Indlan Yestivals

indians of the Yakima coun ry had an ®aster celebration which
antedated the coming of the white man to the portion of thils .
coun ry with thef religlous ceremonies in commemoration of the day and
according to Mrs, A.__-.;. Splawn, their manner of celebration and
commemoration partook some thing < .the c haractér of th.e day as
observed by ths whit® mn ani 8 aneth ing of his "'L'hanksgiving day ser=-
vices. | |

Fop the mfemation of those who are interested in the I dian amd
his custonﬁ, Mps . Pplawn has written something of the ceremoniale She

says: - ,
"Before the palgBace set fc,>ot ont his portion o fbe gltbe ém
brought with him his 'Daster Surday, the red man kept sacred & day
for thanksgiving which day occured at the beginning of spring and was &
mos t sclemn occasion somewhat in the nature of a communion. In prep retion
for the daythere went forth the salmm man of the.tribe whose duty
it is towm ch for t he coming of the aalmon and to catch some of them
for the £east and notify tm Hgh priest or ceremonial ma ster

€ v e

who in turn sends wards to the tribe,

The squaws gather roots, the camas, kouss, p;-ah-e..and sowicl;t, cook
the salmon snd meke great preparations.

The ceremoniel house is made of maTs or reeds ‘, the door always
opening at the east end while & the top of the roof above
the dox are tiree flag. Thec enter one is o blue, representing
tke sky. ‘he is winite for earthly light and the third is
yellow for heavenly light of the spirit waid. ‘hese are the sacred
colors of the déctrine.

Seated at the head or west end of the room 1s the master, in

ceremonial dress. e has inherited his honor from a long line of

ancestors . Pehimd him steands his interpreter. On the lef t three drummers
are seated with their pum-pums. Threeyoung s@GQU squaws,



wearing the® native hats wait upont e table, The Indians
are seated in a circle and befare each one is & new mat, serving as
a plate
I“ wads following the nature of a.prayer the priest be turns

thanks to the Great Spirit for the warmth and light, far tts passing of
whter amd for the return of spring. #t a givensignal he sups of the
water and f&PCHRO all pres ent do likewise,

He then talks againa md e pum-pums ae ome again beaten, af ter
which he tastes of the different roots aml every me does the same,

jhisccd;inues until the salmﬁu ad roots have all Ben sampled;

then he signals to all to eat heartily; ef ter which %héy dance .
‘his motion is = swaying from heel totoe,with ore hand spresd out
fan-l1like , |

Dyring the dancing the participants chant. I caught this much ard in
or language it would read:"Cur Father made owr bodies,gave them &
spirit and them moved." Another broke in with "Oﬁr Father put the
salmon in the wdte rfor our use."Then the priest paséés out,
errying two bells, onelamge and one small, the c eremony was repeated
foar each successive table full,.Margaref§ C. Splawn, Yakima

-

Berald, “pril 10, 1912,



Indians

An unusually warm day had an aprropriate hot ending at the
Third avenue theater last night when the band of Yakima Indians mw
in the city appeared in a succ:ssion of acts intended to emonstrate
some old t ribal customs.

The paréicipants in the e ntertainment that Mr. Russell offered
to the curiously inclined are inlthe city primarily as witnesses for
the government against people who are charged with the offence of éelling
firewa er to the wards of the United S tates and incidentally to carry
back to the reservation with them the odd change'
that m8AY may 5e picked up by the way of exhibitions such as were given
last i:ightee...
ihe beating was accompanied by a weird chant that sugg sted the
delightful yarns of James Yennimore Cooper and the yellow-backed
literature of Daniel Boone and Big Boot Wallace. The chief song‘
participated in by the hiyu chiefs, Sklew and White Pone wre
backed up by a chorus of the whole, part of whou insisted upon
keeping in sight and absorbing some of the attention. It was very
unprofessional buf nonbody semed to car. The numbers were announced
by Charley Wannassay, the interpreter who would occasionally
say ,"These boys want a little rest for a change," and then the
boys would rest.

As the programme wore on and the audienc wore out the
members of Lhu‘Nannassay}s company would lay off an occasional garment
or two , appearing principally in the charm with whch
nature had endowed them, with t heir legs, torsos and arms p inted
with all sorts of devices that w e unquestionably native art.
The layiig off of garm nts is quite as attractive to hear of as
to see., When it is told that the gaudy raiment was principally a breec h

cloth and apron of cheese cloth the realism of some of the situations



can be immagined. In all @ses it wa; either too much or too
little clothing.

When the former it was furs , from which the performers would ©sul
issue frothing and steaming afrom their exertionsj; when the
latte it was always a dread that some jart of the brief attire
would give way under the strain of emulation of war times.

White Bone, the Indian who broke his.gun over th e head of

Capt. Jack and arrested that notoriously bad Indian told of the lodoc
vbattles in the lava beds.

He ca;ptured €apt. Jack,s squaﬁk whom he exhibited last
night, calmly telling his hearers that she was his slave.
This while Mrs. Capt. Jack-White Bone wore a sash of Stars and
Stripes, the emblem of the free. Mr. “one also showed the gun‘with
which he hit Capt. Jack and said that he would keep 1t to his
dying daye.

He was interyrtted'by Charlie Ike, a particularly intelligent
Yakima.

There were love dances, statz dances, mttle damnces, ghost
dances, war dances, Indlian comedy pantom ne and marches,. These were
carried out by Sklew and another by Wnhite Bone. Theré wan
paint and perspiration everywhere, all to the uhceassing beat of
the drum, and all of it was alike to a painful degree, the
participants seeming to enjoy it asmuch as any one in thé large and wamm

audience--Beattle Post-Intelligencer, May, 1897.



Indians--Fair

Yakima c:ltizens o.nd v isitors fram other places 1n the state
are alike interested in t he Natienal Indian convention to be
held next week on the state fair grourds. .

The encampment of Indians is visited by many i:ntere ted per‘se‘)na
and the representatives of a great many tribesa nd Indian
races contributa much to the entertainment.

Captain Eneas and obher rrominent chiefs of the Yakim ani
Westem (copy-} Wnshingbon tribes were ins‘t:rumental in clébﬂ

calling the cmvention and they have endeavefod to maeke it
natioml in its cbaracter...

1 =IO

fhey will give a8 grand exhibiﬁon of all the

e T v ) i - -l - Eoo

famous arﬂ favorite dances including the war dance, wedé.h%g dance,

the medicine clance and last on the program the one held

L

"hile go:lng thus far the Indians conclxﬂed to go all the

mos t sacred in the past the deael ma.n s feast,

way and give a full and comple te exhibition of the greatest

event with them in the way of dancos t he su.n dame. The government
forbid this harbaric ceremony many yea s ago when 1ts celebration
was at tended with gravest danger to the white people and s pecial
permission had to be secured fran the Ipdian department

for this occasion. *his alone will be worth going many miles to ses
for it in al1l prebability will never been seen again in the
northwest. there are many . of the oldest Indians.

who danced it when the ceremeny was fuller of significance than

it 1s now but to the younger braves the sight will be as novel as
it 1s to the white uspectators.

The festivities will be open d with & menster parade ef Indiars
h native costumes, At tie fairgrounds the I;dia.ns will live in
tepses mmde of barks aml skins.. |



‘he officers of the recently f ormed association ares
Eneas, president and treaswer; "illism Te<Yer-Fash, vice president:
? " H]

Lancaster Spencer, secr tary and nnhager; Cha 1lss Oiney,

chief of police; ﬁiiék'@eslyy; inwr'pr:ter; Charles ¥ .

“esley, Elick Teio, WeyeIllup, Min.’u;ock,.Judges.

“néng “the widely known and prominent chiefs ‘from distant

who will'b's here are Jack Habbit, Flathead, Monte; Standing ear,
¥ort Belknap; Red Cloud Grand Ronde, Ore.; Joseph Jaf,

Colvills, Yash; Chap Lot, colvilla %ash- Peter Mox MoX, Lapwah-
Idahog Hir'seses Mox Mox, Palouse, ‘gash; No “hi’bt Pendleton;
George’ ‘I.eschi Puyﬁ.lup, ‘?‘ash, John Highton, Puyallup,

Washe.; Ter-La=Pe-So-Yah, Kar =Ner-Poo, Columbia, “aah, J";"me:r--To::'-

&

Ner, “arm Springs, Ore; Ter-Sha-Ner, “arm Sirings; Ter.Sha-

N6, Wishram, Colimbia, "ash; biicklelo, Whemar, Colmnbia,Wnsh.,
Mininock, “hiaam Y olumbia; E‘nn:m, Yakima Wi 111am Te-Yer-Yaah, d
Yakima; “eyallup, Yak ma; Charley "esley, Yakima 3 bhaw-Wa-Y'Yakima
Um-Le-Pee, Yak:fnm Patus, Wakima; "hit.e swan, Klickitat;
01d Spencer, Klickitat; Tecumsch, Yald tovit, " Klickltate-

#he 'Vak ima “Herald, Octe. 4, 1905,

=



Indians

Tom toms are booming in the tribal camp of the Yakimss today a
mile south of White Swan where 400 abordinal Americans are gathered far
their annual 10-day summer encampment. Some 40 -odd tepees are ranced
in a great circle around the l-ng dance lodge like a Bemington painting
of the 01d West. In the background the Tonpenish hills reqr their rough
contours to the sky, the harsh baldness of their flanks softened by
ever-changing shadows, "

Visitors from all parts of the Columbia basin have been arriving the
past few days to jidin in the celebration, pitching their white
lodges next to the tepees of their hosts. Representativ s of the
Umatillas and Warm Springs have made the trek northward from Oregon énd
a band of Nez Perces from Idaho camped‘at Toppenish last night was due
on the scene this morning to take part in the grand parade and the
danccs to follow this afternoon,

Yesterday wa- one of rest and preparation. 01d men whose life span
began before the white settlers swarmed into the valley dreamed in
the shade of better times,BRicksy, wrarped to the nose in bright
blankets stalked from lodge to lodege paying social calls and
others in scattered groups idled away the hours talking and jesting/
Youngsters padyed beneath the aspens fringing the camp and dogs
pworled aimlessly about in search of food scraps.
Chief HoMer Watson entertained a few white visitors while his

wife worked diligently beading a ne “ress. In several of the
lodges swuaws were busy unpacking finery, warbonnets, bead belts
skin shirts and leggins or assisting their male consorts in the
tedious task of rebraiding and oiling their hair. One aged
buck spent a toilsome hour plucking hairs from his chin and
cheeks preparatory to daubing his countenance with paint.,

Comfortably ensconced with their working materials at the rear of a



tepee a spectacled housewife plied nimble fingers weaving

and ollalie basket,
| Among the paleface visitors yesterday werg Dr. E.O.
Holland president of Washington State college;A.D, Bunn, stockman and
0.D. Gijbson, president of the Gibson Packing company. The sights were
"old stuff" to the latter two but it was Dr. Holland's first
visit to an INdian camp. His prefix "Dr." won him the insdnt
regard of the head men, to whom he wa introduced, they taking it for
granted it was a doctor of medicine., After several hours
at the camp the party drove on to Fort Simcoe where
Dr. Holland inspected the old blockhouse and

commandant's quarter and Met Maj. Evan Estep, the

Indian superintendent and his wife who were spending the weekend there--
The Yakima Republie, July 7, 192k,



Indians

For-several days past Klickitat Indians lave been gathering
at the old camp at Tumwater in anticipation of the annual
ghost dance in which honor is given to the departed
warriors of their tribes says the Klickitat L"ou_n’t;y Agricultur-
aliste.

Yor an entire week during thelat ter part of this month the red-
men will sway back and forth in thelr weird incantations , naw
dancers taking the places from time to time of those "who become
exhausted. I, response to a nea(l‘ly written invitation from Chiefl
Spedis of the Klickitats , Prince ®lockish of Wahkiacus las
depa rted for he gathering.

Slockish is an expert as a leader of the chanters amd is past
master of the intricacies of the difficult moccasin dance. Hg
will be on hand in full regalia and will do much to add to the
picturesquessness of the scene.

Chier Spedis spent five years at the govermment Indian
school at fort Simcoe but on completion of his
cour se saw no opening among the white men for his activities
and so retuwned tothe primitive ways of his people. He now
lives the simple arduneventful 1life of the average “iwash
giving no exter .or signs of his spperior education--'f"he

Yakima Repbublic, March 4, 1910,

TheIndians at Wiskam, six miles above LIoldendala, have been
having their annual dance,celébrating the breaking up of
winter and entreating the Great Spirit to send a big amount o f
Salmon withthe first run , Says a correspondent.

Hartin Spedis, an Indian who received a good education

in an Indian school was master of ceremonies assisted by an



Indian from Wah-ki-a-cus, on the Klickitat river. “l1 the

redskins fro miles around gathered att e ancient village, “iskam
Lo participate in the revelry and religious dances

that have been in prog ess for the last Bwo weeks.

'I"he Ghosé'Dance, the Salmon Dance, the Grass Dance ard
others have been participated in bY at least 100 redmen and
maidens, During the dancing s veral e ngagements were
announced and a wedding celebrated, all without a word
being uttered, gverything wag done by sign,.

j'hechi-uf, llartin Spedis, 1s a very capable silversmith
who does fine engraving on bracelets, necklaces and rings for
the Indian brethren @& in his own village as well as for
the Yakimas, the Celilos and the Wascos. W& hammers the article
to be en.graved fram silver dollars or smallsr denominations
of coins then from his own designs which vare veryaccurate
and artistic in effect,makes the jewelry.

Many white men and women wsar rings and b racelets that
Spedis hasmade and are considered as good as those made by the best
avajo silversmith.

When questioned why he didnot wok in some cityat his
trade amd liveamong white people Spedis replied with an
accent of pathos:"Oh, I am only an
Indian and no one would foriet it so it would make no
difference how hard I triec to-.be somebody it would be
impossible farmef to rise. I mve a good education but
I am only an Indian after all," Martin Spedis is a well respected
Indian and among the few who do not indulge in firewater.

He is a very industri ous and has erected most of the dwéllings
occupied by the Indians at ‘“iskam besides is quite an
agrictilturist, having several acres in field and garden every

year--Yakima ~epublic, F'6be March 18, 1910.



liarriage customs,

6/10/56 . (Told dnring conversational lulls at wedding of Jemette
wgsley smd “eter Smartlowit at *orpen sh Long House by Jobe “hatley,
great-grundfather of bride, Thomas K. vallup, 73 and Frank “ohappy.

Yallup-The way it was told to me by my father (Williem Yallun) , the
way it was done when he wsas a boy (William Yal lup died May , 1955 at
age of hizh in 90s]

A Neg ferce chief wanted to marry into the Columbia River tribe to
spre.d his influence., He sent ocut run ers to the parents o0@0d40dhded...
chief, of a Rmxk girl at Wallula, ‘hey made a purchase offer.

Later the pa ents of the girl sent out run ers to the wez Perce chief
accepting the of fer, A date for the weddlng was set . “hen runners were
sent cut d 1 over to the villages, They gave at least a week's notice.

J'ihepeople arrived atthe day of the wedding. The Wez Perce chief
brought horses that had been asreed ~pon for t he exchange .

‘he weddingwas held in a long house, the long house of the community,
Everyone was dressed up in their best buckskifis. The people wege seated
around just lile at along house meeting. The wedding party gathered
at one end., fhere were three religious men, They mrz were called
Cha “ha i Nee. They were re isious men. They asked questions of the
young man end woma m ., They asked each me, separately if they were
compelled by anyone to be married, Lf either one of them said they were,
then, the wedding was tore,"

“fter the questims they faced toward the east and they sang a song,
it was a relisdous son., (Asked if this was one of the old preumer
songs or one brousht Hak "rom the 4 ad. #nswer: It was a religlous
song.,)

hfter that then the father of the girl proclaimed tha or a
announced that his daughter was married. The father of the man also
gnnounced that mexwax his son was married. ‘hen it was done.

After that, and before they feasted on roots and thinzs like that,



: giRkx man girl's

the women folks of the mamAzx0089 went to the RBAOO side of the

long house. They spread out blankets and buckskins and made & nice
place. Then the girl came there and took off the thinzs she was woaring.
“he took off everything and they were given to members of the man 's
woment!s folks +‘they dressed her up in clothinrthey ka#xx had brought
along.

Then the ﬁgﬁigXﬁgﬁp}e girl's peozle went to man;s side , to the
corner and spread out blankets and thinss ., The man came and was
undressed, piece by plece and h's cloth ng given to the side of the
house he had married into. He also was given clothing to wear,

“fterthat the man 'sfolks brought theprmzemksx purchase presents
and they were c£iemen tothe irl's people .

After that was done the mats were spread out and the food was served.
“ometimes they danced after that or they just had a social time,
played rumes and things like that.

Yefore they went home , the men's folks announced a date for
the exchange. *hat was usually set about six months from the marriage.

The weddinzt feast usually lasted two days and on the thi d day
cveryone went home.., Thegirl accompanied her hushand t o her husband's
village.

“hen the time approached for the exchange, runners went out and
reminded everyone,

The dey came and the womenis folks came to t he man;s villagse,

They brought food roots and things like @ that . The men'sfokks had
brought food from their part of the country when they came for the
wedding.

The man and hi family had been bisy assemblyine things for the
exchance. When the feast was served everyoae took d 1 the dishes he was
serrvéd.with and things like that, Lhen the men_s folks distributed

%83 zifts, bazs and buc:skins, feathers and fans . These were gi en to®



) ‘
to the gzirl aad her peonle and they scould pie them away to other friends
if they » ddddd wanted to. Many things were given away then.

ln, an ther six months or so, sometimes longer, and 1f there was
a bapy, fhe girl's folks held ancther dinner and the meni s folks
came md were served food ansthere crulli be amot er exchange. Somet imes
there was one more after that,

In that way the yo ng people got things tost rtthem cut in l1ife,
thinrs theyv needed.

If the bab - wasborn, it was given a name from the man's side. lis side
had the honor of maming the baby, if the baby was a boy, But if the

baby was a girl, the honor of haninz 1t was kept by the womanBs side.

1y, Jobe Yharley's acrount, he was marrled at “ighram, when he was 22
and his bridxexmx bride was"purcha-ed " for eipsht horses.

In 217 accounts thils "purchaseh " was cors trued as an honor upon
the girl, a token of esteem Iin which she wsasheld, not that she was
beine actually purchased for so many horses,. :his purcha-e and the
exhhange entered into a type of rivalry for each to show richness

and = display of wealth, to sha his fen:ly's smEiXx social standing.



Chinook Dance .
Winter 1880-81

sseConversing with Engineer Fostner of the Baker, he asked me if I
had ever wintnessed a Chinook dance, (n zepiyirg receiving a negative
reply; the gentleman said ==

Well; I have and I'11 tell you about,“ it. During the last freeze=up
we were moored Jjust dcross the river there; where about 80 or 100 India
camped, One day Capt. John Stump and myself, hearing there was to be a
Chinook dance; concluded that we would go. and see it., Arriving on
the scene; we entered a large hut or wickiup lodge about 20x60 feet in
size in which some 80 bucks and squaws were huddled in a promiscuous
manner, There was scarcely any air; and the atmosphere wa: stifling.

Presently an old squaw arose and began .jumping up and down in a
spasmodic manner_; at the same time weeping amd moaning in the most

hear$éerending style., Soon another and still another squaw joined her
until a rov of 8 or 10 was formed, each placing her hands upon the

one in front, at a signal by the chief the whole band set up the most
doleful cries and moans, swaying the body back and forth and weeping
copiously, Twenty minutes of this ceremony was suddenly succeeded

by an awful silence, when from an obscure corner of the 'wickiup'

apreared an old Indian, bowed and wrinkled with age = the 'medicine man

of the bandq
With a mmall bundle of pine splirters and some leaden bullets in

his hands he approached a smouldering fire in the centre of the lodge
and laid the splinters one by one upon the flames, at the same time
repeating a mournful chant, After dropping a number of the small

bullets in the fire and allowing them to get hot he proceeded, in the

most unconcerned manrer, to swallow them, This was the sigml for ane



Chinook dance (20

other series of howls and moans, amd under cover of the noise we de=
camped, nearly suffocated with fouk air amd smoke., This is their

ceremony for raising a warm wind,

The next day the ice broke and we left for Celilo but the Chinook
they had so successfully raised lasted but a few days. The river -
again closed and; in spite of their dance anmd the medieine man
swallowing not lessthan a barrel of bullets;- no Chinook came for nearly
2 weeks; when the big boom of logs at the mouth of the Yakima broke
ard the stock back in the hills began to die,

They let their ceremonies go by the board anl set to work catching
logs and securing hides, ZThey have great faith in their medicine

man but do not let their ceremonies interfere with their worldly

int erests,

= The Dalles Times March 16, 1881



Indiang

lhere are potlatches galore these days among the Indians; but at
least one or two have been paid so far by the merchants.
A certain establishment in this city ms furnished hundreds of
yards of calico and many blankets for potlatches during the pasxt
six months; and the proprietors say they look upon themselves as they
imagine, must an Indian who gives away lLis horses sheep, calico
.4 money periodically.
The would be dispenser of gifts simply comes to Yakima, gets his
goods on credit, has a hiu potlatch--and the merchants pay
the bills.
This i1s positive evidence that the Indians are becoming civilized-

Yakima ferald, March 7, 1895.



Indians

On Sunday last a large number of citizens visited the Indian
camp below Tmion Gap where a rompom was being reld to propitiate
the good spirit and induce him to send a big run of salmon., Two
hundred Indians took part in theincantations--Yakima Herald,

June 1, 1803,

Hmmash (Homash) a prominent Vakima Indian 1iving about ten or
12 miles from thefort was stricken with paralysis on the 8th inst,
and died on Sunday. He —as about 56 vears of age and a leader among the
farming and better class of fndians. His funeral wss held in
style, dnparting to thehapny hunting grounds in a

handsomely mounted casket--Yakima Herald, July 20, 18¢3,

Major Jay Lynch, ex-I dian agent of theSimcoe reservation,
recently succeeded by Judge Erwin of South Bend, left Saturday for
his home at Dayton. Those in position toknow of the
situation at the recervation compliment the major highly for

his consientious and businesslike management of affairs,



Indians

Potlatch

Toppenish, May 28--A funeral potlatch to honor the memory
of the thres I;dian fishermen who were drowned Synday when the
platform at Su~ ysid am collapsed will be held on Saturday.

The body of Fred A drews, part Hawaiian but a member of the

tribe was recovered lfist evening about 7 o'clock. It had been cargied

7 miles from the whirlpool into which the IEdians werf, thrown
when the platform ~ave way.

The bodies of the other two drowned, Charles Harrison
and Jacob Emunot who gave his 1life in an effort to rescue the
others, were found earlier in the wesek.

The funeral proper will be held tomorrow and the potlatch
take place at the Harrison plac: just outsideof Toppenish on the
following daye.

Maj. Evan Estep, superintendent of the I;dian agency has
given each widow $75 to use in purchasing materials
to use iA0 fo r the potlatch and relativ s of the dead

men have provided the usual blankets, bakkets, trinkets and the

like to use as gifts in honor of the dead. It is expected that the

potlatch will contirue all day-- Yaki a Republic, May 28,
1925.



Indian Camp Meeting

Father W:llbur; Indian agent among the Yakima Indians at Ft,
Simcoe; has written a letter to Rev, M,G, Mann in relation to a camp
meeting which is to be held at that place during the latter part of
June commencing on the 27th instant, Father Wilbur reports that
several contiguous (CQ) tribes will join the Yakima Indians in their
religious ceremonies. Several thousamd natives will be brought
together,.. It will be one of the great events of Eastern
Washington during the present year,.. ' ‘ 7

-~ Tacoma Herald, June 2, 1887



Indians

A test of the tribal marriage ceremony of the Indians will
be made at this term of th¢ federal court if the s:'rious charges
brought against David Heemash, 17 year old Ipndian and his parents
in a secret indi tment are returned by the gglgd grand jury
are brought to trial. '

Heemash, who under the name of :erchese w-s sentenced to the
reformatory yesterday in superior cou t for theft of an automobile
w s brought into feieral court today with his parents by A.L.

Dilley, deputy marshal. The indictment charges the son with
carnal knowledge of a 13 year old girl, the father and mother, Mr
and Mrs. George !‘eemash being charged with aiding and abetting the
prime.

It is stated that the def nse will be that the young man &
and girl were married with tribal ceremony with the parents of
both the husband and wife giving consent.

The complaint alleges that the girls i$§ not young
Heemaxh's wife. Locally, validity of tribal marriages has been
accepted but never in cases where the participants were so
young. The actual question of the case 1is therefore falidity
under such donditions of rather extreme youth.

Mr. and Mrs. “‘eemash pleaded not guilty when arraigned before

Judge J. Stanley Webster this afternoon and their bail was

‘ixed at $350 each.--Yakima Republic, May 21,

1925.





