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regon imnigratian ®gan in 1830, but the Yakima valley beirg away
from the maln thoroughfare , remained a wilderness. Yhite men pac}dled up
its streams now and then tut itwas atill in possession oi‘l the Indianas
long af'tor Dr, Thitman and his wife had paid with thogr mve?s fa
the mrivilego of belng thofirst missionaries ancng the “ayuse Indians,
In 1883 the im igrant train led by James l.ongmlire passed through
Yakima valley bound for Puget Sound, The same yof Mgblellan was in
the wmlley with iis party of engineers making & railroad survey,
Koeni~aelin, the Yakima chief, had gme to %¥alla "alla in 1l 847
and asked far a Catholic priest for his tribe. Two fathers were sent
tho same year to establish a ission on the fintanum, These two men |
were tho only vhite men in the valley for years. ‘hey left when
the missim was burned by soldiers in 1856,
For a number of years the valley was clos d to white sattlors, in
1859 aftor comgress ratificd the treaty udo botweor Vovernor
“tevens and the Iydian tribes of Bastern "ashirgtam in 1855 the valley
was *hrown open ard settlement bogane
"aquaw an: came first bul not many remained, Yery few of the
" gottlar s were oxOteam piane ers, but werc children of those sturdy
h ane seckers who had crossed the plains in the léng caravans of the
forties and fI ties. 4 lways wanting more room to expand, feeling shutw
in if they cold see the amoke from a neighbar's chimney, many of
the ce Upegon settlers pulled up stakes, loaded the old prairie
schooner again and crossod the Columbia in search of 1w country,
Hearly all of these restleas, erowed (copy) settlurs werg stock
men, needing range and the Yakima valley was the idoal locatione
i Qoscription of the ¥akima wlley by Alexander tfolss, the fur
trador in 1814 tallics with that of the histarian, #.J . Splawm,
who marveled at its beauty and potential vﬁlue to tho settler, 50 years
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later «

4g early as 1859 cattlemen began drivirg in thoed cattle by the
thosands to those yich pasture lands, llany of the se men were connected
with later history, but at first mede no permanent location, “en Snipes
was anong tleme There wore the “llens, Murphys, William Yonncll,
W1llian Honmlerson and others,

I, 1889 ¥, Mortimor *horp mowd his family and possesscions from
Poik county, Oregon, into Kilck!'tat county locating where ?oldendale
now stands. ~he town was built on jart of his calf pasture,

Historians have wrltten in giowing tarms of the rugged pioneeyr who
crogssod tho plains in 1844, He was & tyvicec 1 frontiersman, fearless,
ko spitable , restless, freo-handed, the genuine type taking possession

M__;oi' tie wilderness, making it & dwelling plac for gonerations of the
*‘“&horps to cane, Five genarat ions of the Thorps have locked upon
this valley and booen conbnt,

He was rominont in Kiickitat affailrg being the first sobate
judpe, but the ros less gpirit of tip true pluwer storted nim oub
again end in 1860 he drove & herd of fine Durham cattle ovor to the
Moxco valleye :he 1ittle log=cabin he built for his herders wec the fiest
houg %0 be orected in the valley except those by Catholic fathars and
the soldiera,

m t'ebrmry, 1861, the Ifirst family of the Yakimu valley loaded
the ir h owsehold goodson pack harses, then father, mother and nine
ehi1ldren set out on horseback following tie trd) over the Sincoe
mountsing where in places the sruw was several feet deep, down the
Satus to the Toppenish which they crossed. Over the asage trush
plains they f ollowod the trail to the Yakima river, passed thrm gh
Pahwhowto=outo (Union Uap) forded the riwer above the mouth of the
Aptamm and moved into the 1ittle logwcabin built far the two herders,

fhe stove !md been loft in the Klickitat, the furniture wa:' crude
there was but 1ittle room far elews- neople, the roof and floar wore
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of dirt; but there was a mothor who pet triale and herdshipsand prie
vitation with a smilee Mrase Thorp wus the first white woman to
nmake ter hame in the Yakima valley. ‘heir meerest neighbara were at
least G0 miles away,

4 new house wa 8 soon cors @ucted, the stobe Lrought in the fall,
@lso sore furniture, ‘hat year they raised @ gardens :'he I,diana gave
them litctle trouble as their first experienc with lp, Thorp taught
them to . careful. ‘he misdemeanar was horse-steling and the punishe
mnt vas mxie to fit the crime, “ year lator he met amd vanguished a war
party led by “mohalla, after that ks wast reated by the Indisns with
wholesaue respect, _

“narles Splawn helped driwe “horp's mutle to the Moxee; he had cau
with the Thorps from Ovegon ad in the fell of 1861 he amd the oldest
i_‘lxorp daugh ' er, Yulcenst wore married at Fort Simecoe by Pather Hilbur,
the first marriage In ‘Rkine valley, Ahoeip ‘aand born in 1863 was the
fiped whito child born in the valloy. Lo died within a yoare

‘pere wore fiw Splan brothers, Charles, "illiem, George, Moses amd
dndrew Jp, ‘heir fathar was a ploncor of Nissour: mdl he died there
in 18&5. ‘e | Pive boys and the Ir mother , a brave and enterprising
wvoman of the genuine piaeer type, followed the Opegom trall in 1862,
settling in Linm county, Oregone.

The youngest son, 4§.J. Op Jack joined his brother, Charles in
tho Klickitat in 1860 aml in 1861 entered the Yakina valley, beginning
his career as a cattlommn, “hregh the yeare that followed he ranged
all throwgh the narthwest taking in Mastana, Idaho, gmnilcoys s
Yariboo and many othor placese

I2g adventures have been presorved in his histor.c volume,
"Ra=mi-a~kin,  he Last Hero of the Yal»;ims.; 4% me timo he filed
a aquatter's right to 180 mecros of land but that was m life fe
the roving aowboye Ho 801d cut in 1872 to John S+ BREGY Shoudye Mo
town founded on it by lire Phoudy remed for Wis wife, Fllen, so
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80 “jlensburg came into bai £V

The hard winter of 166162 noarly wiped out the cattle industry,
but the “horps faught .4 aperately srd. e aved every harge and 1ost only
seven of their 300 kead o cattle,Lveryday ths men broke the snow crubt

0 the stodk could gt to the feed, . J 7

“he first school in the vd ley was held in 1862 upstairs in the
m twowstory Thorp logwhouse. The teacher W Mprse “lbert Haines, who
cam® with her husvand and daughter tha t year to tlelioxee, Her
daughter endthe Thorps were the scholara, .

In 1861 “lbort Hensen, neighbor of the “horps in the Klick’tat
lcaded a pack team with a supply of mirer's 16044 equipment argd
ariving a fow cows set out Wi his family to trade with the miners
in the “enatcheo valloys ¥inding that the gold seckers hud moved on,
Yensen turmed back, s0ld out to the Indians and visited his o0ld nelghbor,
“horpe In 1864 ho care bLack and settled near Thorp.

in 1863 B1lliom *'ﬁrker ard John é31len drove in a largo band of cattle
and located M Pariter bottom » Yarler derives 1ts name from this Pdoneer,
Gilvert.Pell settled now tis mouth of the Smtus in 1863, *he  first
gettler on the Ahtanum, “ndrew Yervais, came in 1864, remainirg to
becore @& rrominent and honored citizen, “nothep prominent man, Nathan
Olney, the secom settler in the “htarum, arrived with his Inaian
wife amd caildren the.same year., NHathan Olney crossed the plains in
1843, .

*he o0ldest house now standing in the wlley was bulit by J.P,
“attoon in 1864, It i3 a tWoedkOPP room log structure with dirt roof,
“h¢ fireplace is of sandstone, ';Lhe logs of this pioncer cabin.ere in
perect state, the dirk chunking still in evidente(Copy) My, Mattoonts
parents, fbel anxi “arah Matboon, moved fraa Nev York to Bh-o in an
early daye John Mettoon was barn in Lucas County, Ohio, Dec, 20,
183¢ and ceme with e femil across the plairs the yar of the itmn

ma Baerg .
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JoBa I“élscm am family came into the velley in 1864, firally loce
ating :m the Naches, the first setiler there,

In 1865 “ugustan Cisman made tke first location in tho Worss
vdlley, lator acquired by David Longniré, wnose father led thofirst
wagon train t hrough the valley in 1853, lineClleman brought tie first
sﬁeop into the valleye

ihe first staro was startud by Egbert fronch and his Indien wife,
it was in Parker bottom end is still standinge

e Goodwine came in 1865, leading an emigrant train and unusual
Bighte*hcso people nearly all settled in the willey. Samuel Chappelle,
Tannors, 41lens and dons of others whc lald foundations in the valle;
ligarly all of them gcttled along the sweums thus affording irrigation
for t helr pardena and small vheat fiolde,

Inh 18G9 the Derlker Brothers establisied a storeat the pluce wheh

. .hecame lmown as Yakima Uitye “nother store was opened b Ueorge Goodwin

m' 1870, ?‘no Schannos toolr up claimg and esteblished another store,

On Janwary 12, 1863 the legislature passed an act cresting the
county of Ferguscne®he officials app inted@ never qualified. ~wo years
later the act was repealed and Yakima county was createde Still there
was no organization, but in 1867 Yove nor loore mamed the officlais
and insisted that they cctle

Iprigation was ssarted, or continued, rather, as lan-nl-alkin had dug
the very first ditch in 1847 to water his gardens, ‘he Yooawina
x*-’aim;ﬂ a small cron of wheat in 1866 o Under & cooperative gystenm
soveral men brought water {rom the lachese Ynat wms the veglnning
of the 'mion “Yanal, In 1870 the Schannos dug & canal 18 miles
in length, 8 feot wide and 18 inches deeps

Sattlerent inercased rapidly berinning with 1870 ; stock reising was
the leading industry until the ccvora winter of 18811882 vhen so many
herds perished,

Irrigation was oPopd openirg the way to woalth; the railrcad was
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valley-has-stoadily progressed and
- 18 now recognised ag the o the mcst roductive pe |

gattgng neayey varrl-—net rOre Yokimam

; 1 giong of the state,
ather Wilbur asslsted in e stablishing tie fipst Sunday school in

the valley in 1869, 1
° *t Ws in the home o William “land, a Hothodist

and hls wifo, Yaprah, ihe 11ttle log=cabin has long einco Ben torn cown

but the influence of that little school on the ‘htanum can searcolr
be estinated, -

In 1870 ¥r, and 1ivs, Dyisha Tenner and their S oah i el
fran Porest Grove, Oregon, to the “htamum, The Tanners had crossed the
plains in thefarties. A1igo brought with her a melodeon whi.cﬁ was the
first in the valley. “he childra of the Sunday school which met in
the %anner home vore @olighted with ite Yhis melodeon s still in the
possesaion of descendants of the lanner familye

In 1875 the fntenum¥ongregatiornl church grew out of this 1little Sundgy
schoole ¥ mohool house was bullt and both chuwrch and Sunday school '
met theroc. In 1884 the Miapum chureh was built, Wocdcock acadeny
was founded tiwough th® influonce o this churche

*he Congrogatiaal church of Union Gap grew into the Pirst Longregations

church of Yakima &s 1 ¢ was staerted in 1879 and moved in 1883,
in Hovomwer 1875 Yisters of Irovidencs opencd & schoel at Yaklma
Citye ¥ 1ator “1andina of the “ngels was appointed superiar and Yisters

“mxcouv ar

Darothea and lary Melanle were her conpanims e %-1_103 ans from
via Portland to Ghe Dalles. 'fhey ferried over to Yrand Palles, taking
the stago o “oldendale., At Centerville, ten miles from Goﬂderﬂnl@,
ther stopped at the haome of Jchn Henny, & religious man who had fitted
up one room in his house as & chapel where tie clergy held mass and

the sacrament was administered, .

llr. Kenny ins isted tim ¢ bk bring the three sistors to their deste

ingtl one “he canveyance was a haavy wagon, dram by four horsos end

it toolk four days to male ti® trips
Uyping the firat yoar of their sehool, none pupils were enrolleds

{Copy) Pram this first school 3t J. seph's academy had grown to its




mrecont sizes _ _
;m.f'jrst county supcrintemdent of schcols, facrga i, Parriah,lrmda
the tullowing entry in hﬂs record boolts "I was appointed school
supperintendent by the county comissl crevs the first lMorday in
Fobruary, 1868, I lad no: predecesser, cmeoequently no recorde nop

precedent in the comty by which t acte ©
“he ennual repart of the superintendent of 1668 we: as foliowss

The county was divided into six districts, five of wid ch have or aniz«d
aml reported, the mmber .uf' scholars is 1164 School funds in the
treasurpy are ¥477.86e * hore are no school houses ar libraries bu{: it
is hopod tlere will be "
:ho firet flag in the velley was used in a Fouwrth of July celebration
in 18784 It mormde of 9ilk ribbong and had 38 statese *he ribbon
was furnished Ly “ecrge Yoodwin, pleoncer merchant who had & general
store in Yalima City, He was the gon of Dre “oodvin, the very first
doetor to sottle in the Yakima valley. !iros Ruth Lewia made the flag,
4 not ‘ble gatharing took place June 30, 1918 at the fam of Yallace

"iley near %am 11c0. ""ho‘:alace is Imown as Famela=kin's gardens and
thousandls of poople, thites and Indians , gathered to honor the chief
ghoge early agricultural enterprise brough the first irrigation
98t ditch into the wmllay,

With' imposing ceremonies an iron post was driven tc comenorate this
@& tche “ddresses wers made by “en., Hazard Stevens, Prof. E«S, Meany
o e state universi ty and a mumber of loc:«l residents, among them
alince Yileye

'_""be cld Catholic missian on the “4htspum ranks first in historical
associatians in thevalley. 9 1littleo adobe hut first erected there
wag the abode o the ' ir st white men to estmblé.sh rosidence in the
volloye lp tract remains of et humble shrine, where religious
hetruction was firet glven the savagese ‘ne church erected latoer by

7
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Jesuito parks tho spok of thé first nissin,e

1 tho shade of locust aml black willow, stards the little log
cabin wore the threo pricsis lived, The chwceh 18 a few feat faﬁtheﬁ
one It was ballt of huge pine logs, excaliently perserved. f‘be pulpit
the ch odr loft, réaclsl by a ladder; of er nute evidonce of the zealous
untiring efforts of thoce early-day missionarles,

Through thelr old ;arden, past the wuildings, can be seen thelr
ditche It io said that they started the apule industry in the Yakima
valloye Yoms of the treos are standing not €ar from the churche

Aleng the highway in fromt of the mission, & granite momment was
eroctod as a memoriale

Bt Josop 's Missime “ounded Oct.‘lmv.

sy Gblate'fathers Rgzhard, "h.trouso, Pandosy an: Yjanchette
“unned 1856. Re.built by Fre 557 Onge 1867,

Hemorial by Yakima Plorcor ass ciati on, July 1, 1023



Two Varieties of Cherries are lamed.
Pram Teld 551 the. Ploncers, index, unpublished re terigal.
Before cpossing the plains with his family in 1852
a man named “eth Lewellyn filled o of \bisvmgons with dirt amd
planted scions fram varilous fruit ({reos and shrubse
Arriving in the Willamette valley he bought @& house and farm at
Hilwaukle and started a nurserye fle omployed Chinese labor ami
@O BlA of his vorimen was very darkeskinned. Like meny of his
race thls Unhinaman was & born horticulturist and his success with
trees was verymmarkede 4 usick: tree was always turned over %o
Ping , aa he was called.a
& cherry tree which he udoct;oz'edp soon sh wed marvelous improvement,
It blossored and bore da::k maaty frult, wery pleasing to the owner,
"Let ue call 1t “ing," said lire Lewollyn noting its dark sling and Sing
¥ vremaing to this duy;
fnother chorry tree stood a hurdred feet east of the house
and bore frult of a rich mahogany color the cmme year Mr, Lowsllyn
twrned his house over for the am tings of t he “epublican
abolitionists. “ecause of his interest in this party ard his
sympathy for its orinciples, he call d his new cherry

"Black fepublicene Augusta Sastland, field workar, Yakima,

-~



mapatoe Frum ¥old “y the riorserss Index, unpublished rateriale

F rat of all I shouid 1ike cach of my readers to look at a map of
Fashington statos 0" this map, locate the Yakime velleye Just south and
east of the City of Yakimm you will find the town of VFapato located

in a £lat expanse of territary, oncensage brush, now &rigatw,

Twrenty niles o the soth rise the b arren Yatus h’ills, elx wilcs
o the ncrth are the Ahtanum hills, to the east lie the Rattlesnake
hills and to the west are the pimd clad Cascade lMountaing,

I“ this willoy, thirdtyesix vsam ago, an Indian Trading post was
estabiished by Mr, “lex Mclredy, who was appointed by lpe John Hitche
DROGAA00R cock, sceretary of the interi or, under the McKinley
administration, as Indian post Wrader, Sy the torms of the Indian
greaty, no whl te man was allowed on the reservation wi hout a permit from
the socretary of the interior.

¢ this time there was only the railroad which was constructed in th
yoar 18053 a& switch and a mec;‘sim house ,which at that time ms. ca 1led
Bimcoses *ho Trading Post bullding hed to be ¢ onstructed bn the ralle
road right of vy sirce ho I:ﬁmd cozld be acquired frofl0 on tho res«
orvations | _

A¢.op the building of the Prading FPost thoy petitoned for @ Dpogte
Cricoe Dus to the @milarity botweon the mame Simcoe ard Yort Sime
co0, a histarical point on the reservation, the government raefused
to allow a post office undor this name., Sovorel names were then
submitted but Wapato, meaning potato, the c rop thai was most common
on tho rese fation at that time, was accepted by tle ruilroad
companys +his name wac suggestea‘ by lirse #lex Mctredys On Pecember
6, 1902, the present post oﬁ’fic*;e wa opened with lirs, #lex lMecredy
the first postmaster.

Sage Prush lan was mt being clea‘cd and cultivated under leaso by
Bs"p, Barge, the £iret president ofthe Zllensburg lormal echool, now
tha Central Washincton Colloreof ¥ducations The Oply irrigatiocn
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system wmus the Ipwin Yanal, :‘he omral only coverel a amil acreage ‘and
since farm-_g, land was expanding enG nore 180} ;1@ movine, in, the 1d.ess
wag concoivod far the mesent irrigatiom aystan. In tho yoar 1905
an appropriation anl authoelty for bullding , on a small gcale, the
system , walch lae elnco been built into ¥h8O ore of the Margest projobs
in the county, wes grauted, 411 wori:.mra dme by Ipdian labor, horses
and slip scraporse IThe pay poll ran about ‘;?16,000 & monthe

In 1902 a ome room school house was erecteds, One toacher and 15
students maie up mescheoll.

Travel was very difficult at this poriod because of the imadequate
roads. . lio roads were leading into the raiiroad or the trading post.
To reach yowr destindlon you had toride scross fields, open gates
anxl croes ditchese lipe Hclredy for this reason criginated tl® idea
of merking of { the sections and having a sixty foot road around esach
of them, ‘¢ thon gent & map t#ith the sections marled of £, to Jchn
Hiteheock, secretary of the interior. lp, Hitohcock, with n a roascnable
period of € ime,allocated thXrty feeot of land {rom eanch section whaich
gave a alxty foot road arounde very sectione

We largoly owe cur eystem o roads on the Reservation to this

proclamation since tho co nby dAid not have to buy right of ways tut
roroly had to improve the raads that wers gie® alroady irovided, lad
it been necessary for the cainty to purchase right o ways for
these raads,with mo much of the land undeeded, it would have
bean almost impossible and the comd ition of t e roads woull have been
doplorablee Possibly the settlement and improvement of the country
wa:ld Zave been slowed down, but instead, w have on the Reservation
onc of the best systam of roads in tie state,

Bith the bullding of the canal ti® influx of people showed a
definite noed for a towmsitoe Up to this time Indians hed not been giv em

permissiau t o sell thelr proparty to the white men, "y the special



aet of congre:s in 1905 , ’L:ézfmisaionua:z granted to buy lm-:i
for a-tewnzite from the Indian ovnerae e -lots wero theﬁ fl'aid
o t, sidowalile rerlied, streets graded and evarything wan in readiness
for the sala, 7

In this samo sossion of congress, permission was given to vhite men
as a whole to transact business with Indians, formorly, a ' irivilege
granted only to the Indian Pos. Trader who wac licensed dnd .henvily
bandede “8 @ result of this act given by Congroas,the post trader's
stock was bought by the Ipbelercantileo and all posi traders wore
eliminated in the year, 1906e

Business we growing, bulldingg were being orocted end ths need foo
a‘bank vas felts consequently the Wapato State Yank wa.. argenized ard
establisheds The bank opencd for bushoss in “pril, 1906, *b.a bank
was convertod into the ¥ rst lia jonal “aniz in 4pril, 1907. O, “sptember
6, 1936, tho Pyrst liational “ank bocame 2 branch of the I—’:rst ia td ona 1

. Yank of Gomorce of Seattley

v

One mare room was added to the posont me room sehool house
which sorved the nesds of the comwunity until the year 1910 whentie
mwepmt grade gchool wag builte The g rowth of tho com unity was so
rap d during #he next year yewrs that it was necoccsa ¥ to build
@ highr school in 1914, "apato ¢ontinued oxpanding to such
an extént that in 1927 the juniar high school was erected. Yhe recd
of another bul !ding is now being felt and t o 'tqke care of the children
every bit of spac hes been utilized. the ernrollment has incrsessed
i’z'zm flteen students to the pre ent enrollment of seventeon hungired,
Tou, no doubt, noticed when you reforred to the map of Yakina
valley, the central loca tion of “ajato. *his fact ;roved to bo a great
agsset to the develppment of this town. Yapato was, and still is,the
premler shipping point in the Yakima county for agricultural
productss *oday 3t 18 the center of the northwoat cantaloupe am
molon disteict aml one of the largoot shippers of tomatoose
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Ve have three hundred fifty squape miles under cultivation in

potatoes, su ar bxets, cantaloupes , molons, tomatoes, alfeifa 'ané

. @@ chaxds, ' _

“mong the industries of Wapato aro warehouses valueda t {750,000

giving almost five lmundred people steady employment the year arounde
:his malkes Vapatc me of the busieat, i1f na t e busiest town I
$5 @8igo in the state of Yashingtones It j60 of course, antlcipates

further growth as the Irdian Service increases the amount of land

under i -'rigation,
XMateriel for the early history of Yapnto furnished by lips and lirae

Are:: NeCredye



Noe 2a :ha 11iad of the **@é{; Loginse Fron Told by the Pioneers,
index, unpuolished .aterial,

In 1783, Thones dofferson; then a stuiont at Anmapolis, wrote to
CGeorge Rogers Claz'l-:,‘aalﬁ.ng him to lead an exploring party to tho
Pacific Ycean , rrovidirgmoey cauld be raised. Before plans could be
carridd out, “ashington sent Jefferson tof ranm .

“here he renewed acquaintance with John lLedyard, a Connecticut
Yankee who had sailed with “aptain Yook on his voyege to the Pacific
Ocoane Ledyard and cother sallors had procuved sap skins of thoe sea
otter amd disposed of them very rrofitavly in “anton, .-som was anxious
for furtharentorvrisoc, :

Mpe Jofferson cbtalned a pernit from Empress Catherine for Ledyard
to cross ‘lusalman possessians and go in & fussian vosael to Nootka
sound, thon drop doun to the latitude of the lilasowil River and pene
etrate the land until the headwmtera of the. lissouri wore reached,

f’ei’om ILedyard had traveled as far as Iamchatka, the “mpresa
changed ler mind, had him overtalien and carried in e closed
carrisge to Foland. So the first attempt to explore the west failed,

In 17028 Captain “ouvert Gray discovered the great river of the weat
ard named it Yolumbia in honor of his pallant ship,

Ignerant of this dis covery , Yofferson planned ancther expedition
The Ameria n Philosophical oclety raised five thousand dollars to send
“ndx'efi Michaux,a French botanist to explore. Yut the fronch minister
gent Michaux on political business elsewhera, “till undaunted
Thomas Jofferson cherished his drecm of westorn explorationsS. Joffe
ersonwas & man & great visione Ho was a diplomat and statesman, the
most echolarly man of his time, with perhaps ome exception
liore than any other man connectedwith public affairs, he realized the
value of the Louisiana territory to the strugiling republic beset
on every hand Ly encoraching natians beyond the “tlantice
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,8f .or his-inauguratlen and the ap vintment of Meriwether Lewis,
& man. of L-;:'-e.at: culture apd educutlan | » ac his prlvate socretary,
the two held long uiscussims, Lewis had hoped to go with liichaux, so
his interest was second to that o his chief, Those discussims
rosulted in a determinati an to apuly to “Yongress fa t he money to send
an expediti cn led by leriwether Lewis, "Vake an estimeted said
defferson,."of equipment and necessary moneys"

“oon the cetimate was laid ufore the president. It called for
mathematical instruments, camp eguipage, medicine, arms mnd
accoutroments means far transporsation, provisions, gifts for iydians,
pay for guides, hunters,interpreters aml contingencies, "Ve will
n‘ed,: sald Meriwethor Lewis,"$2,500,"

On January 18, 1803, Jefforsons anﬁ a socrot mesamge to Vongress
requesting an apyroprla fon of w2,5600," for the p rpose of exteonding
the oxtornal comerce of the Upited Statca,." 1o then sent Lewis
to P“iladelphia to etudy natural science and make astronomlcal
obgervations far the geography o his route,

In thm® 6 nonths Lewis was back in VYashingtone His letters of
passpyort vere ready, allowing him to pass through tervitory of the
Ppitish, Spanish and pench. Lewis hastened to pack his instrumonts
and assembled his men. Captain ¥illism “lark vho md served as
an engire er under Mad “nthony Yayne,had beenchceen to share his
can anfle

Occurved now anoth er gtartliirng event which even Jal' fergon the
greatest of seers, had failed to anticuato, “his wan the purchase .
of the Igpuilsiana territory fram france, llapoleon, & greater soldier
than busines man, relinquished 1,020,571 squaremiles of land
for $Q00 15,000,000 which is around 2 1«2 cents an acre. Napoleon

lived to regret this real estate transaction, his main reasun af

the time being his grudge against Yngland,
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‘wo days af ter the transler, :1ex-imthe§r Levis loft ﬂnahingtui.

:-Ieurli; four yoars I—?G‘c“ to olapse wfare his triumphant ret rne

In the colorful pageant depict"mg ke growth and developmont o
our" United States Lowis amd Ylark hold the foregrounde :‘hoy cari‘jed
the mosoago of ‘vosident Jefferson over preirie and plain, 4,000
nlleg,; by canone, on foot andhorsebacls :_‘hey penetrated donse forests,
follow d unimom rivers, ureasod forward amonf; tribes of f.dians nevar
heard of befcre. ‘

it wae Octobor 16, 1805, whon they reached the confluence of the
Sralzo and “Yolumbla rivers. In thoir journals of the' date they
mentioned the Yakima Indiens under the name “cutsnihmﬁa,” [Posaibly
the name of @ chler) and estimated as 1,200 in numboer, These
Indians had never geon & white mane "hon one of the men shot a wild crane
the Indians were terrified,. .

Iy was c_a-chiof of the Yakimae who drew an excellent map of the Yakima
valley for ti® explorera. It was drowm on whie elkslin with a coal,
The records say, "Every trail wa: marked by moccasin tracks,

avepry villago by a cluster o tipis."

Ciarl: cohsid«red this mmp of
great value and tfam ferred it to papor. lator Jeiferson gave it a
1x;:'czc11m::t plate on the mll‘of his livbrary at Monticelloe
Salnon wore running in the Columbia and the gribes were gathered

for the fishings the mm;; presonted a holiday aspacty Indians
danced, gmnled anmd raced the ir horses. “he journal reads,"xe-hai,
Kew~nal," the Indlans called to the whitoe men, This was the signal
for friendshipe. * fow indilans ran away when they saw the white men,
Several hundred of them adanced, dancing and beating drums.

"Salmon could be seen twenty feet telow the surface of the
water, Hundréds of Indians were splitting end hnngingthein on
scaffolds to dry.:

:‘m pare scene 18 st ill enacted each year in October whon tho

8aimrm —
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The writer has seen thonm of ten at White Biuffs when wandering
tribea pathor thore fap thoir anmal fishedryings Tradition .
hao it that these I'dians are a remnant of the Palouse ani others
who refused to join the confederation of tribes sent to the Yakima
regorvation in 1885

“he' 11ttie Indian boy, Kaemleaeltin, was with his parents amorg
the llez ‘erces on the Snake River when lewis and Clerk came down
that rivers It 18 possiole that he saw tle so white men and

romemevred theme



Hoe 5 “estwaid the :'ourae of Empire, = ‘“wguste Bastland, From
Lold by the rioroers. Index. Unpublished rateriale

“he £1 rst step in the tullding of th Mest as we see it today -
was talkon by thoir heroic and perserving ﬁen mﬂl women, who, severing
all ties, turned their eyes to far western harizons erd rever
looked bucks

Vie yeap thore i;;hAey' sowods "o ride luxuriously over the old wegon
trails, our eyes beholﬂihg tho vaving grain, the fruitful trevs, the

@ttle on a thousand hills," Linking ocean wlth ocean,they pushed
the bourdlaries of civiliation over wsatward,

‘radops and trappers , misslonaries, soldiers, rdners, all came,
tarried awhile, then, their nissim accowwlished, departed for new
flelds o advonture, service or wealth, cach according to his
desires 0,1y a hanful remained to takervot. ‘ne true settler came
with hile wife and children, his housohold goods, his rifle ami his
plowe

lany o these flrest immigrants left a country vhere vacant lamd
surroundod thom, thore camn and other grains grow in abundance. (ne
of the wouen wrote in hor diaryes"The wostern part of Iowa territory
contained no white inhabitants. Yotted over the prairies we. saw cmly
the wigvams of tho Indians. “here wa: an cbundanco of wild fowl,'

Thoy turrpd their backs on comfort end plentye ‘hey axchanged the
known far tho unlmowm, civiliation for the wilderness, hy?

Have you over saw umnder the spell of a traveler returned from
lardl s afar; listened enthralled to his taliscs of edventure, his
glowing de scrip\‘_si | eg

Let us turn back the pages of history one hundr d years, “he
atposts of civillzgtion had reached ths lands on the western shores
of the lilesissippi river. dhe NMissouri was beirg navigated far into
thewilde,

Yowm 1ts mddy curront swept fureladen argosies, bearing the wealth



of lerest am streanx.“ ]

Just as ﬁmuev hold hip ilsteneru spellvound with tales of 1ipe
beyon tle borders of tinir rarrow con.f'irés above the Agean “ea, 80
those returnin; voyageurs thrilled the frontier dwellers of a contury
agoe

“eside their glowing fires Gurlng long winter evenirg s, buay with
intorminable taslks so symbolic of frontier life, thes: sturdy aons
and daughters of othor pionoers discussed the marvelous tales wnlch
reached themfran Oregon. Neighbor cmferred with neibhbor, interest
and enthuaiasm grew until they reached the nighe ¢t pitdae

It wms not 80 nmuch expansion of territory which they cravod, Rather
they sought rewv experionces end greater opportunities in « land where
climate, scenery and productive ease lured them one *he opening of
@ new empire mde its profiound and everlastirg pppoal. ?he green hills
of Opegoan btockoned, “mall wandor that the Yest was corguered vhen the
vanguard of its civiligationwas composed of such gealous s Courageous
detormined men and waen, tie oxeteam picncers, ,

*he 1dea of colonizing Opegon orisinated im 1815 with lall J.
Kelley, a “arvard gracuate., His idea was mare Utoplan than practicals
He tried to enlist Congress in his plans; failing in this he organized
@ canpany anmi in 1828 was rcady to blaze a trall to settlement in
Oregone

Fearin; an end to the proapercus fur industry, thetraders vigorously
Opposou the plane Kelley, like U;ristopbar Columbus, disappointed
yebt Cotormined to succeed, abandored hié fir at plan, changing his
route from the +trails across the plains to more rourdabout way,

In 1832 a small jarty in cowand of Kelley éat out through
Mexico amd “Yalifornia with Orogon as the ir destinations "."'bsy met
Ewing Young, a more practical man ﬁhan Lelley, le deeiﬂe& to throw
in his lot with those adventurous spirits so the dreamer ard the

ghpard w-- e ks “~=aprd the great river of the
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lorthweste
Hany disasters c&ertook them; their ranlks m:m. reduced, but eleven
mon arrived in the Colurbia ve lley. His health affected by all these
hardships, ‘“eolley was unable to participate in the aucceac;which‘crownei
toir effarto, o went to Pt Yancouver vhere he wms kindly treated by
Dp, MeLoughline
Beoing the womderful possibilities the country of fered to the atoclman,
young eatablished himself in the Uhehalem valleye He led a party to
California in 1837, roturning with 700 cattle, Ogher rewmhers of the
mrty settled in Oregon but Folley returned to New England, taling
another roundabout roubp by way of the Sandwich Islamlis, 118 tales of th
country west o tie Rycliy mountaine fired the ambitious home seokers
Eiglley;s ams belongs with thos of the greut leaders; his untiring
zeal opvened the way fa the great westward movement waich war to begin
& few years laterg
"Twomstepping, single=footing, hard «voliled and easy shooting,
Out cGi® they came fram Liborty, oub across the plains, ‘whips
cracking, oaths anappingeess '
“car thee tanjos waileweee—w
Iz‘migﬁating wetward a the Opegon trail,"”
Differeont ontorprises were on feot during the next few years ,
oach one contributing in a small reasure to Oregon set . lement.
The Hudson's Bay ¥y Company rav @ 1t @ifficult far “mericen
settlers to secure a foothold, llo less desormined 'bhan' their fore=
bearers whe raised the sta¥s end striper over all the land east
of the !llssissippi, from “ew Opleans to the Urest lales, this hande
fulf o bold detormi ed red-blooded home seckers defied the
‘Britiah lion,.
8% ¥t, Vancouver, Dr. licLoughlin, though rofushing their requests =
was forced to :dmire their independence, “sking two of them ore day fap

the Ir pacsports, he was hardly orever d far tho answer which was given



vith il&!’ﬂ‘ﬁ on thep rif lc.:,"‘?‘neﬂo. Are. VuP passprtoe’ _
Ure MeLoughiin was an “nerican at heart, even theny later
he became & truo fme-icam,
1': 1843 the Provisional Go orment was instituted, but the
covered mgcﬁs were already enaring Urepon territoary vos
 pree lnrd-%_n Ore gan |

Th%gh the prairie gale,
“mi grating westward on the
Pree laml trail,

The rir .t emigrant train to rass through Yakima country wis band for
Puget Scund in 1853, Uno of the o aders was James Longniro,whes o
son, Pavid, then a boy of 9(?) later scttled in the fenas valleys
luch walvable inf matlon was imperted to DEGdA ear lier historians
VY lirs Longalre conce ralig that histaric Zmmigration,

Mention iz also made in Hera loeker's "piameer & eminiscences”
‘which containg a lottor written by George I, Himes, a momber of the
;;:zrt.;\] who was %on yaa:: 0ld at the time of the 1. igrations L‘bery
ward of this let ter which was written 52 yecrs later, shaxld be read
in ocrder to fully appreclais tho apirit of wstern im:igratlon, an

epoch of “merican hs tory never to be repeated, never egualled in
herolism ami gelfesacrifice.

I® the Vashingtan 7’g torical Quarterly of January 1917 , there is an
account ©of this imigration including the rames of the membors of the
party. 'ﬁzcrg were tw mcetiome. of the trail:n, one of 146 persoms with 36
wagona, the otier IO persons.

In the Grande Romde valley of ®astern Oregon, they hedmet leleson
surgont who had journeyed fran Pu.get Scund tompet his father, He |
gpoke in guch glowing terms of that marvelous country that reerly all
of the party decided to follow him acrose the Cascades through the
Yakima valloy. lla had heaard that a wagon -r-oad I'ﬂd.beén émutz-uctod
thraugh the llaches pass 80 @8 *+~ *-“vwce settlers to came that vay,

i =
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*hoy were. to find thut the repart had no foundation, that the

road had to. I coriss‘mmted'f‘oot by foot, ‘l'h'oy were to find the last lap
of thoiz- Journoy nior eperilous and he art-=brealiting than ény mrt o tho
long traile Byt theymet this svupendous difficulty witﬁ the same 3irvon
determinatim wheh hed eharacterized ov. ry atep of the vay.

44 the (rosent site o Pendleton, Oregon, the party tumsd nwthe
They reached oid Fort "alla "allas né@ now tWallula, on tho Colimbia,
Not findin: a boat, ti&ey fade one by vhipsawing driftwood and
ferried their wnpons acrwms, hiring I dlans to swir_;[; icir stocke
Theoy ware theﬁ entirely off the beaten trail and gravely comscious of
the facte

‘hey reached the mouth of the Yakima where the old chief, 1'60e.
pooemox=-nicxk kililed & fat beof for them. '00=pe0 «noi-mox was the
same Inciian wvho firty years bafore had helped Ka~-mle~g~ktin amd his
notha when they fled fran the llez Ye’ce baclk to the land of her
peopla,
- i’na chief's brother was hired far guide and the loung jrain
polled up the east bank of #e Yakima, followed by hundreds of Indians,
figver berore had they seen a wagon. Va=tum=nab had prophesized "that
vh ite mon will came with canoes on whesls drawn by baffaloes,”

by the time they md fraveled ten miles they hal crossed the

river elght times, 4t the second croseing they buried one of the
party, @ man nerwd leCullough who left his widow aml two childrong the
youngoot having been born on the trail, Fiz was the anly death along
the vhole route.

“% the Horn, & place wherce the Yakima river makes & sharp bend
at the point of a mountain they turned narth and (amped at a place
lat er lmown a8 the L., Benson ranch, just bd ow the Rattlesnalke
srring, later to became. the scene of the he rible tragedy of 1878, It
wag @ desolate repion. It is today. ‘hepeere miles and miles of sage b

brush inhabitod only by coyotes =< patilesonnkes
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Ljaaéles sail far up 4n the biuu just aa m the day vhen Ki-kieyah
rods the sorrel horse In therace and crossed the Columbia to
escape his pursuers,

The I:ﬁiar.} guide, sceing tip ir bewidderment in this strange land,
marked two trails o parers O, lod narth, the other wecte He dotted
the end of each trail far onidiers and rede dots along theway for
campse fnero v re fewer camps a long the nar thern trail so they travgled
north until they camo to the long 1ine of white bluffe whare the town
& Whito “lurfs now stands. *hey docided agairst the perrendicular
heights armd returmd to t hoir camp at Rattleanake Spring, There
they tumod w:¢ to the prosent Cold Ureek, now the alfalfe district
and dotted with artesian wells, They crossed oer to Selsh through
sage rush often hich as the covered wagons. “t times they had to
cut their way through. #t Seleh they crossed the river, Thore thoy saw
the first white man, a Yatholic pricst. They followed Wenas ercelk
for avm:}:le, croossed the Yaches river aml on up the valley, crcssing
the river G8 timea,

At the surmit they reated before perfarming tho feat which two weeks
bofare arrival o this brave and hardy band, I.ieut, Yoarge B. Mellellan
a West Point man and an engineer, had declared mpossible. W ith
nmey aminen at his comand he took rot one step in behalf of these
homeseciers, veary and worn ef tor many moanths of hamdship ohong
the trqil.

But ﬁqey wore oqual to 1t, evon killing cten to get hides to make
ropes to lcewer tho wagais down the e pendicular mountain sidos,

They nado log bridges, forded r ivors,crossed footelnis, trudged on
thr ough md, cold and hungry, ready to drop from veariness,

e

~iiimpe ircident of that perilous deseent hore folated in full

e . t sl
is taren from Bzra Meeker's "Pionee Reminiscences .a(Excerpt covers
page ard ap=halfs)
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-~ Thia ‘:‘Lr-':'.n.igra vion of 18563 wi:.ch 18 e of th-mtmrﬁsnég events
in the hist ary of the. Yakima vallewy is.comemorated by & granite
mopunant  oroctod by de Yakima Piae ar aséociatifm, It ccmands a
view of the boaubiful Yenas valloy and 18 inseribed as fol owss

Chlef Owhi's Yardenss First Smigrant Train, e t. 20, 1885
MeCiellan o headquartors. Yakima Plonocer “ssociatione. Sopt. 20, 1917,
“haring hoiors in this inseription i tie impordant survey which was
belng mede under com-and of George B, Mcllellan, aftorwards comander
in chief of the army of the Potomac,

In 1855 lgaac dtevans was app inted governar for "ashington ‘erritory
Peing palitically ambitiocus, aman of ability and power, he at once mede
plans far sottlemont of the vast serritory, "Two thinéa are necessary,"
® doclared. "ue must bulld e railrosd and makes troaties with the
Indians " _

Demonst;ating his usual enorgy without weiting until he had looked
ower the £bld a little, he started westward with his party of
agineers, oxp crirg the route fran the liississippd and majcirg treaties

4”2 along tho waye
" ﬁo'sent Lieuts licClelilan by way of Panama to begin exploration
from the coaste In latar years thewhole cource then outlined became
the llorthorn Pacific route,

“sgociated with the yaar 1853 is tl® remarkable trip on horseback
made by Theodore Yinthrop, an officer in the U9, army, later losing
his life M the Civil “areeas«s

93x years hal ma:sed since the Witrman vRccacres ¢ crisis was
fast approaching and the Yakirm vel ey was destined to becaze the
scene of many tragedics. The prophecy of Wa-tumensh was about £ be
fulfilled, when the son of K l=Ki-yah and Kawoenox-ninth would lead the
Yalirag in thoir last stand ggainst the whites,



