Aqencies--185é

Tot V'/hitcomb, spechkal sub agent %o Joel Palmer at Milwaukie--
(Whitcombwas spedal sub agent) Agreeable to your i@ instructions directed
to me Oct 19,1355, I cdllecterall Indians on west sid & of the €olumbia
between mouth of§andy & Willamette rivers..made encampment on temPorary
reserve,occupied by Chief Talmas' band...@old weather destroyed roots,..
must b e fed or disbanded,.

R.R. Thompsopy, Indisn agent, #gency Office, Dalles to Joel Palner,
Jen 20-1856"...late{news from the Walla Walla gives an account of the
most shameful treatment of the settlers and friendly {ndians, ther
property is taken and wantonlydestr yed for no other reason than that the
volunteers have the power to do it... there 1s no discipline or order in
the camp,bf the ssettlers protest their property, their 1lives are
threatened , oneof them writing to a friend says that if their lives
were in dancer when surrounded by hostile indians they are doubly so now...

A. McDonald, Cnlville, Jan. 27,1856 to Gov. “tevens...

“the most unrelenting barbarities are told here of your voiunteers

*1s said they murdered §erpent JeEENg Jaune, scsa red and skimed him,
turned his skin into razor straps,disinterred him after bu rying him,
then cut off his ears --preserved in lquuor cf which s American officer
drank afterwards...by accident.. If this be true, iz so as an historical
fact tis worth salting to show our progress.,,"

Joel Palmer supt. to Maj. Gen. John E, Wool, comd Yept of the Pacific
m.S. Army “enecia, Celif..."Portls.d, Y.T, Jan. 27,1856..."I
enclose herewith a copy of a le ter written by Father Cheriouse of "dl 1a
to the Yateher at the Dalles M ssion...I am of opinion that nothing

short of the immediat e occupancy of the: country by recular U.S. Troops

can save these tribes from a narticipation in this war...to enable
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this dent., to maintaln guarantees secured th se indians by treaty
stipulations s d caerry out BEE® the poiicy of government in its efforts to
colonize these Indians upen the reservations designated I have to request
that you will direct at least one hundred United “tates tr-ops to procede

(sic) at once to the Cavuse country to aid the agents

e0- -
Copy of Le ter of Futher Cherouse transmitted to @en'l “ool.
Traslated from the French Jany. 15,18535,. “e thought GUrselves saved
andreleased from emharrassment by the victory of the whites and the |
flight of the savages but have been grestly mistaken. +‘he volunteers
without discipl ne ,without order and simllar to the madmen of the

i1ey have entirely disposed of their

revolution menace* with death every day.
provisions, the inhabitants of the cointry and the Indlans who have so
nobly followed the order of #r, Palmer to remain faithful friends to the
Americans...l wll soon be no longer able to restrain them, the Indians.
‘hey are indignant at conduct so unworthy of the whltes who have made them
so many promises to respect and protect them i £ they remain... I am
very sure if the volunteers are not arrcsted in t helr brigand actions
or “ndians will save themselves by flying to the homes of their
relatives, the Vez Perce...l prav you my dear sir for the love I have for
my government and thils new country, for the love of heaven and justice
to preéfantTHRdPealdd present these thines to General Wool...
John E, Wool, 7jajor seneral to Gen. Joel Palmer, Supt from
headquarters , Dept of the Pacific, “enecia, 7th FPeby 1856---lhave just
received your communication of the 27th ultimo through “ol. Leorge “ri:ht
@08 I have sent the col. instructions tc comply as soon as practieable
with vour wishes as well as of those of father Cherouse that 1s, to send
four c ompanies to the “alla Wella country..ealthoush the volunteers barbarously

murdered Feu Piey Mox Mox and his companions whilst under the sacred
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of a flag of truce which no doubt greatly excited them asainst the whites,

I think they can be brought to terms... If extermination is not
rsolved upon by the persons whom you most correctly described as theauthhors
of all our troubles I camnot but doubt the war in a few months may be

brought to a close.

eEeFET™fo D.F, Swaw,special Indian agent, Vancouver, W,T, Feb 10 to
¥m®. Isaac I. Stevens (Regarding Haller) the result of the blunder on this
part of the military was insten tly heralded to all the tribes west of the
mountains inviting them to join and exterminate the Americans....tRersEx
veoin the month of Novemer Maj or fains moved Into the Ve ima vth 400
rooulars and accompanied by “ol. Nesmith with 450 volunteers who had insts.
from Yov. Curry to cooperate w th the major in any movement he wished to
make. n reachinc the valley ...troops ordered into winter quarters
at Vancouver, leaving the Indlans to return into the valley...
this ended the campaign as far as the regihlar troops were concerned.
Walla Walla battle followd, Peu PMM killed...'his was the first blow
struck in the war.. if the government had provided a sufficient number of
agents for these tribes to rc<:ide amonpg them I do not think thewar would
have brokenout in the summer of 1855,

Several chiefs were exciting a feeling arainst the America1q5nd without
anv agent to contradict them many of their lies were believed. T« ing
thes reports together with the defeat of Ma jor Haller and the
abandonment of the “alla '7alla valley by the Americens by the Americsn
séttlers made all the Indians susplcions the mare forthe fact t hat
the troops were now advancing into t heir country. The indians who were for
var took advantage of the favorable moment and irculated the repart
that the soldiers were coming to kill a1 of them and that they might

as well die with guns int heir hands as not...it will be the wrk of years

to zet everything ricght amonz these tribes o=t et et ddd
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The Indians to the governor, fxm When dov. ®tevens and Gen. Palmer called
on us we all assembled as children atthe call of their father...everyone
knows ®hat they said. *hey spoke with a loud volce, every one heard them,
they spoke distinctly, every one understood them...G0v Stevens and General
Palmer assured us that they wx® were sent by the Great Chief of the whites

to be our second Fathers, to protect us and our children and to secure
our happiness---they proposed to us a treaty in regard to the lands on
which the Creator used us tobe born and to live...we have all acquiseced to
their proposition maxmze because we thought them just sincere and friendly
and we all have put our mamsxx names to the Great Pgper of the treaty as
a witness of our consent. “ut alas. Men are always men, aml ®sverywhere
there are some ®Emx who will commit faults, especialr those who are iznorah
a1d blind. (best omitted unleés necessa'y because of reference to Yakimas)
«+o the volunteers were to beﬁur protectors but they threaten us cEE=Ex

every day to kill us.

H.H. Tobin to Gov I.I. Stevens, March 3,1856...under yor instructions
that the Indians nnber my charge numbering 150 strong were yesterday
remowe d to a small bay selected by them situated on the ea t side of

Beun's Point."

?ainbridte Island, three mliles from 1its hesd, known as
Intended to remain w th them, but no subsistence arrived so-eturned to this

place (Seattle ) to awailt such stores as are firnished other reservations
R.H. Tansdale, *nd. Agent W,1, 2885 to J.W. Nesmith, March 8,1855(56)
In reportingupon the propriety of ratifying the treatlies made with
the Nez Perce and other tribes of Indians of the middle region o f Oregon
and “ashington territories 'y Palmer end Stevens in A855--I have to say
that the Indlans interested have got most firmly fixed in their mimds the

idea that the tresties mentioned are becom too old s dinoperative and vold

by reec=on of the delay in rat ifyins them. Besides they have been told
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by official personages that those treaties never would be ratified,
that the whites did not want their lands for settlement yet awhile.
.esT would rather advise that new negotiations be held, end mw treesties
be made with allthe tribes you mention, for beslides the re=son above given
the treaties themselves are all founded m» & wrong principle thd& of
giving the ‘ndians large reser ations common where the true policy and
far the best for the Indims 1s to give t em small portions of lands to be
held in severslty , 4nd in which each famlilycan fe el and know they have an
individual right of propertyeee.
Jno., F, Neble to I.I. Stevens, from the Dalles, 0.T. March 27,1856
ng locsl agent for the “ish-ham tribe near this plec e ,.as many of their
surnlies were destroyed ...during expedition was about moving into the
Y&ima country
C.J. Palmer to Stevens, Cascades W,T, April 14,1856-- “n the 26th of
March band of hostile Indiens made sn attack upon this place and
the adjacent neighborhood killing our people,burning our h omesand nlundering

our pronerty.
-- May 26,56

Indian Apent J., Cain from Vancouver to $tevens...Col. Wrioht
camp on the Ngeches, briedinc the Vakima , priest andlialf breeds came in from
Walle Walla,...

June 3,1856,,F2p#ed Thomnson , the Yalles to Jpel Palmer, June 3,56,
the col is buildinz & block house on t he south side of the Nachess fiver
while theopposite bank is occupled by Indians

C.P. Higgins to btovens, July 6,1856 from the “glles...Father randosy
came on Col. “right's 1 vitation with &0 Indians... Father Pandosy has

gone out to collect and bring in the lndians to the Naches, the point

that Col. "icht wished to meet the Indians mnd maske treaty with them..
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eeslt 1s generally supposed that the war willl be closed on the north

side of the Columbia in about a month... Col “right crossed the Yakima
river on the 2nd Jnuly on a 15 day scout and when he returns he will
establish two posts in the Vvakama country and then return to the Dalles

Instructions to R.R, Thompson, Ind. #gent office sunt. Indien affairs
Yayton, 0.T. July 18,1856...your aoplicet on for permission to make
wasconam on the Dallesheadquarters for he time being is granted (Palmer
to Thompson) .

Stewens , governor axd supt, to Hon Geo W. Mannypenny, commissioner of
indien #ffairs, ashington, D.C. July 24,1856--- I have to report that the
indian war may be considered to be ended on t e Sound. ‘he Indiens on
the reservation are contended and the hostiles of the sBound who have

e M = e o
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# not surrendered are still ecst of the mountains.

"% K., Sear,local acency, Cascades, W,T, Aug 1,1856. to ®tevens..
capt. *inder taken charge of Indians, (who was in commend of this
nlace* The whites will not d low them tofish on the river.
¥. Roble, local agent, Dalles, “ugn 30 ,56 to Stevens...
nothing new in Yakima country, Cant. Dent 1s 88 nrogressing on his road and
will soon have a waron road f rom this place to Simcoie.. Mai or “arnett
is getting on well with his improvements...they are now engaced in

v

removing the Indians from ‘ancouver to theCascades to the wWhi te Salmon...

A, Hedges, supt. Ind, #ffairs to-Geo. v, Manypenny, commissioner
*nd. Affairs, “ash D,c,, B®® from Ore. City Oct 10,1356..."the Ind ians
east of the Cascade mountains in the immediatechsrge of Agent Thomnson
should be located upon their reservation as soon as it can be done
with safety which wl8® will not be until the war in the north is closed.,..
it will be necessary to subsist themthrougsh the &® winter and it is hoped

to t he
the war will close in time to &l low the removing of them
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peservation early enough to put in spring crops..."

from
J. Cain, Indim Agent to Stevens, Vancouver, #.T. Dec 12,1856 ...

Mr. Noble has 900 Indiens at White Salmon, Mr, T ownsend repo ts 1,000 to
1,1000 and from the last information L can ® t some 1,200 in the Simcoe
Valley making in round numbers something like 3,000 to 3,300 a1 told

up to this time and a orospect of more coming in.

later...1,000 to 1,2000 at “aite Salmon, 1,000 the DPalles, 1,000 to 1,200
in ®imcoe Valley mak ing inround numbers 3,300 to 3,400, will

need 1,500 pounds of flour per day, say forz January 233 bbls at a cost of

¥550 to $700, take at least one beef a day costing ¥90 per head...

Dglles Agency Dec. 19,55 to Palmer (R.R. Thompson)

w..with the friecndly Indians under our charge we are compelled to be very
strict , almost to severity in order to protect them from the voliunteers,
wany t hines have occurred since the com encement of hostilities which for
the honor of our mahhood and civilization I dare not pen...to think of
volunteers meting ou justice to friendly indians 1s an ddea vrepostrous.
e+ .theyr trade with other tribesm is broken off, cut off from sources of
subsistence, dare not go to fisheries if they do they are shot at by the
volunteers... necessary to call iIn ma y heretofore employed by whites

as herders for the reason if seen on the hills they may be shot.

I understand that an officer high In the volun eer service boasts that the
volunteers wio had been stationed in this vicinity hwe killed twelve of

the "damned red rascals."



1856--
F, Robie, locel agent at the Dalles, fug 30, 56 to tevens
Nothine new in the Vakima county. “Yapt. Dent 1is prozressi ng on his
road an will soon have & wagon road from this place to Simcoe. “ajor
“arnett w!QHA is cetting wODd on well with his improvements.
They are now enzased inr emoving the Indizns from Yancouver to the

eadtdd Cascades tothe White Salmon.

J. Cain, Indian #gent to Stevens from Vancouver, W.T, Dec, 12,1856
Mr, Noble has 900 indisns at %hite Salmon, Mr, fownsend reports 1, 000
to 1,1000 and from the last infor ation I can get s ome 1,200 in the
S imcoe Valley, making in round numbers somethin~ like 3,000 to 35,3000
all told up to this time and a »rrospect of more comins in.

111 need 1,800 poun of flour mer day, say for January 233 bbls at
a cost of f550 to 3700, take at lezst one beef a day costing f90 per

head.,



Agencles --1857

Thompson to .A. Hedges, comm. Ind. Affairs,Feby. 24,1857 "the winter
has been unisually severe, z reat n umbers of animals have died of
starvation...the Indians themselves have suffered for want of food

A.H. Roble, special Ind. #gent from Yalles, March 2,1857 to ®tevens,..
I have hed a conversation with Mr. White who was captured at Simcoe
by “kioom., e was released at the Palouse iver and arrived at the Palles
on the 1lst inst. He Informed me t hat Kamiakin, Skloom and ¥howawa are encamped
on the Palouse with a part of their people, two hundred. He was troeted
kindly by all the chiefs..Kamiakin says that Looking(fiass is the man that
first proposed to make war upon the whites. Peu feu Mox Mox and He said let
us walt three years and then if the whites prove false and treat us bad
1t will be time to zo to war, but Lookines Gjlass said that it would then be
too late and proposed that he sho 1d go to the Blackfoot countryk kill
Yov. Stevens and during his absence the rest should all unite in a general
war...not long after that sent a messenzer back to report that he had
accomplished his object. Yhen we hea d this, says Kamiakin, we were gl 1 of
one mind which wa to drive the w-ite people out ofthe country. It was
then and not t111 then that K joined in'the War... There are some 600 L
friendly indiams encamped at Simcoe... “heir chief is a man they call Chis
is kane..He Informs me that they ares onposed o the Simcoe reservation
and the country which they desire to have lays about 100 mlles northof
Simcoe at a place called Kit-ta-tash plain...please advise me whether I had
better make ;1 effort to move them to tk “hite “almon or let them go
to the Kit-ta-tash,

vancouver W,m, March 4,1857...co;;-of laws residlations of theIndism Bureau
1350, .."ape 48, Sec 39 re:ds: The ration shall consist of one pound of
fresh beef or fresh porke, or of three fourths of a pound of salt porke
and of three forths of a qua 't of corn or bran meal or of one pound

of wheat flour for each person and four quarts of salt Sor every one hundr ed

persons,"



J. 7. Nesmith, supt. to “0l. Georze Wright, 9th infy commanding fort Ualles,
O0.7., ... Frequent applications have been mae to me byc itizens for
permission to locate with their stock in the “alls Walla ‘alley £nd the
neighorhood ...I have invariably refused ..and have heard of persons
declaring their intentlon to settle Int hat region resardless of the vilew
or wishes of the Indian Department on the subject...I am fully impressed
with the difficulties which exist in our relations with the *ndians by reason
of the lerislation of Congress in allowing a portion of Orecon and “ashington
territories to be settled by the whites prior to the extingulishment of the

Indiantitle to the land. It w uld seem that nrior to the making of treaties
east of the Cascade Mountains that the Indian Dept considered the
intercourse laws in force and applicable to that resion. bubsequently
however to the making of t hese treatles Governor Stevens and “upt. Peglmer
published a n10otice declaring the country open to settlement which
declarationx seems to be predicated on asuthorlity derived from the
stipulation contained in the t reaties...Yol. Steptoe 1ssued an arder

prohibiting the imisration of persons to that country. =

WO yeams have now
elapsed since those treaties were made during which time they have failed
to receive the constitutional sanction of the executive and senate which
would render them in operation., this delay I think practically amounts to

a re jection and inasmuch as the government has totally falled to comply
with the provisions of the treaties I am at loss to know how it has
acquired any r ishts under them and rights which mi~ht have meviously

been claimed by settlers by virtue of the donation law...eease to exist
since those laws have expired by their own limltations. Therefore the

tre tles being iInoper4tive and the donation law having expired I concluded
that no person not hav ing acquired rights during the existence of the donation
law can nw claim the right to settle In t he camtry m ferred to ..I ha~ dire

ected the di fferent agents to explain to the Indians that the treaties

were void and suspended...



Olympla, June 27,1858---R.M. Walker, executive clerk to Nesmith
Mr. "oty this manin put an end tohims=1f by shooting. The
ball passing through the head. An inquest is summoned., G.W. Corliss .
(Jem es ?oty, he shot hinself this mornine at & 9 o'clock)

(Occurred on the 24th of .June )

Pandosy letter.. w-ite paper, last of 1857 file (%gencies)



1857 James C. Geer from Fort ®imcoe, Augw t 27,1857..

to Nesmith .."I have since 28th of la:t march been actinz as local
agent for the friandly indians in the Ydc ima country.

Bonner & Co have license to carry on trade at or near Fort

iimcoe. rhey have established th ir trading post about a mile more
or less from the fort, ordered off by Maj. Yarnett. asked f or rserve
1ines, military forced pulled down their house, f@died packaged up
roods and moved them to the fopnish creek, distance about four miles
from the Fort.

Subsequently moved back to.l/g miles of the fort wherethey have remained
with a file of soldier: and officer to ruard them. ®pldiers forbidden
to trade with them.

“rloom sent word he was comin~‘o pass winter with me at Simcoe.

Had been on the *‘ieton.



Rations: One pound of fresh beef or fresh pork, or three fourths of a
pound of salt pork and of three forths of a quart of cornor bran
meal or one pound of wheat flour @ddd for each person and four quarts

of salt for every one hundred persons



Suptcy. 1858
Eeb. 22,1858--1Y. W, Wackall from Head RQuarters Dept. of the facific,
San Francisco, “®® to Maj. R+S. Garnett, 9th Infy. Comdy, Fort. “imcoe
,ssthe superintendent has directed the azent wo whom you refer to tell
the Indians on all proper @ccasions that the murderers of folon wou 1d

f3adPedd finally be obliced to surrender asnd submit themselves for trisal,

J.W., Mesmith, supt. to Hon Cha les w. Mix, commissioner, V“ash p.C.,..

®glem Ore, Nov. 19,1858-- enclose copy of General order issued by
Brig. Yen. ﬁkrney commanding this dept, Date 0¢t.31,1858.. “hile the
order on its face ceems only intended to invite and autheoize settlement
in the neighborhood of military posts, the practical effects resulting
from it will be to throw open the entire indian c ointry within the
suverintendency, to im-ediat oczunancy and settlement and in utter
disregard as I conceive of the first and e tablished pollcy of the sovernmant
.es Of the acts of‘@onqre%s and in violetlion of the repeated promises
made from time to time to the Indlans by both the civil and mili‘tery
affairs ...

A3 you are doubtless well aware our reldions with the Indim s within
the suverintendency have albays been in an a1 omolous condition zrowing
out of the fact that the settlement of our citizens havepreceeded not only
the extension ofthe laws of the T'nited States over the cointry but
commenced prior to the time when the stipulation for joint géé;:;&érce}
with Great Pritain terminated.

Oyr position is without precedent and hence it 1s not strange t hat a
creat--opinion exists amone the peonle how as to the (undecipherable)
rights of the whit es as well as those of the Inhdians in their present
unprecedented attitude. Hétherto..had been preced d by treatiees or other
steps to extinguish the risht of occunancy by the aboricinal inhabiltants

“he act of Congress of fugu, 14 , 1848 organizing tte territay of

Oremon and that of September 27th, 1850 making donations to séttlers
therein embraced territory wholly with In the Indim country as it was
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described by the law of the land and recarded by common sonsent and no
provisions even previously maéde by treaty by which the prior richts
of occupancy on the part of the Indlans had been chm ged or in any way
mod ified...

oo ‘ihere rroPEeErdd” yet remains larce portions of land in Oregm
and the jreater portion of that in “ashinzton west of the C ascadse
mountains which is now settled upon by claimants and which the Indian
title has not bemn extinguished. No efforts have been made by men or tomy
knowledge by my predecessors to mevent settlement upon any lends in
elther territory west of the :ascade mountains not included within “*ndian
reservations established according nor has there been any efforts
made to enforce the intercowrse laws within the region referred toe xcept
thet for the punishment of selling liquar to Indiams, ‘he act of Con Iress
making donations of land to ac tual settlers expired by its own admission
a the 1lst day of ‘?ecember, 1855, Under 1ts operation but few settle =
have established themselws ezst of the Y ascade mountains and s ince the exd
expiration of the acts referred to that caintry e-st of the Cascades
excepting the portlons to which r ights had been acquired under the
donet lon law has been t reated and regar ed by the military and officers of
the Indian Pepartment here as Indian country within the meanins of theacts
of Conrress upon that subject,

In 1855 orders were issued by the military officers in command of the
Dent. forbiddiny settlement east of the ;asca-'-e Mounta ins beyond the
Dalles of the golumbia. Again on the 29th of June, 1857 t eorder wis reife
r eltercated by G‘en. Chrke com+anding the dent. Borbidding intrusion
upon the leand within certain specified limits and when the treaties had
not been ratified,

+he second paragraph of that order .."be at pains to explain to the

Indians that they har e the same right to their country now as they had before

the treuties were made. sssexplalnations and promises had therefore b een

-
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made to these Indizs by both the military and officers of the Indian
department as to induce them to belileve that settlers would not

be permitted to occupy this country untll the treaties with them had
received validity by the constitutional sanction of the p esident and
senate of the U,S,

On & rcent visit in company with Commissioner Mott to he country esast
o f the "fascade mountains we held several co nclls with the Indians of
different tribes, L hey all complained of the intrusion of white settlers
upon th r lands beforethe ratification of + he tresties, in every instance
I promised them their country should not bethrosn open for settlement
until the treaties were ratified.

Under this state of 2088 facts and F@® af ter having mad e these promises
you may judese ofmy surprise on learning of the &% existence of Yeneral
Harney's order promulzated without the knowledge of eny officer of the
lndian [‘%partment and while they were engaged in making opromises to the
Indians that they should be protected in thelr r ights,

It is not pretended thst any t+8&8@8d right c':an at present be acquired
to their lands by settlers inasmuch as the donation laws have expired
and In order to make them 1liable to be taken by premption it Is
necessary that the Indiama title should ' extinguished and the lands surveyed--
neither of which Beseob®é has been done.
In therefore conclude that the order of Generd Haney to give
every encouragement to settle thereon 1s contrary to law and void and
In support of my opinion I beg lesve to refer you tothe following
eeldth Constitution of the m.S. ives congress the exclusive powers to
regular commerce v'th the I-dien tribes; 2nd the ordinance of July
13th, 1787 provides in 1its third section that the utmost good faith
shell always be observed towards the Indians, their lands and property shall
never be taken from them without t heir cmsent..third, the people of

Oregon in t heir act orsanizing a constitutional govermment, 1845,

h
reenacted the very languse above guoted fron the ordinance of 1787, 4%
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gongress on the 14th day of #ygust, 1848 incorpostated one provision
of the 14 th section of the laws of Uregon extendine the ordinance of 1787
ower all the Territory..
ese 88 1t will be useless for me to attempt to enforce the laws without
the cooperation of the militery 1 therefore submit the subject to your

decision and orders...l do think the therichts of the lndians

as recognzed by the laws as well as the gencral usage and policy of
the government shounld be oprotected. I therefore again w6 respectfully
urge that the treaties pending before the seng ebe ratified so that
settlers may chose to occupy ~ay have some more stable end reliable
tenor tomake thelr imnrovemenits than that tohe deprived f rom a mere
military ader liable tobe changed,modified or epevoked by the next
commanding officer...

J.vi. Nesmith , supt Ind. A ffairs O and W T to A.H. Morse, esq.
Fort Simcoe, ##kr from Salem Org., June 1,1858 re, writer's apnlication
¥® for = pointmeht as special Indian agent at or in the vicinity of
Tort ©imcoe, ackiowledgdtg Major Garnett's recommendation thereto}
"...instructions fro- the Vepartment ordering a retrenchment of the expense
of the service tozether with the exhausted state of the appropriation
for the present fical yesr utterly precludes my making any such

sppointment for the present..."

ﬁsaaﬂiﬁx&Nesmith to “dward Geary of Linn County Ore., from Salem sMay
10,1859 (8bious error in paginatidn)
J.W. Nesmith to Maj. W.w. Mackall, Fort Vancouver, Auyg. 30,1858,..
eeoin reply to your Interrogations I have to say that I have not
changed the opinion which I expressed to Brig, Yen, Clarke in June,

1857 1in relation to the propriety of preventing persms fron settling
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in the Indian country beyond the limits which we then agreed.
‘here is not one foot of land in Oregon and “ashington Territory

Fast of the Cascade Mountdins to which the Indian title has been ex-
tinguished nor can it be extinguished unt'l the treaties recelve the
constitutional ratification of the President and “enate... the laws of
Congress excluding settlers from the Indian comntry are stringent
in their character and have been extended over the district of country
referr d to...

If the restrictions to settling opposite the Dalles shonld be removed
or violated and the caintry thrown open to settl ment the same demands
would be made in relation to th %alla Walla 'alley and in fact to all

portions of the Indian country.

Nesmith to Charles E. Mix, commissioner, from “alem, Sert . 30, 1853
... 8t the last advices the “ol. expected to return from the ex edition
with his command and contemplated eaching "alla Walla by the 15th of
Ocbober...l understand that Col. Wpi~snt reports the war closed and t hat
the Indimns are now suing for peace...

Nesmith to Charles E., Mix, commissioner: ...althoush the t reztiles
with t em were not ratified I took the responsibility of directing Agent
ﬁennison to remove them f rom the PYalles to their present location eighty
miles south of the Columbia River uoon the ground assigned them by
the tresty of June 25, 1855. 3B290

Mes:age of the governor of the ‘erritory of “ashington , dellvered
December 7,1858~,,.5heer justice to the Indian and the better security
of lives and property of the citizens demand the speedy confirmat ion

of the Treaties...in connection..t will cd 1 your attention to the

4

necessity of a sepa ate Indlan superintendent for the erritary of

Washirz ton. The extent of the Territory, the number of indians (some



6
twenty-five thousand) and the amount of business tobe trunsacted
render imperative that this office should be created . It must be borne
1n mind that the faster settle ments progress, and the mx e rapidly citizens
...upon lands over which the Indien has been accustomed to rove, the more
sintricate and laborious hecome the duties of the officers of that
department. The present state of affairs demands that t here should be,..

t8® to this depar tment of the public service In the Territory.

O.H. Mason,





