Sister’s searc

By LINDA BAKER

GF e arssd-Repiniic
GRANGER — Dorathy Alex-
ander said she always know she
had & brother, but the secret of
what happened to her only blood
sibling was sealet i state aioption

died, the  rural
Granger resident explnined, the
yaung childron wore split up and
doptad ol

They grew up-on different sides
of the state, sid might have fived
out their adult Uves without shar.
ing kinship IF et for o quick of
eurioity

Alter some 56 yeacs, Alexander
decided it was time 10 find her
birother.

“Everytime I'd hear nbout
Inmiilies that wers united after 80
many years, I'd think, Gea, why
can't If be me2 * Alexunder sald

“F knew I had & brother, but I
didn'l have any ides where ho
was. "

Prompting from a friend faally
Inuached Alexander on the road ty
discovery. She started b 1685 with
only & handful of information — the
originul family name, birth dates
and an adoption agency — and in 16
months amasssd s file moris than
aninch thick.

The [raginonted paper trall Tsd
her o8kl Swearingen.

Sweariigen, 80, was only 13 mou-
th uid the last time the 81-yoar-old
Alaxanter haet ssen him. He had
never been lold about his older
sistr.

Alexander popped (he news dur-
ing an excited telephone call in
Augusl

T gusiss it was ke the saying
you could have knocked me oyer
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with a festher," Swearingen said.
Iy wan a surprise, but a nice one."

Brother and sister met briefly
tast fall in Goorgia, while the Ales-
uanders were trav through on
vacation, Swearingen way In
Washington this week to meet
other tong-last relatives and get to
know his sister a little better.

T just felt like that's the way it
should be,” Alexander said of that
initial reunion. “T¢ wis, & strange
situation, but T didn't feel
strange.'”

Swearingen agrees there is a
comfortable aura between them,
even though they didn't grow up
together and have few common i
terests

Swesringen's adoption went
througth the Washington Children’s
Homa and he was raised in Bell-
ingham, whils Alexander | was
adaptod privately by & Spakane

shiowed gome  musical
taleal, wnd pursued carly careces
in eucation, thongh Alexander
was Ihe only one who actually
taught ch martied, had
children and are now. grand-

have outlived all
members of their respective
sdopted famities. Alexandor
bolives skate officialsloosened the
rules on Swearingan's adoptlan
cecordy because the brother and
sistorwore once agsin alone.

Afior {he wdoplion, e sibings'

plrients.
They slso

unithle o trace him or any of his
rélulives.

Like many adoptees, Alexander
said she becume obsessed with a
soacch that fook her literally
arieas the siafe. She norted
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h turns up long-lost brother

-

Curlosity lod Dorothy Alexander of Granger on a search that reunited her with her brother, Sid
Swearingen. Afier their mother's death In the 19303, the siblings were adeplod and raised in dif-

farent parts of the state,

ihraiigh sheaves of records, made
countless telephona calis and ran
into frustrating dead ends.

Ultiraitely, it was a vacant
cemetery plol that polated Alex-
ander fn be right direction —
sauth

Going through death rocords,
Alexandsr had beon lod to.a west

side cemetery where Swearingen's
relatives were buried. She was
able to loonte # relative owning &
vacant plot who knew Swear-
ingen's whereabouts.

bhe found him in Eastabogs,
Ala., where the vetired mIJ.hlnry
man iy now employed as a civils
vive electronies technician.

Eigen had just reluried & fow days
before that call from an extended
stuy in Burope

Timing s everything. T T fnd
called a few doys mrhu lm
waouldn't have been the
ander sald, fashing & smile at 1
brother. *1 think somoeone was
‘walching over us,"
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