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Grasshoppar greek in the Beaverhead Vallgy

lihe gold was discovered along
the nation's view was focusedupon —ene sl George McClellan's w thdrawal
from his assault upon HBichmond and his inability to strike a tellinz blos at
the Confederacy (summer of 1862)

“he bie A1der Yulch strike, in kay of 1863, was lost in the news
of uettysburg, Vicksburg, and themilitary turbulence of that
climatic sum er.'fhe futu e territory of Montana and the entire trans-
Mig sissippl Yest seemed unimportant beo e the vital events pon /hose
outcome the fate of the nation depended.
«.p 20-- land t ey czlldd America or the ~tates was r mote

..Until 1864 Montana was a cistant wilderness ,recently tied In a loose

political fashion tothe 'nfant territory of Idaho, unknown and unheard of
edcent 1n a most general way, and completely voi eless in national

effairs,

A column in the Monianas Po:t headed "News from & erica excmplified the @@

-~

feelings of isolation.,

Rerublicans..called themselves the Union party
:erritory overrun by fugitives from Missouri and Coprerheads,

southern Indiana and “outhern 1llinois (called ~inks of Treason).

"VMontana's political agonies in many respects stemminz from the hatreds
arising out of the Civil War and a general animosity to ard the
fepubl'can controlled federsl government, did not subsi e until the
1870!s,

Lra of copper kings in the late 1880's manazed to crowd ont the

passion of the ¥ivil “ar."



