Fort Simcoe, W,T,
2d December, 1856

1y Dear “ob:
I don't know whether or not you ever received my letter

Vancouv er or from

I wrote to you from the Isthmus of Panama and fran
my first camp on the Nachess river last May.

I would be perfectlysatisfied if I could exchange any one of the officers
here for you so that I would have you with me . I know you would not be
sotisfied with less than captain or less than command of a company.

The situation of Fort Simcoe is quite pretty, being an oak grov:fabout
ten acres at t he head of a valley of some 10 or 15 miles in width....
about midway between the pointw where t he Simcoe and xl'opnish come down
thr ough gorges of the mountains and enter the val ley and about 30 miles
from t he point wherehaving joined there after about e ight miles they empty
into the Yakima. Our little grove is watered by three never failing
spr ings. of finest water.

It is slightly e levated gbove t he va.ley, all of which with the
mountains on each side we have a full view for thirty miles yet in this
whole distance there is not a tres to be seen except in our little grove
and in two similar groves to the right anc the fringe of trees along the
Simcoe and wopinish which ®re however too distant tote distinguished.

#11 the timber in the country is either the pine whihh is &40hén found
.on the top, the slopes and in the gorges. The mountains are high
enough for the snow to rest upon during the greater rart of the year,
thus affording moisture necessary for the willow, birch, alder a nd
cottonwood which fringes the water cairse.

We get our timber for building fram a gap in the mountains two miles
tback. The game in the country is grouse, of which there are four varieties
the daumming (%) pheasant, such as we leve athome, the pine grouse which

nearly resembles it but is inferior in brilliancy of plummage and boldness

of flight, the sage hen, a bout the size of a large ghicken cock and the



the prairie chicken, a little larger than the pheasant. The flesh of

both the sage hen and pheasant grouse is dark and not very strong.

I have not seen the Yaumming (sic) grouse this side of the Uascades
but there are plenty of them be tween that and véncouver which is all a well
wooded country. There is, as you know a tradition amongst us at home
that the r ed foxes are not "aborigines" of the country but that they were
imported into Margland a long time ago. This may have been true for
our eastern states but they are not likely to have been Importea
into this country.

One was caught alive the other day by our Indian interpreter ard
brought into camp. It was a veritable old fashioned red fox.

I encl se to you two feathers,one fran the wing and one fram the tail

of a fletcher that you may observe closely the difference in color.

3rd Yec, 1856
‘pe winter is at last upon us. Cn the 20th of last month we had a
fgll of snow 14 inches deep which I suppose will lay on the ground all
winter. *he weath®r is becoming intensely cold. I had to thaw my ink
before I communicated with you and it freezes in my pen as 1 write so
that I have to hold my pen tc the candle to melt it although there is a big
fire just in front of my tent, |
Woodruff’s Co. arrived here on the 2lst in the midst of the snow.
Thursday, Yec. 4, 1856
While I stopped writing a few minutes to warm my f ingers last
evening the ink again froze in the inkstand ard I conclwd ed to lay by
my pen until morning. This morning I find the weather a gpod deal
milder., But Thursday there was more snow.
Lt. ¥yers who has been absent from the company since Yct 5
arrived with the expre:sman. They encounter d snow in the mountains

two and a half feet drep when it was not drifted. The direct route to the

Dalles soon will be Impessable but there is another by the Yakimg



river which we hope to keep up our communication with you.

Tilton's brother is ors of the expressmen. Hepe He was here two

weeks ago and staid in my tent with me.

Guthrie wrote me by last mail that all is quiet there(on the “ound)
as far as the Indians of t he territory are concerned but that he had a
brush with a party of Northern Indians from British Columbia who were
committing depredations in his neighborhood. *e drove t hem off
but he says tiey have committged numerous acts of hostility along the
Sound and that the steamer, Massachusetts had gone in pursuit of them
and it was surmised had an engagement with them. It was also surmized
tha they were about making an adtack m Capt. Pickett at ?ellingham Bay.
Those northern Indians are very numerous and warlike and Guthrie seems to
anticipate a lively timse, 411 is guite and peaceful this side of the
Cascades.

We are still busily engaged in building and preparing ma terials.
ﬁor the last month we have a saw mill at work with horse(or rather mule
power) which has superceded the whip saw we had ben working with.

"ith the exception of one or two citizen carpenters all the laborg of
building the post is done by the soldiers. “very man of whom is for
that purpose on Yextra duty" in the quartermaster department.

Company F(Wbodruff's) and L’ﬁ(lmte Powman) went into quarters last

Coo C (Patterson's) will get in by next

Sunday. My company and
Sunday, sure. The officers will get into @QAG68 quarters about a week
later. Pach officer will have for the winter one room about the size

of a tent. When our quarters are all finished however, which wil_ not
be before next fall, we will have ample room. ¥gch captain wil. have a
separate one-story house with a hall and three rooms on the f irst

floor and a back building for kitchen and servants' room. Each

lieutenant will have the same except that the quarters of two lisutenants

will be under one PO%?. In the meantime we will be very glad to



get the scantisat quarters where we can lave shelter.

Capt. Woodruff,who arrived the second day after Maj. Garnett left,
will command the post until Garnett's return;

I occasionally get a letter fram Oliver *homas. From what he tells me
I should think ®an Fpancisco the last place inthe world for a young
man to start to make a fortune or even to live in. He writes me that he saw
in the Hartford paper that Henry was supporting Filmore, the "Know Nothing"
candidate forpresidency. I was very sorry to hear it for I know he always
desires to be right and I think he made a vact mistake , not that
F4imore would not make a national president as he did before if
elected but becamee he would n ot be elected and the defeat of Puchanan
would result in the election by the flash republican congress of the

I':r'emont.

infamous
Wie are as yet uninformed as to the presidential election and are
looking for the returns by the next steamer with great interest. G1ve

my love to little Henrya

(letter addressed to Robert H. Archer of John Eildon 277 Hartfora,

a brother.d



Fort Simcoe, W.T.
4th December, 1856
My dear mother:
1 qoubt verymuch that t he communication will be kept
open. The pEODBOAG quarters will be ready and I will move my company into
them ne xt ®unday.

Garnett left for the states, 19th ulto. “oodruff arrived with his Company
on the 21st and will command the post.untii Gapnett's return in the sming.
Lt., Myers who ms been absent from my company since Ust 5 came in with the
expressman 2nd inst.

There are now at this post eight of ficers, capt. Woodruff, Lts.

Frazer, Douglasg,Howard, “llen, Carr, Myers and I. Ag yet our messes
are separate as they necessarily were in the field, the of ficers of
each company forming one distinct mess. but as soon as we get into
quarters all our arrangements are made for uniting into a single mess
to incluie all the officers at the post,

People at home are verymuch to blame who do not write to the absent
ones.

Lt. Pouglass came to my tent yesterday with a letter from his sister,
the first simce he joined us at 61d Point. I never saw a child so
delighted with an orange as he was with that letter. He held it up and
waved it in front of me and showed me a flower she sent and made m e
smell it and acknowledge that it was sweeter than any flower I ever saw and
talked aoout her and the letter and loocked happy and forgot all about
how simameful 1t was for her to neglect writing him for so long and

then tell him she haé not time before



14th Dec., 1856

My Dear Nannie:

Gong_ratulate me, I moved into quarters yesterday evening and hope
in a few days when I shall hav e become ussed to living in a house, tobe quite
comfortable. We did not get in a day too early. Two thirds ofthe men of
my company were frost bitten before they got in--just one week ago--
and nearly all the officers including myself @re more or less frostbitten,

I have learned a remedy for it however, SO complete that I am not sorry
to have suffered a little for it. It has entirely cured every person here
and you must lose no time in communicating it to Alice 1f she 1is again

a sufferer from chill blains, Here it is:
Prip salt and fresh ashes into boiling water, bathe the feet from 10
to 20 minutes. fhe tath should be used as hot as the feet canb ear ite
The winter I have beent elling you so much about 1s now on in earmneste.
Ever since the 20th when there was a fall of 14 inches of snow. It has snowed
three times a week and the snow is b etw en three and four feet dcepe
5 Jan, 1857
T was interrupbed in my letter on the 1l4th ulto by the return of two
of the men who started with the pack train for the Dalles on 7 Yec. ‘he
train was forced to turn back on the 1tO,made a fresh start by the s outh
which the men at the Dalles said could always be traveled. The result
is that @ out 120 horses after being can. letely broken down have been
abandoned in the snow while the packers pushed on toward the Dalles on
snow shoes. The two men who returned were much exhausted by hunger and
fatigue and badly frostbitten. ‘e have not heard fram the rest of the
party neither have I heard of th e expressman who left with our letters
on 5 or 6th I’ecember, ther e being no comunication with the Dalles
since then. I think it wery doubtfhl that you will receive this. The
snow is five feet deep here in tlke wlley and must be deeper on the

mountains--the Indians however have undertaken to carry in our mail dm



shoes and if they succeed will I trust bring back glad tidings from the
east where all my treasures are,.

Christmas passed off very quietly here but two days afterwards
we were stirred up a little by a letter fmem Father Pandosi of the
Catholic mission dated fram the friendly Indisn camp at Silla (Selah)
fishery announcing that Skaloom, Kamaiakin and Showai had crossed the
Columbia river w th a large party of Yalla Wallas, ‘eluses, Spokanes and Nez
Perces and were advancing to attack the post. We kd no doubt of the
génuineness o the good father's alarm and although we did not believe
we were golng to be attacked we had same lively %%2%(undecipherabls)
for our cattle fii'ty head of which and a bout 20 horses lmd ™ en sent
25 miles down the valley to graze in charge of 4 herders and a guard of
81X soldiers.

Capt. Woodruff the commarder immediately dispatched 20 men on sleds to
bring back the herd but they arrived too late. Skloom with only 14
men had captured the herd and the chief herder 2 1-2 miles fram tl® guard
and were 35 harses gone(sic) before the detachment reached the
camp of the guard. It was impossible to overtake them.,

4 fdetter from White , the herder, explained how it happened. 'l'he cattle
which he neglected to bring up to the guard at night had been captured and
driven off in the evening amd when he went out alone in the morning
to look for them he was waylaid amd made prisoner. You may think it

strange that we sent the cattle so far b0 but we have only forage for
12 mules and the snow is now fini wasthen 3 and 4 feet deep.

There is no sort of chance of any attack by hostile Indians. The most
they will at tempt will be sane safse thieving exploit like that I have just
related and the report maie to us by Pandosi was communicated to him that
he might tell us for t he  purpose of preventing ocur sending for the
cattle,

The snowd (does not keepme indoars, there has been kept open a beaten



sled track three miles up to the pine timber where I walk out every
day with either Myers or Carr. *he view is very beautiful, espscially
about sundown. ‘he sun in the inorthern latitude lingers longer on the hor-
izon than he does on Cecil Hjlls and the vast expanse of snow is grander
than anything wehave at home. Put stillt e sunset winter scenery

is beautiful to me,chiefly because 1t remind s me of our winter evening
walk at Hock Run. I never see it without thinking of those lines we
thought satire to our A0fA own home: "T lpve to mark the---go from

Denmark hohO both to go and having on billows to cheer =--(undecip erable)

Fort Simcoe, W.T,
Mon 26 Jan '57
Iy dear mother:

I hawe just come in from a long ramble amongst the mountains
and find that two of the carpenters who have been in the employe of the
WM are going to start tomorrow mormrng for the Yalles. "oodruff is going
to send in an expressman the first of next month.But as the weather and
ground are favorable for t ravel now and as there is no knowing what
kind of weather we may have then I send off by the private sourcse,
consequently t hese few lines.

The Indians whom we went in to the Dalles on snow shoes with our mail
returned on the 20th inst. bringing letters. dnother mail from the east
was due amd doubtless at 5.t Vancouver but the heavy snows with which we
have been visited seemed to have prevalled over 411 the country between

the Dalles and Fort Vancouver and travel is necessary by snow shoes.
Wickcliffe writes me from Fort Dalles that he arrived there on the

16 D8G escorting a train from ¥Yalla Walla near 200 miles through

spow 1 to 4 feet deep, 100 miles of the way be ing entirely destitute

45

of wood. e is waiting at the Dalles for the weather to break and surmises

that in the meantime his Walla Walla friends are getting hungrye.



He mentions with much feeling although very briefly of the
intelligence of the death of his father.
The severity of the winter we hope, is past. ©® week ago it became
suddenly warm and has continued mild ever since. The snowhas entirely

disappeared from the valley and mountain gorges ame pouring out rivers of

water.

Fort Simcoe, “eb 1,'57
Wy dear mother:
been
I have dipossessed of the pleasure of writing to you
at my leasure by the arrival this morning of Owhi and several other
Indian chiefs who came to have g talk &nd by whom I have been bothered
out of all my little spare time I should have todaye. ‘his tm one of
my busy days when I have my returns to mail out aﬁd official letters
towrite. I did not get through with it until 1 o'clock at nighte.
Nannie asks me who is my other sweetheart besides Carr--tell her
Lt. Myers and a very nice fellow he is , too. He arrived Dec. 1 from a
1 eave of absence. Lt. Sergeant whom I left on recruiting service has
resigned .« He was not in my company at the time of his resignation.
Carr, when he arrived at Vancouver being anxious %o be in my company
mess applied to “olonel "right and obtained an exchange.
We hope shortly to have sane ladies at the post. Capt. Plack recently
promoted to (late) Bowman's company, Major Garnett, who went home
to get m rried and perhaps Lt. Reynolds,who Nannie writes me was married
the other day wA60fi ) and will bring their wives with them. My Lt. Myers
has a wife when he is at home in Vincinnati but she was here or at least
at the Dalles in other days and I believe "lives so sweet shell'g ask
for no more,"
e have managed to get theough the winter hemre thus far very well,
Besides the few books belonging to officers the company quarters, yet in
thelr infancy contain about 150 well selected books. Carr's room

is on one side and HMeyers on the other ofmy sittinglor parlord so I



can talk to them through the cracks when I am readinge.

(end..no signature..evidently some missing)



Fort Simcoe, yet.

3rd Feb 1857

My Dear Nannis:
When I was out yesterday I was astonished to find

the ground cove—ed with little wild flowers--you are indebted to them
for this letter which I only send as a messenger to carry one to you.

I write my letter so far in advance of the mail because I am going to
start tomorrow to march with my company to a point on the West bank of
the North fork of Cclumbia river distant =bout 75 miles from this point and
about 20 miles from the mouth of the Yakima and will not probably be back befor
the departure of the next mapré6€ departure of the next mail.

While I write Myers is very kindly engaged in making
various lit+le arrangements for my personal comfort on the trip--he is
anxious to go along but i- acting quartermaster at the post an d the
comranding officer will not relieve him --Carr accompanies me of ccurse and Lt,
Allen goes with me as qua~ ermaster formy 1 'ttle train,

Myers whom you &o not know sends his regards tec yecu and Carr would
as always, do the same, only I have him busy a d he does not know I am
writing.

I don't know whether I told you I.receiVQH a letter from Oliver Thomas
by the last mail. I have asked him zn- Carr jolns in my invitation to
him, to come up and ? with us next spring or summer. I am not without
hope that he will come,
You will have all summe™ and much pleasure at Rock Run.

I think I understand perfectly all the feelings you express
then, although they could more in any event be ///////much more so than
while I am here in another world. I hcve no doubt but that these very
letters which she considers most worthless to me are the very ones
that give me most pleasure and that they are the ones that tell
the 1little things about it.



Thank Hilly ani Ben for re embering me and tell Ben
not to grow too tall to get in the house before I come back. Carr

sends his rememberance. I have not had occasion to renew my vorrespondence

with his cousi since.
Affectionately

J.G. fircher.,



Fort Simcoe
3rd March 57
My Dear Mother:
I have had to make out a great many papers to send off by the
mail and did not get through so as to have any time to write to you,
It is after 1 o'clock now and the quarterma-ter is Xmzxihyryying me
to stop writing so that he can put up the mail and go to bed. I have
then only time to bid good night , say I am well, affecti-nately,

J.G. Archer.



Fort Simcoe, W.T.
18th March, 1857
My dear Nannie
I was greatly ~Aisappbinted when the ma‘l before the last failed
to bring me letters from home, but the New York Herald informed me of the
snow stormand cons quently IOBeQ@d#é failu e of the mail, so that I was satisfis
Badoieanden08dd4ad you had written. The last mail was @Cd®d0dd wealth
to me, bringing your letter of 17th Jan. lst Feb with sisters and
Henry's., You were mistaken any ¢ dates were due from me between the 18th
Nov and 4% nacember. The steamer carrying that of U4 Dec from

Vancouver to San Francisco

(end)

beginning of next line and page)
with a good appetite for dinner which we take about sunset.
I am about starting a 4arden for the company. It is almost
necessary to have one and g€F2dd yet I becOfdd berrudge every hour of work
they bestow upon it, for I have no doubt we will spend this summer as we
did last summer movirg ahout over the face of the =arth while the garden
will be left to dry up--you asked me whh Woodruff's .lieutenant-- his
1st Lt, was Black now Capt of Late Capt. Bowman's co. Dcuglass is
promoted to “lack's place and the 2nd 1t is the sme as before. Reynolds
who went home to Baltimore and married liiss Butler--we expect him out with his w
wife shortly. You don't seem to B6 recollect my end 1t Myers.He as well
as Carr has b en with me all winter. Yes, I did kngws%ﬁ%t Garnett was
going home for but I did not think you would be much ibterested
in his marriage and therefore confined my observations to a person I
take much more interest ir but of whom I will not say much row that you

should accuse me of egotism. We expect to have a grand time when Black, Reynolds



and Garnett bring th-ir wives to S:mcoe.
Why don't you send mother's daguereotype...pack i1t up at ornce and send it
by mail that is the cheapest and much the safest way of sending it.
It wa- promised a long time ago and lately you say nothing at all ab ut it.
good night
affectionately, J.G. Archer
Since vie@€iwriting the above I have written to Lt. Reynolds to send you
his address i1f he will be kind enough to carry the likeness out
here Ord@iB&d for me . But Revnolds mostprobably will already have left
Baltimore before my lette~ gets there, I will write you again when
I have time to write more at leasurs , as usual I have

put off writing until I am hurried.

Ene

(no signature)



Fort Simceoe W.T.
2nd April, 1857
My Dead Mother:
I have just received Mary's and Kate's letters dated
15th, 16th February.
I congratulate you upon all being well, Mary says it 1is the first
time for a short GBEME great while that she could say so, some one or other be
having been more or less indisposed. |
A year mg® so auspiciously com enced will I hope bring you nothing but
happiress throughout--your visit to P;ck Run, soon now to be made, will
brin with it I trust, more than the pleasure of last summer, for
yo will be then in time for all those little out door occupations that
belong to srring--planting the trees, moving the rose bu shes
and what nrot,
I have commenc d a garden here for the company but with
nothin 1like certainty of being here if it succeeds, to enjoy its points. I am
afraid too that mice will eat up everything for the stockyard now
abound- with mice than this whole garden does--you know by the
recollection of a great scarcity of vegetables at home while I was
gardener that I am not a very good one but I now have the advantage of
being a man who has been a gardener all his life--but I am waiting here
concerning this srring and 1ts pleasures and you do not ? until the summer is
with you; Wiy did not Nannie write. I am not used to a
disappointment from her and won 't stand it. She must keep her pen in
aetion if I allow her to miss one mail she will after a whlle let two pass
and so on by degrees until at last she may say "Ok," I thought someboey
else was writing this time and thus slide grecefully into becoming only

an occasional correspondent. Tell herIidepend on her and will not hear of her



ever omitti g a single mail-=-no matte~ who else is writing--fer it
wlll not hurt me the least to be told the same thing twice. I expect irn a

few days--as soonas I find my "quarterly returns" at which I am now engaged, o

to go to the Dalles on a visit of five or six days

end
Fort Simcoe W.T.
17th April, 1857
My Dear Mother
I received by last mail Nannie's and Sister:s letters

dated lst and 2nd and thirfl and am exceedingly sorry that i answer to so much
kind and grateful attention in letters from home I should so often have to
return these hurried scrawls. This time this is by ho means my fauls., The
comnanding officer having neglected to inform us the day before
the departmenre of the expressman and I had only five minutes notice and
the expre sman is to leave immediately.

We are just now hgving a pleasant time., The weather for weeks past has been
mild, clear and calm)continually) 1like our May weather. Our oak grove
is almost in full leaf and the whole face of the country is covered
hill and valley, with flowers of every imaginable hue and shade--I have
lately resumed my daily rides on orseback and enjoy it very much . It is

like riding through an immense flower garden.

Carr and I have postpo ed our trip to the Dalles, Vancouver and
Portland to the 1lst of next month.

The 4th infty has been ordered overland to the east and will
be succeedeé\by the 6th.

As the fourth now occuples many posts i Oregon and Washi gton
its withdrawal will involve many changes in the dispositions of the companies of

our own rgt. The next mail may possibly bri g me orders to



proceed to Dalles lVancouver, Walls Walla Steilacoom, Bellingham
Bay e» any where else within the two territories,

Skloom recently paid us a visit and has returned the cattle and
horsebe took the trouble to steal last winter--A letter from Capt,
Fletcher at Walla walla informs me that Kamailekin 1s expected to come in to that
post with offers of surrender----The signs of the time= are now warlike.

ever most affe tionately
JF. Archer

(To Mrs. A. Archer, R_ck Run, BEp¥IHartford Co., Maryland.

A niece of Mrs, Chiffelle was married a few weeks since to Lt,
lMcFeely of fourth infty. Chippell has failed t0d04€asA0E6I U4 Addd and

re'urned to Maryland,



Fortland, 0.T, llth M.y, 1857

My dear Nannie

I have no time to do more than apologize for not writing ..this

time Carr, Douglass and I have just comefrom Ft. Simcoe and the mail steamer is

Just leaving so that I can only say I am well and God bless you., We come
to see the dentist, bu t he has gone to Puget Sound. We are
talkiig of a trip up the Willamette a out two days journey wBeAO8Bd where the
best dentist o the Pacific coast is said to reside but have not yet

commenced upon it,

Major Garnett and Capt Biack have arrived, bringing their wives with

them
affet, J.G. Archer,
Portland 0.T.
11th May, 1857
My dear Bob

I have just arrived from Ft. Simcoe on a visit--my leave of absence

-8 only for seven days all of which have already expired but as usual
11th us here, when there is no authorized co potent ? to give a longer leave
- shall remain absent at least double the time. The principal object in
roming here was to see the densist but I have been disappointed =--the densist
aving left for Puget Sound the very morning of the day I arrived. Carr, who came
'ith me an? I are contemplating a trip up the Willamette but have nct yet commen

ced upon it. The mail st-amer is just leaving so I have no time for =a loving
etter, Enclosed you will find a issuing draft for two hundred dollars I have

ptO000C never kept any account with you but know that you have at

arious times advanced to me at least that much. And whether you recollect it

r think so or not it makes no difference as I have it to spare. With much

little
ove to @dl, Henry and all at home

yours affectionate brother, J.G. A~cher,



Fort Dalles, W.T.

16éth May, 1857
My dear mothe~:
R leave tomorrow morning at day break for Simcoe
after a very pleasant visit to Vancouver and Portland.
I go up with only two men of my comrany who came down with me on
a furlough which has expired. Douglas remairing below for =a day or two
longer and Carr having, after acccmpanying me back from Portland
to Vancouver, resolved to follow the dentist to
somewhere on the headwaters of the Willamette where he 1is by no means
v rtain to find him. I was strongly tempted to go with Carr as the
trip would have enbled me to see the whole of the Willamette valley
which is the garden of this ? and too my teeth are in want of the de
ddntist. I inow I can wait for him however to visit the Dalles
and have no doubt but that he will come as there are many officers he
her and at Simcoe and Walla Walla who will come in to see him,.
Woodruff's crompany has been detailed as an escort to the
vommissioners appointed to survey the northern boundary. I had some
little hope that mine would havebeen taken for that duty and was
disappointed when the orders first came out., I hope howeve *o be
on duty now to my daste than escorting the boundary commission,
Salt Lake is not very far distant and I may yet hoave an
oprortunity of paying my respects in person to Brigham YOung.
When I get back to Simcoe I will 966€ write to you more at
length. Now I am in a hus®d6d®d®R hotel with a half dozen
officers talking around me and telling me to hurry through my letter
and join in their talk. I would not write to you at all under

such cirrcumstances , but thatthe mail will B8®e leave here in a

day or two and beffore another // down from Simcoe, you would
therefore miss h@@fnhearing from me for a whole morth and I would rat



ther send this scrawl than break the regular chain of ommunication I
hgve endeavored to keep up. I ar~ivegeeC 2 my trip to Portland ir orde
that I w' gh' dre s suitably to have my 17ieness taken for you
but the dague estypist had just left as well as the densist--

better luck pe haps next time/ I will have to postrone my letter to

Nannie for this time. ever affectionately J.%. Archer,





