Visalia turned out a8 a unit in Jume, 1860, to

colebrate the installation here of the tolo_gm;;r;it:: of the
Atlantic and Peeifie line, The telegraph is just mother

of those moddrn eonveniences which man today tekes for granted but
which was regerded as something of a miracle in the iarly days
when mlronds;lﬂu pony oxp-ru systems and stages were relisd
upon the deliver all manner of messages,

Ths tory of the celebration J%.ﬂmm in the language
of the day in the Visalle I.?kls' Delta of June 23, 1860¢

"On Sunday night last, the information was conveyed to town
that en the day following, the Atlantie and Pasific Telegraph vas
axp,stad to reach Visalia, Soon after day-breal of lMonday morn=
ing, several of our eitizens coneeived the project of umiting in
some sultable demonstration upon the oecgfim. The p?p'ulag and
gentleuianly road agent of the 0, Mnil Co., Abe Rapeley, Esq., at
::;l took msme the matter in hand and plasced at their disposal, all
of the spare coaches of the compeny and hla private buggy.

"He dispatched a messenger to Cr oss ereek to Mbout the 1
time when the wires would be near here and went indefatigably t:) work
to assist in rendering the affair creditabls; and 1t is mainly
owing to his generousity and exersions that the celebration went
off so successfully,

"owing to the short space of time in which to make
preparations, snd prooure ocomveyances, the turn-ocut was
not as large as it otherwise would hmfe been, The progession was
prineipally confined to town's pecple, the eountry being but sparfoe=-
1y represented; had the matter been gemerally known, the reeeption
would have been at least ten times as large,
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ad one tel h __« L
the time of starting, 11 a,m,, vehicles of all

A e

__Geseriptl ‘were in great demand and every horse was engaged,
The Overland coaches were sovered with flagé and the horseas gaudily
deeorated, : The ladies partielpated to a great extent in the
festivities, the eocaches and buggles being crowded with you and
hoautvg The day was a lovely one and the bright eyes of the Tulare
belles, joined with the strains of misie greatly enhnn“d the
Pleasure of meeting the lightming,(cq)

"The proeession formed in front of the Exechange hotol and
at the tap of the drum (the Visalia Beass Band having kindly
volunteered their serviees) s DProceeded down Court street, t];mneo.
over the Overland Mail md.' First went Mr, Rapeley and lp, TeVe
Crane, in a }argo open buggy, intended to comvey into town Mr,
James Street, the superintendent of the telegraph line, rollu'-
ed by the band in an open COncord coach, drawm by four horaes, end
driven by Victor Kinson, esq,

"Mr, Crane held in his hand a besutiful bmmr, expressly
getton up for the occasion and painted gratui tiously by y
John Richnrdlm, e8q., the material being fumma by the merchants,
The design was on the EBXBERPED reverse side, a globe representing
the urih, surrounded by a ehain of telegraphie wires, with the
mette, ¥I'1l put a girdle round about the earth in 40 mimutes,"

"?rmt among the horsemen we notieed our X% fellow=
tomeman, J.D. Koener, es§., who acted in the capaeity of marshal
of the day,

"Artu- & pleasant drive of about twe miles, the t..lomph eom=

m’nro met, busily st wor ks The proeession halted and

Mr, Street, being taken into-Mr, Rapeleyt's buggy, was driven slowly
down the line, where he was warnly eongratulated upuﬁ the success
of his enterpris®eecccesss,




ad one teleg '
"Mr, s seem ingly gratified with his ressption, in a
few appropriate words, thanked the eitizens of Visalia for the
interest shown in Xhis behalf,..,.At the consluslon, the
procession returned to town and as m as they came in sight of
the court hovse, the sound of cannon was heard, e aalute of 100
guns being fired from the shop of Joseph N, Thomes, under his
supervision and that of Joln A, Bostwiek, esq, '

"After parading through the m&xmrs prineipal streets, the
.proeus.‘-l.on stopped in frony of our office end gave three cheers
for the Visalla Weekly Delta, A halt was then made infront of the z
Exchange hotel, where loud eries being made for Wm, Gouveneur Morris,
that gentleman lpp.gmd...'...a.nd made a few appropriate remarksSsesses

."A.J'-_._ Atwell, being called wpon, cams forward and in a few
well timed remarks expressed his satisfaction with the e'vanta
of the day, j He n&ﬁnta_& and endorsed the sentiments uttered
by Mr, MorriSescee B

"Thus ended this lmpromptn celebration,.ssThe remainder of the
dasy was spent in congratulations end omvivi;}liw and sending
messages to thelr friends all over the state, NMessrs Street and
Williams kindly plaeing the wires free at their disposal and
giving them cheerfully any ivMformation lwght..........

"We cannot refrain from Joiming in eongratulating the re-!.-
dents of this seotion upon this eventi it is most ;npartlnt.

We are now in telegraphie Mi.ca_ubion with Yreka, Carsom

valley and all intermedlate points, 4 dispateh in mhta.m

to the late Ceptain E,F. Story was reeeived by &z, .T.N.

Thomss on Tuesday last from Mr, Johm Jordsn, dated at Virginin c:u.-y.

more
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The time talien

in making connections, was only half an hour,

8 transmission, ineluding all delays

"A permanent office already has been established here; at
present 1t is located at the Exehangs hotele Mre Colt, one of
the most expert of the company's operators, will be stetioned here,.

"Much eredit is due to the energy and zeal of lir, Stree t,
alded by his assistant, Mr, Williams, for the success and dise
pateh whieh has I:Ivoen so far displayeds The wires are being %g
that 1t 1s his expeetation to have them there by the Fourth of July,
' "This would be a most sultable day for their srrival and we
trust that our Los Angeles friends will not be backward
but will emilate Visalia in sultably welecoming one of the
gre_itos‘b. enterprises of the age,®

rapidly pushed toward Los A:gelol. We learn fram lr, Street
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Qollar-aeword telegrams despite a law which would have
made the charge §3 for 10 vords it is indiceted from the
newspaper of October S1, 18613 :

: "Ginoe the telegraph has veen comploted, Lts office in
Sen Prenciseo hes beem besiegod, night and day by those desiring to
send moszegess Ome dollar per md_t-s regulariy given, and the
receipts daily ere from §8000 to 10,000, The price established
uy1hh--tsrumwram-um§¢mmnmum»
doos not seem to be regarded, Ve are glad of 1t, and would be
if the price was twice as mmeh, zrgmm'zmwuumgﬁm
to inform his friemds 2000 or 5000 miles smxy off that he 1s well on
@ particuler day, they getting it within an hourf of the time 1t 1o
delivered to the apermter Bows, ho hes no bulsness to be fa this
countrye
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maddox--with times history, . -

edition a jt
Horloy ﬁ » Vice president and general manager of
the Visalia Ya and the Visalie Morning Delta and

emner of the Visaliz Telly Timesz at the time of its mergér
with the Visalls Morning Delte in 1928, was bomn in Mariposa,

Calif,, September 11, 1884, He bocame a resident of Visalie 1m the latt

part of 1890 when his father, Ben M. Maddex, arrsnped for the
purchase of the old Times of whienh the elder Maddox took charge
on Jomuary 1, 1991, _

From 1886 t o 189 0 the Maddox family resided in %an Francisco,
The present 'g:c.neml menager of the Visalis nowspapers completed the
Visalia prade schools and three years of high sehool, later
e thtending Vt, Taralpanis Mill iary Academy Leam¥ at San Rafasl, from
which he wes graduated in 1502,

He attended the Uni.verai\';y of California at Bcrl_:élq, being
gradnated with the "earthquake and fire" class of 1906, Upon his
graduntion, Maddox went immediately into the office of the Visalia
Daily Times although this was bis his first pericd of employment on
the newspapa:er¢ Ae a boy, he had dolive-red.tho newspaper to Visalia
_subseribers, melking his ?mmds on a bicyecle, . _

The Maddox famlily, it 18 intercsting to note, has been longer
econtimiously in thg newspaper business than any other femily in the
San Joaguin valley, up to the Prosent time 48 years or jJjust two
Yyears short of & gwawks half centurye The polley of the fmily has
been
Visalia and Tulare eounty,

hddoz hag taken an active part in mmieipal arfqirs s:.nc?

eonsistent for the prosperity and well being of

his essoeiation with the newspgper, as did bis father before him, and it

was during the editorship of Morley M. Naddox that the firat £ ull
leased wire service was established about 20 years agc,
# r
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times history
B etween and 1865, the latter date marlking the
founding of =B the Fwiese=gowmdy times, the democrats of Visalia
and Tulare county had various org:na, among them being the
the Equal Rights Expositor and the the Visalia Sune ., They were
not successful, however, the Expositor being wrecked by its
enemles as told in another s tory in this editiom and another
publication was merged with the Dalta'by purchase,
The Delta, as a matter of fact, first was estblished as
a democratic newspaper but this political po’int‘of view did not
eextend beyond the first ownership, A review & old fikes
reveals a total of 16 different ownerships in the history
of the Delte and 14 in the history of the Times,
Mention of the Visalia Sun as the rcpublicnn newapapor
of this commmunity 111 those early days appears in eon,junction with
the hiltorinl sketeh of the Delta and the merging of the Delta and
the Sun, The Delta ltitchlrllgfrom a demooratic to a republicen
« Newspaper,
It was at this time that H.C. Russell began tha_publication
in Viinlia of the Visalia Post as the democratic organ, Hall
end Garrison bought the Post and changed the name to the Eq al
Rights Expositor which, as stated above, was destroyed during the
Civil Ver,
Thex® democrats then had no newspaper until Russell started the
Tulare Times imx2868 on June 12 in 1866, Publicgtion of the Times
seems to have run smoothly untlil December 12, 183%7 when the name of
R.He. Shurtr appeared as the publisher eof the four-page, six
column newspaper on -Curt street. It

more
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rallroad first was published, At that time tha:_-o was naught but

8 issue thatt alk of a San Joaguin valley

connectlon between Visalia and the outside areas, Wagon trains
transported merchandise from Stockton to Visalia merchants,
the time and expénu involved obviously being exoouivi.

The 1ssue of the Tulare Times of December 10, 187 O called
attention to the fact that the office was then "over the :
:Jheoknrboard Store! at the corner of liain and Cyurch streets,”

Accepting his sons into partnership in the newspaper, Shnrer;
on Jamuary 10, 1870, meiimdvatimntézna issued the publication
under the ownership of the Tlare Times Association and in the
issue of that date we read 6f cotton mxéxz production in the San
Joaquin valley and its future possibilities, Cotton, according to
the Times, was grown successfully in the Kaweah ReXtm delta lands
in 1857, |

The word "association" was dropped from the mast head on
February 18, ;1.8'71, and on A;ril 8, 1871, moved baek to CUurt street
into a location described as one block south of the C;urt street
pridge or close to the location of the Times office on South
Court between liain and Acequie streets before the mréed. newspapers
moved to the present Aecqu:l:a street location,

On January 13, 1872, the name of J.L. Clark appesrs with
that of W.S. .s:nr'er as publishers, W.S, S“earer being a son of the
former owner, It also 18 noted that the subseription price dropped
from §5 to $4 a year and there vas a brief notice to the effect t hat
ReH, Shearer was stepping aside after six years of
| ownership,

more
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On Mareh 23, 1872, the Tulare Times Publishing C_mpany
appe ared as owner of the publication, this, however, belng
Clark and Shearer, and on A,ril 23 D,M, Adams entered the .
pileturo oniy to admit P, Boquéf:te into partnership on July K); is72,
Five weeks later the name was changed slightly, beoming the
Tulare Weekly Times,

It was oﬁarated for two years under the Adams and Bequette
partnership n.ndl then was talen over by Matlick and Strode who
held on for less than & year and turned over the reins to
lieCe and G.A, Butz, ‘the transfer ocourring with the issue of
May 11, 18785,

M.C. B utz assumed the editorship and his brother took
ehargo of the business management, M=z Matlick eame back into th.
new:papo:- in Jg,nuary of the following year but retired soon after,
nllonng George Butz who hnd stepped aside temporarily, agnin to
Join with his brother M.C., better imown as "Chris" Butz,

Five years passed before another change took place in the
ownership of the Tulare Weekly Times, Those were years of
development in the co'nnuunitj and npmarcus changes in the size of
the publication, On June 4, 1881, M. MeWhorter ani A.H. Glasscock
took possession of the Tin_uu,‘ with Glasscock's name appearing as
edltor of the publication, ‘ _

Two months later S.G. Creightom bought out MeWhorter, this
ownership econtinuing for almost a year during which time Visalila
eontinﬁad td expand as g commmnity, the pages of the nemp_np‘er
giving id.voro.l accounts of bullding operations, .

m ore
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May §, 13& marked another change in the ownership of
the Times when V.G, Hiller bought the taeklgr from
Glasscoek and Creighten and put E,O. Miller, later state senator
from this district, in as business manager, M¥ikxe E.0, Miller
still is pemeXdadxmx recalle d as one of the leading attorneys
of the valley,

The lillern retained the newspaper for only two months and
sold to E.J., Edwards, Edwards held on until Becember 1, 1882,
and sold to RJ.F, Eagle,

muzhtmtaumzlﬂmﬂh Eagle published
a review of previous ownerships of the newspaper concluding with

the statement thats

"Dhe Times has had en eventful history but amid all the
mitations thet it has undergone, it has ever been faithful tb
the general prineiples of the demoeracy, The future lbouru in our
hands will be in harmony with its past rscord-in regard to state and
naticnal politics," ;

Eagle minod in charge Bor 18 months, MN.C, B utz came back
to the publication as an aid in those times which were full of
exoltement and the Mussle Slough tragedy still was being threshed
out In the eourts, It had oceurred in 1880 but the long fight against
the réilroad ccntinuea for some years,

On June 5, 1884, A.J. Atwell apparently becamd owner as the )
name of Eagle disappeared, . However, between Jun 5 and Sep tember 25,
Butz was oditar and manager, ' '



ad four timep hintgy

On the latter d.ay, however, Atwell announced thet he had
purchased tho_ newspaper for the purpose o{:‘ partieipating in the
presidentlal campaign and h;.d., apparently, ro intention of
~ vetaining it beyond the time required to swing vobes behind the
Senpa sl ticket, : )

The campaign over, Atwell disposed of the Times on uuy '7, 1885,
to Ernest A, Girvin who took over the editorial pen and
S.C Patrick came into the organization as business manager.

Girvin retired three years later, ulling his interest to Patrick who
held the ownership until N ,vember 27, 1890, when Ben M., Maddex, then
ohief deputy clerk of the supreme court in San Francisce, came to
Visalie on businesa, liked the ecommmnity and mede up his mind vthis
should be the spot for his future home, ,

The sommunity hed prospered and the time was ripe for someone
to take eharge of the Times whosd_ omnership would be reascnably ‘
cont_inuous.- Meddox did not actually take possession until Jamuary 1,
1891, when he left the supreme court position and moved his family
to the county seat of Tulare county, -

llnd(ioz reached Visalla Just before notortous Evans and Sontag
iia gang broke loose and had the thrill of a reporter in eovering
one of the country's most outstanding uﬁ.u of news breaks,

Living, as the Maddox far1ly did, almost within a stone's throw
of the Chris X¥smmm Evans home in i:hn northwestern section of town, the
sltuation gave the young new owner of the newspaper rich opportunies
of which he took advantage,

-
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Study of the Times of those days reveals careful ettention to
detall, not only concerning live news of the period, but to
news summaries of state, national and world events,

Steady improvement in the Times is traced through the
Yyears that followed the assumption of ownership by Maddoxe
Patrick remained at the editorial desk for a considerable pgfiod and
»Progress was reeorded in all departments of the publication,

| the first issue of the Visalla Dily Times came off the
press on February 22, 1892, the Viselia Daily Delte having been A
distributed that seame morning, Thus, for all practical purposes, the
two Visell dellies which merged ngch 1; 1928 into the Visalia
Times=Delta, started their careers simmltaneously. Through the
mzit that preeceded the merger, they joined ferces to Lnr.vt the
commni ty,

The dailies ever were opposed on issues of national polities
end aiffered at times dn prineiples of state and local government but
these differences were frieﬁdly and the welfare of the city and eounty

remained the goal of each publication, _

Contrary to earlier ownershipa, the Times and Delta editors

end publishers from the day of the inauguration of the dailies
took part in no fistic encounters as between t hemselves d though the
Delta under Alonzo M, Do-ty- found times when Doty was attacked
physically and did some attacking himself wbth black eyes -
bruises resulting oecasionallys The city was enlivened frequently
by a spurt of bitter debate between the editors of the newspapers
but these oceurrences passed without casualtiess

m ore
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A wider renge of eirculation was made aveilable for the
Times ni‘tar Maddox took over the publicatiom and this
cireulation has been further enlarged by automobile deliveries
of the Times=Delta today, _

The editoriel police of the Times always was always sharp and
tMly and with advent of the press asscciations into the world news
field, the Times took on these services evening ashead of its
morning competi tor,

Cou.ntry correspondence first nu_ld. its appearance in a Visalies
newspaper in the colums of the Times, Prior to that time, the

' Times and Delta had published sorrespomdence items but but had ne
regalar representatives in the various cormunities, The
feature proved popular,

Ben M. Maddox, having become mssoeiated with the development of
the Mt, Whitney Power and Elestric Company, eventually found it
difficult to ea rry on his duties with both the newspaper and
the power organization,

He expressed a desire to retire from the newspaper bus:l.gonu
early as 1912 but d1d not turn the publication over to his som,
Horlofl M. Maddox, end his son-in=law, Carl A. Ferguson, under a

. /1910
contract of sale, until % Morley M. Maddox took ove
i e o /G0 3 °
.. . the Fergus eyests In the contract of sale ,

- ——.(the younger Maddox eompleted the purchase from his father and became
the sole owner of the publication, The younger lMaddox owned and
gamex conducted the Times in the progressive manner initiated :
by his father, M.M., Maddox, who died m May 9, 1933, at the age of T4,

m ore
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;ho first full leesed press associated wire into a Tulare eounty

about 20 years ago
newspeper was introduced by the Times/with the United Press,
Prior to that time the United Press "pony™ service had been
received by the newspaper even as had the Associated Press "pony”
service been received by the Dolpn.

The early days of Visalia, as recorded in the Times, were :
filled with inecidents of a truly historical nature, The Dalton boys,
train robbers, who started their ecareer in Tulare countys the
Mussle Slough tragedy when one men killed seven others in ten mimtes}
~ the” Evans aﬁd Sontag episede so well remembered by mo.n;z Visalia
xrpidmntaxel residents of today, and other news of local and national
- importance are resorded in the old files,

The Times was started as a champion for the ceuse of dmeracy;
an mti-Uh&m publicat!.on in the days when the land was torn
by internal frietiome Unlike the Delta, it stayed with its
original political arfftliation md, like most dailly newspapers in
communi ties of the size of Visalls, saw the widsom of being a )
newspaper for all of the people instead g?f‘ a political doeument
With the eomsolidation, the ‘T:.mel dropped its politiecs 113 keeping
with the needs of the sommunity end the newspaper itself,
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