war Dept. Letters Rec'd. 54-58

Fort Steilacoom, W.T.
Governors: January 5, 1855
It naving been my lot to have been engaged in active
operations against the Indisns of the Sound I know something of the
conduct of those who were engaged in hostilities. T shd 1 not attempt
nowever to discuss the part taken by individuals in the war and thereby
measure to each one hls degree of gullt. Byt with regard to the Indlan
Chief Leschi, { would brilefly remark that by the opermations of the wer
he snd his followere were driven across the Cascade range of mountains,
he there surrenderedhimself to Yol miright who was in commend of that
region and who so far as hils authority extended, pardoned him.
He then by the advice of the Colonel returned to his own country
and while endeavoring to make his peace with the authorities he was
taken and delivered up by the treachery of one of his followers. He
has now been confined in the guardhouse at thispost for more than a
year., I am told thet Leschi has been tried by the clvil authorities
of the Territory for murder and sentenced to death on the 22nd inst.
Fromamap which i1s before me and from the representations of
Lieut. Kautz who made the measurement I doubt the possibility of the
testimony which convicééd him , being true.

Believing that both justice smd policy require it, I do most
respectfully recommend that he be respited until the wilshes of the
President of the United “tates cen be known on the matter.

Very Respe ctfully

Your Obt. Servant.
to His Excelly. Fayette McMullin, S11as Casey, Lieut Col 9th Inf
Governor of Washington Territory Commanding post.

Olympia, W.T.



War Dept. “etters Rec'd. 54-58
Fort Steilacoom W,T,

G January 22nd, 1855
overnor:

Your communication of 2 1/2 a.m. is just recelved; and In

reply I would say that the Sheriff of Plerce Countywss some whatmistaken

in the information which he conveyed to you with regard to what I said
to him., Wen the Sheriff applied to me for a guard(which was in the
presence of L. McKibbin) I said to him that inasmuch as he was to execute
the judgment of a Civil Court of the Territory, he had the power md it
was also his duty as Spnepiff of the countxy to call the posse to his
aid.

T also said to him that if he then found that he had not sufficlent
force to execute the law he could officid 1y cd 1 upon me, and 1
would consider the case.

Your excellency is aware that by the mture of our institutions it
has always been the policy of the government to employ the r egular
forces as little as possible, in the execution of civil processes.

Very Respectfully
Tour Obt. ervent
Signed Silas Casey
Tos Lieut. Col. 9th Infy.
Command ing post
His Exelcy . Fayette McMullin
Governor of Washington Ty.
Olympis, W.T,
P.S. The sheriff called on me this momirg and I directed a guard

to be held in readiness 1in case of necessity.
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Ho, of Rps. July 28,1855. Hon. Columbia Lancaster. Enc: Copy of
an act "Mek ing aporoprictions for the ccnstruction of certain -
mil roa’s in the Territorles of Webraska & Waeshington and
recommends that RTieut., Jolm Mullan be placed in char ge of the
Northern route across t he Rocky Mountains.
L-36 March 2, 1855 2 8B 55

Mullan on duty in “lor (?) and cennot be spared

131357 8518 ' T

A field officer of the “op. Corps will be detalled to teke the
general charge of all authorized militery roads to be constructed on
the Pacific Coast and also the general superintendenciles of Light
House on that coast. Col. Albert will dédedd designate an officer
for the purpose. Jeffn. Davis, “ec of "ar., War Dept. “arch 30,55
TOPVIG, Office,

Houws e of “epres entat ives
“ebruary 25, 1855

gir:

I have the honor end happiness of including herein a copy of "An
Act Mgkins Appropristions for the construction of certsin military
roads in the Territorles of Nebraska snd Washingta.

The prosperity of the Territory of Washington requires that
there shall be opened as soon a&: practicable another passage across
the 1:‘oc.lcy Mountains, The present route, or "South Pass" ddg@dad draws
through it the emmigmations ofx to Celifornia, Utsh, Oregzon and
Washington. The teams, cattle and other stock do not find sufficient
grass or other food end often die in great numbers for this cause and
from poisonous waters which produce great suffering to persons and
loss of imverlde property. Again: ¥here great numbers are crowing
forward 1n search of gold, there is not that care for the rights
of the Indisns along the route that there wouldbe by &muigrants who
intend to cultivate the soil in the vicinity of the tribes who
inhabit near the the route, and whose kind offices and friendship
it would be their interest continually to maintain end ccultlvate
For these cauces I belleve the northern route will be always safe
as comperdd wikl- to the “cuth Pass route. Better and safer in every

respect and would be the road which the Segcretary of apr woul



2
gelect for t he transportstion of trcops and munitions of war,
I am informed by Lieut. John Mullen thet he took a cart along
this route over the Rocky Mountains. That he has much knowle dge
of the different crossings or passes, *hat he remained in the passes
of the mountains during the winter and that in his opinion $30,000
properly expended would make the road passable, Without permitting
myself hereby to sugzest yet wes so fevorably impressed with the
talents and experience of the Lieut. in the mst ter, that I cenrtot
refr.in from expressing a desire that he be placed in charge of this
part of the road,
W th much esteem

I am your obedient servant

Columbia Lancaster

Delo gate from Yashington
Hon, Jefferson Davis

Seeretary of War
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an Act

Making appropristions for the construction of certain
military roads in the Yerritories of iebraska and Washington.

Be it enacted by the Senate end House of nepresentatives
of the United State of America in Congress assembled, ‘hat the
followlng sums of money be, and the same are hereby g propriated
for the -onstruction of military roads in the Territoriles of
N braska and ﬂashington, to wit: Forthe construction of a
military road from the Great Falls of the “issouri river in the
Territory of Nebraska to intersect the militsry road now established
leading from Walla walla to Puget:s sound, thirty thousand dollars;
for the construction of & military roasd from the Dalles of the |
Columbia to :olumbia City Barracks, twenty-five thousand dpllars;
for the construction of & militery road from Columbis City km
barracks to Fort Steilacoom on Puget's sound ; thir#ly thousend

dollars
2

The snid militery roads shall be cons tructed under the
direction of the Secretery of Var,
Aporoved .eb. 6, 1855
Dept. of State
Feb. 28,1855
A true copy carefully collated with the original roll
W,@, Center )?)
Chlef clerk



Yeneral Services Administration , 1954
Letters of the War Dept.
H.Dean Guie Yollection 3
Office of the Adjutant “eneral

T.etters Received 1854-1858

149 Trenton, N,J. March 22, 1855
D. Woodruff, capt. 9th infy. Accepts. #ppt. forwards oath

etc. ( 1 enclosure) noted. “eceived March 24/55

Trenton N.J.
March 22nd, 1855
Pirs
I herewith transmit my acceptance of the appointment of captain
in the Ninth Regiment of U.S, Infantry and beg to present my
acknowledgements of the honor conferred.
?ery Hespectfully
Yp, obt. servt.
Dickinson 'b odruff
Hon.
J. Davis
Pecretary of War

Washington,
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“ilkesbhatre =
Honopams 20 Fenng

V.ren 23rd,1855
Hon Jefferson Yavis

Sgcretary of War

Sir:
The notice from the War Department dated March
20, 1855, of my appointment as captain of the 9th Rgt. of “‘nfantry by
the president was received this morning.
I hereby accept of the appointment and ... to instructions enclose
herewith the oath as directed.
T have also the homr to report that my age is forty one years,
thet I was born in Wilkesbarre, state of Pennsylvanis that L am a
resident of that place and was so at the date of my appointment.
Very respectfully, your obt. servt.

Francis I.. Bowman

(0Oath enclosed. “ated, Wilkes Bafre, Pennsylveania, flarch 25, 1855,

s igned Francis I, Bowman)



War Department Letters Rec'd 54/58 u?D.c. Collecgion

88 NewYork City March 24, 55. R.S. CGarnett, captain In relation to
t.... his company of cavalry. Received “arch 26,1855.

New York City
“arch 24, 1855
Colonel:
I deem it probable that my trensfer from the 7th Infantry to

the 1st Cavalry will involve some changes in the duties in which I am
now engaged. I have been here nearly four months recruiting men for
our company (A 7th Infantry) and have so far got about 50 picked men.
I have teken much pains in the selk ction of these men and feel reluctatit
to give them up. “any of these men are well suited to Cavalry service
and several are anxious to be transferred to that erm of service. Under
these circumstances I venture to ask if I may be permitted to select from
them such mamzxxmxax as are sulted to Uavalry service to constitute
a part of my company in the 1st Cavalry.

I beg leave further to say that if the orders for the recrulting
of the new regiment are to emanate originally from your office it
would be acceptable to me , if compatdble with the interests of the
service, to continue my recruiting at this place. Under t hese circum-
stances I should have no objection to continuing in the recruiting
for Company A 7th infantry if it should be so desired

I have the honor to be
very Hespectfully sir

Your Obdt. Pervt.
R,8. Garnett,
Ceptain 1st “av.
Colonel Pamuel Yooper
Adjt, Genl. of the Army

Uo S'Ao
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H. Dean Guie Collection
I Dickinson “oodruff, born and now resident at Trenton New Jersey,

aged thirty seven years, appointed a captain in the Ninth Regiment
of Infantry ['printing' from here on] in the Army of the United
States do solemnly swear or affirm that I will bear true Alleglance
to the United States of America, and that I will serve them
honestly and faithfully against g8ll thelir enemies or RIRREEXXERX OPPOSErs
whatever and obsérve end obey the orders of the President of the
United Ptates and the orders of the Officers appointéd over me
according to the rules and Articles for the government of the Armies

of the United “tates.

Dickinson "oddruff
“worn to and subscribed before me
at the city of @renton New Jersey
this 25th day of March, 1855
wm. C. Howeley (2?) justice of the peace

of Mercer county , N.J.
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102 Wew York,darch 29, 1855

Recruiting Rendezvous

183 Chambers St., Wew York
Colonel: “apch 29, 55

Under the authority granted me by your communication of the

o6th inst. I have selected from the men whom I had enlisted for
Compeny # 7th Infantry the following name d men as being well suited
for Cavalry service.

Viz: John Kaufmenn, Willtam Douglas, John Murphy, Willlam H.
McDougall, #lexander F, McDougall, John Kempfer, Charles Graul, Henry
Bernasco, John F. Mertesdorf, Louls Vorass, Morris Wolf, Frdderick
E. Wusth )?§ ‘homas Xmmmkay Dooley, “udolph Wagner, Samuel Walsh,
John Frost,RichardAbiemming, Vgyid Garison &ammekx Paniel Wgish, Lewis
H. Larsom, Lewis Held, in all 21,

“he superinterdent of the General Recruiting Service informs
me that an order from your of fice transferringthese men to company
A 1st Cavalry will be necessary and I beg that it may be issued to
take effect on the lst ? As understood by your cammunication of
the 26th inst that I am to recruit my company of Cavalry in this
Uity and as there 1is no ... clothing on Yovernment Island I shall
in a few days forward to the QM general my estimate for a year's
supply for the comvany unless In themeant ime I should be instructed
to the contrary.

I have .the honor to be
Very Respectfully Sir
Your Obt. Servt.
R,S. Garnett,
Captain 1 Vav & bvt. maj.

Colonel Samuel Cooper,

Adjutant general of the “rmy



i
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Byreau of T0wogrqphica1 Engineers
Washington March 31st, 1855
Sips
I have the honor to acknowledge yowr directive of the
30th 1instant to desicnate a fileld off icer of the corps to have
the general charge of all military roads authorilzed tobe constructed
on the Pacific “Yoast and also the general superintendence of Light
Houses on that coast.
Tn obedience to this directive I have the honor to designate
ﬁiajor Hartman “ache.
To enable the officer properly to attend to these duties
all officers now upon sald duties should be ordered to report
to him and to take his orders. He should also be directed, on all
Light House matters to correspond with the Light House Boara
and to take its instructions and upon 8ll other matters to
correspond with this Bureau.,
Respectfully sir
Your obt. servt,
I.I. Ajlbert
Yol Corps
Hon., Jefferson Yavis,

Secretary of War
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42 A Pgltimore Md. March 31, 1855
James J. Archer “apt. 9th Infy. heccepts appt. etc. (enclosure)

?altimore
31st March 1855
To
The Adjutant %enl, U.S. Army, “ir:

T have the honor hereby to communicate the acceptance of my
appointment as Captain in the 9th Rgt. of Infentry and as reguested
to report my as between thirty eight and thirty nine years.

Lespectfully
Your Obdt. “ervt.
J,J. Archer
g@apt. 9th infantry
P.S. I was born in the state of Maryland and resided in the city
of Baltimore and stste of Maryland at the time of my appointment
J.J. Archer, Capt. 9th infantry.
(OCath enclosed... I James J. Archer appointed a captain
of infantry .. this 26th day of March, 1855, at the cityof
Baltimore)
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Reeruiting Rendeyvous
183 Chambers °t. New York, April 2,1855
Colonel:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of “eneral orders
sentence
No. 4 current series. The last smkmkwmm of Pur. V states that "All
officers will take rank in their respective grades from March #8x 3
1855." ...respectfully to be informed whether I em to understsnd
(sic) by thils sentence that I hawve lost the rank which { acquired
while in the 7 Infantry. My date as a captain in that Reo;t. is
March 9,47 and in accepting my transfer or appointment to the first
regiment of Cavalry I presumed that I should retain it. :here are
precedents for this and among them I will call te ycur notice the case
of Vaptain 4.5, “hins (?) of the «e.. dept , In this dept. he
takes his place and holds the rank he acqﬁired while in the 4th
artillery although the la w under whi ch he was gppointed or
transferred to Sub Dept. was passed subsequent to his promiton
to the artillery. *his is a question of much interest to me and
should all the mounted regiments of the army be merged into one camp
it i1s highly probable I should claim to take my place on the
final 1list of captains just below Ceptainz (Sic) Ewell (%)
of the first Dragoons. I beg that I may be informed of the subject
mfxymmx at your earl iest conven ience.
I remain
Your obdt. servt.
R.8, Garnett
Capt. 1 reg of Yav., ‘vt Maj.
Colonel Samuel Cooper
“3jt. Yeneral of the “rmy

Washington Dity .
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Spl. 13. Col ® has the same orinion on the subject of the
enclosed note as I have. “Yan I ask that the necessary order
may be 1ssued and that these men may be transferred to take effect
on the 1lst of April?_ and per this date be cause ? under the authority
of your letter of *arcy 26. I have recommended two of the men
gelected to be appointed sgts. and to be be ...to date. and
Y01, Sumer has thus appointed them. I should knov how to muster
them if they mx® were transferred any other date subsequent to
April 1,
Will Xou be kind enough also to ad the name of Jamie Tisconey now
of ¥o. # 7th Infy. to the 21 T have already sent you? May I
also ask your action at the same time w th reference to the
trans fer of [all inside]

Head Qrs
Fort Columbus, 12th April 55
Maj:

I find by Col. Cooper's letter of the 4th of April such men as
you may sek ct from those specially enlisted by you for comp A
7th infy are to be held subject to further orders in regard to
their appointment to your company of cavalry. fhis will supercede
the necessity of applying for t heir transfer as I presume in due
time .... to that effect will be 1ssued tat “ashington

Your obt. servt.
J.J. Abercromble
Lt. Col, Supt GR?
Bvt, Maj. R. Garnett,

lst Yavalry N.Y.
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Fort Gibson ¢.N. (?)
Spril 14, 1855
Uolonel:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter
of the 20th ultimo from the becretary of War informing me of my
appointment of first lieutenant in the Ninth Eegiment of infeantry
which appointment I have the honor hereby to accept.

The oath of alleziance required will be forwarded as s oon
as I have an opportunity of teking itwhich I hope will be in a few
days.,
Very Mespectfully
Your most obdt. sservt.,
H,M, Black, lst lieut. 9th infy,
Colonel “amuel Cooper
Agjutant Genersl of the Army
Washington, D.C.



[}
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Recrulting Rendezvous
Wijkes arre, Penn, #pril 30.55
Sip:
I have forty five recruits zat this station and would
recommend their immediate transfer to the Depot at Fort Columbus
or to the Headquarters of my regiment at Fort Monroe,virginia.
They are very much in want of clothing and I have ...the necessity
of purchasing shoes from my present funds to protect them from
vees In this ague climate.
g Very respectfully
Your obt. svt.
Francis L. Bowman,
Uapt. 9th regt. infantry

and recruiting officer

To AGjt. Genl. S. Cooper

U.S. Army.
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198 & New York City; May 29, 1853 (sic)

R.S. Garnett, major 9 Infy. (I enclosure) fccerts his appt. as major 9
Infy. Noted, G, Or, 10 , July 10. Rec'd May 31, 1856,

New York City, may 20, 55

Sir:
1 have the honor to acklowledge the receipt today of the communication

of the Hon. Secre ary of War of the 24 and amouncing my appointment as
major in the ninth regt. of Infantry,

The appointment 1s accepted and the instructions carried with it
will be executed as soon as the “upt. of the Recruiting Service can
name an officer to relieve me/ of the public property and funds

pertaining to the two recruiting rerdezvous now undermy charge.
L5 am sir
Very respectfully
Yr, Obt. servt,
R.S. Garnett,
Maj. 9th Infy.

Col. 5. Cooper,

Adjt. Genl., of the Army.
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183 Cnambers St. New York
May 25, 1855
Sir:

Your letter of the 2rd inst has been received, The instructions
contained in it will be complied with as soon &s the superintendent
of the genersl recrulting service can name an officer to recelve the

public property of this rendegvous now under my charge. I tmimktrust
that this will be done before the ... inst.

Tt is proper under the circumstances to inform you that nearly
two months ago en estimate for six months supply of clothing for my
com-any of Cavalry was made out and forwarded to Col. ? It was
by him transmitted to the Qr. Mr. Yenerals office with the request
that the clothing might be sent to me at Governors Island as soon as
practicable. Under date of the 11th inst. I received a letter fram
the gr M Yeneral informing me that the Qr Master of Philadelphia had

bee instructed to fill my requisition. This clothinc has not yet
arrived though I have been dally expecting it here the last ten
days. L have not received any instructions of its shipment from
Philadelphia,

My men are all without any ... clothing proper to their
corps and have only the suit ees o.. by them.

I beg to be informed whether I shall have the clothing behind
or wait for 1it.

I am sir

very Respectfully

Your odt. servt.
R.S. Garnett,

Capt. 1 Cav and B, maj.

Col. 8. Cooper , #dt. CGenerals office, Y“ash D.C.
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[E Ppluribus Unum seal]

I Robert S. Garnett appolinted a major in the Ninth Regt. of Infy.
in the Army of the United States, do solemnly swear , or affirm that
I will bear true allegiance to the United ®tates of America and that I
will observe and obey the orders of the President of the United Ptates
eand the orddrs of the officers appointed over me,according to the

rules and articles for the government of the armies of the United “tates.

R.38. Garnett
Ma jor 9th Infy.

Sworn to and subscribed before me
at New York

fhis 29th day of May, 1855

John Bissell

Notary :Public, justice of the peace

(Public printer
Aug. 8,1854)



War Dept. Letters Rec'd. HDG

225 HD Qrs Jeffn. Pks. Mo, June 12, 1855 ,
C. E.W? Summers ? comdy. ﬁeporting Arrival of *ajor Barnett

Ree'd June 18, 1855

Ad. Srs.
Jefferson Barracks
June 12, 55

Col:

Major Garnett came from New York to this post in less
than five days. “e brought 214 men , without the loss of a
man ---One men was left behind sick--Thé success was entirely
attribuied to the ma jor's great zeal and care

I am col.
Very Respectfully
Your Obt. Servt,

E,v. Bummer

Col 1 (undecipherable)





