extinguish the right of occupancy by the



aboriginal inhebitants,
%he act of Congress of huygust 14, 8BS 1848 orgenizing the
ter itory of Orecon and thet of September 27th, 1850,making donations
to settlors therein embraced territory wholly within the Indian country
as 1t was described by the law of the land end regarded by comion consent s
no provisions even previously made by trcaty by which the prior rights
of occupancy on the part of the indlans had been chan ged or in any way
modified,

The congressional action merked by so under ?? ... departure from
the usual cowrse In similar ceses it 1is well known ws 'he work of
necessity and not of cholce.

Large numbor of white inhabitants even elreedy settled and had been
born in the country before our jovermment o' tained the exclusive
Jurisdiction over it by the Ireaty of June 15, 1846, Under this stote
of affairs lesislation vas attempted to be conformed to the existing
state of things and tﬁe guastion as to whst 1s and what is not Indian
country has constantly presentec nn emberrassing question tothe
officers of the povernment wkex within the 1imits of the superintendency

Under the operctions of the act of Congress ebove cited the
principal pat of the lands in Orepgon west of the Cascade Mountainas
end & grent portion weat p. 301
of those mountains & what is now "ashington ierritory hacéheen
séttled upon and rights acquired under the donat ion laws prior tothe
ext inguishment of the indian title and there yet remains large portions
of land in Oreson end the rrester portion of tksxkx that in “ashington
west of the Cascade mountains which is now settled upon by claimants
and which the Indians kamx title has not been extinguished. o efforts
have been made by me or to my knowlodre by my predecessors to prevent
settlement npon eny lands Iin either territory west of the Cascade

Hountsins not included withi: fndian reservvations established ac cording
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nor has there bcen eny effortes made to enforce the intercourse
laws within the repion referred to except that for the punishment of
selling 1iquor to Indlens. The act of Congress making donatlons

of land to sctudl setilers expired by its owm admission(?)
on the 1st day of necember, 1855 . Under 1ts operation but few settlerms
have establishrd themselves east of the Cascade mountains and s incc the

explration of the acts referred to that country east of the Cascades
excenting the portions to which rights had beon acquired under the donatior
law has bren treated and rezerded by the mllitary and officers of the
fndian depsrtment here as I disn country within the meaning of

the acts of Congress upon that subject.

In 1855 orders were 1ssued by the militsry officerm in command

of the Department forbidding settlement east of the Cascode ¥Mountains
beyond the Delles of the Columbia. Again on the 29th of June, 1857

(2202 .
the order wis reiterated by

en Clarke comnanding the department
forbidding intrusion upon the land within certain specified limits
and vwhon the trecaties had not becen retified

*he second parapgraph of that ordor (a copy of which I enclose)

d irecting the comander of posts to"be at pains to explain to the

Indians that they have the same right tot helrcountry iow as they had

hefore the tre-ties were made."

Cy reference to myannual report for 1857 cexkatx contained in
printed co'y of Renort of Commizsioner ind, Affairs Page 320 you will
preceive that [ directed Agent “ansdale to axzmmbim assure the
fndians of the in erior that thelr land should ‘ot be taken from
them without receliving a failr comﬁcnsation. Such explanations and promises
have therefors almays been ma © to these Indians by both the militery
and of ficers of the fndian department as to Induce them to believe
that settlers would not be pemitted to occupy this country until
the tre:ties with them had received validity by the constitutional
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sanction of the president and senate of the T.8,

The history of the whole qQuestlion shows t hat the miiit:ry took the
initiatlve in theoenforcement of the intcrc urse law over this region
and 80 strong heve been thelr views upon this subject emongst intelligent
srmy of ficers that lajor (uninteligible..looks like B or C or Upier)
commanding Fort Yalle %slle, ~m@mxkhka under the misapprehension t hat
I had allowed persons to go there to trade under date of Ycbober 28
1858 as follows:

(See letter on file) On a rrcent visit in company with Comuissionep
Mott to the country eest of the Cascede m-untains we held sever:l
councils with the indlsns of different tribes. They all complained of
the intruslon of whits setilers upon thelr lands befoie the ratification
of the tresties . In every instance T promised them their coontry should
not be thrown open for settlement until the treaties were rstified,

Under this stute of fects and after having med e these promises
you méy Judge fRxmy: of my surprise onllearning of the existence of
Ueneral Harney's order promulgated without the lWnowledpe of sany officer
of the Indlian Department and while they were engnged in making promises
to the Indians that they shculd be protected in their r ights,

It 18 not pretended thst any right cen at present be acquired to
their lands by settlers inasmuchas the donation laws have expired and
In order to make them lieble tc be taken by premption it is necessary
that the Indian title should be extinguished and the lands
surveyed--nelther of vhich has been d one,

Inesmuch es citl,ens have max never been prevented from
locating near military postis west of the tascadcs of coursse the
order is only applicable to that portion of this superintend ency
east of these mountains. The word "near: leaves the question as to
the proximity of the settlement with xxfmsm reference to t:e posts

rather vague and indefinite, but is understcod however and generally
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interpreted as throwing open the entire country from the Cescades to the
summit of the Mocky Mountains to im ediate settlsment p., 303
The 8xcenting of "Indien Reservations" made 1n the order
(smearked nkly indicaéea a misapprchension (smeared) fact as there
18 no legally established Indisn reservations within the 1imits of the
country referred to.

In view of the foregoing facts I conclude that the country e rst of
the ﬁaac dexz YMountains not occupledunder the provislions of the donation
law is Indian country wlithin the meaning of the acts of Qonpress upon that
subject,

I therefo:e conclude that the order of Gene al Harney to rive OVEry, -
encouragement to scttle theredn 1s contrary to law and vold sdd in
support of my opinion I beg leave to rcfer you to the following anong
other laws upon tho subject: 14th or lst(Scribble then Thr?.
gowtitution of the U.5, glves congross the exclusive povwers to regulate
comaerce «ith the fwdim Priges 21d the ordinsnce of 13th July 1787
provides in 1ts 3rd saection that the ubmost good faith shall alwaya
be observed towards the Indlans, their lands end property shall never
be taken from them without thelr consent ete, but ",.,. founded In

justlice and humenity shall from time to time be made for proteating
wrongs being dome to them ,  3rd the peopls of Opegon ia thelir act
organizing a rrovisional government on the (blank) dsy of (blank) 1845
reenacte he very Xaw langusge a"ove quoted from the ordinsnce of k8
1787 4th Congress on the 14th doy of “upust 1848 Incorporeted one
Eeggisl provisicn of the 14th scctlon of thelaws of Orezon extending
the Ordinance of 1787 over suid'rerritory. The same law and seme
section also gives force and vitallty tothe €ct of the provisional
Yovernment maklng it the law of the land. 5th I bogr leave to refer Jou
to the act of “ongress of June 30th, 1834 wixk which In 1ts 7th, 8th,
9th, 10th smd 11 sections ot only protects the rights of the Indlans
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but provides for furnimhing persons v o infrinre them and makes
it the duty of the mllitery esnd officers of the Indian Department to
enforce them,

“rom the foregoing you will percelve that a diffarence of opinion
exists ©bvet.een the command in genercl md ~wysel® relative to Indlen
Affairs within the superintendey.

As 1%t uiil be ugeless for me to attempt to enforce the laws without
the cooperst lon of the military I therefore snbmit the sub- p 304
Ject to your decision and oraers,

In the fore-oing I do not @rex desire to be understood as opposing
the settlenent of the “alla “alla or any other portions of our great
interior . % the contrery I think thet every considersa lon formed in
good polley demands that the country be thrown open to settlement
and heve so stuted in esch of my ennuael reports. v

I #zxl do think, however,that the = ights of the Indians a=m
recognized by the lawas as well ss the seneral usage and policy cf the
government should be protected. [ thersfore would again respectfully

urge that the treaties now pending before the “enate be reat!fied
so thrt settlers whc may chocse to occupy the country may have some
more steble and reliable tenor to their improvements than that to be
@erived from a ??(Mere? ) military order lisble to be changed,
modified or revoked by the rext com anding officer,
Very ﬁes:votfully cte,
Hon “harles L, wuix, Jo7. Jesmith, supt ete

Comméas ioner ‘nd, Affrs, “ashington DeCo
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Orfice Supt. Indian “frairs

Salem Oregon, Dez, 13,1853

Dear Gererai:

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of Hov, 3d
Informing me thst you had ursed upen the government the ~ecessity of
confirming the trocties negotiated by GCov, Stevens east of the Cascade
Mountains ., It affords me sincere pleasure to know that tho views
hefetofore expressed by myself in relation tc these treaties have your
approbation and ep-rovsl and that your roumom encations will meet with
the approval of the government and result in a speedy ratification
of the treatlies referred to, With & rompt retification of the
trecntles end a compliance with the long deferred promlses nsde to these
indians I am satisfiod bhet th re would be less trouble in our :
man: gement a&nd control while nothing would contr'bute in a gre-texr
derree to the opening up of a northern line of commnicction with the -
United States,

Al dow me, general, t- expreas t o you my anpreciation of your
diénosition tec c onsult and confer with the officers of the Indian
bbpartment w 1le the Territories of "aghington and Orerson formed
& portion of the militsry department mder your com-and. I have to
regret that rour successor has seen fit to adopt a pelley marked by so
wide a departure from what 33 gt least due to courtesy at the
same time viclation of the Acts of bongr-ess in relatlon (o our

Intercourse Laws end in the utter disregurd of the wishes of the Z;

Department and the rights of tie Indians,

I am etc,
Prig. Gen, w.8. Clarke, J,7. Mesmith
U.S. A rmy comnanding Supt, Ind, #ffairs

the Department of Californie

Beneole, Cal,
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Salen, Oregon May 10,1859
Dear Sir :
Herewith I enclose to you a copy of a letter received
from the DPepartment by last mall notlfyin~ me that you have been
appointed superintendent of Indian Affairs for ﬂashinfton and
Orezon Ter: itories. "hile 1t would afford me great plessure to be
relieved from the toll ... and responsibility of the office a once,
I nave to sugzest thet owing to the accumulation of business and
compliceted matters growing out of the transactions of the presentquarter
as well as the necessity of to comwuricate with the Assistant Treasury (si
of the United States at San Prancisco that you would delay qual ifying
until the 1lst day of next month bywhich time I can adjust =y accoumts
and be reedy to tum over the office with the business completed up
to that time,
Le my sug~ stions meet your epproval I shall be plessed to
hear from you by return of the besrer,
I am sir etc.
Edward Ceary Est, J.W, Wesmith, supt, Ind., Affairs,

Linn County, Oregon,



