December 13,1958
Laura D,Wilck,Literary “gency
14647 Dickens Street,
Sherman Oaks,“alifornia.,

Dear Mps, Elllott:
Please forgive me for not imnediately acknowl dging

recoeipt of the mscpt.,The Lonely Road, but I alloweéd activities to interfar
wit' my correspondence, '

I think a momentary" layoff from wrestling with it will do me good at
the holidsy season, &l though things sre shapiapg up and [ haw a diff'cult
t‘me resisting an urge to get goln§ Iy ccllaborator is also s'mmering
with 1deas which L am confident will be productive,

You asked if she did or did not do the Teri Ann part of the manuscript.
The ansuer id, she. d'd and she d'dn t., A brief explanat on of how we. work
will eliurify that,

She would subm:'t mnter! el, afirst draft, wh'ch I would go to work on, and
'i1f the sequence or ,atﬂrial I hed qpplied to 8.tustions, dsvel pment, I-
woul 8submit a sketch and throurh 1nnumerable exchanres, the writinn would
8hape ui

It was the same with some of the characters in the bar scenes, Some of
the chopters, salg ted an;where in the book, would unider:o eight to fi‘teen
revisions. My own colleze” research has,if noth‘n: more, proven the bacl ground
for very definite pat*erﬂs at certain cultural levels. And n the continuing
rescarch, some vory def nite treids haw been diaclosed thrn. 1 am sure
wvisa Ohore does ot real:ze. ©1though her close observation of peopnle and
activities pliesa a true flavor of authenticity. A1d she has come up vith
a character to 't into The Lonely Rocad and p rhaps give thet book the
thing it nesds when I develop the chars ter.

' . "

Y“wg has also come ‘up wl ith a character for "her boolz, 8 girl she calls
a ‘"townie," en uptown girl, anc she 1s deve o;ing, at ‘least in ‘oth of
our minds, .

So,you may feel sssurec that the work will not be dropred. Heither w'll
it po Mwandering" aroind elsewhere, but in time--T hiave no way of knowing
ho# long-=-bw manuscri ts will £iad th ir way back to you., I am sure
The 1onely Road-will be the first completed as Miss “hore indi:utes she is
somewhat occunied with thesis meterlal presently,- ‘

Again, ac:e t mv apolo-y for lack of Immediate acknndiledgment. And
more lmportantly, the best wimhes for a happy holiday to you and yours

Sincerely
Click Relander



December 29,1958
Laura D, w11ckSLiterary’Agenoy,
14647 Dickens Streot,
Sheruan Oaks,Calif,

- Déar Mrs. Elliott:

Regarding the unfinished original manws oript
you have on hand,., Please discard it, savé wear and tesr on sending
useleus material through the mail,

Miss Shore has put some work in on the college story, but itls
rather hard 7joing during holidays T guess, Holidays don't bother me
much, nor help the “tate Liquor Store increase its sales.

I obtained some materiel from Miss Shore,my collaborator
the three Introductory chapters, have worked t?em over and got them
back to her, It's coming %1ong nicely I think."hey run to- about . '
9,000 words. Some of the *eri Ann material from The fonesome Road
tle richt into there, with scarcely any editing aside from a few
characters who need reference injection, Misgs ghore ‘s at work on
drafting out some materlial for the next ohapters, then there'll be
more lonesBma Road ma'erial, and then some concluding chapters
on whioh both of us have alreudy sperit some time.

Yhe Lonesome Yoad was well alonz when 1 decid~d that the Port
4nn material shculd be washed out of the way first, Seems like bEiming
is very important on that kind of muterial, especially when someone
may hit the market with a College L1fe story any time., I'll brnd
every effort to get it through by say February 15. I know that sounds
pretty fast, but so much is already Xone on it, If for some reason
you have more of a definite i1dea when you could use it to best
advantage, and have to step it up & week or so,maybe it could be
done.

I reached the stage on The Lonely load where I neoded a rest
from one chapter. I'm real pleased the way it s ocoming, the plot
and story movg along, exoepting bogging doun on the individial
stories. The tone of the bell" idea I mentioned, with the various
tones having counterparts in heredity and traits of those in the
tavern has good, I think very good pro:c eots. I'm far into that,
the stories behind the tones, the bits ofmetal in the bel’ giving
them their "tones"™ end "character." I cven susp ¢t it might get
kicked back some dasy for a separate,

Oone deals with an older man wno sits around every night
while his younrer wife, & “erman glrl, tesaches a youns German



2

Engl ish,

!

They sit and talk, Oerman, night gfter night. The husband gets
"suspicious  goes out and leams some erman and comes back and sits
there listening to them "talking love" about their former 1life as
sweethearts, He sits night after night listening until he is sure,
then goes out and sneaks back and "eliminates" them,

Maybe it isn't original, but as far as I'm concerned it ié.

If yo:'ve got any connection with the pro;ram,“SuSpense" I've an
idea is is the kind they would go for, but perhaps they don't buye.
You!ll get a chance to see a draft of the "bell" chapter one of these
days when the “Yolle e Story material comes inslow from my collaborator,
although 1'm pounding her to keep at it, I'm discovering my kaowledge
of college is rating pretty high, nuf she is putting some nice touches
into it and meking it quite definltive.

We'll do our best. We're not the optimistic kind but plug along
and try hard, We're not expecting anything end aprreciate your kind
interest., And if the college story and The Lonesoms Road don't go,
mgybe something else will come alonge.

If you want the complete manuscript of The Lonesome Road back
for any purpose, a kind of preview of material type etc., let me know,
Itve kept it together and we're liied out now on the revisions and
expans ions, : ° :

#gain thanks for your time and consideration, Bast wishes for
the New Yeart!s, I'm off Wew Year's Day and anothsr day this week,
adé that to ®undsy and my evenings, and I hope for some reel pro ress,

Sincerely

Click Relander





