ligz ferce

Commissioner of Indian affairs, 1874

Nez Perce “gency-%We Nez Perce numnering 2,807 have maintained an
unbroken peace¢ with the government. whey have two reservations sixty
miles apart, one in Northwest Igaho calléd the Lapwai reserve,
and the other in NOrtheast Oregon known as Kamiah,

These contain 1,925 squarse miles of which only a small portion
is suited Bor agriculture; about 1,550 liez Perce are loczted on
the reserves, about 350 haw small farms of fron 3 to 10 acres
off the rese-fation whi& they are unwilling to sell and about
900 are vagrants in the VWallowa Valley and on Ehe Snake and “almon
Rivers where they have roamed for generations. fhese la tter have
never coms into any treaty relations withand will accept nothing from
the government; are bitterly opposed to the treaty Indians and are
8 costant annoyance to settlers with whomthey have frequent quarrels.
# portion of t hose on the reserve are non-treaty T dians who plant
in the spring, but of ten neglect their flarms aml roam off to the root
grounds, or wherever inclination prompts. *he influence of all these
"non-treatiesn in t heir continued and of ten unsuccessful a ttempts to
induce the more civilized I.dians to abandon their farms for hunting is
a very ssrious obstacle to rogress among the Nez Perces. ‘heir
head chief andhis subardinates are elsc ted annually by the treaty
Indians , the non-treaties refusing to take any part in the matter.,
The influence of the present chief, elected in July last, is all on

the right side.

Bighteen hundred acres have beencultiva ted this season, an increase
of 500 adres in two years from which they will be realized 12,000
bushels of wheat, 23000 bushels of corn, 5,000 bushels of oats and
2,500 bushels of potatoes most of which has beenmised in Kamiah. The
Lapwai Indians have lostalmost their entire crop by drought and crickes

Last year the sale of the surplus wheat raised by the ligz Yerce



formed quite a lage source of revenue for t hem.
They have cut and sold 300 cords of wood at %1 in coin per cord and

put b'.OO saw logs into the boom. f"en houses have been built making a

total of 44. Five hundred wear citizen's dress; one hundrsed
can read aml quite an interest is shown in education. The two boarding
schools and one day school have an at tendance of ninety pupils. #11
the lez Perces raise stock. ‘hey own 12,000 horses, 50 mules,
7,000 cattle; a natural incirease of 2,000 in the last year and 500
hogse

The peace and prosperity of this ageancy has been disturbed for
gome tyears past by what is known as the "Langford claim."

This is the claim of "illiam G. Langford to Q& 640 acres
of land within the lez Yerce Indian reservation in Idaho lterritory.
Langford makes this claim as assignee of the 4nerican board of
commissioner s for Poreign iHlissions , a religious corporation
established under the laws of the state o I“-[ass'achusetts and having its
principal of fice in fos ton.

The Ygz Perce reservation is a tract of land set apart for the lez
Perce Indians by the provisions of the treaty ofJune 9, 1863
U.S. Stats. ‘ol 14, p 647, fran the lar ge tract previously claimed
by them and which by treqty of June 11, 1865, U.-. Stats vol 12
DPe 907, wa reserved for them from a still larger tract, the
remainder of which they ceded at that time to the United “tates.
This rese vation ', as established by the tre ty of 1863 is recor nized
as belonging to the se Indians and is guaranteed to them both by the
treateies of 1855 and 1865 and the existence of Indian titls
theretorunning back to the irst knowledge of the cantry, is as clear
in this case as it can be in any. ‘he missionary board abovementioned

sent missionaries to this reserve in 1836 who settled upon the land in

question. ‘here is evidence of a continued residence and cultivation



of the soil, erection of & mill, school house and other buildin;s
down to 1847 when on account of an Ir,di.an outbreak the place was
abandorsde.

Over six months zafter this station had been abandoned, namely Angus‘l:
14,1848, “Tng1~ess passed an act prowiding for a territorial
government in Oregon, U.S. Stts at large Vol 9, p 323, in the
first section of which is the following language:

And provided also that the title to t he land not exceeding six
hundred and fofby acres now occupled as missionary stations
anong the Iildian tribes in said territory together with the improvements
thereon be confirmed and established in the several religious
gccieties in ‘hich saidmissionary stations respectively belong.

The tract of land "v:és,wi thin the limits of ‘VYashington territory
when established. The first section of the act of
congre s of 'arch 2, 1855, establishing the territorial govermment
of VWashington, T.S.S tats vol 10 p 172, contains the following
provisiong

Provided fu ther; That t e title to the lard not exceeding six
hundred and forty acres now occupied as missionary stations among
the Tndian tribes in said territory, or that may have been so
occupbied as missionary stations prior to the passage o the
act establishing the territorial government of Oregon, to:ether
with the improvements thereon, be and ishereby confirmed and established
to the s everal relighous societies to which said missionary stations
respectively bel i1ge
The reservatio is now within the limits of Idaho Territory the
organic act of which datead March 3, 1863, U.S. Stats at Large Vol
12 p 809contains no prorisions on the subjsct of the mission claims.
The first evidence that can ® found in the files of this office
of the claim of the said board of ' issionaries being a:.erted to

said land after the Bbandonment is contained in their notice to “gent



Hutchins at Nez Perce agency under date o lMay 2, 1862,

The following month fgent Hutchins reported to this office
the fact that said claim having been made to the boa'd and that is
covered the ground on which the agency was situated. It does not
appear from the recods of this office that any def'inite action was
t&ken in reference tothe claim of the “merican board until 1867
when the Tnhited S tates district sttorney was requested to defend the
suite Oy the 23rd of July 1869 J.W. Huston esq U.S. attorney
for the district of Idaho reported tiat it wauld be recessary
for hiri tobe in attendance at other courts when this case was
to be tried and by office letter of the 1llth of August 1869 was requested
to reply to Judge Kelley the presiding judge for the appointment of
John Cummings of Boise City, Idaho Territory to defend the suit.

n the 25th of October, 1WO 1869 ~istrict “ttorney
Huston inclosed a letter from Judge Kelley stating that
Mre. Cﬁmmins had t'alled to put in an appearance and inasmuch as the
cace had been on the docket for three terms without any defense
yie mo ‘on of the plaintiffs for judgmentwas granted by the court. ‘he
U.S. district attorney was distinctly instructed to ask s reopening
of the case to Which.the government was fully entitled or totake
an appeal to the supreme court ofthe Tnited States within the tiie
pregcribed by the statues of Idaho Territory but it does not appear
that any action was taken by this officer in the premises.

*he above facts havéng been submitted on the 13%h of December
1869 to the Department tle secretary of Interior, under date of
January 19,1870 , instructed this office, that '"the land claimed
by the mission board being within the diminished reserve of the lNez
Ferce I,dians and B9 never hawing been relinquished by said Indians
will be retaimsd for their @gency purposes.

-~

Acting under the se instructions of the department this ofi'ice

has held this taact foTr
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agency purposes until recently.®hd it appears from the books of this
office that the f ollowing sums have been appropriated and placed
in the hands of the agent of the Yez ‘erce Indians since 1860
for improvements on the lands occupled bythe agency and it is presumed
have been expended for such purposes. viz: schools and church,
+24,700; blacksmith shop , $5,500; saw and flow ing mill #*19,0.0;
hospital building, $2,400; buildings for employes 6,500;
buildings for chiefs ¥24,000..total @8 #92,M00

Inadditionto the foregoing the sum o %4,600 is appropriated
annually for keeping s&id buildings in r epairs etc. There are also embraced
within the 640 acres occupied by the a gency fifteen Indian f arms
Improved and cultivated for the use of t he Indians of the agency.

It was evidently the intention of congress to insure permanency to
these niissionaries who had gone as pioncers into this country to labor
among the ludians am to insure them a title to the lands
wh ch they had improved and upon which t heir buildings weras
situat ed; but unfortuna tely this claim swas apparently abandoned by
the miss ionaries and after large improvements hadteemmade thereon
was conveyed toMr. Langford who ha:c proc_ured from the cowts what
it seems must now be recognized as a valid title.

In view of the facts this office has disliked to see any recognifion
given to the claim but in view of the facts as above stated a
recommendation for an appropriation by coniress to purchase the
tract of Mr. langford has been macde at t he last two sessions and last
winter a compromise was agreed upon with langford by agreeing to
take in full consiceration of his claim the sum of ¥15,000; but congress
failed to make appropriation of this amount & dMr. langford is
now in possession of thetract which include: all agency build ings as
is evidenced by a telegram from J.BE. Monteith U.S. agent for

thellez Perce Indiars dated Lapwai Idaho Nevember 16, 1874 in which
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he gstates that the sheriff has placed Langford in possession of the
agencye

It is now mecessary that provision be m de tos atisfy Langford
to relinquish his claim to the U.S. as ' except by his permission
the United St:tes will be deprived of the use of the ggency buildings
which inclule mills, school houses, e tc, and mah;y of the Indians
will be deprived of the use of their farms and t heagent hes
wriktten +that he anticipated trouble f romthe Indians who threatened
to burn the buildings if ILangford took possession. TO the present date
no demonstrations ofthis kind have beenreported. ., and the agont
reports that the hopes to keep the I,dian quiet. He has b eendirected
toc all ui)on the military to protect the property if necessary
and the general of the army la s glven orders to the proper military

of ficer to co:perate with thesgent.



Uommissioner of Indiang Affairs, 1877

Wallowa Valley reserve. Joseph. I dian Land .

It is hereby ordered that tie order dated june 16, 1873
withdrewing fran sale and settlement ard se&ting apart the Wallowa

Valley in Oregon, described as follows:

Vormencing at the right bank of the mouth of Grand fonde River,
thencef up “nake River to & Doint due east of the southeast corner of
township Noe. 1, south of the base~line of the surveys in Unegon in
range No, 46, east of the Willamette meredian; thence from said
point due west to the West Fork of the Wallowa river; thence down
said West Fork to its junction with the VYiallowa river; t hence

down af@ saild river to its confluence with the Grand Ronde

River; thence down the last named river to the place of beginning

as an Indianreservation, is hereby revoked and annulled and the said

described tract of coun ry is hereby restored to the public domain,

Executive Mansion, June 10, 1876, U.S. Grant,



