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July 7th.. aving descended 10 miles we saw several men on

horseback proceeding to the westward,two of them rode to the river
side. Ye went to and smoked with them and each of us held on our ways.
I learned that they were sent from a village to apprise them of our

c oming. Having continued for four miles we came to two long Lodge:

of the same structure as those we have passed,sufficisntly well covered
with rush mats; one d these lodies w as two hundred and forty wfest

in length; the other sixty feet in length ; t he 0 ORBEO40aPae®O

each by thirty feet in breadth.all these measuresments

ar by stepuing the lengths at three fect each step. Yy their account
of the name of this tribe is Sinkowarsin (these were Pisquosh Indians,
now known as %enatchees, belonging to the Salish family and speaking
the same language as the San Poil. ‘hompson had passed fock Island
“apidas,.)

they are about one hundred and t wenty families andfrom the

women and children must be about eight hundred souls: the language is
still a dialect of the Paleesh but my Simpoil Interpreters find several
words they did not understand; when we passed and put ashore belong
them they were al_. dancing in t heir lodges to the sound of their songs
for hithertc we have not sien a musical ins trument even of tie most rude
kind along the river. "e sent to them to come and smoike, five steady-
looking men came, sat down near us and smoked; .five steady lcoking

men, came, sat down near us and smo ed but although many

of the llative we had passed viewsd us with some suspicions as at

loss Wﬂat to make of us,these men much ma e so, nor could they countenaneces
conceal that they did not know what to make of us; all the other
villagess th@90 had been ap rised of us by some who

had smoked with us, these had only heard of us by report; except what

they had learned from the t wo norsemen; no sp ech, as usual, was
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made and the Simpoil Iindians whoa cc mpanie us explained to them all the
they saw with us , after smoking a few pipes Irequested all the

0 ther meh to come which they d id but in an irregular mamer, and
it was twenty minutes Dbhefore they could be made to sit down. bmoking
commenced and they offered us a small pre ent of roo s and
berries , their a tention was strongly ficed on our persons,
éspecially on those who had let their beards grow; on our dresses
which were wholly of vwoolen or cotton, their clothingteing of
heather. On our uuns, axes, knives and making of a fire
te which last they paidg reat attention; they appeared delighted
with the use of the axe in cutting and splitting of the drift wood, i
now explained tothem by the in erpreters the object of my voyage down
the river that it was tp procure for them articles and clothing
such ac they saw with us, besides many other things equally
wanted by them.
All this passed in conversation with one and another, thers
was no chief to speak to them; a chiine looking man came and
sat close to me with 38 trong curiosity in his face; after eveeing me
8ll over he felt my fect and legs to be sure that T was asome thing
like themselves but did not appear surc that I was 80, a very old man
n ow came to thank me for visiting them and that he rad the pleagure of
smoking good Wobacco before he died; at length being satisfied that
we came as friends and (with) the intention of doing them good,
they brought to us two salmon for which I paid them; they then lifted
up their arms and hands tovards the skies praying for our
safety and to return to them; their appearance wasmuch the same as
those we had passed, but having more nourishment their
persons vweremore ful. in form andmany ofthe men were handsome with a ran
manly look, the women I could not call any beautiful bytmany were pretty
good lcoking with mild features, the ch ldren well formed and

playful and respect with kind attention to each other pervaded the



whole; tho at present poor in provisions they were all in
good health nd except the infirmities of old age we have not seen
a sick person, partly from using much vegetable food and partly from
a fine dry temperate climate.
“hey describe their counry to the southward to be being high dry and
barren, without anirals; to the nortward the lands are good
with “ntelopes, lountain Sheep(big horn) and goats of wh ch
t eir clothing is made, and of the fine 1 ng wool of the latter
they make good rude blanke ts, Ihey had also a few Bison robes which
they must have traded from other tries; allt hesc things allowed them
to be better clothec than any tribe we hac yet seen. “e saw no
woapons of war with tiem and like all the other tribes they may be said
t o0 be unarmed; and like them a 1lso they wer all as cleanly as people can
be without the use of ®oap; an article not half so much valued
in civilized life as it ought tobe.
“hat would become of the Bell ard the Beau without it. #nd
also all line ard cotton; Thave often known thewant of it and
had to use fine blue clay as a substitute,.
“s we were about to lsave this people with their praye ‘s
for our safety, a fine looking man came to us and requested a
passage in our Canoe for hinself and wife to a tribe below uf of
which he waw a chief'. e remarked to us thatthe “impoil Indians could
not interpret for us much farther down &he river as the nati s s spoke
a diff'erent language, which both himself and his wife well understood
and that he would then become an interpreter glad of the offer we gave
them a passage with théir little baggage. Arter descending
seven miles we put ashore to boil salmon for gﬁ%ég with the
Indians our whole time is occupied ¥n talking andsmoking with them
and keeping gua m all that is passing for with'.people to whom we

are utterly unknown a triffling accident riight produce serious

effects,
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Here was a place for a winter camyment, it was of the form of a
long lodge, the earth a dry light soll excavated to thedepth of one
foot, clean and level, thefloor affd of earth over which the lodge is
erected. !aving descended the current for twenty-one m les
w .camped for the nighue(1() This camp wasne r the mouth o
Crab Creek anmd tl® head of Priest ‘tapids where the town o Beverly
is situated today. Thompson and h  men suffered here f rom high wind
and mosquitoes during the night and rigged up a mast and sail the next
morninge. *his is the southern limit for Indians of the ®alish familyf
"o thisg distance the banks of the River have become much lower,
but all the bays o) o0site the points of thke river have
steep banlks of trap rock about torty to fifty feet, the points
are of fine meadow and when the water subsides to its usual level
must be extensive; the current more moderate yethas many whirlpools.
On the whole this day the river and country has a more pleesing
appearance than usual but without woods, except a few scattered
dward red Fir,
July 8th--Having proceeded seven miles we came to a village of
Pixty two families (2) :he rapid current drove us
half' a m le below the village before we could land; the chief,
a middle aged manly 1 oking man on H rseback now rode down to examnine
us, he appeared verymuch agitat d, the foam coming out of his mouth;
wheeling his horse tackwards and forwards and calling aloud, who are
you, what are youe. Our custom we to leave one or two men in the canoe
to keep it afloat, the rest of us drew upnear the share,
abo three feet fro each other, all well armed,myself in
the front, avparently unarmed; this chief sometimes appeared to male
a dash at us, we then presented our guns and he wheeled his horse,
in about a quarter of a n hour he became (2-These Indians called
Skummoohn in ThOmpSOn;S notes ar. S@@P Shahaptins from the I'imooenim

(Snake River) a name which puzzled Tewis and Clark in 1805-06. his active



white h:ired man is mentioned b: #lexander ftoss the following

month but higher up the siream.) compos d my native interpreter who stoood
with us now spoke to him in a manly manner telling hi who we were and #at
we came for, to which he listened with a ttention, then called

out oy, oy. He vas nohfjoined by a well made short stout old

man, his hair quite white, he was on foot an: came with a message.

“e invited hime to come with his people and smoke up on which

he set off on a ¢ l1lop, the oldman on foot keeping near hime

Mgving repeated to the peojle what we had said and to come forward

and smoke he returned at the same pace, the old man keeping close to
him. To our admiration, he was naked and b arefooted and we could nd
help saying éo each other which of us at his age will be

equally active. jhe man came and smoking comrenced, a present of four
sa_mon and two fish of a small species with berries vere made, of the
latter we tool. only part. By the interpreter I told them what I had to
say, the chief repeated the words in a loud voice which was repeat d

by a man in a louder voice. *he women now came forwards, singing and
dancing which they c ontinued all the t;%% the men were smoking. The men
were well formed but not handsome though their features were regular, th
they were poorly clothed; and tl® woren equally so, two of them were
naked, but not abashed; they all had shells in their nostrils,

some had tillets, round the head and bracelets of shells around
the wrists or arms, but want of clothing made them appear to dis-
advantage, “hese people are altogether distinct from t hose we have

seen and ar - of the Phawpatin or as it is someti es pronounced

Sararpa in nation of which there are sveral tribes and speak a

language peculair to themselves; it appeared sof't with many
vowels and & easy of pronounciation; it is the native tongue of the
interpreter. Yhese people , a well as those of the last vallage
ar € making use of the seine net which is well mde from wild hemp

which grows on the r ich low grounds. The net appeared about full
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six feet inb readth by about thirty fathmms in length; it wa: trimmed
nAd worked in the manner we use it, which gave them a supply for

the day, and a few to dry. But fish however plenty

can never compensate the want of deer, sheep and goats for clothing

and frequently a change of food.

“eleft these peonle and proceedsed forty miles to 5 1-2 pm

when seeinp alarge cam; before us we put ashore; four

horsemen came to us and la ving smoked I told them to invite the men

to come and smoles; they cameand sat down in an orderly manner the pipes
went around and the often regpeated speech wasmade of my going to the
wsea to procure all the articles they were so much in want of and return
to them, a nd for which they must be industrious hunters in the

winter season and procure furrs in payment; all this was readily

promis d; they said somewhat near their eampment would be a good place

for us to make a lodge anmd trade with them as the large river closs
below 180 them led to a fine country and skirted the distant

rountains we saw; that they had avery mild winter, the depth of snow

they showed was about eight inches, they had some times more but it soon
melted away. :hey represented to us that they had plenty of deer, two

of the species very small(2) with small trout and other fish for

the winter, with dried salmon; all the & ove in long detail was

repeated by three chiel's, af ter each other, in a loud voice; they made
us a pretent of four salmon for the t irst time, fat, and gave a little oo

oil on the kettle (1) “his was one mile below Pasco franklin

county, “Sa@State of Washington whoee the lgrthern Pacif ic railway

crosses the Colugbia and Snake Rivers. *he Irdians of t his

encamiment were the Sokulks who had enertained lewis and Clarlk in

October, 1805. ;he name Skaemena applied by ‘hompson is not noted

by other travelcrs but presumably refers to the Lvakema (yaliima) ije“

Indians. the Shahaptin and Yak ma far lies often met here.) (2)
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“hese small d er are the “Yolumbian Black tailed deer .0docoileus
¢olumbianus Richardson later described th&m from the
mouth of the Columbia river; and the cou t white tailed deer, odoug6
odocoileus virginianus leucurus (Douglas) describ d from the Falls
of the Villamette. boiled, %hey had neither roots nor berries; while
the salmon season continues they live wholly by the Rein net.

The name of this tribe is Skaemena, they are Shawpatins, and
number one hundred and fifty families ancd are not less than about one
thousand souls. They were all tolbera ly well dressed,many of
the women had no shell in their nostril, and were le. s
ornamented than those we have seen., 1hey'were
healthy and as clean as people can ®® without soap. ‘he men were
generally sbove the middle size, rather tall , well made for activity,

their feuture good, mild yet nanly; many of the woman would pass
for handsome 1if b etter dressed, they were decent,modest a d well
b ehaved. “nd both sexes kind and attentive to each other and to their
children most of the latter were poorly clothed or naked. #fter
iving a dance for a safe voyage at 9 p m they left us and we
passed a quite nighte
Upahter %,.
July 9th Havin;; gone half a m le we came to the junction of
the Shavwpatin river with the Yolumbia, the water is Ligh in
both the former is a bout five lundred yards in width strong current
and turbid wa&ter, the nétives say when the dater is low it is a séries
of rapids; clouse below the cm fluence the Columbia is b0 between
eight and nine hundred in widthe. I, the distance of three
m. les we passed twenbty .amilies seining of salmon, at two miles lower do wn
we came to e out twenty lamilies with who was the &hief of all the
Shawpatin tribes; he recei ed us in manners superior to all the

other chiefs; he appearedabout forty yearsof age, say six feet in

height, of a m@0 mild manly cointenance, good features and every way



a handsome man, clean and well dressd; we found him an
intelliteent friendly man, he made no speeches but discoursed with
us, as man with man; I found my interpreter to be a
person much noticed by him; he had several active men about
him who acted as Couriers to the other tri bes; others as soldiers
without arms; whi.e we were there two old chiefs made their
appearance upon which he sent tBedd some of them ¢ out one
hundred yards to meet the ; upon explaining to him tlk object of our
v oyage he enter d into all our views in a thoughtful manner, pointing
out to us their helpless state and that under their pre ent
¢ ircunstances they co 1d never h pe tobe better for we must conti ue
in the state our our fathers and ow children will be the same
unless you white men will bring us arms, arrows,shods of iron, axes,
knives and many other thin;s which you have and which we verymuch want, @
we informed himtha e had armed all tle natives pa ticularly the Saleesh
and Kootanaes and that as soon a: possible we would do the same to
all his people; that the we we brought the Yoods at present
obliged us to cross high mountains and through hostile people that we
n ow sought a shart safe way by which all the articles they wanted
would come in safety. (1) Chief Yellepit of the %alla Yalla tribe which
occupied both sides of the Yolumbia for thirty miles below Pnake
river as well as the country about the “alla “alla river. Thom son
says in his notes that he had an #me ican medal of 1801, *homas Jefferson
and a small flag of that nation.jhemedal was given hi by lewis
and Clark who describe him as a ”bold; handsome lpdian with a
dignif'ied countenance, about 35 years of age, about 5 feet 8 inches
nigh anc well proporationed. Alexander oss also mentions him
under the name #llowcatt,.)
He request we would make a lodge for trading & the junction of

the rivers and many of the natives would readily find theirway to

that place; he viewed all we had with great attentionbut the
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but the women were most delighted with the kettles,th axe, the awl
and the reedle; and I remarked in alltheir speeches ,they never
mentioned tobacco or woollen clothing as necessaries although

highly desired, yet they were pleased when anything was paid for, tos ‘e

see blue beads,rings and other trifles for the women form part of the

payment. L hisg chiefl', wiom with his small party had come here

to have space for fishing, had separated themselves from the

others, were actively employed in cleaning, s litting and

reserving the s almon by smoke, using all the precautions which
Thave already noticed; he made a present of two good galmon for which
I paid him i'ive feect of tobacco; he remarked tome that the:

were obliged to be very industrious during the s almon season as it

was the principal dependance tASM through t the year, fpr bhéir

only way of hunting the deer was by surro nding them, w hich

seldan gave all of t hem meat enough;

Hitherto the country has lowered much and along the

r iver when the water is low there must be much fine meadow but on the
uppe banks and tot he foot of t e hills the land is too dry, the grass
short and ot tender, a hard soil v ith the trap rock in places, how

far it is it for theplough Ic ennot say; the climate is very fine

and even. Inthis ronth of July the heat of tho day is always

tempered by the westerly winds which rise about 10 a m and gradually
increase to a gale at 10 p m then abnate and by 2 or 3 a m there is a
fine £fiOO0 calm and heavy dew but at times the gale continued all

night; I remarked tothe c hief the utter w ant of forest trees,

nothing tobe seen but a chance dwarf fir and t heir whol dependence
Wws on drift wood, that in other coungries ther wer forests of various
trees which would require more than one moon to ¢ oss them; he said

that they had no forests, that it was only in the countries of the “aleesh

teibes he had seen forests of one or two daygs journey;

that 1t was more than three winters Since he had been there and that the
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south part of that country b el onged to them; of late they had left
1t on account of the hostility of the ®pake Indians of the Straw Tent
tribe but if armed they would again possess that country fromw hich e ven
even from here we are not farj; for in one day_s march we come
to the mountains (1) The mountains here referred to are the
Blue Mountains of ‘astern oregon and the country where buffalo
still ranged w as the southern Idaho country adl ing the courses of
the Upper Snake River)
which tiere are low; the next day we cioss them and the third day
are where we hunt the Pisons for which we have plenty of good
horses; but they have no bison clothing among them. ‘hrough t's whole
of these trives I hav seen no wcapons of war, rarely a bow and arrows
and those fit oniy for small deer; not a single stone ax and
small sharp stones for knive. without handles; the y
ertainly have no turn for mechanics, an hsquimaux with their means
would have stone tools and kettles toholdwater and boil their
fish and meat, whereas all these tribes do not appear to have anything
better than a weak small basket of rushes for this necessary purpose.,
Most of the musical instruments of the eastern re tives aremade
ov parchamdnt or rawhide dried as the tambour dr m and ratt;e and e ven
allowing the skins of animals to be too valuable for such purps e, yet
the hoofs of tihe small deer mi;h bemade into an agreeagble rattile
_as with tne Iiwlans onthe sast side of the mountains; the whole of
their music is their own voice which costs neither time nor labor.
g embarked and proceeded 32 miles down the river and pa:sed about
80 families in small straggling lodges: at one of wi.ich ten &m0
families we put ashore to smoke with them but they were terrified at
our appearance. lfy men stayedon the b each and I went forward a faw
paces unarmed and sat down with a pipe and stem in my hand; they sent
forward two very old Men, who lying flat @h‘the round in the

most pitiful manner; crawling slowly fregﬁently lifted their heads a



AL

littie as if imploring mercy; my lNative interpret would not speak to
them and all the signs I could make gave them no confidence; cl se
b ehind the men t res women crawled on their kneed; lifting up
their hands to me as if 560 supplicating for t heir lives; the men
were naked and the women nearly the same, the whole a scene of
wretched destitution, it wu too painful thadBO0y they did not
smoke with us; I ugave to each of the men two inche of tobacco
and left them, %hey appeared as if outcasts from the others;
all those we have passed today appea ed idle, we saw none of
them employed with the ®sine when I spoke .to the in erpreter he gave
when we camped to learn the state of these peple, he gave me no answer and
oth himself and his wife did not wish to be spoken to gbout them.,.
In the af ternoon when the river ran to the WSW a high mountain, isolated
of a conical form, a mass of pure snow without the appearance of rock
appeared which I took bto be Mount Hood and which it was; from the lower
part of the of the river this m6QJd&A mountain is in full vew and w ith
a powerful achromatic telescope T examined it; when clear the
snow ablways appsared as fresh fallen, it s tands south of the
Columbia river near the shores of th <facif’'c ocea and from six
thousand 'c¢feet and upwards, is one immsnese mass ofpure snow; what is
mlow the limit of perpetual 8now, appears tobe continually renewed by
fresh falls f snow; its many streamlets form rivers one of which
the "ilarmet, a noble river through afine country falls into the
Columbia Hiver,
July 10th # fine morning. Having gone twénty one miles we came to 82
families; they were well arranged for the salmon f is hery,thei~ seine
net was about eight feet in width with 8 trong poles at each end and
good lines and (13} ThompsofBSO ampbing place this night was not
far from Castle Rpcl;, Oregon. about fitty fathoms in length, they had
also dipping nets with strong hoops and about five feet ind epth.

Their “anoes as usual with al the tribes weremade of the hollow trees
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drifted down ther iver; I measured me of them 36 ieet
in length b three feet in'width. VYo staied about an hour with them
smok 1 and tal ing but they had no info mation to give us; proceeding
stven miles we put asuore at two 1d ges containing eighty l'amilies with
whom we staied two hours; after smoking had commenced
they made us a present of three salmon for w ¢ I paid two feet of
tobacco. * ¢y then gave us a dance to their singing, superior to any
dance and the song was varied in notes to which t he dancers kept
time with an easy graceful step, for which all the natives are
remarkable, the youth of each sex formed a separate curved line, the
elderly people behind them, the dancing and 8 inging were regulated
by an old chief and ended by a short prayer for s afe treturn.

“n é&nquiring why they always pref ~ed the curved to the
straight line in dancing the answer was that the ucurved line  ave
them t e pleasure of seeing each other and that every one behaved
well, which a straight line did not allow; in none of their
dances that L have seen do they intermix with each other,but each
personkeeps steady to the first place, slowly dancing a few steps forward
and backwards without any change of t he body. 4t the end of each
sance which may last a few minutes t ey sat down; in doing so both se es
with an easy motion sunk to the ground, none of us could =do the same,
we were too stiff, #flter leaving these friendly peoule we went to
two men who weoe seining salmon and bought two fish. Shortly after 6
Pem. w6 put up verymuch fatigued with a heavy gale ofhead wind which drifted
the sandlike dust (This camp was as nearlya s can be dete minedon t e
north bank of the river opposite the thn Day river andbelow what are
now known as the Indian ILapi«is. Itwas here that Bhomusonfirst
heard from the I dians news of the #merican ship's arrival)

{rom information and from what wehave seen the coun ry through
mch lowered is stilli high, dry country covered withshort £rass now

faded for want of rain, the banks of the river ar all of
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y-is kind of grassy ground gently slping f ramn the inferior, which is an
wmdulating plain to thefoot of the distant hills, #nd the soil everjywhers
appears poor and s andy; it may do for sheep but what we see isnot
f@BA fit for any other animal, “nd we nevcr see an animal of any kind;
the f ew trees ars as usual stunted red fir, the only tree that will
grow on these‘dry grouds and tie natives wholly depend on the
driftwood for all purposes. *he night being clear I observed
for Latitude anmd Longitude of wiich + make a comns tant practice to
correc. the survey of t e river and to give a true geographical position
to every part though of no importante to the gene al reader,and therefce
n o noticedes
July 11lth ¥ fine moring, having proceeded thr ee mile:
e e came to a village of sixtythree families, with whom we staid smoking
for near an hour andwent on our way over many strong :Rapids =aome
of them requir ed all our skill, d¥®80U to avoid being upset

or sunk by tle waves; w passed two villages but co Q0 could not pus
ashore., #t 2 p m we came to a village of about 500 families

we put ashore close below them; they gave us a very rude irregular
dance to discordént singing; several re pectable men came and tried to
keep order whic they barely maintained, we saw no person who appeared
to act as chief; no speeches were made and as my sk0® stock of
tobacco was diminishing every{ Having passed through

the dangerous John Day Rapids and Hell-Uate “apids and Poriaging

ove ' the Great Falls Ht Celilo *hompson campéd on the

south bank of the r iver att he head of tk upper “alles (Ten

Miles *apids) at the Indian village of Echeloots (Klickita )

where is situated another great salmon fishery of the Columbia
rivalling that of Kettle Falls above. :he Indians of this wvillage

were the first :hom;son had met belonging to the Chinookan fam ly

and here h s “hahaptin in®efp8 interpreter left him and |

returned to tlecillage at Yelilo where Ihompsonfound him on the
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return journey.) xday I allowed smoking to only the re prciable men;

they werc all poorly clothed a nd the women more so than the

men and this sex in decency, modesty and cleanliness fell

short of the upper country women; like all t rnatives along

the river their living was the salmon fishery with the seins and

d ipping nets. lad they been clean and well dre:ted both sexes would
havehad a good personal appearance. : he informed tme they h d heard of
white peonle from the sea and warmed us all t to beward of the Dalles
and Falls which we e close below us, the soil was light and like what
wohad passed; at night the old men with some trouble got them all to
r etire to their lo dges and after smoking a few pipes left us to pa s

a quite night.

July 12th-"e were now at the head of the Yalles to which thire is

ac arrying place of a full mile, I have alreacdymentioned the Dales of ta

the Saleesh and “pokane rivers these Yalles were of tl® same

formation, s9tO00 stecp, high walls of basalt rock with sudden sharp breaks

in them whi.ch were at right angles to the direction of the
wall of the r ivers; these breaks f ormed rude bays under ea ch
pont was a violent eddy and e ach bay a opowsrful dangerous whirlpool
thesc walls of roclk contruct theriver from eight hundrd to onse
0800 thousand yards in width tos ixty yards @ leys; imagination can
hardly form an idea of the warking of this immense body of water under
s ch a compressio: ragingand hissin as itf alive. “ome twenty-two years
of te ' 1 passed in 1811 M Peter Ogden one of the fa tners of the Hudsong&s
8808 Bay company on his way to Fort ‘ancouver came to these
Yal es in a Canoe with 11 men. M. Ogden put ashore and walked down,
h e advised the men to c arry the canose with the baggapge over the carr:ing
place, t he road of which is near the bank; the owater being
low they preferred running the Dalles they had not gone walOO .far when
to avoid the ridge of waves which they ought thave

kept they took the apparent smooth water, were drawn into a whirlpool
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which wheeled them ro d into it's vortex,the canoe with the men
¢ linging to it went down end foremost and they were all
drowned; at thefoot of the Yalles igearch was made for their b odies
b ut only one man was found, his body much mgngled by the rocks. La t
evening when the old men quitted us they promised to send us men
and horses to tale everything over the car ying place but after waiting
for thems ome time we set out to work andc rossed everything
over a tolerable good path to a small sandy bay; here we had
the pleasure of seeing may grey colored seals; t hey were apparently
in chase of the salmon; we fired scveral shots a them to no
purpose.
Sbout one more mile of Hapids of which we carried two hundred yares
fir.shed thef alls am rapids of th 8 river; tie country in
appearance has improved, the grass somewhat grce and a few trees in
places. Ny interpreter with his wife left us at the great village but
his own peopleare higher p theriver. I paid him as wellas I could
f or his s rvices which were of great service to us; but he said he
warld accompany us to the sea if he understood the language of
the native . le was a fine steadymanly character,cheerful often
smiling but never laughing he once remarked to me when he say ry
men laughing heartily tha wmen ought not to laughl} it was allowed only
to women,
es.having passed 16 miles we saw the Tirst ash trees with willow
and aspine..came to a village o0RBO of houses bullt of logs, the
people which are called Wawthlarlar (2)
Had just passed Lyle, it is on the south side of the
niver just below tH s point that the a sh amd vak trees begin.
These Indians were called by “ewis and Clark w®ahclellahs , and those on

the south side the Yehhuhs. ‘hompson is now at the

head of the C ascades, the Ureat Shoots of Lewis and Ciarl and

the fallen "Bridge of tk Gods of Indian tradition. 4ccording

-
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to thet ext he camped on the na th side of the river but his
roLes indicate that he camped on ©e south side just above the site of

Cascade Locks, Oregone

(Later in book, on way back)
August 4 and b--'wo fine days we proceeded 60 miles, srong'current and
Ra _ids; for the whole of thdés distance the sides of ther iver Oof
are of hasalt rock in all its wildest forms, a field for the
magination to ay in, amforms
structure frommstle to a table..:olumbia here is 900 yards in widthwh
wWith powerful currente.e..
e a« now at the junction of the Shawpatin river w th the
Volumbi (By Lewis and Clark «.by the United Stqtes named Lewis and
Vlarke's rivers a distance of three hundrsd and thirty-four miles from
ghe sea; from the above place to the Illthkoyape :1lls if four hundred
nand three miles; the whole of t his distanc:e we know by experience
to be little else than a series ofheavy rapids from
their descenteses
Ye had pacsed one hundred ani twenty men at their occupation
seining salmon andw:r nowat lod es containing two hundred men and
Tthelr l'amilies; they awere all of the “hawaptin tribe ard this
place was their pri cipal v.llage, (1) ‘hece are the Sokulks
onee more, really llez Yerces. 8 lexander '‘oss supplemenis the narrative
her with an interesting note: On the l4th e r.y in the muring wht at did
we see triumphantly waving in the air at t e confluence of the two
grea Dbranche: but a British flag hoisted in the m ddle of t he Indian
camp planted bthere by Mp, thomison as he passed with a written
paper laying cla 1 to the country north of the forks as

British “erritory. “oss tsays thatthese Indians called “hompson
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Thompson Koo-Keoo- int which apoears tom a corruption of the
o

Salish word for "Star' and jrobaly meant "Tphe Star Man,

they are a fine race ;f men and women and with thei children

very cleanly in their persons and we no longerr had to see naked
females, many were well clothed, all of themdecently with leather and

in cnealy order; it was a pleasure to see them. We camped with them

and as usual (they) entertaimed us with signing and dancing for an
hour; here I traded a horse for my Indian in:erpreter and otherwise paid
him for his se vices and he remained withhis peopde. e smoked and fa!ked
until late.They were nleaced with the account of the exertions we were
making to supyly them with the many articles they want and the hppes

fa wessel with goods com'ng by sea next year; but that at pre ent

T must proceed to the mountains for goods; all these natives have the
good sense tosse that to assist me is to forward their interests.
The j unction of this river with the columbia is in Latitude 46
12 15 N Long tude 119, 31, 33, west variation 18 degrees east.
Aygust 6="e left this friendly village with hearty wishes for our

waafe return and ascended a strong current to noon on the 8th. *he water
was nhgh wil the t ps of the willows just above water; the width

of the river betwemn four and five hundrcd yards; the

land moderately high, thebanks sloping but all sandy, sterile with

coarse hard grass in round turfis, equally bare of birds and deer as

t he lands we have passed. ¥ 6 werse noﬁgat the road which led to the

Spokane river, having come some iQ0 fifty s ix m les up this

river; we had smoked at four small villages of whom we procured

salmon of the lesser species, of about thres to five ponds

weight, they were well tasted and in good cordition but to cook

them we awer e still devendent on drift wood for tle se sterile grounds
moduce no trces. 4t the road was a village of fifty men with t@6®

their families. *hey wer amxiously wmaiting our arrival, tl ey had sung and

made speeches until they were hoarse,and danced till they were tired,



———

we sat dowvn and smoked; told the news and then inf ormec. them
that I had
(*he~ hadnow left the C:olumbia and beiun ti e ascent of thne Snake
r iver. flom son had decided toreturn to © okane house overland instead
of by the slow river route against the current and had sent a
mssen er to Jaco Finlay for horses. Meanwhile he ¢ ontinued ‘n his canoe
wp the Spake riv . r to the crossing of the main trail leading northward)
TO GO TO THE MO NTAINS NORTHWARD OF US AND THE EQURSE OF T' IS
RIVER being northward I could procced no farther in my canoe; that my ms
woudtd require norses to carry or things on our intended journey
for which I would pay them on my return from the mountains; to all
that I said they listened at times saying oy oy we hear yo :; theyretired
and shortly after made me a present of eight horses and a war garment
& thick moose leather such as I have already described; but saddles and
other furniture they had none to spare us and we had to make use of our
¢ lothes for these purposes.
On the 9th we laid up the canoe for future use 11) it was
very leaky as there being no trees we could procure no gum for the seams
while we wer doing this the old men came to us and after smoking
s id thechiefx and the men below us are good people but whatever they
give they expect will be paild but this is not to make a present which
18 a gi 't without payment such as we have made to you; this was all very
good but I knew they could not afford to make presents and
gave to each person who braight me & horse for the value of ten
beaver skins in goods payable at any of the tradirg posts which wbeing
expla ned to them, they were much pleases though they could not
¢ omprehend how a bit of paper could contain the price of a
Horse. “aving finished a s ries of observations I foundthe
fatitude of this place to e 46 36 13 N longitude 118 49 51 west
and the variation 19 degrees deaste. In the afternoon we left this place

and also on the 10th went northeastward 28 miles; we crossed several



brooks aml at length thank heavey got clear of the sterile st$88Q0 sandy
ground with wr tched grass of the basalt formation whicn in
this distance often 0 shows itself above ground with many s harp
splint rs which cut the f eet of the horses; in taking my leave of the
basalt rocks I maysafely say tha although I paida ttention everythwere
to find some traces of an igneous origin yet I have not found any, no
ashes, no scoriae and every spring of cold water. For my part I
have no belief in its supposed origin but believe that as the diety
has created all the other various rocks so he has likewi s created the
several hundred squar e miles of basalt rocks of the Columbia r iver and
adjacent countries.... the mumber of natives along the b anks of
the Columbia may be estimated at 13,615 souls, reckoning each family
to average seven souls. This estimation is not above the
populatione fhe estimation was made by cointing the number of
married men and00 that smoked with us and also that danced. Their
subsistence appears tobe about 10 months on fresh and dried
salmon and two months on berries, roots and a few antelopes, those
on the upper part of the river once a ya ear ¢ oss the mountains to
hunt the bision and thus furnish themselves withd ried provisions and
bison robes for clothing
(1)==this was at the mouth of the Palouse river (Drewyer's River of
Lewis and Clark) otherwise styled by the f ur-traders Pavion,
Pavillion or Flag river. It was another established camping
place for the Nez “erces. Later it became Lyons ferry, the ¢ rossing
place for all trav;lbetw en the Walla “alla and Kootenay and
Colvilleand Spokane districts and the Brossing of thef irst military
road surveyed by the United States govermment etween the C,lumbia
and Missouri. Thompson did not wait for the horses which Yaco finlay was
to send Wy but.negotiated a horse trade against a note in hand,)
(Spokane house 90 miles from the Spake river as ths Crow
flies,)

Ilthkopape falls,. Spokane House.



“n return trip at Celilo fallSe...
One came and informed us that some of the Chiefs with their men
Bwere coming to seize our arms and keep them; we directly got ready for
the defensive; and soon saw a straggling party coming towards
us; when near us and seeing us ready to defend 35selves
they made a halt; after some sharp words on e ach
side they retired; we had to keepwatch all night it was very stormy
and drifting sand; they kept walking about and with all our
watch ng they s tole from us fifteen fl0 feet of the line for
tracking the canoe up the current. +hese people a re part of
the same wi=HEEEN large village thaﬁ behaved so rudely as we passed
on our road tothe sea, I h v already remarked that the 9@1@9
Dglles of all ther ivers on the west sides of the mountains
are formed of basdt; these last which we call the great or
upper “alles, had the natives been more peaceably inclined I intended
to have passed a few hours in examining them
August 1l--% had some difficulty toget the interpreter to
émbark, which having doms we set off, thankful to
heaven for having passed the last of these troublesoms
prople; a short distanee above the village we came to an isle
which was held s acred to their dead. f’her : were many sheds under which
thw dead bodies were placed all whic f wished to examine but
my interpreter begged of me not to do it as tl® relations of
the d ead would bevery angry, W we passed about 170 men in several
p & ties into which they have not divided themselves to have
full space for sening salmong upon which they are all employed.
Hgving proceeded 26 miles the banks of the river the same barren
basalt and the plains much the same we camped at 7 p m with searching
about fo nd bits of wood enough to boil the kettle, $1)
fugust 2--Early sgt off aml proceeded 26 miles in this diatance we

passed
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one hundred and fifty five men and their families they wers all

e mployed with the sein and with success; in tie early part of the

d aymeasured a salmon four feet four inches in length and its

girth two feet four inches; this 1s the largest of the

species but(gyt t e largest I have seen,

fugust 2 Having advanced a full mile we came to a Hapid fromwhich

the verymany shells we named the Muscle Hapic’lg these shells are very
frequently found on the beacha s wella s on the rapids; the natives find
them alive but do not consider good to eat and only hunger obliges
them to use them for food,....

"(1l the camping place at night was some distance below the

mouth 8 the J hn Day River. ':';he Hel Gate and John “Yay “apids were
difficult to ascend with the line,

2 This day's travel included several strong rapids and took
the party onl; about as far as foosevelt on the I-loﬁao
lort Bank or Arlington on the South bank. ‘hs rapids
wher - mussels were observed were prdoably those now known
&s Indian “apids near Squal ly Hook,

Aygust 3 and 4th--“‘ppearance of the country much better..rattlesnakes
etc etc,

(O0p August 3 ‘hompson got beyond the high hills into the lower
coun ry and appears to hav camped near Cayote station in Oregon
O, August 4 he lined up the Umatilla *apids wh ere he complained of
rattlesnakes which still exist in some abundance in that neighbrohood

and camped near either Juniper on the south bank or ‘amar on the north
bank)

(This a ccount written by David ""'hompson when 70 years old
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