SARLIEST DAYS IN YOKOL VALLEY;
INDIGAPIONS FOUND OF FRAUHISTORIC GIANT RaCh

By w. 1. Duncan

shen we sre deeply interested in any Suerct, we naturally give
it our closest conpideration and so it was ih the otudy of the Indians on
my part. Ifrom the time I was seven to eleven }aara of age I ussociated
with the Indians a great den. and had a chanca.to study their ways and
customs,

ind et that time these Indians were, you might say, 8till in &
state of semi-civilization, still adhering to their old-time belieis and cusy
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So I believe a written dccount of my observations will interest
muny roeadere, especially those who are intsrested in the gubjecte

They were a friendly people and if they liked you they would prove
their friendship in every way poscible. Ly parents alwaye treated the Indiay
with great comsideration, hence, there was alway® a deep feeling of friendshi
existing between them, Had everyone treated the Indiene in like munner therd
probably would not have been &o much trovble nnpd blood theds

I have never reen people who showed greater grief ovor the death of
a loveﬁ one than the Indianc, Ihmmxuiksxgexxiwuximtizrsx 1 have atlended
two Indisn funerais eand theizr waellings were both long and loud. ITLey buried
their dead amidet their lodges. The bodles were laid ot full length, foce a4
ward , with the face resting in the hands as if in decp meditation and some of
the Tamily eifects were alwaye placed in the grave with tihem. If it happenel
tolba a child, his‘playtninga 7ere aiwqys buried with hime

After the grave wee filled the place wus smoothed dowa, covered, wii
foathers, und sprinkled with white sand. IThe Indians belicved that 1 some
way the dead birde hmd an influence over their feathers and they regarded Ty
feathere as being a sort of maniton or gwardian angel and wowld Lelp them to
win victories over their gnamias or kelp them to overcome thelr grief or kee|
hﬂx““*lgﬁgpitita awaye After thelr grief had subsided, they would arecé a brus]
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wiki-uﬁ over the burial place to protect it from all intruders. What greatey
consideration could be shown the doparted?

In those days the dresc of the older women wee of a very primitive patte
consieting merely of a short skirt in Summertime, and sometimes the chil&ran
wore nothing whatever, Their acorn bine were conatrucﬁed of willow withes
closely woven together, with oval 1ide made in the same ménnar, projecting
many inches over the sides. when it rained they were covered with skins, keep
ing the acorms perfectly drye. During the summer and auﬁumn they gathered and

Dried quantities of elderberries and wild grapes and ground thom up with the
acorns, Thk'aaccarin matier thé; contained held the meal together when made
into a paoste, } ‘

. Yhere were two ways of conking the acorn breed, "atols", One wae to bake
the cekes on hot Trocke, and the olher was to cooklt in hot eshes,  Th0y alsp piz
pered a sort of push fron the acorn meal by filling the mortor%in the rocks ful
of water, then throw in hot Yocke until the water was boiling, Ihen remove tha
rocks saul stir in the meal. Some cooked it in water-tight baskets, baut I never
Baw that donec nyself. Thoy alweys shelled the acorns before putting them into
fhe bins, fThe worms did not work on them so badly as they would in the huila,

I have recently taken m me Indian bones and bits of pottery brought to the sure

face by squirrels from the depthe of their burrow,.

At the time of which I am writing there were Beveral villages of Indiams in

the hills here who were iiving quietly and happily, attending 8trictly to their
own business, making no troubie whatever far anyone, But unscrupulous white men
came into the hills here and Beomingly were not zatisfisd with aily parﬁof the
country except that part ocenpied by the Indians, An@ tihe resunlt was that the
Same ccenes were enacted which have always resultod “rom the invasion of the
whites into the Indian country, and .the reeult was that the Indiane s were

removed tc the reeervation. Jeing a good friend of the Indiaans, I hoped that =E]
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come dire calamity might overtake those unworthy white men who had so
ruthlessly driven them away,

In my boyhood I knew the twe oldest 'Indians in the county, Chico
and Tnle, It wae claimed that Chico wae well past the hundred mark and
Tule appeared to be fully a hundred yoars olde. 3ut he wae quite active.
Be would wender abcut over the country vieciting the white people who treg
ed him the beet. He often came to our home and wes alwaye kindly treated
being,giyenlfood and clothinge Chico had lost nost of his band. They
were killed in a battle with the Moxicans, The Indians were in the habit
of killing the Mexicen cattle which roamed tie country at will, end the
Lexicens slmost destroyed Chico's bend in retaliatioﬁ. When Ghico was
practically blind he wouvld wélk to Potterville, with the aid of a heavy
stick, by tollowing the rosd snd kind beerted people would load him down
with food. The latter years of hie life he wac cared for by a faunghter
who wes herself a very Qged person, at leaut eighty years old.

i1t was in 1874, I believe, that moet of the Indians were removed to
the reservation. -But two smell villeges remained in the hilils hs&a untiil
1877« One wae located necar Spenish Cemp endthe other on the ridge betweey
the present Hodge's place and Lyperson valley. There were fine eprihgn
of water at thome places ot that time and the Indians rajced Bmail.patohel
of Indian corne. Yrom time %o time esmell paétiaa of Indians would come ind
the hills here from the reservation to nunt,.gnthsr acorn® and the ceeds ¢
a cortain kind of thistle whieh srew on the southern slopes of the nills,
4t that time they grew extensively in these rarts but only a few are to beg
found ﬁt the present time. Thelr seeds resemble the seeds of the sun
flowor and the Indians were very fond of them. They also gathered a sort
of reed which grew alons the creek banks from whick they made baskets,
They often camped on our plage for weeks at a time and they were a well-
behaved vpeonle, neve. touching anything that did not belong to themy
FYather gave them fruit and vegetables and gave the men employment &t vuriof

timen, and they were reliable. The Indian women helped mother in many
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waye and they were very kind-hearted.
Yokol Valley

The Yokol Valley is a land of mystery and charm, in order to have
a clear con€Sption of the Yokohl Valley, we must consider it from all
angles and it will be necessary to go back to a very remote time in its
history to acquaint ouiselvea with ite former inhabitanta. We behold it
now rostly as a vasi stock range, controlled by the Gill Brothers, W th
but fow of the 0l1d setiiers remaining in its environs,

But through our own personal investigations we have discowvercd that |
has been oceupied by no less than three races of people. Of the first
race we nave no history whatever, except what éur inveetigatione have
disclosed, and which is very meagere. The Yokohl»Valley is not a single
‘valley, a8 the name would ceem to signify, but rather a succescion of
valleye of various @izes, osindded with hills of various heighte and mizes
and formerly among these nills, which separate the valleys from one
another were the homes botn of the red men and the white people. Formerly
the homes of a branch of the Yokuts (or Yokohs) dotted these beautiful
valleys where they lived happy and contented until the whites saw fit
to drive them out that they might occupy their beautiful home sites.

There among those 1ills lived the Indians for rmany years, enjoying
life in the usual Indiaz manner. There in their counecil house, the chiofsg
entertained the ehiefs of other sub-tribes. There the people participated
in thelr native dances and tribal ceremony. 7There the Indign children
indulged in their ckildish games, the'samc as white children d¢, There
the young braves wooed anéd won dusky raidens. There the bold hunters
roamed the hille in quest of the elusive deer and antelope and sometimes
brought in a grizsly bear, altlough they regarded the bear as sacred,

But though they regarded it a8 a sacrod being, later Lestowing their bleas

inge upon it in various ways, it was every bit eaten, even to the .ead.
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Seitlement of Yokohl by whites

The scens changes., We hear the ring of the carpenter's aw and
the clip of his hammer and see new homes going up where tic Indian women
ground up RCOPMS on the rocks, e sse vhe plowman in the field turn-
ing over the sod. We @ee rosy cheecked children on their way to school,

I think the firet settler on the Yokohl wags @ man named £1liott, who
settled at the cxtiem@ head of the Yokohl, and the next néa Uncle George
Juncane. Then came others; including the Teylors, the Lees, the Jordans,
the Beinhornme, the Gills, the dtewarts, who were drowned in a cloudburet,
the Andersons, the Xrugers, the Strects, the Binghame, the Halls, the
Bragee, the Bowline, the Carisons, the Lisenbys, ﬁhe Trﬁlocka, the
Schneye, the Starns family, the Daleys, the Dahlems, the Kilbretke, the
Givens femily, the Fhipps family! the Osborns, John liirt, the Hiltons, aﬁ
éome others whose names I cemmot now recells The Yokohl supported two
gchool districts; the Yokohl district at the lower end of the valiey, end
the Bregg district at the uppef end of the valley,

t“he Yokohl was not without its tragic veccurrences, The Stewarts,

& Tawlly of five, were all drowmed in a cloudbutst in 1884, 4 woman
shot and killed a man and an Indian was hung by the enreged settlers for
a heinous crime he had cormitted, 4 young men named Taylor wae killed
in a runaway accident and a men was caught in a bear trap and latéer losh
his life from the eficcte of the injury,

There are now but a few of the 0.,1d settlere remaining on the Tokohl,
Dennis Daley and wife, und two or three of the Jordane, Emmgt Gill end fg
1y also reside in the valley. The rest are all gone,

There are¢ some 1nterestfng Telios at the head of the Yokohle The huge
log walls of an 01d@ cabin built Dony, many yeerd ago, and the huge rock
walis of an old stone house. W@ho it wae that built them, I cannot Potfie
tivel¥ say, but they are guite a curiosity,

The giants of the Yokohl! Who werc they and how long has it been



8ince they 1lived there? iho can tell? Theee arc questions that may
never be answered. 3But they were men of sigantic stature, being at leas!
seven feet tall, whem alive, and must have 1ived at the time of those
large people of Iexico,AWhoae rergins are now being oxcavated in the
interest of ucience. ‘

Feom appearaﬁces these large people had been destroyed by some
other race of man, and their bodiecam thrown into a large pit, Indicationﬂ
poiat to their having been partly cremated as many of the bonee show the
offocts of, fire. Soge of them may have been burned to & .ath by those
who exterminated them. I have found but few ornamente; a few disce of
horn or chells with holee through the middic of them, “hero nay be other
objecte of interest at the bottom of the pite I intend t Tre o®% my inves
gatione sometime and more thoroughly oxplore their burial place, I may
uncover ropething of vast intorest to Bcience, But uy investigations
8o far have proven that this part of the eouﬁtry was once inhabited by

& very large race of people,.





